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stimulate youths to apply themselves diligently to right 
pursuits, — sparing neither labour, pains, nor self-denial in 
prosecuting them, — and to rely upon their own efforts in life, 
rather than depend upon the help or patronage of others, 
it will also be found, from the examples given of literary 
and scientific men, artists, inventors, educators, philan- 
thropists, missionaries, and martyrs, that the duty of helping 
one’s self in the highest sense involves the helping of one's 
neighbours. 

It has also been objected to the book that too much 
notice is taken in it of men who have succeeded in life by 
helping themselves, and too little of the multitude of men 
who have failed. “Why should not Failure," it has been 
asked, “ have its Tlutarch as well as Success ? ” There is, 
indeed, no reason why Failure should not have its Plutarch, 
except that a record of mere failure would probably be found 
excessively depressing as well as uninstructive reading. It is, 
however, shown in the following pages that Failure is the 
best discipline of the true worker, by stimulating him to 
renewed efforts, evoking his best powers, and carrying him 
onward in self-culture, self-control, and growth in knowledge 
and wisdom. Viewed in this light, Failure, conquered by 
Perseverance, is always full of interest and instruction, and 
this we have endeavoured to illustrate by many examples. 

As for Failure per se, although it may be well to find con- 
solations for it at the close of life, there is reason to doubt 
whether it is an object that ought to be set before youth at 
the beginning of it. Indeed, “ how not to do it ” is of all 
things the easiest learnt : it needs neither teaching, effort, 
self-denial, industry, patience, perseverance, nor judgment. 
Besides, leaders do not care to know about the general 
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who lost his battles, the engineer whose engines blew up, 
the architect who designed only deformities, the painter who 
never got beyond daubs, the schemer who did not invent 
his machine, the merchant who could not keep out of the 
Gazette. It is true, the best of men may fail, in the best 
of causes. But even these best of men did not try to fail, 
or regard their failure as meritorious ; on the contrary, 
they tried to succeed, and looked upon failure as misfortune. 
Failure in any good cause is, however, honourable, whilst 
success in any bad cause is merely infamous. At the same 
time success in the good cause is unquestionably better 
than failure. But it is not the result in any case that is to 
be regarded so much as the aim and the. effort, the patience, 
the courage, and the endeavour with which desirable and 
worthy objects are pursued ; — 

“ ’Tis not in mortals to command success ; 

We will do more — deserve it.” 

The object of the book briefly is, to re-inculcate these 
old-fashioned but wholesome lessons — which perhaps can- 
not be too often urged, — that youth must work in order 
to enjoy, — that nothing creditable can be accomplished 
without application and diligence, — that the student must 
not be daunted by difficulties, but conquer them by patience 
and perseverance, — and that, above all, he must seek eleva- 
tion of character, without which capacity is worthless and 
worldly success is naught. If the author has not succeeded 
in illustrating these lessons, he can only say that he has 
failed in his object. 

Among the new passages introduced in the present edition, 
may be mentioned the following : — Illustrious Foreigners of 
humble origin (pp. 10-12), French Generals and Marshals 
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risen from the ranks (14), De Tocqueville and Mutual Help 
(24), William Lee, M.A., and the Stocking-loom (42), John 
Heathcoat, M.P., and the Bobbin-net machine (47), Jac- 
quard and his Loom C55), Vaucanson (58), Joshua Heilmann 
and the Combing-machine (62), Bernard Palissy and his 
struggles (69), Bottgher, discoverer of Hard Porcelain {80), 
Count de Button as Student (104), Cuvier (128), Ambrose 
Pare (134), Claude Lorraine (160), Jacques Callot (162,1, 
Benvenuto Cellini (164), Nicholas Toussin (168). Ary 
Scheffer (171), the Strutts of Belper (214), Francis Xavier 
(238), Napoleon as a man of business (276), Intrepidity of 
Deal Boatmen (400), besides numerous other passages which 
it is unnecessary to specify. 


London, May. 1866. 
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this time so increased, that no room of an ordinary cottage 
could accommodate them. Though they were for the most 
part young men earning comparatively small weekly wages, 
they resolved to incur the risk of hiring a room; and, on 
making inquiry, they found a large dingy apartment to let, 
which had been used as a temporary Cholera Hospital. No 
tenant could be found for the place, which was avoided as 
if a plague still clung to it But the mutual improvement 
youths, nothing daunted, hired the cholera room at so 
much a week, lit it up, placed a few benches and a deal 
table in it, and began their winter classes. The place soon 
presented a busy and cheerful appearance in the evenings. 
The teaching may have been, as no doubt it was, of a very 
rude and imperfect sort ; but it was done with a will. 
Those who knew a little tausjht those who knew less — im- 
proving themselves while they improved the others; and, 
at all events, setting before them a good working example. 
Thus these youths — and there were also grown men 
amongst them — proceeded to teach themselves and each 
other, reading and writing, arithmetic and geography; and 
even mathematics, chemistry, and some of the modem 
languages. 

About a hundred young men had thus come together, 
when, growing ambitious, they desired to have lectures 
delivered to them ; and then it was that the author became 
acquainted with their proceedings. A party of them waited 
on him, for the purpose of inviting him to deliver an intro- 
ductory address, or, as they expressed it, “ to talk to them 
a bit ;” prefacing the request by a modest statement of 
what they had done and what they were doing. He could 
not fail to be touched by the admirable self-helping spirit 
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The author’s personal interest having in this way been 
attracted to the subject of Self-Help, he was accustomed 
to add to the memoranda from which he had addressed 
these young men ; and to note down occasionally in his 
leisure evening moments, after the hours of business, the 
results of such reading, observation, and experience of life, 
as he conceived to bear upon it. One of the most promi- 
nent illustrations cited in his earlier addresses, was that of 
George Stephenson, the engineer; and the original interest- 
of the subject, as well as the special facilities and oppor- 
tunities which the author possessed for illustrating Mr. 
Stephenson’s life and career, induced him to prosecute it 
at his leisure, and eventually to publish his biography. 
The present volume is written in a similar spirit, as it 
has been similar in its origin. The illustrative sketches 
of character introduced, are, however, necessarily less 
elaborately treated — being busts rather than full-length 
portraits, and, in many of the cases, only some striking 
feature has been noted ; the lives of individuals, as indeed 
of nations, often concentrating their lustre and interest in a 
few passages. Such as the book is, the author now leaves 
it in the hands of the reader ; in the hopes that the lessons 
of industry, perseverance, and self-culture, which it con- 
tains, will be found useful and instructive, as well as 
generally interesting. 


London , September, 1859. 
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SELF-HELP, &c 



CHAPTER i. 

Self-Help— National and Individual. 

“"Sisr “* ”• '■ *• -* - “* >-***. 

E a'I-du h ^' PS "'° Se ' vho he 'P ftemselves” is 
WeIkned Eiawm, embodying in a small 
compass the results of vast human experience 
The spint of self-help is the root of ali genuS 

the lives of mfn°v W U C o ^ mdividuak and > exhibited in 
vigour and strength in f 5 tme S ° UrCe of nati onal 
in its effects but hefo f P ^ ' vlthout 15 often enfeebling 
W hatever is ’done Wlt . hm mvaria bly invigorates. 

ta kes away the stim 1 a* C asses ’ t0 a certain extent 
selves; and where men a ™ cessit y of d oing for them- 
over-govemment tl • 16 sabjected to over-guidance and 
comparatively helpless” ' S “ re " der them 

rertiam " r ' S "! m ‘ 0,ls on P™ a man no active help. 

develop ^ d ° “ ■«« him free to 
1 imself and improve his individual condition. But 
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Government and the Individual, chap. i. 


in all times men have been prone to believe that their 
happiness and well-being were to be secured by means of 
institutions rather than by their own conduct Hence the 
value of legislation as an agent in human advancement has 
usually been much over-estimated. To constitute the millionth 
part of a Legislature, by voting for one or two men once in 
three or five years, however conscientiously this duty may 
be performed, can exercise but little active influence upon 
any man’s life and character. Moreover, it is every day 
becoming more clearly understood, that the function of 
Government is negative and restrictive, rather than positive 
and active ; being resolvable principally into protection — 
protection of life, liberty, and property. Laws, wisely 
administered, will secure men in the enjoyment of the fruits 
of their labour, w hether of mind or body, at a comparatively 
small personal sacrifice; but no laws, however stringent, can 
make the idle industrious, the thriftless provident, or the 
drunken sober. Such reforms can only be effected by means 
of individual action, economy, and self-denial ; by better 
habits, rather than by greater rights. 

The Government of a nation itself is usually found to be 
but the reflex of the individuals composing it. The Govern- 
ment that is ahead of the people will inevitably be dragged 
down to their level, as the Government that is behind them 
will in the long run be dragged up. In the order of nature, 
the collective character of a nation will as surely find its 
befitting results in its law and government, as water finds 
its own level. The noble people will be nobly ruled, and the 
ignorant and corrupt ignobly. Indeed all experience serves 
to prove that the worth and strength of a State depend far 
less upon the form of its institutions than upon the character 
of its men. For the nation is only an aggregate of indi- 
vidual conditions, and civilization itself is but a question 01 
the personal improvement of the men, women, and children 
of whom society is composed. 
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National Progress. 


National progress is the sum of individual industry, energy 
and uprightness, as national decay is of individual idleness’ 
selfishness and vice. What we are accustomed to decry as 
great social evils, will, for the most part, be found to be but 
the outgrowth of man's own perverted life; and though we 
” ; end f! 0Ur t0 CUt 1116111 down and extirpate them by 

iu Lee V ’ ^i! 1 ° n,y ^ UP again ™ th fresJ 

nersoLTi r Tu ^ f ° rm > Unless the conditions of 
persona! life and character are radically improved. If this 

raTpMaTr'’ “ ,en ? f °"°" S ,hi ‘ the patriotism 

mo ii? ^ Py C ° nS1St) not 50 muc h in altering laws and 

elevat^and 11511111110115 ; “ “ heIpillg and stim ulating men to 

m^SZl^Z SelVGS by thdr ° wn free and inde - 

is gLemed £ COm P arative, y ]i «le consequence how a man 
how he g otlZ WhiISt eVC ^ thin S ^nds a Pon 
not he who T Within - The gr eatest slave is 

but he who is the tLu *** ** ^ ^ 

ness, and vice ZZ ! § ° Wn m0ral ignorance, selfish- 

cannot be freed h N who are thus enslaved at heart 

tutions • and ti’ mer ?. changes of masters or of insti- 
libertv sol I i °? g aS tbe fata ^ delusion prevails, that 
longLdl luch 'r UP ° n and C ° nsistS in government, so 
effected have 110 m f tter at what cost they may be 

shifting of the f,^ Ut C practical and lasting result as the 
dations of lih S?”* 8 “ a P hanta smagoria. The solid foun- 
ds also the r ymUSt rCSt UP0D individual character ; which 
process T h SUr c gUarantee for social security and national 

deSL J StUart MiU trul y observes that “ even 

vidua. Lv-' 7 n °! Pr ° dUCe itS WOrst effects so lon g a * indi- 
is desnoric Unc er n > and whatever cnishes individuality 
01 ff n ’ by Whatever name it: be called.” 

UD ‘ acies as to human progress are constantly turning 

otlif*rc r° m ! CaU f ° r Ca;sars > others for Nationalities, and 
° r J cts of Parliament. We are to wait for Caesars, 

B 2 
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C (rsarism — Indepe7idence. 


Chap. I. 


and when they are found, “ happy the people who recognise 
and follow them.”* This doctrine shortly means, everything 
for the people, nothing by them, — a doctrine which, if taken 
as a guide, must, by destroying the free conscience of a com- 
munity, speedily prepare the way for any form of despotism. 
Caesarism is human idolatry in its worst form — a worship of 
mere power, as degrading in its effects as the worship of mere 
wealth would be. A far healthier doctrine to inculcate among 
the nations would be that of Self-Help ; and so soon as it is 
thoroughly understood and carried into action, Caesarism will 
be no more. The two principles are directly antagonistic ; 
and what Victor Hugo said of the Pen and the Sword alike 
applies to them, “ Ceci tuera cela.” 

The power of Nationalities and Acts of Parliament is also 
a prevalent superstition. What William Dargan, one of 
Ireland’s truest patriots, said at the closing of the first Dublin 
Industrial Exhibition, may well be quoted now. “ To tell 
the truth,” he said, “ I never heard the word independence 
mentioned that my own country and my own fellow towns- 
men did not occur to my mind. I have heard a great deal 
about the independence that we were to get from this, that, 
and the other place, and of the great expectations we were to 
have from persons from other countries coming amongst us. 
Whilst I value as much as any man the great advantages 
that must result to us from that intercourse, I have always 
been deeply impressed with the feeling that our industrial 
independence is dependent upon ourselves. I believe that 
with simple industry and careful exactness in the utilization 
of our energies, we never had a fairer chance nor a brighter 
prospect than the present. We have made a step, but per- 
severance is the great agent of success ; and if we but go on 
zealously, I believe in my conscience that in a short period we 
shall arrive at a position of equal comfort, of equal happiness, 
and of equal independence, with that of any other people.” 

* Napoleon III., ‘ Life of Caesar.’ 
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Jl! ati0 " haV ? een made ' what th ey are by the thinking 
‘ d he ° rbn S of man y generations of men. Patient and 
Lrr g * abourers m a11 ranks an d conditions of life 
S0 “ a ” d eXp '° rerS of th<! raine . i-ventori 
Poe., hn re ? ” ,anU ? Ct " rerS ' m “ha„ics artisans. 
L ds P P C ? “ d politicia " 5 ’ all have contributed 
no fcV. ^ °" e S enerat ion building upon 

ste Cmying them forward 10 still higher 

ges. This constant succession of noble workers— the 

the cou ? 0 C 'l ” J a " d "' e livi "S has thus, in 
provided ^ bfthe S a T', inhe,it0r ° f the ” ch «<** 
^ Placed in our t d 7 ° f ° Ur forefa thers, which 

only unimpaired bur 8 IT*’ to hand do ™, not 
The r ^! ,mpr0Ved ’ t0 our successors. 

of individuals 0 hat in In T eXh ' blted In the ener getic action 
English character iff t ^ marked feature in the 

power as a narioV V u ** measure of our 
there were always to g & a ° Ve * C heads of the mass > 
tinguished bevond f ° Un ? a Senes of individuals dis- 
hornage. ButVir nr° ^ commanded the public 
tudes'of smaUe a ndT eS l haS alSO been * multi- 

generals’ namt'mav b "r T T?* Th ° Ugh ° nly the 
great campaign, it hL been^n”^”^ 10 ** hlSt0ry ° f any 
individual valour m'l 1 ■ ^ ^ reat measure through the 

have beenlt A d r7° ,Sm ° f the privates victories 
in the ranks hariit ‘n’ ^ 18 Soldiers ’ buttle, ’’-men 
of workers Man S 1 \ t " | neS been amon g st the greatest 
have neverthele s 7 the 1VCS of men ""written, which 
progress L til “ influenced ^ilisatmn and 

recorded in bin fortunate Great whose names are 
sets before his f 7 ^ ^ Pven tke humblest person, who 
upright honestvof° WS ^ CXamp,e of indu stry, sobriety, and 
future inflnp-n 7 purpose m Ilf e, has a present as well as a 
nee upon the well-being of his country • for his 
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life and character pass unconsciously into the lives of others, 
and propagate good example for all time to come. 

Daily experience shows that it is energetic individualism 
which produces the most powerful effects upon the life 
and action of others, and really constitutes the best prac- 
tical education. Schools, academies, and colleges, give 
but the merest beginnings of culture in comparison with it. 
Far more influential is the life-education daily given in our 
homes, in the streets, behind counters, in workshops, at the 
loom and the plough, in counting-houses and manufac- 
tories, and in the busy haunts of men. This is that finishing 
instruction as members of society, which Schiller designated 
“ the education of the human race,” consisting in action, 
conduct, self-culture, self-control, — all that tends to discipline 
a man truly, and fit him for the proper performance of the 
duties and business of life, — a kind of education not to be 
learnt from books, or acquired by any amount of mere 
literary training. With his usual weight of words Bacon 
observes, that “ Studies teach not their own use ; but that 
is a wisdom without them, and above them, won by observa- 
tion a remark that holds true of actual life, as well as of 
the cultivation of the intellect itself. For all experience 
serves to illustrate and enforce the lesson, that a man per- 
fects himself by work more than by reading, — that it is 
life rather than literature, action rather than study, and 
character rather than biography, which tend perpetually to 
renovate mankind. 

Biographies of great, but especially of good men. are 
nevertheless most instructive and useful, as helps, guides, 
and incentives to others. Some of the best are almost 
equivalent to gospels — teaching high living, high thinking, 
and energetic action for their own and the world's good. 
The valuable examples which they furnish of the power ot 
self-help, of patient purpose, resolute working, and steadfast 
integrity, issuing in the formation of truly noble and manly 
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Difficulties the best helpers. 


^ k T age n0t t0 be mis understood, 
f 1S in the power of each to accomplish for himself- 

? efficac y of self-respect and self! 
ance m enabling men of even the humblest rank to work 

repuMon. “ ho " ourabl<! competency and a solid 

of great 

35 t h T ^“rr 

poor min a„,l T ’ fa ™>»uses > _fro m lhe lluts of 
greatest apostles have cojiTfrom “thennk, ”° The° f G ° d ’ S 

P| ac ?»oc have d-S 

their way/ Those verv lffi 1 ” SU P erab,e P r <>ved obstacles in 
even seem to hnvo k } ? cuItles > m many instances, would 
powers of labour anTe'Y 11 he,pers ’ b f evok in« their 
faculties which might othr UranC \ and stlmul;ltin 8: into life 
instances of obsS s 3Ve dorm "' t T1 'c 

thus achieved are . “'"““nted, and of triumphs 

the proverb that “with Wrf* numerous * as almost to justify 
for instance, t renn Tak =. 

came Jeremy Tavlor tl ' tbat born the b atber’s shop 
Richard AAwrS L mOSt P ° etical of divines ; Sir 
founder of the cotton m mV f ntor of tfle s pinning-jenny and 
the mosfdimnSd r , a“ re; d Tented ™. one of 
■Itc grea,« Sf, ? LOTd Chlrf J“otices ; and Turner, 
s aces among landscape painters. 

it is r q LSr t wt nty What ? hakes P ea — ; but 
His father wt , C T™ 8 from a hum ble rank, 

himself is sunnosfsd bu ^ her and ^ier; and Shakespeare 

whilst others aver LIT ° Ufe a wooIc omber ; 

afterward,?/ 16 WaS an usher >n a school, and 

“notone buTT^ He trul > r seems to have been 

accuracv of h * mankind ’ s e Pitome.” For such is the 
Y is sea phrases that a naval writer alleges that 
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Some of the greatest men 


Chat. I. 


he must have been a sailor ; whilst a clergyman infers, from 
internal evidence in his writings, that he was probably a 
parson s clerk ; and a distinguished judge of horse-flesh 
insists that he must have been a horse-dealer. Shakespeare 
was certainly an actor, and in the course of his life “ played 
many parts, gathering his wonderful stores of knowledge 
from a wide field of experience and observation. In any 
event, he must have been a close student and a hard worker; 
and to this day his writings continue to exercise a powerful 
influence on the formation of English character. 

The common class of day labourers has given us Brindley 
the engineer, Cook the navigator, and Bums the poet. 
Masons and bricklayers can boast of Ben Jonson, who 
worked at the building of Lincoln’s Inn, with a trowel in 
his hand and a book in his pocket, Edwards and Telford 
the engineers, Hugh Miller the geologist, and Allan Cun- 
ningham the writer and sculptor ; whilst among distinguished 
carpenters we find the names of Inigo Jones the architect, 
Harrison the chronometer-maker, John Hunter the physi- 
ologist, Romney and Opie the painters, Professor Lee the 
Orientalist, and John Gibson the sculptor. 

f rom the weaver class have sprung Simson the mathe- 
matician, Bacon the sculptor, the two Milners, Adam Walker, 
John foster, Milson the ornithologist, Dr. Livingstone the 
missionary traveller, and Tannahill the poet. Shoemakers 
have given us Sir Cloudesley Shovel the great Admiral, 
Sturgeon the electrician, £ miuel Drew the essaydst, Gifford 
the editor of the ‘ Quarterly Review,’ Bloomfield the poet, 
and William Carey the missionary; whilst Morrison, another 
abonous missionary, was a maker of shoe-lasts. Within the 
ast few years, a profound naturalist has been discovered in 
t e person of a shoemaker at Banff, named Thomas Edwards, 
w oo, while maintaining himself by his trade, has devoted his 
eisure to the study of natural science in all its branches, his 
researc es in connexion with the smaller crustaceae having 
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been rewarded by the discovery of a new species, to which 
naturalists. ' Edwardsii " has been given by 

historianT be L en undistin ^ished. John Stow, the 

T a ckson \h° r ^ Et thC tradC dUr ' ng Some P art of his life - 

hood The , ] " ,inter o- m ? de clodies untd he reached man- 
dishn'cn • h 1 u aVC Sir ^ ohn Hawkswood, who so greatly 
f P ° iCtierS ’ and ™ knightfd by 
a London tailrT . ^ a0Ur ’ was m earl y life apprenticed to 

at vLt I H , f miral H ° bS0n ’ Wh ° brok ^ the boom 

work S 7 / bd ° nged t0 the sarae calling. He wak 
of Wight U e n T near Bonc hurch, in the Isle 

squadron of thr ° Ugh the village that a 

sprane from th ,° f '^ ar was sailin S off the island. He 

rades to the blch to ’ *** “ d ° Wn Wlth his Com - 
boy was sudde i ’ gaze u P on the glorious sight. The 
sailor • and snri Y • mflamed Wlth the ambition to be a 

squadron gained v b ° at ’ he ro ' ved off to th e 
volunteer Yea f a miral s sbl P, and was accepted as a 

of honours and^dined off T** vUIage fuI1 

where he had wort l C ° n and CggS in the cotta g e 

tailor of all is imn ^ uf a PP renbcc - But the greatest 
President of the Andrew Johnson, the present 

of character and ■ 1 C Stat . es ~ a man of ' extraordinary force 
Washington , Vlg ° ur °f mtellect. In his great speech at 

political career 7s “ having begUn his 

branches of the l • , a derman ’ and run through all the 
“From a tailor ud ature ’ a voice in the crowd cried, 
the intends i P bt WaS oharact eristic of Johnson to take 

accouT^ SarCaS “ in S° od P»». «d to turn i, to 
does nnt A' ° mC genl ' eman sa y s 1 have been a tailor. That 
I had the ISCOncert me in the least ; for when I was a tailor 
fits • I w re P''tation of being a good one, and making close 

did good^’ork ^ PUnCtUai with my cust omers, and always 
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Cardinal Wolsey, De Foe, Akenside, and Kirke White 
were the sons of butchers ; Bunyan was a tinker, and Joseph 
Lancaster a basket-maker. Among the great names identi- 
fied with the invention of the steam-engine are those of 
Newcomen, Watt, and Stephenson ; the first a blacksmith, 
the second a maker of mathematical instalments, and the 
third an engine-fireman. Huntingdon the preacher was 
originally a coalheaver, and Bewick, the father of wood- 
engraving, a coalminer. Dodsley was a footman, and 
Holcroft a groom. Baffin the navigator began his seafaring 
career as a man before the mast, and Sir Cloudesley Shovel 
as a cabin-boy. Herschel played the oboe in a military 
band. Chantrey was a journeyman carver, Etty a journey- , 
man printer, and Sir Thomas Lawrence the son of a tavern- 
keeper. Michael Faraday, the son of a blacksmith, was 
in early life apprenticed to a bookbinder, and worked at 
that trade until he reached his twenty-second year : he 
now occupies the very first rank as a philosopher, excelling 
even his master, Sir Humphry Davy, in the art of lucidly 
expounding the most difficult and abstruse points in natural 
science. 

Among those who have given the greatest impulse to the 
sublime science of astronomy, vve find Copernicus, the son of 
a Polish baker ; Kepler, the son of a German public-house 
keeper, and himself the “gar^onde cabaret;” d’Alembert, a 
foundling picked up one winter’s night on the steps of the 
church of St. Jean le Rond at Paris, and brought up by the 
wife of a glazier ; and Newton and Laplace, the one the son 
cf a small freeholder near Grantham, the other the son of a 
poor peasant of Beaumont-en-Auge, near Honfleur. Not- 
withstanding their comparatively adverse circumstances in 
early life, these distinguished men achieved a solid and 
enduring reputation by the exercise of their genius, which all 
the wealth in the world could not have purchased. The 
very possession of wealth might indeed have proved an 


Digitized by Google 



Chap. i. Eminent middle-class men. 


1 1 


obstacle greater even than the humble means to which they 

~ ° fLagrange ' the ast ronomer and 

, ‘ lcian, held the office of 1 reasurer of War at Turin • 

r " med ” imse,f by his 
need to comparative poverty. To this circumstance 
Lagrange was m after life accustomed partly to attribute 
H S 7\ fame happiness. “ Had I been rich >’ saTd he 
'"ff'y " w >“« b«ome a mathematician.” ’ 

, SOns clergymen and ministers of religion general! v 
We pamcaWydittinguiahea themselves hCS 

52£ &Z “ ?, 'Th find the nimes 0f ^ 2J 

rr"’ k ~ 

England in LT 1° Weed, the empire of 

middle class such * ' cr ^ held chle % by men of the 
successot^rLlh, e ’. Wartm Hast * n S s . and their 

WnedtohabSXSe” *" d * a ” d 

S0ns 0f attorne y s "e find Edmund Burke, 

Somers HardS” eer i L”' . and Word s»orth, and Lords 
was the Li ' „ ; Running. Sir William Blackstone 
father wrLr . n" ° f 1 Lord Gifford’s 

Judge TalftfurdT D ° Ver; LOrd Denman ’ s ^ physician ; 
Baron Polity a " T** brewefy and Lord Chief 
Layard the ce e 'rated saddler at Charing Cross, 

an Articled ™ ° f the monuments of Nineveh, was 
C d : k “ » solicitor’s office; and Sir 

of the Arm r ° n ^’ * e lnventor of hydraulic machinery and 
and nrar fic Yf ng 0rdnance ’ was also trained to the law 

the son nf 7 7 S ° me time as an attorney. Milton was 
a London scrivener, and Pope and Southey were 
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the sons of linendrapers. Frofessor Wilson was the son of 
a Paisley manufacturer, and Lord Macaulay of an African 
merchant. Keats was a druggist, and Sir Humphry Davy a 
country apothecary’s apprentice. Speaking of himself, Davy 
once said, “ What I am I have made myself : I say this 
without vanity, and in pure simplicity of heart.” Richard 
Owen, the Newton of Natural History, began life as a 
midshipman, and did not enter upon the line of scientific 
research in which he has since become so distinguished, 
until comparatively late in life. He laid the foundations of 
his great knowledge while occupied in cataloguing the mag- 
nificent museum accumulated by the industry of John 
Hunter, a work which occupied him at the College of Sur- 
geons during a period of about ten years. 

Foreign not less than English biography abounds in 
illustrations of men who have glorified the lot of poverty by 
their labours and their genius. In Art we find Claude, the 
son of a pastrycook ; Geefs, of a baker; Leopold Robert, 
of a watchmaker ; and Haydn, of a wheelwright ; whilst 
Daguerre was a scene-painter at the Opera. The father of 
Gregory VII. was a carpenter ; of Sextus V., a shepherd; 
and of Adrian VI., a poor bargeman. When a boy, Adrian, 
unable to pay for a light by which to study, was accustomed 
to prepare his lessons by the light of the lamps in the streets 
and the church porches, exhibiting a degree of patience and 
industry which were the certain forerunners of his future 
distinction. Of like humble origin were Hauy, the mineral- 
ogist, who was the son of a weaver of Saint-Just; Haute- 
feuille, the mechanician, of a baker at Orleans; Joseph 
Fourier, the mathematician, of a tailor at Auxerre ; Durand, 
the architect, of a Paris shoemaker ; and Gesner, the natu- 
ralist, of a skinner or worker in hides, at Zurich. This last • 
began his career under all the disadvantages attendant on 
poverty, sickness, and domestic calamity ; none of which, 
however, were sufficient to damp his courage or hinder his 
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1 LT? , HiS lifC WaS indeed an em5nent lustration of the 
tn. th of the saying, that those who have most to do and are 

"i ling to work, will find the most time. Pierre Ramus w i ■ 
another man of like character. He was the son nf 
parents m Picardy, and when a boy was employed to tend 
AfteT’e Ut n0t liking the occu Pation he ran away to Paris. 

7 he chemist Vauquelin was the nr 

A««.d'He,be t o, & , he CaivlrwL^aToT^ t"!' 
though poor ,y dad> , M was fu]| * >»y « school, 

the master, who taun-lu- him f , lght mte H 1 gence ; and 

^ ^ hii ,:r '.•&*** " b r «-*-« 

study, Colin, and one dav vm> ° ° n ’ my b ° y ; work > 
Parish churchwarden ! ” g ° aS WeI1 dressed as the 

the school, admired the oun ry apothecary who visited 
take him and ^red to 

Vauquelin assented in the 7 P ° U " d hls dru S s > to which 
His lessons. ^ ° f being able *o continue 

spend anv part of his UOt permit him to 

this, the youth immediaM Z ^ ° n Pertaining 

t0 qUk his se ™ce 

^ havresac on his back A^i ^ f ° r Paris with 

Place as apothecary’s ho’ , A ed there > he searched for a 
out bv fatitnip ,, \ . y * bllt c °uld not find one. Worn 

state was taken to the hof ^\ ^ ^ feU ffl ’ and in that 
die ' But better things w ’ Where he thou ght he should 
recovered and - 8 ^ m St °! e for the poor boy. He 

me nt,whichheat Rnmhf 006 !?^ ? his Search of em P lo y- 

after, he became V S 1 f ° Un ? Wlth an apothecary. Shortly 
who was so nleac , n ° W1 ) ' t0 ] ' ourc roy the eminent chemist, 

Private secrefaL and ^ that he made him 

that great nhjTle V ™ ny years after > on the death of 
g ' Philosopher, Vauquelin succeeded him as Pro- 
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fessor of Chemistry. Finally, in 1829, the electors of the 
district of Calvados appointed him their representative in 
the Chamber of Deputies, and he re-entered in triumph the 
village which he had left so many years before, so poor and 
so obscure. 

England has no parallel instances to show, of promotions 
from the ranks of the army to the highest military offices, 
which have been so common in France since the first Revo- 
lution. “ La carriere ouverte aux talents ” has there received 
many striking illustrations, which would doubtless be matched 
among ourselves were the road to promotion as open. 
Hoche, Humbert, and Pichegru, began their resj- active 
careers as private soldiers. Hoche, while in the King’s 
army, was accustomed to embroider waistcoats to enable 
him to earn money wherewith to purchase books on military 
science. Humbert was a scapegrace when a youth ; at 
sixteen he ran away from home, and was by turns servant to 
a tradesman at Nancy, a workman at Lyons, and a hawker 
of rabbit skins. In 1792, he enlisted as a volunteer; and 
in a year he was general of brigade. Kleber, Lefevre, 
Suchet, Victor, Lannes, Soult, Massena, St. Cyr, D’Erlon, 
Murat, Augereau, Bessihres, and Ney, all rose from the ranks. 
In some cases promotion was rapid, in others it was slow. 
Saint Cyr, the son of a tanner of Toul, began life as an 
actor, after which he enlisted in the Chasseurs, and was 
promoted to a captaincy within a year. Victor, Due de 
Belluno, enlisted in the Artillery in 1781 : during the events 
preceding the Revolution he was discharged ; but imme- 
diately on the outbreak of war he re-enlisted, and in the 
course of a few months his intrepidity and ability secured 
his promotion as Adjutant-Major and chief of batallion. 
Murat, “ le beau sabreur,” was the son of a village innkeeper 
in Perigord, where he looked after the horses. He first 
enlisted in a regiment of Chasseurs, from which he was 
dismissed for insubordination ; but again enlisting, he shortly 
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rose to the rank of Colonel. Ney enlisted at eighteen in a 
hussar regiment, and gradually advanced step by s te D 

Indtf e t' S °hT-- dlSC ? Vered his merits ’ sumaming him “The 
Indefatigable, and promoted him to be Adinram r , 

„„| y t fiv , 0 „ , he ^**££^2 
y s rom the date of his enlistment before he reached 
rank of sergeant. But Snnlr’* 0,1 reached the 

rose successively steD ^ ,hough he afterwards 

General . S„ Lft ,hc ^ of Colonel, 
v/i ^vision, and Marshal, he declared tW 1 

of sergeant was the step which of Ml Ju T , the P ° St 

roost labour to win Simile. • ° tbers bad c °st him the 

French army h T ve IT 77°^ ^ the ranks > “ the 

gamier entered the STf 7™ t0 ° Ur own da F- Chan- 

Marshal BugeaVd seted g ^ aS a priva * in 18x5. 

he was made an officer Af^VriT ’j the ranks ’ after which 

Minister of War beean^h ^ ^, Rand ° n> the P resen t French 

and in the poZ t of l ^ “ a dn ™™r 

his hand rests UDO n , d T “ the gaIIery at Versailles, 

P^ted at his own request™^?’ ^ 7^ bdng thuS 
French soldiers with^ml • ta ' lces such « these inspire 
Pnvate feels Zrem -f” 1 f ° r their se ™e, as each 
in his knapsack. ^ P ° SSlbly carry the bat °n of a marshal 

by dint of pers^verinTan'r ^ ^ ° ther countries > who, 
themselves from the hun!n 1Catl ° n , ^ energy ’ have raise d 
positions of useless Tnl 7 7 * to eminent 

s o numerous that thpv i". T uence in society, are indeed 
exceptional. Looking 7 ong ceased to be regarded as 
g at some of the more remarkable, it 

00 eeograpt^umil'h' ^ ® d “? lti ? n in his and learnt next to 

s My of this branch of ^ minister of France, when the 

Pleasure. — ‘ CEuvres & c °d’A, ^ “.“t l ° haVC given him the &r eate st 

m °x.' Paris, i86r. ’l. ^ d Alexls de Focqueville. Pur G. de Beau- 
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might almost be said that early encounter with difficulty and 
adverse circumstances was the necessary and indispensable 
condition of success. The British House of Commons has 
always contained a considerable number of such self-raised 
men fitting representatives of the industrial character of 
the people ; and it is to the credit of our Legislature that 
they have been welcomed and honoured there. When 
the late Joseph Brotherton, member for Salford, in the 
course of the discussion on the Ten Hours Bill, detailed 
with true pathos the. hardships and fatigues to which he had 
been subjected when working as a factory boy in a cotton 
mill, and described the resolution which he had then formed, 
that if ever it was in his power he would endeavour to 
ameliorate the condition of that class, Sir James Graham 
rose immediately after him, and declared, amidst the cheers 
of the House, that he did not before know that Mr. Brother- 
ton s origin had been so humble, but that it rendered him 
more proud than he had ever before been of the House of 
Commons, to think that a person risen from that condition 
should be able to sit side by side, on equal terms, with the 
hereditary gentry of the land. 

The late Mr. fox, member for Oldham, was accustomed 
to introduce his recollections of past times with the words, 
when I was working as a weaver boy at Norwich;” and 
there are other members of parliament, still living, whose 
origin has been equally humble. Mr. Lindsay, the well- 
known ship owner, until recently member for Sunderland, 
once told the simple story of his life to the electors of 
Weymouth, in answer to an attack made upon him by his 
political opponents. He had been left an orphan at 
ourteen, and when he left Glasgow: for Liverpool to push 
is way in the world, not being able to pay the usual fare, 
t e captain of the steamer agreed to take his labour in 
exc nnge, and the boy worked his passage by trimming the 
a s ' n ^ le coa l hole. At Liverpool he remained for seven 
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weeks before he could obtain employment, during which 
time he lived m sheds and fared hardly; until aUast he 

°:: tfrr tr * a West «= Us i 

he w”! ,1°^ ' was ni " e,een ’ b r «**! good conduce 

tarn he “ m u and 0f a sh, > At ^nty-three he 
ret.ad from the sea, and settled on shore, after which his 

progress was rapid : - he had prospered,” he sdd »bv 

teady industry, by constant work, and by ever keenimr in 

pnndple ot doi ” g ,o ° thers as you bc 
pr«,3 ^ S DiSr’ h f "* 

resemblance to that of Mr. Lindsay hS foth” t0nSlderable 

Lancaster died lenvinrr r 1 r’ * 1S ^ atber ’ a surgeon at 

1: 1 “r a id a s s "">'-; 

imo the coumineho , “ fa "' ng fll - lhe "°y taken 
gave f countin g-house, where he had more leisure This 

-ess *** obtained 

volumes through from A ® ntann,ca >’ he read the 

night. He afterwards * f 1 ■ ’ y by day ’ but chiefly at 

•vnd succeeded in it. Now he 7^ * trade ’ W3S diHgent ’ 

every sea and holds ^ . ias s M P S sai ling on almost 

country on the 6 hb e . m ' rai1 re,a,ionS ™ h every 

late Richard 0 Cobde^ tbe , Same class may be ranked the 
humble. The son Y Wh ° SC Start in life was e< l u ally 

Sussex, he was Z Z * farmer at Midb -st * 

Ployed as alY 3n ear y age to L ^don and em- 

well conducted a " arebouse in the City. He was diligent, 
man oftheZ ’ T 1 eager for Sanation. His master, a 
he old school, warned him against too much reading ; 
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but the boy went on in his own course, storing his mind 
with the wealth found in books. He -was promoted from 
one position of trust to another — became a traveller for his 
house secured a large connection, and eventually started 
in business as a calico printer at Manchester. Taking an 
interest in public questions, more especially in popular 
education, his attention was gradually drawn to the subject 
ot the Corn J-aw’s, to the repeal of which he may be said to 
have devoted his fortune and his life. It may be men- 
tioned as a curious fact that the first speech he delivered 
in public was a total failure. But he had great perseverance, 
application, and energy ; and with persistency and practice, 
he became at length one of the most persuasive and effective 
ot public speakers, extorting the disinterested eulogy of even 
Sir Robert Peel himself. M. Drouyn de Lhuys, the French 
Ambassador, has eloquently said of Mr. Cobden, that, he 
was ‘ a living proof of what merit, perseverance, and labour 
can accomplish ; one of the most complete examples of 
those men who, sprung from the humblest ranks of society, 
raise themselves to the highest rank in public estimation by 
tne effect of their own worth and of their personal services; 
finally, one of the rarest examples of the solid qualities 
inherent in the English character.” 

In all these cases, strenuous individual application was the 
price paid for distinction ; excellence of any sort being 
invariably placed beyond the reach of indolence. It is the 
diligent hand and head alone that maketh rich — in self- 
culture, growth in wisdom, and in business. Even when 
men are bom to wealth and high social position, any solid ! 
reputation which they may individually achieve can only be 
attained by energetic application ; for though an inheritance 
of acres may be bequeathed, an inheritance of knowledge 
and w isdom cannot. The wealthy man may pay others for 
doing his work for him, but it is impossible to get his thinking 
one for him by another, or to purchase any kind of self- I 
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cullure. Indeed, the doctrine that excellence in any pursuit 
.S only to be achieved by laborious application, holds as true 
n the ease of the man of weald, as in that of Drew “d 
Gilford, whose only school was a cobbler's stall, or Hu»h 
M.her whose only college was a Cromarty stone quatry ° 

for , S h” , T ™ no. necessary 

itek "nde^dl e ' Se had n0t ,he *<>" d been Z 

humbler ranks wh ? have S P™!I *»m 

not train men tn'offn* 7 and !uxunous existence does 
does it awalfPn fK f or . enc ounter with difficulty; nor 

necessary for enercredc?n n d SC1 ff USn - eSS ° f P ° Wer Wh ’ ch is so 

so tar from poSw ^ aCtion in life - Indeed, 

self-help, be converted even in!o TbS f ^ Vig ° r ° US 
to that stnigide with tl , , . essm g > r °using a man 
purchase ease bv d d ° r ' d m ' vhich ' ,ho “« h »n,e may 
hearted find stantTt Pd ' he rigl,t - minded a " d true- 
says, « Men seeTtV ^ and Bacon 

their strength ■ of the fZ l ° Uaderstand thtir riches nor 

than they *oul 5 d l t £ T r they be,ieve 8 ™'“ thing, 
and self-denial will 1 h " k . >«*• Self-reliance 
cistern, and eat his own 3 'i"'"' t0 dr ' nk out of his own 
truly to ,, et M , ,i° f bread ’ and lolcam and labour 

expend the s °° d 

genc^o which° m f„ 0at a tem Ptation to «ase and self-indul- 
the greater of thT t ? 7 natUre prone ’ that the glory is all 

"scorn delfohts^d ,i ,T l ° f * heir S en eration — who 
honour of the weahhie VC o b ° n0 " s days " 11 is to 
not idlers ■ for the d ,n thls COL!ntr f that they are 

state, and' ZjT, 1° * hC,r fair sharc » f <he work of rhe 
dangers. It wa X a 1 ' 3 ™" r£ than lhelr to share of its 
the Peninsular a UC thmg sa ‘ d of a suba Item officer in 
mud and • Campaigll f’ observed trudging alone through 
mire b> the side of his regiment, “ There goes 
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15,000/. a-year!” and in our own day, the bleak slopes of 
Sebastopol and the burning soil of India have borne witness 
to the like noble self-denial and devotion on the part of our 
gentler classes ; many a gallant and noble fellow, of rank 
and estate, having risked his life, or lost it, in one or other 
o those fields of action, in the service of his country. 

. or ^ ave wealthier classes been undistinguished in 
the more peaceful pursuits of philosophy and science. Take, 
tor instance, the great names of Bacon, the father of modern 
philosophy, and of Worcester, Boyle, Cavendish, Talbot, 
and Rosse, in science. The last named maybe regarded 
as the great mechanic of the peerage; a man who, if he had 
not been born a peer, would probably have taken the highest 
ran ■ as an inventor. So thorough is his knowledge of . smith- 
'd trat he is said to have been pressed on one occasion 
to accept the foremanship of a large workshop, by a manu- 
re urer to whom his rank was unknown. The great Rosse 
te escope, of his own fabrication, is certainly the most extraor- 
nmry instrument of the kind that has yet been constructed. 

ut it is principally in the departments of politics and 
1 er ^ tur i e that we find the most energetic labourers amongst 
° 1 i-gier classes. Success in these lines of action, as in 
,° * ie [ s ’ can on] y be achieved through industry, practice, 
stu y, and the great Minister, or parliamentary leader, 
must nu<.ssari!y be amongst the very hardest of workers, 
was Palmerston ; and such are Derby and Russell, 
S '/ U 1 aiK ^ Gladstone. These men have had the benefit of 
r p. C , n 0urs bu * have often, during the busy season 
ar lament, worked “ double shift,” almost day and night. 

1 e m0bt illustrious of such workers in modem times 
in a Unquestlc > nabI y the late Sir Robert Peel. He possessed 
tinl 1 extrnor inary degree the power of continuous intellec- 

Drespnt °i U F ’ n ° r ^ be s P are himself. His career, indeed, 
comn C • ^ rcmarbab l e example of how much a man of 
a 1Ve ^ m oderate powers can accomplish by means 
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of assiduous application and indefatigable industry. During 
the forty years that he held a seat in Parliament, his labours 
were prodigious. He was a most conscientious man, and 
whatever he undertook to do, he did thoroughly. All his 
speeches bear evidence of his careful study of everything 
hat had been spoken or written on the subject under con- 
sideration. He was elaborate almost to excess ; and spared 
no pains to adapt himself to the various capacities of his 
udience. VVithal, he possessed much practical sagacity, 
great strength of purpose, and power to direct the issues of 

:“ y, T d lnd 111 « he s„, 

rth Li T : S P nnc, P' es broadened and enlarged 

mehowand r T ‘ nStead ° f contracti "& wved to 
,7,t ! h ' s nature - To the last he continued open 

him r t eCePt ‘° n ° f nCW Views > and > th ough many thought 

. ” T m “ CeSS ' he did not all >» tboself to fall So 

xr:r mat 7 “» ° f ^ k ss 

Le of :r „r dS r n,klr,y Seated, and renders the old 
ot many nothing but a pity. 

dos, “ d " sny ° f Lord Brou « ta “ has become 

a period of ’ j ^' S pu ^ c la hours have extended over 
rated ov f UpWard ® oi Slxt y y ears > during which he has 
sc—Tt " 7 fieIdS ~° f laW > ,kerature > politics, and 
contrived it h dlstlnction in them all. How he 

Samuel Romm' ^ l ° a mystery - 0nce > when Sir 
he excused ,. y Wa ^ e< ^ uested to undertake some new work, 
he added << S ^ m S *at he had no time; “but,” 

have time f £ ° / -° that felIow Brou gham, he seems to 

never eft / Th e secret of it was, that he 

stitution of mmU C unem Pi°y ed ) withal he possessed a con- 
men would / 0n * ^ llen arr ived at an age at which most 
earned l • ^ retired Prom the world to enjoy their hard- 

chair i ei j U T, e ’ l ,er h a P s to doze away their time in an easy . 
of i’k™ Br ° Ugham commenced and prosecuted a series 
elaborate investigations as to the laws of Light, and he 
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submitted the results to the most scientific audiences that 
Paris and London could muster. About the same time, he 
was passing through the press his admirable sketches of the 
‘ Men of Science and Literature of the Reign of George III.,' 
and taking his full share of the law business and the political 
discussions in the House of Lords. Sydney Smith once 
recommended him to confine himself to only the transaction 
of so much business as three strong men could get through. 
But such was Brougham’s love of work — long become a 
habit — that no amount of application seems to have been 
too great for him ; and such was his love of excellence, that 
it has been said of him that if his station in life had been 
only that of a shoe-black, he would never have rested satis- 
fied until he had become the best shoe-black in England. 

Another hard-working man of the same class is Sir E. 
Bulwer Lytton. Few writers have done more, or achieved 
higher distinction in various walks — as a novelist, poet, 
dramatist, historian, essayist, orator, and politician. He has 
worked his way step by step, disdainful of ease, and animated 
throughout by the ardent desire to excel. On the score 
of mere industry, there are few living English writers who 
have written so much, and none that have produced so much 
of high quality. The industry of Buhver is entitled to all 
the greater praise that it has been entirely self-imposed. To 
hunt, and shoot, and live at ease, — to frequent the clubs 
and enjoy the opera, with the variety of London visiting 
and sight-seeing during the “ season,” and then off to the 
country mansion, with its well-stocked preserves, and its 
thousand delightful out-door pleasures, — to travel abroad, to 
Paris, \ ienna, or Rome, — all this is excessively attractive to a 
lover of pleasure and a man of fortune, and by no means 
calculated to make him voluntarily undertake continuous 
labour of any kind. Yet these pleasures, all within his reach, 
Bulwer must, as compared with men bom to similar estate, 
have denied himself in assuming the position and pursuing 
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the career of a literary man. Like Byron, his first effort was 
1-octica (‘Weeds and Wild Flowers’), and a failure. His 
second was a novel (‘ Falkland ’), and it proved a failure too. 

Bulwer rfl ner y e W0Uld have dr °PP ed authorship ; but 
terl7 !! ad pluck and Perseverance ; and he worked on, de- 
rauned t° succeed. He was incessantly industrious, read 

S ^f Ur r ent C0 — ^ ouwai is to 
I ' . e ham foI1 °wed ‘ Falkland ’ within a year and 
i « Z? ? ° f B " IW ' S “«* extending' mrer 

Mr Disraei- ’ (TT’ 1,as . been a succession of triumphs. 
i„d“L ‘T a . Stoilar instan “ of the Power of 

cW HtsfiS ?° D m,,0rking ° Ut an eminent public 

2 a TollT ^ Wlth “ l0Ud lau S hter ’’ ‘ Hamlet ’ played 
sentence which^ t0 * But he concluded with a 

laughter witlr which K Z Pr ° pheCy - Writhin g under the 
^ exclaimed <‘ T w ^ el ° quence had been received, 

and have succeeded in d , Several times man y thi ngs, 
but the time mi 1Cm at asb ^ shall sit dow-n now, 

did come- corae when .y°u will hear me.” The time 
mandintr the \ 10W Israeli succeeded in at length com- 
•n the worH * en . tl0n of the first assembly of gentlemen 
and determ ’ a Stnkmg iIlustr ation of what energy 

iw chnt T 10n WlU d °’ f0r Disraeli ^med his position 
men H u P a ^ ien t industry. He did not, as many young 
do, having once failed, retire dejected, to mope and 
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whine in a corner, but diligently set himself to work. He 
carefully unlearnt his faults, studied the character of his 
audience, practised sedulously the art of speech, and indus- 
triously filled his mind with the elements of parliamentary 
knowledge. He worked patiently for success ; and it came, 
but slowly : then the House laughed with him, instead of at 
him. The recollection of his early failure was effaced, and 
by general consent he was at length admitted to be one of 
the most finished and effective of parliamentary speakers. 

Although much may be accomplished by means of indi- 
vidual industry and energy, as these and other instances set 
forth in the following pages serve to illustrate, it must at 
the same time be acknowledged that the help which we 
derive from others in the journey of life is of very great 
importance. The poet Wordsworth has well said that 
“ these two things, contradictor)" though they may seem, 
must go together — manly dependence and manly inde- 
pendence, manly reliance and manly self-reliance." From 
infancy to old age, all are more or less indebted to others 
for nurture and culture ; and the best and strongest are 
usually found the readiest to acknowledge such help. 
Take, for example, the career of the late Alexis de 
Tocqueville, a man doubly well-born, for his father was a 
distinguished peer of France, and his mother a grand- 
daughter of Malesherbes. Through powerful family influ- 
ence, he was appointed Judge Auditor at Versailles when 
only twenty-one ; but probably feeling that he had not fairly 
won the position by merit, he determined to give it up and 
owe his future advancement in life to himself alone. “ A 
foolish resolution," some will say; but De Tocqueville 
bravely acted it out. He resigned his appointment, and 
made arrangements to leave France for the purpose of 
travelling through the United States, the results of which 
were published in his great book on ‘ Democracy in America.’ 
Iiis friend and travelling companion, Gustave de Beaumont, 
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has described his indefatigable industry during this journey. 

Iis nature,” he says, “ was wholly averse to idleness, and 
whether he was travelling or resting, his mind was always at 
work. . With Alexis, the most agreeable conversation 
, was that which was the most useful. The worst day was 

the lost day, or the day ill spent; the least loss of time 
annoyed him. . Tocqueville himself wrote to a friend— 
There is no time of life at which one can wholly cease 

r~ r eff ° rt With ° Ut ° ne ’ S self ’ and stil1 more 

effort within, is equally necessary, if not more so, as we grow 

' ’; an .? 15 m youth - . I compare man in this world 
Hue er journeying without ceasing towards a colder 

to w^ T T rT° n; the higher he goes ’ thefaster he ou g ht 
to naUc. The great malady of the soul is cold. And in 

! S j in f, thlS formidable evil, one needs not only to be 

contact withV Vu™ ° f 1 m ‘ nd em P lo >’ ed > bu t also by 
contact with one s fellows m the business of life.” * 

— .° yf‘° dil>8je Tocqueville's decided views as to the 

“ t' y ° f rx C,S,nS “ d ‘" dual ““S' »” d ^elf-dependence, 

value ofThif f', m ° re , readj ' tta ” he Was “ teeegeise the 

dibtld to ! P - Sl ' I>P ° rt for Which aU ““ «« 1"- 
thers in a greater or less degree. Thus he 

fti»ds a De n K ' ed8 T d ’ gmi,Ud '’ hi3 °'' li Setions to’ his 

S "“/‘‘^S'ofe'ls.-totheformerformteUec. 

sympathy T n d l° the laUCr f ° r moraI su PP ort and 
onK souf’in 1 kerg0rlay he wrote — “ Thine is the 

exercises a " - C 1 KLve conf| dence, and whose influence 
influen rl '^"7 Up ° n my ovvn - Many others ha ve 
muchl7 P0n the details of my actions, but no one has so 
ideas anrwV* 8 th ° U ° n the ori ff ination of fundamental 
duct” n ° Ptrt ° Se Pnnc,ples which are the rule of con- 
7 De Tocqueville was not less ready to confess the 

in " dite d ’ Aiexis de Tocqueviue - rar 


Digitized by Google 



26 


Men their own best helpers. 


Chap. I. 


great obligations which he owed to his wife, Marie, for 
the preservation of that temper and frame of mind which 
enabled him to prosecute his studies with success. He 
believed that a noble-minded woman insensibly elevated the 
character of her husband, while one of a grovelling nature 
as certainly tended to degrade it.* 

In fine, human character is moulded by a thousand subtle 
influences ; by example and precept ; by life and literature ; 
by friends and neighbours ; by the world we live in as well 
as by the spirits of our forefathers, whose legacy of good 
words and deeds we inherit But great, unquestionably, 
though these influences are acknowledged to be, it is never- 
theless equally clear that men must necessarily be the active 
agents of their own well-being and well-doing; and that, 
however, much the wise and the good may owe to others, 
they themselves must in the very nature of things be then’ 
own best helpers. 

* “I have seen,” said he, “a hundred times in the course of my hfe, 
a weak man exhibit genuine public virtue, because supported by a wife 
who sustained him in his course, not so much by advising him to such and 
such acts, as by exercising a strengthening influence over the manner 
in which duty or even ambition was to be regarded. Much ottener, 
however, it must be confessed, have I seen private and domestic life 
gradually transform a man to whom nature had given generosity, disin- 
terestedness, and even some capacity for greatness, into an ambitious, 
mean-spirited, vulgar, and selfish creature who, in matters relating to 
his country, ended by considering them only in so far as they rendered 
his own particular condition more comfortable and easy.’ — ‘ CEuvres 
de Tocqueville.’ II. 349. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Leadeks of Industry-Inventors and Producers. 
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mvcn! ' ons only ' iud we where ^ ivtj? of 

p f ,^ le strongly-marked features of the 
- ffhsh people is their spirit of industry, standing 

an 7T: m r d diStmCt in thdr W history^ 
at anv fn klng y - Chara cteristic of them now as 

^ the commons of * “ this s P irit > Splayed 

tions and bit un th ^ ^ *“ kid founda- 
This vigorous rrowth nf . 1 , nduStnal ^ eatne ss of the empire, 
of the free eneftrv of i nabonhas been mainly the result 

upon the number of hands' 1 * % ^ l! haS been contin S ent 
actively emploved «,uu- an , fl mmds from time to time 
-soil, producers of art’ » m 'r whether as cultivators of the 
machines writers oft ° f utlllt y> intrivers of tools and 
while tWs St o/ ! S ’ ° r CreatOTS ° f WOrks of art. And 
»'iple of the nation in ^ . indastry has be en the vital prin- 
one, counteracting f ^ * S ° bee ° itS savmg and remediaI 
our aws a nd f T t0 time the effects of errors in 
The r,r ? I* 10 ™ iD OUr institution. 

also proved ^ts besf 18 ^ Wh - Ch the natlon bas Pursued, has 
work is the hen UR 4 eduCatlon - As stead y application to 
the best r • •• 1 1IGSt lraimn g for every individual, so is it 
isciphne of a state. Honourable industry travels 
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the same road with duty ; and Providence has closely linked 
both with happiness. 1 he gods, says the poet, have placed 
labour and toil on the way leading to the Elvsian fields. 
Certain it is that no bread eaten by man is so sweet as that 
earned by his own labour, whether bodily or mental. By 
labour the earth has been subdued, and man redeemed from 
barbarism ; nor has a single step in civilization been made 
without it. Labour is not only a necessity and a duty, but 
a blessing : only the idler feels it to be a curse. The duty 
of work is written on the thews and muscles of the limbs, 
the mechanism of the hand, the nerves and lobes of the 
brain the sum of whose healthy action is satisfaction and 
enjoyment. In the school of labour is taught the best prac- 
tical wisdom ; nor is a life of manual employment, as we 
shall hereafter find, incompatible with high mental culture. 

Hugh Miller, than whom none knew better the strength 
and the weakness belonging to the lot of labour, stated the 
result of his experience to be, that Work, even the hardest, 
is full of pleasure and materials for self-improvement. He 
held honest labour to be the best of teachers, and that the 
school of toil is the noblest of schools — save only the Chris- 
tian one, — that it is a school in which the ability of being 
useful is imparted, the spirit of independence learnt, and the 
habit of persevering effort acquired. He was even of opinion 
that the training of the mechanic, — by the exercise which it 
gives to his observant faculties, from his daily dealing with 
things actual and practical, and the close experience of life 
which he acquires, — better fits him for picking his way along 
the journey of life, and is more favourable to his growth as 
a Man, emphatically speaking, than the training afforded by 
any other condition. 

The array of great names which we have already cur- 
sorily cited, of men springing from the ranks of the industrial 
c asses, who have achieved distinction in various walks ot 
1 e in science, commerce, literature, and art — shows that 
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at all events the d.fficulties interposed by poverty and labour 
are not msurmountable. As respects the great contrivances 
nd inventions which have conferred so much power and 
"tat upon the nation, it is unquestionable that for the 
greater part of them we have been indebted to men of the 
humblest rank. Deduct what they have done in tL par 
ticular line of action, and it will be found that very ifttle 
indeed remains for other men to have accomplished. ° 
nventors have set in motion some of the greatest 
industries of the world. To them society owes many of ! 

articles of necessity 'inf 1 ^ t0 ° IS by which our various 
the resuh of !! ?, UXUry are fabrica ted, have been 
mankinds Ma t ingenuity ° f men and 

inventions and are e" ? ^ ^ &11 the ha PP ier for such 
an increase of i l T7 day reapmg the benefit of them in 
joyment as wel1 - of public en 

° f ""““W steam-engine — the 

own epoch, t “’T"*'** Speaking ' *° °“ r 

Like other contrivn ' as bom man y centuries ago. 

by step — one man uZ and . dlscoveries > b was effected step 
•he time apnarentlv S . mi tmg dle result of his labours, at 
up anti earned it fon M5 ’ h ' S successors . "ho took it 
the m,^ e, “re ” S ‘ age ’'- the I™*™*-- » f 

idea nr^, ' ' , g ° ver S«™ions. Thus the 

gethcr lost • bu, hk e y th Cr ° ° f A ' e!iamlna ' vas wever alto- 
the Ejrvntian th 8Taln °1 "heat hid in the hand of 

wl>cn bS, “ Spr0Utt,i and •*** grew vigorously 
brought into the full light of modem science. The 
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steam-engine was nothing, however, until it emerged from 
the state of theory, and was taken in hand by practical 
mechanics ; and what a noble story of patient, laborious in- 
vestigation, of difficulties encountered and overcome by 
heroic industry, does not that marvellous machine tell of ! 
It is indeed, in itself, a monument of the power of self-help 
in man. Grouped around it we find Savary, the military 
engineer; Newcomen, the Dartmouth blacksmith; Cawley, 
the glazier; Totter, the engine- boy; Smeaton, the civil 
engineer; and, towering above all, the laborious, patient, 
never-tiring James Watt, the mathematical-instrument maker. 

Watt was one of the most industrious of men ; and the 
story of his life proves, what all experience confirms, that it 
is not the man of the greatest natural vigour and capacity 
who achieves the highest results, but he who employs his 
powers with the greatest industry and the most carefully 
disciplined skill — the skill that comes by labour, application, 
and experience. Many men in his time knew far more 
than Watt, but none laboured so assiduously as he did to 
turn all that he did know to useful practical purposes. He 
tvas, above all things, most persevering in the pursuit of 
facts. He cultivated carefully that habit of active attention 
on which all the higher working qualities of the mind mainly 
depend. Indeed, Mr. Edgeworth entertained the opinion, 
that the difference of intellect in men depends more upon 
the early cultivation of this habit of attention , than upon any 
great disparity between the powers of one individual and 
another. 

Even when a boy, Watt found science in his toys. The 
quadrants lying about his father’s carpenter’s shop led him 
to the study of optics and astronomy ; his ill health induced 
him to pry into the secrets of physiology ; and his solitary 
walks through the country attracted him to the study of 
botany and history. While carrying on the business of a 
mathematical-instrument maker, he received an order to 
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build an organ; and, though without an ear for music, he 
undertook the study of harmonics, • and successfully con- 

liide I" “ L ^ b likc manner - when ‘he 
little model of Newcomen’s steam-engine, belonging to the 

Lmvemny of Ciasgow, was placed in his hands to repair, 

J , " h,n,S " f ‘° ' elm a " **“ ™ known 

about heat, evaporation, and condensation, -at the same 

struction ^th ^ V m mechanics and the science of con- 
struction, the results of which he at length embodied in 

his condensing steam-engine. 

littl°hnn^ earS v he T ent 0n contrivin g and inventing— with 
iim Z ° f ^ hlm ’ and ™ th few *ends to encourage 
by makine'In i° n ’ir ieanWhl!e ’ earnin § bread for his &mily 
fiddl^ fluts and g T adKintS ’ making and mending 

densing-engine into Vent T ° f mtroducin g the con- 

the success of both i<f * ^ aS a workin g power ; and 
vr , “ both is now matter of history * 

powerto the Vaimen 0 ^ 11106 t0 added Jew 

tendered it capable nlh ’ dnd ’ by numerous modifications, 
poses of Inu V , . V* 8 appBed . to ne arly all the pur- 

grinding corn nrinV " i' 1 " 8 machmcr y> impelling ships, 
planing and ’ P"V ting . books ; imping money, hammering, 
descrimV V T . ,f0ni m short ’ of Performing ever; 

One TZ 1 T TZ' where P°"« * paired 

use u modifications in the engine was that 

work, ‘ The Liv^o/n’ 1 ' a at '° n ° f , thls book > the author has in another 
greater detail the char* 1°" °j and Watt ’’ endeavoured to portray in 
men. * tharacter and achievements of these two remarkable 
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flensed by 1 revithick, and eventually perfected by George 
Stephenson and his son, in the form of the railway locomo- 
tive, by which social changes of immense importance have 
been brought about, of even greater consequence, consi- 
dered in their results on human progress and civilization, 
than the condensing-engine of Watt 
One of the first grand results of Watt’s nvention,— which 
placed an almost unlimited power at the command of the 
producing classes, — was the establishment of the cotton- 
manufacture. The person most closely identified with the 
foundation of this great branch of industry was unquestion- 
ably Fir Richard Arkwright, whose practical energy and 
sagacity were perhaps even more remarkable than his mecha- 
nical inventiveness. His originality as an inventor has 
indeed been called in question, like that of Watt and 
Stephenson. Arkwright probably stood in the same relation 
to the spinning-machine that Watt did to the steam-engine 
and Stephenson to the locomotive. He gathered together 
the scattered threads of ingenuity which already existed, and 
vove them, after his own design, into a new and original 
fabric. '1 hough Lewis Paul, of Birmingham, patented the 
invention of spinning by rollers thirty years before Arkwright, 
the machines constructed by him were so imperfect in their 
details, that they could not be profitably worked, and the 
indention was practically a failure. Another obscure me- 
chanic, a reed-maker of Leigh, named Thomas Highs, is 
a so sai( ^ lo have invented the water-frame and spinning- 
jenny ; but they, too, proved unsuccessful. 

^ hen the demands of industry are found to press upon 
tie resources of inventors, the same idea is usually found 
oating about in many minds ; — such has been the case with 
ie steam-engine, the safety-lamp, the electric telegraph, and 
° < T r Inve ntions. Many ingenious minds are found labouring 
™ t ie t iroes of invention, until at length the master mind, the 
°ng practical man, steps forward, and straightway delivers 
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Ihcm °f tfieir idea, applies the principle successfully, and 
the thing is done. Then there is a loud outcry among all 
'he smaller contrivers, who see themselves distanced in the 
race ; and hence men such as Watt, Stephenson, and Ark- 
wright, have usually to defend their reputation and their 
rights as practical and successful inventors. 

Richard Arkwright, like most of our great mechanicians, 
sprang from the ranks. He was born in Preston in r 732 

thin Par T;; Vere If y poor ’ and he was the youngest of 
irteen children He was never at school : the only educa- 

nlv ablT gaVe t0 himSClf; and t0 the last he was 
onl) able to wnte with difficulty. When a boy, he was 

LTun for h t0 a ,r barb f ’ and after leaming the business > he 
„ ro P , ii 1 ™ 56 ' m B ° t0n ’ where lle occupied an under- 
* ct lar, over which he put up the sign, “ Come to 
e subterraneous barber-he shaves for a ^nny ” Tim 

rlLd ; ? f ° Und their . cus tomer S leaving them, and 
determined t'n . t0 bis stan dard, when Arkwright, 
to give “ A f US I!' tradC ’ announce d his determination 
vearfhe ° f ° r a halfpenny.” After a few 

in hair At d e CCUar ’ and became an itinerant dealer 
formed an • ‘ t,me W ’ gS Were worn > and wig-making 

E “ JTT t branCh 0f the barberin g business? 

acr ° . ab ° Ut bu)lng hair for the wigs. He was 

resorteTto h° aUCnd the h ' ring fairs throughout Lancashire 
their loner tr * young women, for the purpose of securing 
sort he « ^ ’ a “ d 11 1S Said that in negotiations of this 
hairdve \ r'f? SuccessfuI - He also dealt in a chemical 
siderable t T ^ used adroitly, and thereby secured a con- 

Pushinrr v, ra 6 BUt be d ° eS not seem > notwithstanding his 
Th - g f Ch k araCter ’ t° have done more than earn a bare living. 

distress fii '° n ° f w ig- wearing having undergone a change, 
mechini C i UP ° n ^ wig-makers ; and Arkwright, being of a 
; n ' Ca tum ’ was co nsequently induced to turn machine 
Oi conjurer, as the pursuit was then popularly 
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termed. Many attempts were made jbout that time to invent 
a spinning-machine, and our barber determined to launch his 
little bark on the sea of invention with the rest Like other 
self-taught men of the same bias, he had already been 
devoting his spare time to the invention of a perpetual- 
motion mac hine ; and from that the transition to a spinning- 
machine was easy. He followed his experiments so assi- 
duously that he neglected his business, lost the little money 
he had saved, and was reduced to great poverty. His wife — 
for he had by this time married — was impatient at what she 
conceived to be a wanton waste of time and money, and in 
a moment of sudden wrath she seized upon and destroyed 
his models, hoping thus to remove the cause of the family 
privations. Arkwright was a stubborn and enthusiastic 
man, and he was provoked beyond measure by this conduct 
of his wife, from whom he immediately separated. 

In travelling about the country, Arkwright had become 
acquainted with a person named Kay, a clockniaker at 
Mairington, who assisted him in constructing some of the 
parts of his perpetual-motion machinery. It is supposed 
that be was informed by Kay of the principle of spinning 
by rollers ; but it is also said that the idea was first suggested 
to him by accidentally observing a red-hot piece of iron 
become elongated by passing between iron rollers. However 
this may be, the idea at once took firm possession of his 
mind, and he proceeded to devise the process by which it 
was to be accomplished, Kay being able to tell him nothing 
on this point. Arkwright now abandoned his business of 
hair collecting, and devoted himself to the perfecting of his 
machine, a model of which, constructed by Kay under his 
directions, he set up in the parlour of the Free Grammar 
school at Preston. Being a burgess of the town, he voted 
a t the contested election at which General Burgoyne was 
returned ; but such was his poverty, and such the tattered 
state ol his dress, that a number of persons subscribed a sum 
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suffiaent to have him put in a state fit to appear in the poll- 
room. The exhibition of his machine in a town where so many 
workpeople lived by the exercise of manual labour proved a 
dangerous experiment; ominous growlings were heard out- 
ride the school-room from time to time, and Arkwright — 
remembering the fate of Kay, who was mobbed and compelled 
to fly from Lancashire because of his invention of the fly- 
shuttle, and of poor Hargreaves, whose spinning-jenny had 

mob P t , t0 r" ° nI i a Sh ° rt timC bef ° re by a Bla <*bum 

rn^wtoa , T med ° n PaCklnS U P his model 

to W v, eSS ' langerous Reality. He went accordingly 
o .Nottingham, where he applied to some of the local 

contme T Pe 7 miary aSSiStanCC ; and the Mean* Wright 

sharing in th/ f T a SUm ° f m0ney 00 condition of 

ever not brin ^ invention ' The machine, how- 

5 z “r tr\ 4^~i d ;xr»: 

the same uc-. ,.t° notCs ,bat it was taken out in 1760 
» gine A ootto the for his stint 

«™bvholT“T„ W “ 6rSt «• Nottingham, 

much larger kale at r f“, Sh ‘' rtly after built > ' m a 

water-whfel ,?!’ t J ' ’ Derb >’ 5hire . turned by a 

-.= .obe'ca,Stt,: r ~ Ce ^ 

inltntl!'' 5 Ilb °“u ’ h °"' ever - comparatively speak- 

constant z 1 WaS m hls hands the object of 

it was rend ' and »n»provement, until eventually 

rendered practicable and profitable in an eminent 
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degree. But success was only secured by long and patient 
labour : for some years, indeed, the speculation was dis- 
heartening and unprofitable, swallowing up a very large 
amount of capital without any result. When success began 
to appear more certain, then the Lancashire manufacturers 
fell upon Arkwright's patent to pull it in pieces, as the 
Cornish miners fell upon Boulton and Watt to rob them of 
the profits of their steam-engine. Arkwright was even 
denounced as the enemy of the working people ; and a mill 
which he built near Chorley w’as destroyed by a mob in the 
presence of a strong force of police and military. The 
Lancashire men refused to buy his materials, though they 
were confessedly the best in the market. Then they refused 
to pay patent-right for the use of his machines, and combined 
to crush him in the courts of law. To the disgust of right- 
minded people, Arkwright’s patent was upset. After the . 
trial, when passing the hotel at which his opponents were 
staying, one of them said, loud enough to be heard by him, 
'Veil, we’ve done the old shaver at last;” to w r hich he 
coolly replied, “ Never mind, I’ve a razor left that will shave 
you all. He established new mills in Lancashire, Derby- 
shire, and at New Lanark, in Scotland. The mills at Cromford 
also came into his hands at the expiry of his partnership with 
Strutt, and the amount and the excellence of his products were 
such, that in a short time he obtained so complete a control of 
the trade, that the prices were fixed by him, and he governed 
the main operations of the other cotton-spinners. 

Arkw right was a man of great force of character, indomi- 
table courage, much worldly shrewdness, w r ith a business faculty 
almost amounting to genius. At one period his time was 
engrossed by severe and continuous labour, occasioned by the 
organising and conducting of his numerous manufactories, 
sometimes from four in the morning till nine at night. At 
ty years ot age he set to work to learn English grammar, 
improve himself in writing and orthography. After 
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overcoming eveiy obstacle, he had the satisfaction of reaping 
he reward of his enterprise. Eighteen years after he had 
constructed his first machine, he rose to such estimation in 
Derbyshire that he was appointed High Sheriff of the county 
and short y after George III. conferred upon him the honou^ 
of knighthood. He died in 1792. fie it for good or for 
ew , Arkwright was the founder in England of the modem 

proved 7 T' a ° f Which haS ^questionably 

nation^ <>f immense wealth to individuals and to the 

like branChCS ° f indU8 ^ in Britain fo™sh 

of business > the source much 
. efit to the neighbourhoods in which they have laboured 

d °f increaseci power and wealth to the community t 

. th ;t m ° ngSt such m, g ht b e cited the Strutts of Reiner • 

th ennants ofGlasg °w j the Marshalls and Gotts of Leeds • 

Fid t ens ’ Ashto - «« 

scendZrr South Lancashire, some of whose de- 
^ in 
the Peels of South UncashirT Patently 

century P “‘ famil * ab °“ the middle of last 

Farm B hrW ty”*'*"’ ‘^ cu Py ,n fi the Hole House 

") a house Situated To' Fh s '*. 11 ' aftenvarlis tcmoved 
Peel « tp J V Flsh 1>ane in that town. Robert 

daughters* grmrinnT “J. hf \ Saw a Iarge famiI y of sons and 
bum beine^som 1 * f b ° Ut him ; but the land about Black- 
^cultlVnu r ; * did n0t a PP ear t0 him that 

their industry The nkc I V? Y CnC0uraging P ros P«* for 
of a domestic me <- P had ; howev er, long been the seat 
greys.” ' • manufac ture— the fabric called “Blackburn 

chiefly made t ” k ° f lmCn Weft and cotton warp, being 
then custom; * t0Wn and its neighbourhood. It was 
systemic °r~ PreV10US t0 the int roduction of the factory 
for industrious yeomen with families to employ the 
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time not occupied in the fields in weaving at home ; and 
Robert Peel accordingly began the domestic trade of calico- 
making. He was honest, and made an honest article ; thrifty 
and hardworking, and his trade prospered. He was also 
enterprising, and was one of the first to adopt the carding 
cylinder, then recently invented. 

Hut Robert Peel s attention was principally directed to 
the printing of calico — then a comparatively unknown art — • 
and ior some time he carried on a series of experiments 
with the object of printing by machinery. The experi- 
ments were secretly conducted in his own house, the cloth 
being ironed for the purpose by one of the women of the 
family. It was then customary, in such houses as the Peels, 
to use pewter plates at dinner. Having sketched a figure 
01 pattern on one of the plates, the thought stmck him 
that an impression might be got from it in reverse, and 
printed on calico with colour. In a cottage at the end of 
the farm-house lived a woman who kept a calendering 
machine, and going into her cottage, he put the plate with 
colour rubbed into the figured part and some calico over it, 
tluough the machine, when it was found to leave a satis- 
factory impression. Such is said to have been the origin 
of roller printing on calico. Robert Peel shortly perfected 
his process, and the first pattern he brought out was a 
paisley leaf; hence he is spoken of in the neighbourhood 
of Blackburn to this day as “Parsley Peel.” The process 
ol calico printing by what is called the mule machine — 
that is, by means of a wooden cylinder in relief, with an 
engraved copper cylinder— was afterwards brought to per- 
fection by one of his sons, the head of the firm of Messrs, 
eel and Co., of Church. Stimulated by his success, Robert 
ee shortly gave up farming, and removing to Brookside, 
a vi age about two miles from Blackburn, he devoted himself 
exc usn ely to the printing business. There, with the aid of 
1S sons ’ w ^° were as energetic as himself, he successfully 
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carried on the trade for several years ; and as the young 
men grew up towards manhood, the concern branched out 
into various firms of Peels, each of which became a centre 
of industrial activity and a source of remunerative employ- 
ment to large numbers of people. 

From what can now be learnt of the character of the 
original and untitled Robert Peel, he must have been a 
remarkable man — shrewd, sagacious, and far-seeing. But 
little is known of him excepting from tradition, and the sons 
of those who knew him are fast passing away. His son, Sir 
Robert, thus modestly spoke of him : — “ My father may be 
truly said to have been the founder of our family ; and he 
so accurately appreciated the importance of commercial 
wealth in a national point of view, that he was often heard 
to say that the gains to individuals were small compared 
with the national gains arising from trade.” 

Sir Robert Peel, the first baronet and the second manu- 
facturer of the name, inherited all his father’s enterprise, 
ability, and industry. His position, at starting in life, was 
little above that of an ordinary working man ; for his 
father, though laying the foundations of future prosperity, 
was still struggling with the difficulties arising from in- 
sufficient capital. When Robert was only twenty years 
of age, he determined to begin the business of cotton- 
printing, which he had by this time learnt from his father, 
on his own account. His uncle, James Haworth, and 
W illiam Yates of Blackburn, joined him in his enterprise ; 
the whole capital which they could raise amongst them 
amounting to only about 500 the principal part of which 
was supplied by William Yates. The father of the latter was 
a householder in Blackburn, where he was well known and 
much respected ; and having saved money by his business, 
he was willing to advance sufficient to give his son a start 
in the lucrative trade of cotton-printing, then in its in- 
fancy. Robert Peel, though comparatively a mere youth, 
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supplied the practical knowledge of the business; hut it 
was said of him, and proved true, that he “ earned an old 
head on young shoulders.” A ruined corn-mill, with its 
adjoining fields, was purchased for a comparatively small 
sum, near the then insignificant town of Bury, where the 
works long after continued to be know r n as “ The Ground 
and a few wooden sheds having been run up, the firm com- 
menced their cotton-printing business in a very humble 
way in the year 1770, adding to it that of cotton-spinning 
a few years later. The frugal style in which the part- 
ners lived may be inferred from the following incident 
in their early career. William Yates, being a married 
man with a family, commenced housekeeping on a small 
scale, and, to oblige Peel, who was single, he agreed to 
take him as a lodger. The sum w'hich the latter first paid 
for board and lodging was only 8s. a week ; but Yates, 
considering this too little, insisted on the w'eekly payment 
being increased a shilling, to which Peel at first demurred, 
and a difference between the partners took place, which 
was eventually compromised by the lodger paying an 
advance of sixpence a week. William Y r ates’s eldest child 
was a girl named Ellen, and she very soon became an 
especial favourite with the young lodger. On returning 
from his hard day’s work at “ The Ground,” he would 
take the little girl upon his knee, and say to her, “ Nelly, 
thou bonny little dear, wilt be my wife ?” to which the 
child would readily answer “ Yes,” as any child would do. 
“Then I’ll wait for thee, Nelly; 111 wed thee, and none 
else. And Robert Peel did wait. As the girl grew in 
beauty towards womanhood, his determination to wait for 
her w'as strengthened ; and after the lapse of ten years— 
years of close application to business and rapidly increasing 
prosperity — Robert- Peel married Ellen Yates when she 
had completed her seventeenth year ; and the pretty child, 
whom her mother’s lodger and father’s partner had nursed 
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upon his knee, became Mrs. Peel, and eventually Lady 
Peel, the mother of the future Prime Minister of England. 
Lady Peel was a noble and beautiful woman, fitted to 
grace any station in life. She possessed rare powers of 
nund, and was, on every emergency, the high-souled and 
faithful counsellor of her husband. For many years after 
their marriage, she acted as his amanuensis, conducting the 
principal part of his business correspondence, for Mr. Peel 
himself was an indifferent and almost unintelligible writer. 
\ ie died m i8o 3> °nly three years after the Baronetcy had 
been conferred upon her husband. It is said that London 
fashionable life— so unlike what she had been accustomed 
to at home— proved injurious to her health ; and old Mr 
Yates afterwards used to say, “if Robert hadn’t made our 
1 el, y a Lady,’ she might ha’ been living yet ” 

The career of Yates, Peel, & Co., was throughout one 
great and uninterrupted prosperity. Sir Robert Peel 
himself was the soul of the firm; to great energy and 

lZc.1T vr ing mUCh PraCtiCal Sagadty ’ and first ' rate 

me cantde abihties-quahties in which many of the early 
cot on-spinners were exceedingly deficient. He was a man 

he was ? m - and frame ’ and toiIed uncea singly. In short, 
soinlV 0 75“ Priming What Ark ^ght was to cotton- 
knee 5 r hlS f UCCeSS WaS equally S reat - The excel- 
com 1 r artlcIes produced by the firm secured the 
str> H °- the mar bet, and the character of the firm 
i> pre-eminent in Lancashire. Besides greatly benefiting 
P artners l 1 'P planted similar extensive works in 
e ne.ghbourho^, on the Irwell and tire Roch; and it 

to t>, CI l- t° diC * r ^ onour ! that, while they sought to raise 
thp - *" 1 CSt P er ^ ect ' on the quality of their manufactures, 
4 so endeavourec l> in all ways, to promote the well- 
co t" , at | com P°rt of their workpeople ; for whom they 
rne to provide remunerative employment even in the 
least prosperous times. 
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Sir Robert Peel readily appreciated the value of all 
new processes and inventions; in illustration of which we 
may allude to his adoption of the process for producing 
"hat is called resist work in calico printing. This is 
accomplished by the use of a paste, or resist, on such parts 
° the cloth as were intended to remain white. The person 
who discovered the paste was a traveller for a London 
house, who sold it to Mr. Peel for an inconsiderable sum. 
f required the experience of a year or two to perfect the 
system and make it practically useful ; but the beauty of 
us effect, and the extreme precision of outline in the 
pattern produced, at once placed the Bury establishment at 
t e lead of all the factories for calico printing in the 
country. Other firms, conducted with like spirit, were 
established by members of the same family at Burnley, 
ox l bank, and Altham, in Lancashire ; Salley Abbey, in 
Yorkshire; and afterwards at Burton-on-Trent, in Stafford- 
shire ; these various establishments, whilst they brought 
\ eau i to their proprietors, setting an example to the whole 
cotton trade, and training up many of the most successful 
primers and manufacturers in Lancashire. 

ot ^ er distinguished founders of industry, the Rev. 

* iam inventor of the Stocking Frame, and John 
eat coat, inventor of the Bobbin-net Machine, are worthy 
o notice, as men of great mechanical skill and perseverance, 
oug i w hose labours a vast amount of remunerative em- 
ir t ^ lS ^ een P rov ided for the labouring population of 
wh' lif am an< ^ t ^ ie adjacent districts. The accounts 
with" aV ° ^ Cen P reserv ed of the circumstances connected 
j . 1C unent ’ on of the Stocking Frame are very confused, 
doul t* 1 man ' res P ects contradictory, though there is no 
Lee b ^ t0 ^ name *he i ny entor. This was William 
N at " °odborough, a village some seven miles from 

accounts a f m ' ab ° Ut the year I5<5 L According to some 
’ le was the heir to a small freehold, while accord- 
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Mg to others he was a poor scholar,* and had to struggle 
«'th poverty from his earliest years. He entered as a sizar 
Christ College, Cambridge, in May, 1579, and subse- 
quent y removed to St John’s, taking his degree of B.A. in 
J* . 1 Is . beheved that he commenced M.A. in 1586 ; 
tll tr ■ aPI>earS ^ some *e 

Ha hT' 8 '^' The 5tatem ™ t “ s “ all >' that 

income, af^ " Urry,nB ,0 ,he *«««, is 

orrect, as he was never a Fellow of the University and 

At theri Uld T bC Prejudiced b y taking such a step! 

« TST , lhe Slocki " B FraL ha 

and it is -iiJLi curate oi Calverton, near Nottingham ; 
on, r m ; n H S ^ S T C Wnters that the invention had its 
hafe fallen afftCti ° n ' The cmats is said ■» 

who failed re ^ r «a° V h i r “ y0U " S ° f * he yi “ a 8 e - 

her, she was ae™sZ ed tS T ““ he visited 
Process of 1 ■ 1 P y much more attent ‘on to the 

art. than to JS " gS instructin g her pupils in the 

said to have created inT^ ^ * dmiler - This S,ight is 
b >’ hand that h» f m * nd such an aversion to knitting 
^chine th at S hn , T determina *on to invent l 

employment * and render it a gainless 

Prosecution of th* ^ ^ he devoted hi mself to the 

new idea ^ I e \ inVent,0n ^^ Crificing to his 

he abandoned his Pr ° SpeCt of ] success opened before him, 

of stocking makinsr by^’ t deV ° ted himself t0 the art 
the story ^ ^ * lhe Vereio “ of 

densont on the authority of an old 

l>ursed bythe^j^^g' 6 ^' °. CCUrs in the ' account of monies dis- 
refer to ,he inventor ofl r f “ ' 573 [?] is su PP° sed by some to 
^ a poore schd£ if U ^ T° Item ^ to Wil * m 

vereitie of ChambmW ^ ° W , ards the sett y n 8 him to the Uni- 

[which money w-Jln!’, , ' UyU ' 8 h,m bookes and other furnyture 
‘^.oryofH^f^f retUmed J ™ t»3* 4^-Huntcr, 

‘History of the Framework Knitters.’ 
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stacking maker, who died in Collins’s Hospital, Nottingham, 
aged ninety-two, and was apprenticed in the town during 
the reign of Queen Anne. It is also given by Deering and 
Iilackner as the traditional account in the neighbourhood, 
and it is in some measure borne out by the arms of the 
London Company of Frame-Work Knitters, which consists 
of a stocking frame without the wood-work, with a clergyman 
on one side and a woman on the other as supporters.* 

W hatever may have been the actual facts as to the origin 
of the invention of the Stocking Loom, there can be no 
doubt as to the extraordinary mechanical genius displayed 
by its inventor. That a clergyman living in a remote village, 
whose life had for the most part been spent with books, 
should contrive a machine of such delicate and complicated 
movements, and at once advance the art of knitting from the 
tedious process of linking threads in a chain of loops by 
three skewers in the fingers of a woman, to the beautiful and 
rapid process of weaving by the stocking frame, was indeed 
an astonishing achievement, which may be pronounced 
almost unequalled in the history of mechanical invention. 
Lee s merit was all the greater, as the handicraft arts were 
then in their infancy, and little attention had as yet been 


There are, however, other and different accounts. One is to the 
effect that Lee set about studying the contrivance of the stocking-ioom 
for the purpose of lessening the labour of a young country -girl to whom 
he was attached, whose occupation was knitting; another, that being 
married and poor, his wife was under the necessity of contributing to 
their joint support by knitting ; and that Lee, while watching the motion 
o his wife s fingers, conceived the idea of imitating their movements by 
a machine. The latter story seems to have been invented by Aaron 
i 1 , Lsq., in his ‘Account of the Rise and Progress of the Beech Oil 

manufacture, London, 1715; but his statement is altogether unreliable. 

uis he makes Lee to have been a Fellow of a college at Oxford, from 
'' uch he was expelled for marrying an innkeeper’s daughter; whilst 
ee nc ' 1 ler studied at Oxford, nor married there, nor was a Fellow' of 
^ > co ege and he concludes by alleging that the result of his inven- 
. '^ as to make Lee and his family happy whereas the invention 
g it m only a heritage of misery, and he died abroad destitute. 
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,?ivon to the contrivance of machinery for the purposes of 

fe ; W “. Under the necessit y of extemporising 
the parts of his machine as he best could, and adopting 
vanous expedients to overcome difficulties as they arose 
H.s tools were imperfect, and his materials imperfect • and 
c had no skilled workmen to assist him. Ltdmg t0 
tradmon the first frame he made was a twelve gauge 
without lead sinkers, and it was almost wholly of wood • the 
needles being also stuck in bits of wood. One of Lee’s 
pnncipal difficulties consisted in the formation of the stitch 
orjant of needle eyes ; but this he eventually overcame by 
<0 ming eyes to the needles with a three-square file * At 

rtW,TrT "°' V began stockin « weaving i„ the 

« age of Calverton, and he continued to work there for 

James " 

pe*S hiS , fr “’ e 10 a cons <<lerable degree of 

QueTSL ? deS,r ° US ° f SCCuri “ g lh<! Peonage of 
« S welf kntt’f^ "““I 1 i.ty for kmtted silk stockings 
ten Wore her " Lo ” d< »' <° “Mbit the 

members of the co J . eSty ' I e first showed it to several 
^rds I ord ) H T’ “T 8 ° therS t0 Sir William (after- 
sec«s and ' "t™ U »*** *° " 0rk “ "<h 

length admin. d i "' aS ’ through tlleir instrumentality, at 

•lie mact"' n d “ “ mt ™» *he Queen, and wolked 
t]i] r P resenc e. Elizabeth, however, did not 

'nformatio^hajtded d7wn ^°^ ngham - ’ The ai >thor adds, “ We have 
h was not till lateln Sl,CCCSsion father to son, that 

the working of a framr* Th' Cent l cen tury that one man could manage 
employed a labourer win ^ ““ wh° was considered the workman 
Pressing motions • bin ib . be ,,ntl the fram e to work the slur and 
all >' rendered the ’labour wnece's^/’^ ° f ^ feCt eventU ' 
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give him the encouragement that he had expected ; and she 
is said to have opposed the invention on the ground that it 
was calculated to deprive a large number of poor people of 
the.r employment of hand knitting. Lee was no more sue- 
cessful in finding other patrons, and considering himself and 
his invention treated with contempt, he embraced the offer 
made to him bv Sully, the sagacious minister of Henry IV., 
to proceed to Rouen and instruct the operatives of that 
town— then one of the most important manufacturing centres 
of I- ranee— in the construction and use of the stocking- 
frame. Lee accordingly transferred himself and his machines 
to I ranee, in 1605, taking with him his brother and seven 
■workmen. He met with a cordial reception at Rouen, and 
was proceeding with the manufacture of stockings on a 
large scale— having nine of his frames in full work,— when 
unhappily ill fortune again overtook him. Henry IV., his 
protector, on whom he had relied for the rewards, honours, 
and promised grant of privileges, which had induced Lee to 
settle in France, was murdered by the fanatic Ravaillac; and 
t e encouragement and protection which had heretofore 
)een extended to him were at once withdrawn. To press 
is claims at court, Lee proceeded to Paris; but being a 
protestant as well as a foreigner, his representations were 
treated with neglect ; and worn out with vexation and grief, 
this distinguished inventor shortly after died at Taris, in a 
state of extreme poverty and distress. 

Lee s brother, with seven of the workmen, succeeded in 
escaping lrom France with their frames, leaving two behind, 
n James Lees return to Nottinghamshire, he was joined 
y one Ashton, a miller of Thoroton, who had been in- 
ructul in the art of frame-work knitting by the inventor 

men' 6 ^ a 6 *? 16 England. These two, with the work- 

Tho T frames > began the stocking manufacture at 

p] ° ° n ’ anc ^ carr ied it on with considerable success. The 
Wa ° favourably situated for the purpose, as the sheep 
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pastured m the neighbouring district of Sherwood yielded a 
kmd of wool of the longest staple. Ashton is said to have 
introduced the method of making the frames with lead 
sinkers, which was a great improvement. The number of 
looms employed in different parts of England gradually 
■creased, and the machine manufacture of stockings even- 

One oTd 16 ^ imP ° rtant branCh ° f the national ind ustry 
Frame 1 th T ST*, modificati ons in the Stocking 
m ! " as that which cabled it to be applied to the 

rtTa^r a iarg f — w. x 

ss o" 

npwaris'of'r^t^Lpr Cmployment to 

** * “o-. id r . 4 s m r:; ,o Ar 

br John* te mTL r' * bbi ™ e ' Machine 
effect of at once !! hr v for ^verton, which had the 
foundations. ' ebta blxshing the manufacture on solid 

'«t n H reS r r e th ' 80,1 f a col “ ee f »™er at Long 
ms taught Z rTi t d ''' ‘V* bor “ in He 

shortly removed from it*to L f* ’ V ' ilage . schoo, ‘ but was 

a neighbouring yilhS’ TheT'''^ *° frame ‘ 
handle tools with dexterity an I ! b ° X S °° n leamt t0 
knowledge of the D arts rJ’ t,' c *!* acquired a minute 
composed, as well as of tl ^ stockin £ fra me was 
his leisure ^e^studie^f more intricate warp machine. At 

them, and his friend \fr°R 7 ln ^ oduce im provements in 
^ the age ol JZt 7 ***?> MR > states ** as early 
machine LL k T’ he . c ° nceived the idea of inventing a 

or French h, ° ^ Imght b ° made similar to Buckingham 
French lace, then all made by hand. The first practical 
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improvement he succeeded in introducing was in the warp 
frame ; when, by means of an ingenious apparatus, he suc- 
ceeded in producing “mitts” of a lacey appearance ; and it was 
this success which determined him to pursue the study of me- 
chanical lace-making. The stocking frame had already, in a 
modified form, been applied to the manufacture of point-net 
lace, m which the mesh was looped as in a stocking; but the 
work was slight and frail, and therefore unsatisfactory. 
Many ingenious Nottingham mechanics had during a long 
succession of years been labouring at the problem of invent- 
ing a machine by which the mesh of threads should be 
tunsted round each other on the formation of the net Some 
of these men died in poverty, some were driven insane, and 
all alike failed in the object of their search. The old warp 
machine held its ground. 

When a little over twenty-one years of age, Heathcoat 
married, and went to Nottingham in search of work. He 
there found employment as a smith and “setter-up” of 
osiery and warp-frames. He also continued to pursue the 
subject on which his mind had before been occupied, and 
aboured to compass the contrivance of a twist traverse-net 
machine. He first studied the art of making the Bucking- 
am or pillow-lace by hand, with the object of effecting the 
same motions by mechanical means. It was a long and 
a orious task, requiring the exercise of great perseverance 
nnd no little ingenuity. His master, Elliott, described him 
at that time as plodding, patient, self-denying, and taciturn, 
undaunted by failures and mistakes, full of resources and 
expedients, and entertaining the most perfect confidence 
i iat hia application of mechanical principles would even- 
tua ly be crowned with success.* During this time his wife 


well n ^ ' n the ‘Nottingham Journal,’ to which, as 

facts ' V. r ’ ^ a7ley> ^-P-> we af e indebted for most of the above 

hi tnrv r 'ii 310 ! ^ t0 * earn that Mr. Felkin is preparing a complete 
•"Story 0 f the branches Qf iudu3tty aboye referred 
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was kept in almost as great anxiety as himself. She well 
knew of his struggles and difficulties ; and she even began to 
feel the pressure of poverty on her household. For while 
he was labouring at his invention, he was frequently under 
the necessity of laying aside the work that brought in the 
weekly wage. Many years after, when all difficulties had 
been successfully overcome, the conversation which took 
place between husband and wife one eventful Saturday 
evening, was vividly remembered. “Well, John,” said the 
anxious wife, looking in her husband’s face, “ will it work ?” 

“ No, Anne,” was the sad answer, “ I have had to take it all 
in pieces again.” Though he could still speak hopefully 
and cheerfully, his poor w'ife could restrain her feelings no 
longer, but sat down and cried bitterly. She had, however, 
only a few more weeks to wait ; for success, long laboured 
for and richly deserved, came at last ; and a proud and happy 
man was John Heathcoat w r hen he brought home the first 
narrow strip of bobbin-net made by his machine, and placed 
it in the hands of his wife. 

It is difficult to describe in words an invention so com- 
plicated as the bobbin-net machine. It was indeed a 
mechanical pillow for making lace ; imitating in an in- 
genious manner the motions of the lace-maker’s fingers in 
intersecting or tying the meshes of the lace upon her pillow r . 
On analysing the component parts of a piece of hand-made 
lace, Heathcoat was enabled to classify the threads into 
longitudinal and diagonal. He began his experiments by 
stretching common packing-threads across his room for the 
warp, and then passing the weft-threads between them by 
common plyers, delivering them to other plyers on the 
opposite side ; then, after giving them a sideways motion 
and twist, the threads were repassed back between the next 
adjoining cords, the meshes being thus tied in the same 
way as upon pillows by hand. He had then to contriv" a 
mechanism that should accomplish all these nice and deli- 
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cate movements ; and to do this cost him no small amount 
of bodily and mental toil. Long after, he said : “ The single 
difficulty of getting the diagonal threads to twist in the 
allotted space was so great, that if it had now to be done, 

I should probably not attempt its accomplishment.’’* His 
next step was to provide thin metallic discs, to be used as 
bobbins for conducting the thread backwards and forwards 
through the warp. These discs, being arranged in carrier- 
frames, placed on each side of the warp, were moved bv 
suitable machinery, so as to conduct the threads from side 
to side in forming the lace. He eventually succeeded in 
working out his principle with extraordinary skill and success : 
and, at the age of twenty-four, he was enabled to secure his 
invention by a patent. 

As in the case of nearly all inventions which have proved 
productive, Heathcoat’s rights as a patentee were disputed, 
and his claims as an inventor called in question. On the 
supposed invalidity of the patent, the lace-makers boldly 
adopted the bobbin-net machine, and set the inventor at 
defiance. But other patents were taken out for alleged im- 
provements and adaptations ; and it was only when these 
new patentees fell out and went to law with each other that 
Heathcoat’s rights became established. One lace-manufac- 
turer having brought an action against another for an alleged 
infringement of liis patent, the jury brought in a verdict for ! 
the defendant, in which the judge concurred, on the ground 
that both the machines in question were infringements of 
Heathcoat’s patent It was on the occasion of this trial, 
Boville v. Moore, ’ that Sir John Copley (afterwards Lord 
byndhurst), who was retained for the defence in the interest 
of Mr. Heatheoat, learnt to work the bobbin-net machine 
m order that he might master the details of the invention. 
n leading over his brief, he confessed that he did not 

* Mr, Felkin’s Memoir. 
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the r meritS 0f the ““i but > as it seemed 
to h.m to be one of great importance, he offered to eo 

J Wn ! nt ° lhe , cou ntiy forthwith and study the machine umil 
he understood it; “and then,” said lie “ I will dZ!i 

accordingly jmt htroself imo 

2 " n,ght s and went down to Nottingham to get tin 
case as perhaps counsel never got it upbefore 

aThX „o,T ed SCrge “' plaCKi “-*!» » lace-loom* 
and he did not eave ,t until he could deftly make a niece 

stold t n ' nK ^ HiS °™ ha " ds . and thoroughly uSder! 

ood the principle as well as the details of the ma C W 

enabled m “rt “he' 0 " M ' he leanicd “■*“« was 

had d °“ b * * 

about six hundredth’ ^ Heathcoat > on inquiry, found 

he proceeded [o le? 68 , ^ ^ after his P atent - a " d 
which amounted toW^ ^ UP ° n the ° Wners of them > 
hy the manufacturers oTf* SUm ‘ But the profits realised 
* the machines “? the USe 

article was reduced from ti • 5 J hl 6 the price of the 

about five pence in rP S pounds the s q«are yard to 
the same period Z C ° UrSe twent y- five years. During 
have been P at leasffo^T anDUaI retUrns of the Jace-trada 
rative steri *& a «d it gives remune- 

To reTrnT fu b ° Ut I5 °> 000 workpeople. 

1809 we find° It Pe 7 m aI u hlSt0ry ° f Mr> He athcoat. In 
Loughborough \ CStab lshed as a lace-manufacturer at 
P^emuTbul; L f eiCestershire - There he carried on a 

a large number of nn S "' mS em P , °y ment to 

10/. a week Nm ’ ‘ V ?’ at WagCS varyin S from 5 * to 

twithstandmg the great increase in the 
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number of hands employed in lace-making through the intro- 
duction of the new machines, it began to be whispered about 
among the workpeople that they were superseding labour, 
and an extensive conspiracy was formed for the purpose of 
destroying them wherever found. As early as the year 1811 
disputes arose between the masters and men engaged in the 
stocking and lace trades in the south-western parts of Not- 
tinghamshire and the adjacent parts of Derbyshire and 
Leicestershire, the result of which was the assembly of a 
mob at Sutton, in Ashfield, who proceeded in open day to 
break the stocking and lace-frames of the manufacturers. 
Some of the ringleaders having been seized and punished, 
the disaffected learnt caution ; but the destruction of the 
machines was nevertheless carried on secretly wherever a 
safe opportunity presented itself. As the machines were of 
so delicate a construction that a single blo\v of a hammer 
rendered them useless, and as the manufacture was carried 
on for the most part in detached buildings, often in private 
dwellings remote from towns, the opportunities of destroying 
them were unusually easy. In the neighbourhood of Not- 
tingham, which was the focus of turbulence, the machine- . 
breakers organized themselves in regular bodies, and held 
nocturnal meetings at which their plans were arranged. 
Probably with the view of inspiring confidence, they gave 
out that they were under the command of a leader named 
Ned Ludd, or General Ludd, and hence their designation 
of Luddites. Under this organization machine-breaking was 
carried on with great vigour during the winter ot i8ii> 
occasioning great distress, and throwing large numbers of 
workpeople out of employment. Meanwhile, the owners of 
the trames proceeded to remove them from the villages 
and lone dwellings in the country, and brought them into 
warehouses in the towns for their better protection. 

The Luddites seem to have been encouraged by the 
lenity ot the sentences pronounced on such of their con- 
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federates as had been apprehended and tried ; and, shortly 
after, the mania broke out afresh, and rapidly extended over 
the northern and midland manufacturing districts. The 
organization became more secret ; an oath was administered 
to the members binding them to obedience to the orders 
issued by the heads of the confederacy ■ and the betrayal of 
their designs was decreed to be death. All machines were 
doomed by them to destruction, whether employed in the 
manufacture of cloth, calico, or lace ; and a reign of terror 
began which lasted for years. In Yorkshire and Lancashire 
mills were boldly attacked by armed rioters, and in many 
cases they were wrecked or burnt ; so that it became ne- 
cessary to guard them by soldiers and yeomanry. The 
masters themselves were doomed to death ; many of them 
were assaulted, and some were murdered. At length the 
law was vigorously set in motion ; numbers of the misguided 
Luddites were apprehended ; some were executed ; and after 
several years’ violent commotion from this cause, the machine- 
breaking riots were at length quelled. 

Among the numerous manufacturers whose works were 
attacked by the Luddites, was the inventor of the bobbin-net 
machine himself. One bright sunny day, in the summer of 
1 8 t 6, a body of rioters entered his factory at Loughborough 
with torches, and set fire to it, destroying thirty-seven lace- 
machines, and above io,ooo/. worth of property. Ten of 
the men were apprehended for the felony, and eight of them 
were executed. Mr. Heathcoat made a claim upon the county 
for compensation, and it was resisted ; but the Court of 
Queen’s Bench decided in his favour, and decreed that the 
county must make good his loss of io,ooo/. The magis- 
trates sought to couple with the payment of the damage the 
condition that Mr. Heathcoat should expend the money 
in the county of Leicester ; but to this he would not as- 1 
sent, having already resolved on removing his manufacture 
elsewhere. At Tiverton, in Devonshire, he found a large 
building which had been formerly used as a woollen 
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manufactory ; but the Tiverton cloth trade having fallen 
into decay, the building remained unoccupied, and the 
town itself was generally in a very poverty-stricken con- 
dition. Mr. Heathcoat bought the old mill, renovated 
and enlarged it, and there recommenced the manu- 
facture of lace upon a larger scale than before ; keeping 
in full work as many as three hundred machines, and em- 
ploying a large number of artisans at good wages. Not 
only did he carry on the manufacture of lace, but the various 
branches of business connected with it — yam-doubling, silk- 
spinning, net-making, and finishing. He also established at 
Tiverton an iron-foundry and works for the manufacture of 
agricultural implements, which proved of great convenience to 
the district. It was a favourite idea of his that steam power 
was capable of being applied to perform all the heavy 
drudgery of life, and he laboured for a long time at the 
invention of a steam-plough. In 1832 he so far completed 
his invention as to be enabled to take out a patent for it; 
and Heathcoat’s steam-plough, though it has since been 
superseded by Fowler’s, was considered the best machine 
of the kind that had up to that time been invented. 

Mr. Heathcoat was a man of great natural gifts. He 
possessed a sound understanding, quick perception, and 
a genius for business of the highest order. With these 
he combined uprightness, honesty, and integrity — quali- 
ties which are the true glory of human character. Him- 
self a diligent self-educator, he gave ready encouragement 
to deserving youths in his employment, stimulating their 
talents and fostering their energies. During his own busy 
life, he contrived to save time to master French and Italian, 
of which he acquired an accurate and grammatical know- 
ledge. His mind was largely stored with the results ot a 
careful study of the best literature, and there were few sub- 
jects on which he had not formed for himself shrewd and 
accurate views. The two thousand workpeople in his em- 
•oyment regarded him almost as a father, and he carefully 
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provided for their comfort and improvement. . Prosperity 
did not spoil him, as it does so many ; nor close his heart 
against the claims of the poor and struggling, who were 
always sure of his sympathy and help. To provide for the 
education of the children of his workpeople, he built schools 
for them at a cost of about 6000/. He was also a man of sin- 
gularly cheerful and buoyant disposition, a favourite with men 
of all classes, and most admired and beloved by those who 
knew him best 

In 1831 the electors of Tiverton, of which town Mr. Heath- 
coat had proved himself so genuine a benefactor, returned 
him to represent them in Parliament, and he continued their 
member for nearly thirty years. During a great part of that 
time he had Lord Palmerston for his colleague, and the 
noble lord, on more than one public occasion, expressed 
the high regard which he entertained for his venerable 
friend. On retiring from the representation in 1859, owing 
to advancing age and increasing infirmities, thirteen hundred 
of his workmen presented him with a silver inkstand and 
gold pen, in token of their esteem. He enjoyed his leisure 
for only two more years, dying in January’, 1861, at the age 
of seventy-seven, and leaving behind him a character for 
probity, virtue, manliness, and mechanical genius, of which 
his descendants may well be proud. 

IV e next turn to a career of a very different kind, that of 
the illustrious but unfortunate Jacquard, whose life also 
illustrates in a remarkable manner the influence which inge- 
nious men, even of the humblest rank, may exercise upon 
the industry of a nation. Jacquard was the son of a hard- 
working couple of Lyons, his father being a weaver, and 
his mother a pattern reader. They were too poor to give 
him any but the most meagre education. When he was of 
age to learn a trade, his father placed him with a book- 
binder. An old clerk, who made up the master’s accounts, 
gave Jacquard some lessons in mathematics. He very shortly 
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began to display a remarkable turn for mechanics, and some 
of his contrivances quite astonished the old clerk, who ad- 
vised Jacquard’s father to put him to some other trade, in 
which his peculiar abilities might have better scope than 
in bookbinding. He was accordingly put apprentice to a 
cutler ; but was so badly treated by his master, that he 
shortly afterwards left his employment, on which he was 
placed with a type-founder. 

His pa rents dying, Jacquard found himself in a measure 
compelled to take to his father’s two looms, and carry on 
the trade of a weaver. He immediately proceeded to im- 
prove the looms, and became so engrossed with his inven- 
tions that he forgot his work, and very soon found himself 
at the end of his means. He then sold the looms to pay 
his debts, at the same time that he took upon himself the 
bunien of supporting a wife. He became still poorer, and 
to satisfy his creditors, he next sold his cottage. He 
tned to find employment, but in vain, people believing him 
to be an idler, occupied with mere dreams about his inven- 
tions. At length he obtained employment with a line-maker 
of Bresse, whither he went, his wife remaining at Lyons, 
earning a precarious living by' making straw bonnets. 

We hear nothing further of Jacquard for some years, but 
in t e interval he seems to have prosecuted his improve- 
ment in the drawloom for the better manufacture of figured 
a rics , for, in 1790, he brought out his contrivance for 
se ecting the warp threads, which, when added to the loom, 
superseded the services of a draw-boy. The adoption of 
t us machine was slow but steady, and in ten years after its 
in ro uction, 4000 of them were found at work in Lyons, 
acquar s pursuits were rudely' interrupted by the Revolu- 
on, ant, in 1792, we find him fighting in the ranks of the 
^.i nnai ^ e ^ oluntee'rs against the Army of the Convention 
talcJn^ • \ 6 C0mrnan ^ °f Dubois Craned The city was 

n > Jacquard fled and joined the Army of the Rhine, 
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where he rose to the rank of sergeant. He might have 
remained a soldier, but that, his only son having been shot 
c ead at his side, he deserted and returned to Lyons to re- 
cover his wife. He found her in a garret, still employed at her 
o.J trade of straw-bonnet making. While living in conceal- 
ment with her, his mind reverted to the inventions over 
which he had so long brooded in former years ; but he had 
no means wherewith to prosecute them. Jacquard found it 
necessary, however, to emerge from his hiding-place and try 
to find some employment. He succeeded in obtaining it 
with an intelligent manufacturer, and while working by day 
he wem on invent, ng by night. It had occurred to him that 
g eat improvements might still be introduced in looms for 
dmo hlmi incidentally mentioned the subject one 

tamni fa\ regr f ting * the same time *at his limited 
m .. t ' P VGnted him from carr ying out his ideas. Happily his 

h hbv aPPreCiated the Value 0f the “M^ons, and wS 

S? ?l? oslty f ced a sum of money at his dis P° saP thnt 

r o P SeCU J 6 the pro P° sed improvements at his leisure. 
t u t , JZ m °" ths Jacquard had “vented a loom to substi- 
of the work aa r, 0n f ° r the lrksome and toilsome labour 
o XaZlT't ThC l00m WS exhibited at Exposition 
b on'e me ^ * l8oi > and obtained a 

at I vonT c ' , JaCqUanl Was furthcr honoured by a visit 
tulate him r 0 ™ 1 ^ Minister Carnot, who desired to congra- 
followim v P r°? ° n thC SUCCCSS ° f his invention. InThe 
for th , ^ yCar the S ° C,ety of Arts in London offered a prize 
and bo ~ ° f a machin e for manufacturing fishing-nets 

X for ships - Jac< i uard ^ 

he turned ° n f. dl)r m the field s according to his custom, 

nL Tf ! ,ect 0V “ in his mind ' contrived the 

j- a mac ne mi the purpose. His friend, the manu- 
out I,.',. agam furnished him with the means of carrying 
his invention ^ tbrCC weeks J ac( iuard had completed 
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Jacquard’s achievement having come to the knowledge 
of the Prefect of the Department, he was summoned before 
that functionary, and, on his explanation of the working of 
the machine, a report on the subject was forwarded to the 
Emperor. The inventor was forthwith summoned to Paris with 
his machine, and brought into the presence of the Emperor, 
who received him with the consideration due to his genius. 
The interview lasted two hours, during which Jacquard, 
placed at his ease by the Emperor’s affability, explained to 
him the improvements which he proposed to make in the 
looms for weaving figured goods. The result was, that 
he was provided with apartments in the Conservatoire des 
Arts et Metiers, where he had the use of the workshop 
during his stay, and was provided with a suitable allowance 
for his maintenance. 

Installed in the Conservatoire, Jacquard proceeded to 
complete the details of his improved loom. He had the 
advantage of minutely inspecting the various exquisite pieces 
of mechanism contained in that great treasury of human 
ingenuity. Among the machines which more particularly 
attracted his attention, and eventually set him upon the track 
of his discovery, was a loom for weaving flowered silk, made 
by Vaucanson the celebrated automaton-maker. 

Vaucanson was a man of the highest order of constructive 
genius. The inventive faculty was so strong in him that it 
may almost be said to have amounted to a passion, and 
could not be restrained. The saying that the poet is born, 
not made, applies with equal force to the inventor, who, 
though indebted, like the other, to culture and improved 
opportunities, nevertheless contrives and constructs new 
combinations of machinery mainly to gratify his own instinct. 
This was peculiarly the case with Vaucanson ; for his most 
elaborate works were not so much distinguished for their 
utility as for the curious ingenuity which they displayed. 
V hile a mere boy attending Sunday conversations with his 
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mother, he amused himself by watching, through the chinks 
of a partition wall, part of the movements of a clock in 
the adjoining apartment. He endeavoured to understand 
them, and by brooding over the subject, after several months 
he discovered the principle of the escapement. 

From that time the subject of mechanical invention took 
complete possession of him. With some rude tools which 
he contrived, he made a wooden clock that marked the 
hours with remarkable exactness; while he made for a 
miniature chapel the figures of some angels which waved 
their wings, and some priests that made several eccle- 
siastical movements. With the view of executing some 
other automata he had designed, he proceeded to study 
anatomy, music, and mechanics, which occupied him 
for several years. The sight of the Flute-player in the 
Gardens of the Tuileries inspired him with the resolution to 
invent a similar figure that should play; and after several 
years’ study and labour, though struggling with illness, he 
succeeded in accomplishing his object. He next produced 
a Flageolet-player, which was succeeded by a Duck — the 
most ingenious of his contrivances, — which swam, dabbled, 
drank, and quacked like a real duck. He next invented an 
asp, employed in the tragedy of ‘ Cldopatre,’ which hissed 
and darted at the bosom of the actress. 

^ aucanson, how-ever, did not confine himself merely to 
the making of automata. By reason of his ingenuity, Car- 
dinal de Fleury appointed him inspector of the silk manu- 
factories of France; and he was no sooner in office, than 
with his usual irrepressible instinct to invent, he proceeded 
to introduce improvements in silk machinery. One of these 
W’as his mill for thrown silk, which so excited the anger of 
the Lyons operatives, who feared the loss of employment 
through its means, that they pelted him with stones and had 
nearly killed him. He nevertheless went on inventing, and 
next produced a machine for weaving flowered silks, with a 
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contrivance for giving a dressing to the thread, so as to 
render that of each bobbin or skein of an equal thickness. 

When Vaucanson died in 1782, after a long illness, he 
bequeathed his collection of machines to the Queen, who 
seems to have set but small value on them, and they were 
shortly after dispersed. But his machine for weaving flowered 
silks was happily preserved in the Conservatoire des Arts et 
Metiers, and there Jacquard found it among the many 
curious and interesting articles in the collection. It proved 
of the utmost value to him, for it immediately set him on 
the track of the principal modification which he introduced 
in his improved loom. 

One of the chief features of Vaucanson’s machine was a 
pierced cylinder which, according to the holes it presented 
when revolved, regulated the movement of certain needles, 
and caused the threads of the warp to deviate in such a 
manner as to produce a given design, though only of a 
simple character. Jacquard seized upon the suggestion with 
avidity, and, with the genius of the true inventor, at once 
proceeded to improve upon it. At the end of a month his 
weav ing-machine was completed. To the cylinder of ^ au- 
canson, he added an endless piece of pasteboard pierced 
with a number of holes, through which the threads of the 
warp were presented to the weaver ; while another piece of 
mechanism indicated to the workman the colour of the 
shuttle which he ought to throw. Thus the drawboy and 
the reader of designs were both at once superseded. The 
first use Jacquard made of his new' loom was to weave 
w'ith it several yards of rich stuff which he presented to the 
Empress Josephine. Napoleon was highly gratified with 
the result of the inventor’s labours, and ordered a number of 
the looms to be constructed by the best workmen, after 
Jacquard’s model, and presented to him; after which he 
returned to Lyons. 

There he experienced the frequent fate of inventors. 
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He was regarded by his townsmen as an enemy, and treated 
by them as Kay, Hargreaves, and Arkwright had been 
in Lancashire. The workmen looked upon the new loom 
as fatal to their trade, and feared lest it should at once 
take the bread from their mouths. A tumultuous meeting 
was held on the Place des Terreaux, when it was de- 
termined to destroy the machines. This was however 
Prevented by the military. But Jacquard was denounced 
and hanged in effigy. The ‘Conseil des prud’hommes’ 
m vain endeavoured to allay the excitement, and they 
were themselves denounced. At length, carried away by 
the popular impulse, the prud’hommes, most of whom had 
been workmen and sympathised with the class, had one of 
Jacquard’s looms carried off and publicly broken in pieces. 
Iviots followed, in one of which Jacquard was dragged along 
the quay by an infuriated mob intending to drown him, but 
he was rescued. 

I he great value of the Jacquard loom, however, could not 
be denied, and its success was only a question of time. 
Jacquard was urged by some English silk manufacturers to 
pass over into England and settle there. But notwithstand- 
ing the harsh and cruel treatment he had received at the 
lands of his townspeople, his patriotism was too strong to 
permit him to accept their offer. The English manufac- 
tuiers, however, adopted his loom. Then it was, and only 
then, that Lyons, threatened to be beaten out of the field, 
adopted it with eagerness ; and before long the Jacquard 
machine was employed in nearly all kinds of weaving. The 
result proved that the fears of the workpeople had been 
entirely unfounded. Instead of diminishing employment, 
the Jacquard loom increased it at least tenfold. The 
number of persons occupied in the manufacture of figured 
feuuds in Lyons, was stated by M. Leon Faucher to have 
reen 60,000 in 1833 > and that number has since been 
considerably increased. 
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As for Jacquard himself, the rest of his life passed peace- 
full), excepting that the workpeople who dragged him along 
c quay to drown him were shortly after found eager to- 

h f_ ar ,.‘? !" tnum P h along the same route in celebration of 
his birthday. But his modesty would not permit him to 
cike part in such a demonstration. The Municipal Council 
Lyons proposed to him that he should devote himself 
to improving his machine for the benefit of the local 
ustry, to w hich Jacquard agreed in consideration of 
a moderate pension, the amount of which was fixed by 
imse . ter perfecting his invention accordingly, he 

^i re at s,xt y r to ent l Lis days at Oullins, his father’s 
tive place. It was there that he received, in 1820, 
he decoration of the Legion of Honour; and it was there 

tr * , . L 1 lct anc * was Juried in 1834. A statue was erected 
his memory, but his relatives remained in poverty; and 
. ^ }tars after his death, his two nieces were under 

necessity of celling for a lew hundred francs the gold 
met a I bestowed upon their uncle by Louis XVIII. “Such,” 
says a French writer, “was the gratitude of the manufac- 
rin B interests of Lyons to the man to whom it owes so 
large a portion of its splendour.” 

It is ould be easy to extend the martyrology of inventors, 

\° CltC t .^ e names of other equally distinguished men 
,° au ” " llilout any corresponding advantage to them- 
fn V< 't’ [ COntn ^ utec ® to the industrial progress of the age, — 
r rj t0 ,° olten happened that genius has planted the 
° " lc 1 l )at ‘ ent dulness has gathered the fruit ; but we 
in . C ° n U1 , e our ‘ 5C h’ es for the present to a brief account of an 
o comparatively recent date, by way of illustration 
lot of * tl6S aiK * P r i vat i° ns which it is so frequently the 
H •, Inechanica! g en ius to surmount. We allude to Joshua 
ann, t e inventor of the Combing Machine. 

seat of m rr; aS ^ 0m ^ *796 at Mulhouse, the principal 
e Alsace cotton manufacture. His father was 
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engaged in that business; and Joshua entered his office at 
fifteen. He remained there for two years, employing his 
'Spare time in mechanical drawing. He afterwards spent 
two years in his uncle’s banking-house in Paris, prosecuting 
the study of mathematics in the evenings. Some of his 
relatives having established a small cotton-spinning factory 
at Mulhouse, young Heilmann was placed with Messrs. Tissot 
and Rey, at Paris, to learn the practice of that firm. At the 
same time he became a student at the Conservatoire des Arts 
et Metiers, where he attended the lectures, and studied the 
machines in the museum. He also took practical lessons in 
turning from a toymaker. After some time, thus diligently 
occupied, he returned to Alsace, to superintend the con- 
struction of the machinery for the new factory at Vieux- 
Thann, which was shortly finished and set to work. The 
operations of the manufactory were, however, seriously 
affected by a commercial crisis which occurred, and it 
passed into other hands, on which Heilmann returned to his 
family at Mulhouse. 

He had in the mean time been occupying much of his 
leisure with inventions, more particularly in connection with 
the weaving of cotton and the preparation of the staple for 
spinning. One of his earliest contrivances was an embroidering- 
machine, in which twenty needles were employed, working 
simultaneously; and he succeeded in accomplishing his 
object after about six months’ labour. For this invention, 
which he exhibited at the Exposition of 1834, he received a 
gold medal, and was decorated with the Legion of Honour. 
Other inventions quickly followed — an improved loom, a 
machine for measuring and folding fabrics, an imprcvement 
of the “ bobbin and fly frames ” of the English spinners, and 
a weft winding-machine, with various improvements in the 
machinery for preparing, spinning, and weaving silk and 
cotton. One of his most ingenious contrivances was his 
loom for weaving simultaneously two pieces of velvet or other 
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piled fabric, united by the pile common to both, with a knife 
and traversing apparatus for separating the two fabrics when 
woven. But by far the most beautiful and ingenious of his 
inventions was the combing-machine, the histoiy of which 
we now proceed shortly to describe. 

Heilmann had for some years been diligently studying the 
contrivance of a machine for combing long-stapled cotton, 
t ie ordinary carding-maehine being found ineffective in pre- 
paring the raw material for spinning, especially the finer 
sorts of yarn, besides causing considerable waste. To avoid 
these imperfections, the cotton-spinners of Alsace offered a 
prize of 5000 francs lor an improved combing-machine, and 
Heilmann immediately proceeded to compete for the reward. 

e was not stimulated by the desire of gam, for he was com- 
paratively nch, having acquired a considerable fortune by his 
wi e. It was a saying of his that “ one will never accomplish 
great things who is constantly asking himself, how much gain 
will this bring me?’ What mainly impelled him was the 
irrepressible instinct of the inventor, who no sooner has a 
mechanical problem set before him than he feels impelled to 
undertake its solution. The problem in this case was, how- 
ever, much more difficult than he had anticipated. The 
close study of the subject occupied him for several years, 
and the expenses in which he became involved in connection 
with it were so great; that his w'ife’s fortune was shortly, 
swallowed up. and he was reduced to poverty, without 
eing able to bring his machine to perfection. From that 
time he was under the necessity of relying mainly on the 
inends to enable him to prosecute the invention. 

ule still struggling with poverty and difficulties, Heil- 
mann s wife died, believing her husband ruined ; and shortly 

\r Cr proceeded to England and settled for a time at 
anc ester, still labouring at his machine. He had a 
roo made for him by the eminent machine-makers, Sharpe, 
erts, and Company ; but still he could not make it work j 
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satisfactorily, and he was at length brought almost to the 
erge of despair. He returned to France to visit his family 
Still pursuing his idea, which had obtained complete posse! 
non o h, s mind. While sitting by his hearth one evenTng, 
mg upon the hard fate of inventors and the misfor- 
tunes,,, which their families so often become involved he 
found himself almost unconsciously watching his daughters 

,'h !°” g ^ and dni ' fin « il a t f “'> length 

ta if he m ^ The ,hou * ht struck him 

of Libia™ ! T C f y imi “ e in a machine the Process 

combing out the longest hair and forcing back the short 

l~u h r^rv he comb > * t ss 

cate him from his difficulty. It may be remembered that 

Mbi!c°, r“‘ ' he I,fe ° f Ueilmann has been made die 
subject of a beautiful picture by Mr Elmore R 4 , u 

S th ! Royal AcadLy of^I h,ch 

JTJ “f he Reeded, introduced the apparently 

dale Lei ! r u lr,Cate P ’ 0KSS of machineLoinbing! 
don Thf ?T he SUCCeeded “ perfecting the invetP 
ciated b thT 1 “ U ‘ y ° f the P rocess c “ only be appre- 
rt n the °f "' h ° have witness cd the machine at work, 
htir whiehL amy °! i,S m0 '' emenK >° that of combing the 
The machine h^'LL " IVT ntion, is at once apparent. 
iS a b , e T d c SCnbed “ “ acdn £ "Hi almost the 
Of L jS ° r , the , hUman fi " gerS '' 11 C °"' bS *0 'ock 
each other . places the fibres exactly parallel with 

lonsfiteLZr? e '™ g i0m ,he 5hort ' aad the 

fine the , • s lver and the sh ort ones in another. In 

the human* fi mC ^ ° n ^ y aCtS t,ie delicate accuracy of 

thc de,ica,e tatem - 

its renderin^ ^° mmercial va,ue of the invention consisted in 
spinning t? 6 COmmoner sorts of cotton available for fine 
themJL •! he manu fecturers were thereby enabled to select 
suitable fibres for high-priced fabrics, and to produce 
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the finer sorts of yam in much larger quantities. It became 
possible by its means to make thread so fine that a length of 
334 miles might be spun from a single pound weight of the 
prepared cotton, and, worked up into the finer sorts of lace, 
the original shilling’s worth of cotton-wool, before it passed 
into the hands of the consumer, might^hus be increased to 
the value of between 300/. and 400/. sterling. 

I he beauty and utility of Heilmann’s invention were at 
once appreciated by the English cotton-spinners. Six Lan- 
cashire firms united and purchased the patent for cotton- 
spinning for England for the sum of 30,000/. ; the wool- 
spinners paid the same sum for the privilege of applying the 
process to wool ; and the Messrs. Marshall, of Leeds, 20,000/ 
for the privilege of applying it to flax. Thus wealth suddenly 
flowed in upon poor Heilmann at last. But he did not live 
to enjoy it. Scarcely had his long labours been crowned by 
success than he died, and his son, who had shared in his 
privations, shortly followed him. 

It is at the price of lives such as these that the wonders oi 
civilisation are achieved. 
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Three great Potters-Palissy, Bottgher, Wedgwood. 

'** Jt S '•rill'^LC ! s ,T J rt wcU « o'? S5 r ° rtitude - and the rarest too. . . Patience 
P'n;» When companions^ her.- wi/TS,. Hope bWSelf ccases “» *« hap- 

** '' 5n; "llec (f’une telle bealitTnue* 1 '* "j ? fut mowW coupe de terre tournee 
connoisance des terres ,ir<*ikuses ic me m- ^ lors > sans av0 ‘ r esgard que je n’avois nolle 
hu, taste er. m,s a ch ^her les emaux^cemne un homme 




T rrsr tha i the history ° r p ° ttery furnish es 

the most remarkable instances of patient 
perseverance to be found in the whole raLc of 

striking 7 ’ ° f th K Se ^ Sdect three of the most 
Pali.ssy, the Frenchman eX ? lb »I ted “ the livCS ° f Bernard 

German; and Jo.iahWM J !i nn u Fnedrich B5tt S her > the 

Though the an of L ^ EngUshman * 

known to most of tho a ln S c °mmon vessels of clay was 
enamelled earth/ natl0ns ’ that of manufacturing 

^tpSTrr mUCh less ~mmon. It wa| 

whose ware are still To ’ T r^T- EtrUScans > s P ecimen s of 
But it became a i / ^ f ° Und m antlc P iar ian collections. 

Parat4 r "Lt dn — d « a 

in ancient tim« . ’ ' , L . Etruscan ware was very valuable 

the time of A ’ * JCinft xvorth its weight in gold in 
amonast rl Ugl ' Stus * The Moors seem to have preserved 
practising Z / kaowled S eof the art, which they were found 
Pisans in * * * S &nd ° f Ma -> orca w hen it was taken by the 
11 Among the spoil carried away were many 
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plates of Moorish earthenware, which, in token of triumph. 
" cr ^ embedded in the walls of several of the ancient churches 
of 1 isa, where they are to be seen to this day. About tv o 
centuries later the Italians began to make an imitation 
enamelled ware, which they named Majolica, after the 
Moorish place of manufacture. 

The reviver or re-discoverer of the art of enamelling in 
Italj was Luca della Robbia, a Florentine sculptor. Vasari 
ch-M ribes him as a man of indefatigable perseverance, working 
' v ,l b his chisel all day and practising drawing during the 
greater part of the night. He pursued the latter art with so 
much assiduity, that when working late, to prevent his feet 
from freezing with the cold, he was accustomed to provide 
himself with a basket of shavings, in which he placed them 
to keep himself warm and enable him to proceed with his 
drawings. “ Nor,” says Vasari, “ am I in the least astonished 
at this, since no man ever becomes distinguished in any art 
whatsoever who does not early begin to acquire the power of 
supporting heat, cold, hunger, thirst, and other discomforts; 
whereas those persons deceive themselves altogether who 
suppose that when taking their ease and surrounded by all 
the enjoyments of the world they may still attain to honour- 
able distinction, — for it is not by sleeping, but by waking, 
watc hing, and labouring continually,' that proficiency is at- 
tained and reputation acquired.” 

But Luca, notwithstanding all his application and industry, 

( 1 no ®- succeed in earning enough money by sculpture to 
una le him to live by the art, and the idea occurred to him 
t at he might nevertheless be able to pursue his modelling 
>n some material more facile and less dear than marble. 
to en r was ^at be began to make his models in clay, and 
to 00 t av ° ur ky experiment so to coat and bake the clay as 
length a* th ° Se modeIs durable. After many trials he at 
terial ' sc ' Jvere d a method of covering the clay with a ma- 
> " uc i, when exposed to the intense heat of a furnace, 
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became converted into an almost imperishable enamel. He 
afterwards made the further discovery of a method of im- 

beauty ^ ^ enamd ’ ^ gFeatly addin g to its 

Fhe fame of Luca’s work extended throughout Europe 
and specimens of his art became widely diffused. Many of 
them were sent into France and Spain, where they were 
greatly prized. At that time coarse brown jars and pipkins 

Franc ° S H ! ^ " tideS ° f earthen ™ produced in 
S co " , ' n " e<J to be case, with compara- 
uvely small .mprovemenl, until the time of Palissy-a man 

, kd ■‘"‘ l f “* ht il 6’ llnst stupendous difficulties with a 
hero, sm that sheds aglow almost of romance over the events 
or his chequered life, re events 

soutr:f rd / aHSSyiS t UPP0Se( * t0 have been born in the 

IS10 H.wTtf’ m the dl0CeSe 0f Agen ’ about the year 

trade T probabiy a worker in glass, to which 

people!!! ^ br ° Ught UP ' His parents — Poor 
eduction ‘« T° 0 h ° ^ the benefit of any sch ° o1 
“thanhe-iv 1 5 ad n u ° ° ther books >” said he afterwards, 

h rr: d r?’ which are ° pen to a,L ” He ^ 

of dm! h of glass-painting, to which he added that 
of drawing and afterwards reading and writing. 

delved a p°r 1 e ’ f??- yCarS ° ld ’ the g |ass trade becoming 
ht hS al f y ,Cft hlS father ’ S house ’ ™h his wallet on 
there ’ ^ ° Ut into the world to search whether 

toward!! any P aCC , - m U f ° r him - He first travelled 
ernninvm WOrkin g at his trade where he could find 

land ^ Cnt ’ and occasiona lly occupying part of his time in 
r . sunn 2- Then he travelled northwards, sojourning 
various periods at different places in France, Flanders, 
and Lower Germany. 

ift U1S Pabss ^ occu pied about ten more years of his life, 
^. r . " j c be niar ried, and ceased from his wanderings, 
mg c o\v n to practise glass-painting and land-measuring 
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at the small town of Saintes, in the Lower Charente. There 
children were born to him ; and not only his responsibilities 
but his expenses increased, while, do what he could, his 
tamings remained too small for his needs. It was therefore 
necessary for him to bestir himself. Probably he felt 
capable of better things than drudging in an employment 
so precarious as glass-painting ; and hence he was induced 
to turn his attention to the kindred art of painting and 
enamelling earthenware. Yet on this subject he was wholly 
ignorant ; lor he had never seen earth baked before he 
began his operations. He had therefore everything to learn 
by himself, without any helper. But he was full of hope, 
eager to learn, of unbounded perseverance and inexhaustible 
patience. 

It was the sight of an elegant cup of Italian manufacture 
most probably one of Luca ddla Robbia’s make — which 
first set Palissy a-thinking about the new art A circum- 
stance so apparently insignificant would have produced no 
eftect upon an ordinary mind, or even upon Palissy himself 
at an ordinary time ; but occurring as it did when he was 
meditating a change of calling, he at once became inflamed 
with the desire of imitating it The sight of this cup dis- 
turbed his whole existence ; and the determination to discover 
the enamel with which it was glazed thenceforward possessed 
him like a passion. Had he been a single man he might 
have travelled into Italy in search of the secret; but he was 
bound to his wife and his children, and could not leave 
them , so he remained by their side groping in the dark in 
the hope of finding out the process of making and enamel- 
ling earthenware. 

-V. first he could merely guess the materials of which the 
enamel w as composed ; and he proceeded to try all manner 
ol experiments to ascertain what they really were. He 
pounded all the substances which he supposed were likely 
produce it. Then he bought common earthen pots, 
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broke them into pieces, and, spreading his compounds over 
them, subjected them to the heat of a furnace which he 
erected for the purpose of baking them. His experiments 
failed ; and the results were broken pots and a waste of fuel, 
drugs, time, and labour. Women do not readily sympathise 
with experiments whose only tangible effect is to dissipate 
the means of buying clothes and food for their children ; 
and Palissy’s wife, however dutiful in other respects, could not 
be reconciled to the purchase of more earthen pots, which 
seemed to her to be bought only to be broken. Yet she 
must needs submit; for Palissy had become thoroughly pos- 
sessed by the determination to master the secret of the 
enamel, and would not leave it alone. 

For many successive months and years Palissy pursued 
is experiments. The first furnace having proved a failure, 
e proceeded to erect another out of doors. There he burnt 
more wood, spoiled more drugs and pots, and lost more 
bme, until poverty stared him and his family in the face. 

anrl St ^i! C ’ * foo * e< * awa y several years, with sorrow 
, ' 1S ’ ecause I could not at all arrive at my intention.” 

e Nervals of his experiments he occasionally worked 

and Sr mer C f ingS ’ paintin S on drawing portraits, 

were and ’ but his eamin g s from these sources 

on his ^ Sma ‘ At length he was no lon g er able to carrv 
cost nff XP r n ? en ? m his ° Wn fumace because of the heavy 
as hefn UC - ; bUt hC b ° Ught more P otsher ds, broke them up 
them wift T tbrCe 0r ^ 0ur hundred pieces, and, covering 
, , f ,. c emica ls, earned them to a tile-work a league and 

furna b ° m " a ' ntes ’ there to be baked in an ordinary 

t • CG * er . ^ be °P era tion he went to see the pieces taken 
r I. ’ an ’ to ^‘ S dismay* the whole of the experiments were 
f ' l ), reS '! U * through disappointed, he was not yet defeated ; 
or he determined on the very spot to “ begin afresh.” 

is usiness as a land-measurer called him away for a 
ne season from the pursuit of his experiments. In con- 
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fonnity with an edict of the State, it became necessary to 
survey the salt-marshes in the neighbourhood of Saintes 
for the purpose of levying the land-tax. Palissy was em- 
ployed to make this survey, and prepare the requisite 
map. I he work occupied him some time, and he was 
doubtless well paid for it; but no sooner was it completed 
than he proceeded, with redoubled zeal, to follow up his 
old investigations “ m the track of the enamels.” He began 
by breaking three dozen new earthen pots, the pieces of 
which he covered with different materials which he had 
compounded, and then took them to a neighbouring glass- 
furnace to be baked. The results gave him a glimmer of 
hope. The greater heat oi the glass-furnace had melted 
some of the compounds ; but though Palissy searched dili- 
gently for the white enamel he could find none. 

For two more years he went on experimenting without 
any satisfactory result, until the proceeds of his survey of the 
salt-marshes having become nearly spent, he was reduced to 
poverty again. But he resolved to make a last great effort; 
and he began by breaking more pots than ever. More 
than three hundred pieces of pottery covered with his com- 
pounds were sent to the glass-furnace ; and thither he him- 
selt went to watch the results of the baking. Four hours 
passed, during which he watched ; and then the furnace was 
opened. The material on one only of the three hundred 
pieces of potsherd had melted, and it was taken out to cool. 
As it hardened, it grew white — white and polished ! The 
piece of potsherd was covered with white enamel, described 
by 1 alissy as “ singularly beautiful 1” And beautiful it must 
no doubt have been in his eyes after all his weary waiting. 

e ran home with it to his wife, feeling himself, as he ex- 
pressed it, quite a new creature. But the prize was not yet 
won—fai f rom j t The partial success of . this intended 
ast e on merely had the effect of luring him on to a suc- 
SIOn °‘ further experiments and failures. 
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In order that he might complete the invention, which he 
now believed to be at hand, he resolved to build for himself 
a glass-furnace near his dwelling, where he might carry on 
his operations in secret. He proceeded to build the furnace 
with his own hands, carrying the bricks from the brick-field 
upon his back. He was bricklayer, labourer, and alL From 
seven to eight more months passed. At last the furnace 
was built and ready for use. Palissy had in the mean time 
lashioned a number of vessels of clay in readiness for the 
laying on of the enamel After being subjected to a preli- 
minary process ot baking, they were covered with the enamel 
compound, and again placed in the furnace for the grand 
crucia experiment Although his means were nearly ex- 
laustec , Palissy had been for some time accumulating a 
great store of fuel for the final effort j and he thought it was 
noi^n, . t last the fire was lit, and the operation pro- 
eet lu. day he sat by the furnace, feeding it with fuel, 
n i here L ' vatchin g and feeding all through the long 
i - ut 1 ie enamel did not melt. The sun rose upon 
3 ° urs ' brought him a portion of the scanty 

L • , in p mea >— for he would not stir from the furnace, into 
c ie continued from time to time to heave more fuel 
ne second day passed, and still the enamel did not melt. 

„ ! SUn S u\f nd an ° ther night P assed - The P ale > haggard, 
nr,’ b ; lffled yet n0t beaten Paliss y sat by his furnace 
k y ,° 0kmg for the melting of the enamel. A third day 
mght passed a fourth, a fifth, and even a sixth,— yes, for 
, T'a ^ y f and n *ghts did the unconquerable Palissy watch 

01 1 g ting against hope ; and still the enamel would 
not melt. 

It then occurred to him that there might be some defect 
, e materials for the enamel — perhaps something wanting 
e ux , so he set to work to pound and compound fresh 
niatena s for a new experiment. Thus two or three more 
'ce s passed. But how to buy more pots? — for those 
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which he had made with his own hands for the purposes 
of the first experiment were by long baking irretrievably 
spoilt for the purposes of a second. His money was now 
all spent; but he could borrow. His character was still 
good, though his wife and the neighbours thought him 
foolishly wasting his means in futile experiments. Never- 
theless he succeeded. He borrowed sufficient from a friend 
to enable him to buy more fuel and more pots, and he was 
again ready for a further experiment. The pots were covered 
with the new compound, placed in the furnace, and the fire 
was again lit. 

It was the last and most desperate experiment of the 
w'hole. 1 he fire blazed up ; the heat became intense ; but 
still the enamel did not melt The fuel began to run 
short : How to keep up the fire ? There were the garden 

palings : these would burn. They must be sacrificed rather 
than that the great experiment should fail. The garden 
palings were pulled up and cast into the furnace. They 
were burnt in vain ! The enamel had not yet melted. 
Ten minutes more heat might do it Fuel must be had 
at whatever cost There remained the household fumi- 
ture and shelving. A crashing noise was heard in the 
house ; and amidst the screams of his wife and children, 
who now feared Palissy’s reason was giving way, the tables 
were seized, broken up, and heaved into the furnace. The 
enamel had not melted yet ! There remained the shelving. 
Another noise of the wrenching of timber was heard within 
the house ; and the shelves were tom down and hurled after 
the furniture into the fire. Wife and children then rushed 
rom the house, and went frantically through the town, call- 
ing out that poor Palissy had gone mad, and was breaking 
U P his very furniture for firewood !* 

brusl^l 5 ^ * ° Wn WOr ^ s are : — “ be bois m’ayant failli, je fus contraint 
i e ^,, S tn esta P es (<’taies) qui soustenovent les tailles dc nion jardin, 

UC 65 estant bruslees, je fus contraint brasler les tables et plancber 
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For an entire month his shirt had not been off his back, 
and he was utterly worn out— wasted with toil, anxiety, 
watching, and want of food. He was in debt, and seemed 
on the verge of ruin. But he had at length mastered the 
secret; for the last great burst of heat had melted the enamel, 
rhe common brown household jars, when taken out of the 
umace after it had become cool, were found covered with 
a white glaze ! For this he could endure reproach, con- 
tumely, and scorn, and wait patiently for the opportunity 
of putting his discovery into practice as better days came 


alissy next hired a potter to make some earthen vessels 
after designs which he furnished; while he himself'pro- 

pnn it ° r d S0Ule medaUions in cla y for the purpose of 

1 em ' EUI hw ,0 “0 !>» 

‘ ' , the wares were made and ready for sale ? For- 

nately there remained one man in Saintes who still believed 

keenar lnt ^ nty ’ ^ n0t ^ ■! ud & nient i of Palissy — an inn- 
wh ;P ’ Wh ° agreed t0 feed and lodge him for six months, 
in! ’o WC T ° n ^ manufacture. As for the work- 
" ' vh °m he had hired, Palissy soon found that he 

strioneH h' P1 'i "Iv th ° st 'P u,ated wages. Having already 
FI us dwelling, he could but strip himself; and he 

une teU^ammissp 1 fa ' le f ° ndre , la secontle composition. J’estob en 
i cause du hbeur r't’d ^ ne s?aurois dire : car j’estob tout tari et deseche 
quo ma cLmt ‘ e , 'Y?™ du fo “ 5 « y avoit plus d’un mob 
moquoit de mov Pt'' *. SUr I | loy ’ encorcs pour me consoler on se 

par la ville ' ■ r ■ CSme ceux q ui nie devoient secourir alloient crier 
Lsoit perdrn nV T ^ le P lancher : * P« tel moyen Ton me 
que i cherd n \ C r edlt f m estlmoi! -° n estre fol. Les autres disoient 
faisoii seichpr f ° a fausse monno ye, qui estoit un mal qui me 

un homme honteux* ^ m ’ Cn all °‘ S par les tout haiss,! comme 
i| s se n . * ‘ * * * P ers °nne ne me secouroit : Mais au contraire 

de faim ^ °* en * c c ™°>'» en disant : II luy appartient bien de mourir 
i mes 1 “ e ^ a ^ ssc son mestier. Toutes ees nouvelles venoyent 

Pat v p- q ua «d je passois par la rue.”— ‘ (Euvres Competes de 
aU “ y - Pam > i8 44 1 ’ De l’Art de Terre, p. 315. 
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accordingly parted with some of his clothes to the potter, 
in part payment of the wages which he owed him. 

Palissy next erected an improved furnace, but he was so 
unfortunate as to build part of the inside with flints. When 
it was heated, these flints cracked and burst, and the spiculs 
were scattered over the pieces of pottery, sticking to them. 
1 hough the enamel came out right, the work was irretriev- 
ably spoilt, and thus six more months’ labour was lost. 
Persons were found willing to buy the articles at a low price, 
notwithstanding the injury they had sustained; but Palissy 
would not sell them, considering that to have done so would 
be to “ decry and abase his honour ;” and so he broke in 
pieces the entire batch. “ Nevertheless,” says he, “ hope 
continued to inspire me, and I held on manfully; some- 
times, when visitors called, I entertained them w r ith plea- 
santry, while I was really sad at heart. . . . Worst of all the 
sufferings I had to endure, were the mockeries and persecu- 
tions of those of my own household, who were so unreason- 
able as to expect me to execute work without the means of 
doing so. For years my furnaces were without any covering 
or protection, and while attending them I have been for 
nights at the mercy of the wind and the rain, without help 
or consolation, save it might be the wailing of cats on the 
one side and the howling of dogs on the other. Sometimes 
the tempest would beat so furiously against the furnaces 
that I was compelled to leave them and seek shelter within 
doors. Drenched by rain, and in no better plight than if I 
had been dragged through mire, I have gone to lie down 
at midnight or at daybreak, stumbling into the house with- 
out a light, and reeling from one side to another as if I 
had been drunken, but really weary with watching and filled 
v ' !t -h sorrow at the loss of my labour after such long toiling. 
P>ut alas ! my home proved no refuge ; for, drenched and 
besmeared as I was, I found in my chamber a second per- 
secution worse than the first, which makes me even now 
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marvel that I was not utterly consumed by my many 
sorrows.” 

At this stage of his affairs, Palissy became melancholy 
and almost hopeless, and seems to have all but broken down. 
He wandered gloomily about the fields near Saintes, his 
clothes hanging in tatters, and himself worn to a skeleton. 
In a curious passage in his writings he describes how that the 
calves of his legs had disappeared and were no longer able 
with the help of garters to hold up his stockings, which fell 
about his heels when he walked * The.family continued to 
reproach him for his recklessness, and his neighbours cried 
shame upon him for his obstinate folly. So he returned 
lor a time to his former calling; and after about a year’s 
duigent labour, during which he earned bread for his 
household and somewhat recovered his character among 
his neighbours, he again resumed his darling enterprise, 
hut though he had already spent nearly ten years in the 
search for the enamel, it cost him nearly eight more 
years of experimental plodding before he perfected his in- 
vention. He gradually learnt dexterity and certainty of 
result by experience, gathering practical knowledge out of 
many failures. Every mishap was a fresh lesson to him, 
cac ing him something new about the nature of enamels, 
as qua ities of argillaceous earths, the tempering of clays, 
and the construction and management of furnaces. 

At last, after about sixteen years’ labour, Palissy took 
cart anc called himself Potter. These sixteen years had 


Qu i a ° U CS ces ^ u ‘ tes m ont cause un tel lasseur et tristesse d’esprit, 
fen v-t 1 ra ' a ^ c l ue i a y e rt *ndu mes emaux fusible & un mesme degre de 
vailUrH aTi e ^ rer i us< l ucs a H porte du sepulchre : aussi en me tra- 
l ; e s a aires -> e me su ‘ s trouve l’e.space de plus se dix ans si fort 
hos > L Cn P* ' ,ersonue » qu’il n y avoit aucune forme ny apparence de 
d’u’ie UX ,ras al,x jambes : ains estoyent mes dites jambes toutes 
chae 1,611110 ' < C " sorte ‘l ue les liens de quoy j’attachois mes bas de 
. S CS , ,0 ' en b s °udain que je cheminois, sur les talons avec le residu 
de mes chausses.”-CEuvres, 319-20. 
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been his term of apprenticeship to the art ; during which he 
had wholly to teach himself, beginning at the very beginning. 
He was now able to sell his wares and thereby maintain 
his family in comfort. But he never rested satisfied with 
what he had accomplished. He proceeded from one step 
of improvement to another; always aiming at the greatest 
perfection possible. He studied natural objects for patterns, 
and with such success that the great Buffon spoke of him 
as “so great a naturalist as Nature only can produce." 
His ornamental pieces are now regarded as rare gems in the 
cabinets of virtuosi, and sell at almost fabulous prices.* The 
ornaments on them are for the most part accurate models 
from life, of wild animals, lizards, and plants, found in the 
fields about Saintes, and tastefully combined as ornaments 
into the texture of a plate or vase. When Palissy had 
reached the height of his art he styled himself “ Ouvrier 
de Terre et Inventeur des Rustics Figulines." 

We have not, however, come to an end of the sufter- 
ings of Palissy, respecting which a few w'ords remain to be 
said. Being a Protestant, at a time when religious persecu- 
tion waxed hot in the south of France, and expressing his 
views without fear, he was regarded as a dangerous heretic. 
His enemies having informed against him, his house at 
Saintes was entered by the officers of “justice," and his 
workshop was thrown open to the rabble, who entered 
and smashed his pottery, while he himself was hurried off by 
night and cast into a dungeon at Bordeaux, to wait his tum 
at the stake or the scaffold. He was condemned to be 
burnt; but a powerful noble, the Constable de Montmorency, 
interposed to save his life — not because he had any special 
regard for Palissy or his religion, but because no other artist 
could be found capable of executing the enamelled pave- 

* At the sale of Mr. Bernal's articles of vertu in London a few years 
since, one of Palissy’s small dishes, 12 inches in diameter, with a lizard 
in the centre, sold for 162/. 
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ment for his magnificent chateau then in course of erection 
at Ecouen, about four leagues from Paris. By his influence 
an edict was issued appointing Palissy Inventor of Rustic 
Figulines to the King and to the Constable, which had the 
effect of immediately removing him from the jurisdiction of 
Bourdeaux. He was accordingly liberated, and returned to 
his home at Saintes only to find it devastated and broken 
up. His workshop was open to the sky, and his works lay 
in ruins. Shaking the dust of Saintes from his feet he left 
the place never to return to it, and removed to Paris to 
carry on the works ordered of him by the Constable and 
die Queen Mother, being lodged in the Tuileries * while so 
occupied. 

Besides carrying on the manufacture of pottery, with the 
aid of his two sons, Palissy, during the latter part of his life, 
wrote and published several books on the potter’s art, with 
a view to the instruction of his countrymen, and in order 
that they might avoid the many mistakes which he himself 
had made. He also wrote on agriculture, on fortification, 
and natural history, on which latter subject he even delivered 
lectures to a limited number of persons. He waged war 
against astrology, alchemy, witchcraft, and like impostures. 
Ihis stirred up against him many enemies, who pointed the 
finger at him as a heretic, and he was again arrested for his 
religion and imprisoned in the Bastille. He was now an 
ola man of seventy-eight, trembling on the verge of the 
grave, but his spirit was as brave as ever. He was threat- 
ened with death unless he recanted; but he was as 
obstinate in holding to his religion as he had been in hunt- 

Within the last few months, Mr. Charles Read, a gentleman curious 
m matters of Protestant antiquarianism in France, has discovered one of 
tire ovens in which Palissy baked his chefs-d’oeuvre. Several moulds of 
L .es, plants, animals, &c., were dug up in a good state of preservation, 
hearing his well-known stamp. It is situated under the gallery of the 
Louvre, in the Place du Carrousel. 
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ing out the secret of the enamel. The king, Henry III., 
even went to see him in prison to induce him to abjure his 
faith. “ My good man,” said the King, “ you have now 
served my mother and myself for forty-five years. We have 
put up with your adhering to your religion amidst fires and 
massacres : now I am so pressed by the Guise party as well 
as by my own people, that I am constrained to leave you 
in the hands of your enemies, and to-morrow you will be 
burnt unless you become converted.” “ Sire,” answered the 
unconquerable old man, “ I am ready to give my life for 
the glory of God. You have said many times that you have 
pity on me ; and now I have pity on you, who have pro- 
nounced the words / am constrained ! It is not spoken like 
a king, sire ; it is what you, and those who constrain you, 
the Guisards and all your people, can never effect upon me. 
for I know how to die.”* Palissy did indeed die shortly 
after, a martyr, though not at the stake. He died in the 
Bastille, after enduring about a year’s imprisonment, — there 
peacefully terminating a life distinguished for heroic labour, 
extraordinary endurance, inflexible rectitude, and the exhibi- 
tion of many rare and noble virtues. + 

The life of John Frederick Bottgher, the inventor of hard 
porcelain, presents a remarkable contrast to that of Palissy : 
though it also contains many points of singular and almost 
romantic interest. Bottgher was bom at Schleiz, in the Voight- 
land, in 1685, and at twelve years of age was placed appren- 
tice with an apothecary at Berlin. He seems to have been early 
fascinated by chemistry, and occupied most of his leisure 
in making experiments. These for the most part tended in 

* D’Aubigne, ‘ 1 1 istoire Universelle.’ The historian adds, “ Voye: 
1’impudenccde cc bilistre ! vous diriez qu’il auroit lu ce vers de Seneque . 
‘ On ne peut contraindre celui qui sait mourir : Qui mori seif, cogi nescit. 

+ The subject of Palissy’s life and labours has been ably and elabo- 
rately treated by Professor Morley In his well-known work. In the 
above brief narrative we have for the most part followed Palissy s own 
account of his experiments as given in his ‘Art de Terre.’ 
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one direction-the art of converting common metals into 
gold. At the end of several years, Bottgher pretended to 
have discovered the universal solvent of the alchemists, and 
professed that he had made gold by its means. He ex- 
hibited its powers before his master, the apothecary Zorn 
and by some trick or other succeeded in making him and 
several other witnesses believe that he had actually con- 
verted copper into gold. 

The news spread abroad that the apothecary’s apprentice 
had discovered the grand secret, and crowds collected about 
he shop to get a sight of the wonderful young “gold-cook ” 

him ^t e r SS€da Wi5h to -"and^onverse whh 
him and when Frederick I. was presented with a piece of the 

go.d pretended to have been converted from copper, he was 
^ dazzled with the prospect of securing an infinite quantity 
ussia being then in great straits for monev— that he 
rtemnned to secure Bottgher and employ him to make 
go d for him within the strong fortress of Spandau. But the 

babhffe.r eC i ry ’ SUSpeCting the king ’ s intention, and pro- 

suc eded™ 8 tCCtl0n ’ at 0nce reSOlved ° n -d P he 
ccteded in getting across the frontier into Saxony. 

apDreh^ r mn 0f K a * thOUSand thalers Was offered for Bother’s 
annealed f ’ >Ut “ Vam ' He arrived at Wittenberg, and 

Aui s I T eCtl0n f t 0 r , the Elect0r of Sax0I W’ Frederick 

FredenVV ’ w” 6 ° f Poland )> sumamed “the Strong.” 

time Tn f l IT" 8 ^ mUch in want of mon ey at the 

in anv h !Z*t ° Verj ° yed at the P ros P e ct of obtaining gold 
was accordi'al >y the aid of . the young alchemist Bottgher 
panied hv ng y conve yed in secret to Dresden, accom- 
when a w f° >a ^ scort . He had scarcely left Wittenberg 
eates h a i' 011 ° f Pruss ’ an grenadiers appeared before the 
too lat t . rn p n( ' ? g the & old - mak cr’s extradition. But it was 
, V B°ttgher had already arrived in Dresden, where he 
con •? ged ln the Golden House, and treated with every 
eration, though strictly watched and kept under guard. 
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The Elector, however, must needs leave him there for a 
time, having to depart forthwith to Poland, then almost in a 
state of anarchy. But, impatient for gold, he wrote Bdttgher 
from Warsaw, urging him to communicate the secret, so that 
he himself might practise the art of commutation. The 
young “ gold-cook," thus pressed, forwarded to Frederick a 
small phial containing “ a reddish fluid," which, it was 
asserted, changed all metals, when in a molten state, into 
gold. This important phial was taken in charge by the 
Prince Fiirst von Furstenburg, who, accompanied by a regi- 
ment of Guards, hurried with it to Warsaw. Amved 
there, it was determined to make immediate trial of the 
process. The King and the Prince locked themselves up in 
a secret chamber of the palace, girt themselves about with 
leather aprons, and like true “gold-cooks” set to work 
melting copper in a crucible and afterwards applying to it the 
red fluid of Bdttgher. But the result was unsatisfactory ; for 
notwithstanding all that they could do, the copper obstinately 
remained copper. On referring to the alchemist’s instnic- 
tions, however, the King found that, to succeed with the 
process, it was necessary that the fluid should be used " m 
great purity of heart;’’ and as his Majesty was conscious of 
having spent the evening in very bad company he attributed 
the failure of the experiment to that cause. A second trial 
was followed by no better results, and then the King became 
furious ; for he had confessed and received absolution beiore 
beginning the second experiment. 

Frederick Augustus now resolved on forcing Bdttgher to 
disclose the golden secret, as the only means ot relief from his 
urgent pecuniary’ difficulties. The alchemist, hearing of the 
royal intention, again determined to fly. He succeeded 
in escaping his guard, and, after three days’ travel, arrived 
at Ens in Austria, where he thought himself safe. The 
agents of the Elector were, how’ever, at his heels; they 
had tracked him to the “ Golden Stag,” which they sur- 
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rounded, and seizing him in his bed, notwithstanding his 
resistance and appeals to the Austrian authorities for help 
the } earned him by force to Dresden. From this time he 
was more strictly watched than ever, and he was shortly 
after transferred to the strong fortress of Koningstein It 
15 communic ated to him that the royal exchequer' was 
completely empty, and that ten regiments of PoL T. 

arrears of pay were waiting for his eold Th r 1 • Q 

-W *, and to,d hint * “ZZl £ ,f hf^Zo 
once proceed lo nmke gold, he would be hone i l‘‘ X 
m { s W "' to id, did, hangm ”) ' ( “ 

waeZh PaSSe4 , and Sti “ B 6 tt S h « ™^‘no gold ; but he 

the subject by Walter von Tschimhaus T mil t0 

;r“ y ,rz: f,r er ’ s,in in 

. porcelain.” § ° S try and do som ething else; make 

men^worS S L e t ed ?*** ^ and b ^n his experi- 
gations for a lonl t ^ He P rosecu ted his investi- 

success. At length "‘‘a ^ aSsiduity ’ but ^thout 

purpose of mrkhfhi qf ** br0U * ht t0 him f °r the 
He found that thif ‘ l ‘ Cm , Clb!es > set him on the right track, 
tun- 1 ' th ay ’ when submitted to a high tempera- 

retained * •%.; Z t 

opacity. Re had ; T- ° P ° rcclain > excepting m colour and 
and he nror d in ac accidentally discovered red porcelain; 

P oceeded to manufacture it and sell it as porcelain. 

G 2 
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Bottgher was, however, well aware that the white colour 
was an essential property of true porcelain ; and he therefore 
prosecuted his experiments in the hope of discovering the 
secret. Several years thus passed, but without success; 
until again accident stood his friend, and helped him to a 
knowledge of the art of making white porcelain. One day, 
in the year 1707, he found his perruque unusually heavy, 
and asked of his valet the reason. The answer was, that it 
was owing to the powder with which the wig was dressed, 
which consisted of a kind of earth then much used for hair 
powder. Bottgher’s quick imagination immediately seized 
upon the idea. This white earthy powder might possibly be 
the very earth of which he was in search — at all events the 
opportunity must not be let slip of ascertaining what it really 
was. He was rewarded for his painstaking care and watch- 
fulness ; for he found, on experiment, that the principal 
ingredient of the hair-powder consisted of kaolin , the want 
of which had so long formed an insuperable difficulty in the 
way of his inquiries. 

The discovery, in Bottgher’s intelligent hands, led to 
great results, and proved of for greater importance than the 
discovery of the philosopher’s stone would have been. In 
October, 1707, he presented his first piece of porcelain to 
the Elector, who was greatly pleased with it ; and it was 
resolved that Bottgher should be furnished with the means 
necessary for perfecting his invention. Having obtained a 
skilled workman from Delft, he began to turn porcelain 
with great success. He now entirely abandoned alchemy 
for pottery, and inscribed over the door of his workshop 
this distich : — 

“ Es machte Gott, der grosse Schopfer , 

Aus einem Goldmacher eineti Topfer." * 


* “Almighty God, the great Creator, 

Has changed a goldmaker to a potter.” 
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Bottgher, however, was still under strict surveillance, for 
fear lest he should communicate his secret to others or 
escape the Elector’s control. The new workshops and 
furnaces which were erected for him, were guarded by troops 
night and day, and six superior officers were made re- 
sponsible for the personal security of the potter. 

Bottgher’s further experiments with his new furnaces 
proving very successful, and the porcelain which he manu- 
factured being found to fetch large prices, it was next 
determined to establish a Royal Manufactory of porcelain. 
The manufacture of delft ware was known to have greatly 
enriched Holland. Why should not the manufacture of 
porcelain equally enrich the Elector ? Accordingly, a decree 
went forth, dated the 23rd of January, 1710, for the esta- 
blishment of “ a large manufactory of porcelain ” at the 
Albrechtsburg in Meissen. In this decree, which was trans- 
lated into Latin, French, and Dutch, and distributed by the 
Ambassadors of the Elector at all the European Courts, 
Frederick Augustus set forth that to promote the welfare of 
Saxony, which had suffered much through the Swedish 
invasion, he had “ directed his attention to the subterranean 
treasures (unterirdischen Schdlze ) ” of the country, and 
having employed some able persons in the investigation, they 
had succeeded in manufacturing “ a sort of red vessels (cine 
Art rather Gefiisse) far superior to the Indian terra sigillata ; ” * 
as also “ coloured ware and plates ( buttles Geschirr und 
Tafelri) which may be cut, ground, and polished, and are 
quite equal to Indian vessels,” and finally that “ specimens 
0! white porcelain (Proben von weissem Porzelldii) ” had 
already been obtained, and it was hoped that this quality, 
too, would soon be manufactured in considerable quantities. 

I he whole of the Chinese and Japanese porcelain was formerly 
known as Indian porcelain — probably because it was first brought by 
the Portuguese from India to Europe, after the discovery of the Cape of 
tiood Hope by Vasco da Gama. 
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I he royal decree concluded by inviting “ foreign artists and 
handicraftmen to come to Saxony and engage as assistants 
in the new factory, at high wages, and under the patronage of 
the King. This royal edict probably gives the best account 
of the actual state of Bottgher's invention at the time. 

It has been stated in German publications that Bottgher, 
for the great services rendered by him to the Elector and to 
Saxony, was made Manager of the Royal Porcelain Works, 
and further promoted to the dignity of Baron. Doubtless 
he deserved these honours ; but his treatment was of an 
altogether different character, for it was shabby, cruel, and 
inhuman. Two royal officials, named Matthieuand Nehmitz, 
were put over his head as directors of the factory, while he 
himself only held the position of foreman of potters, and at 
the same time was detained the King’s prisoner. During 
the erection of the factory at Meissen, while his assistance 
was still indispensable, he was conducted by soldiers to and 
from Dresden : and even after the works were finished, he 
was locked up nightly in his room. All this preyed upon 
his mind, and in repeated letters to the King he sought to 
obtain mitigation of his fate. Some of these letters are very 
touching. “ I will devote my whole soul to the art o! 
making porcelain,” he writes on one occasion, “I will do 
more than any inventor ever did before; only give me 
liberty, liberty !” 

To these appeals, the King turned a deaf ear. He was 
ready to spend money and grant favours ; but liberty he 
would not give. He regarded Bottgher as his slave. In 
this position, the persecuted man kept on working for some 
time, till, at the end of a year or two, he grew negligent. 
Disgusted with the world and with himself, he took to 
drinking. Such is the force of example, that it no sooner 
became known that Bottgher had betaken himself to this 
'ice, than the greater number of the workmen at the Meissen 
factory became drunkards too. Quarrels and fightings 
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without end were the consequence, so that the troops were 
frequently called upon to interfere and keep peace among 
the “ Porzellanem,” as they were nicknamed. After a while, 
the whole of them, more than three hundred, were shut up 
in the Albrechtsburg, and treated as prisoners of state. 

Bbttgher at last fell seriously ill, and in May, 1713, his 
dissolution was hourly expected. The King, alanned at 
losing so valuable a slave, now gave him permission to take 
carriage exercise under a guard ; and, having somewhat re- 
covered, he was allowed occasionally to go to Dresden. In 
a letter written by the King in April, 1714, Bottgher was 
promised his full liberty; but the offer came too late. 
Broken in body and mind, alternately working and drinking, 
though with occasional gleams of nobler intention, and 
suffering under constant ill-health, the result of his enforced 
confinement, Bbttgher lingered on for a few years more, 
until death freed him from his sufferings on the 13th March, 

1 7 1 9 > in the thirty-fifth year of his age. He was buried at 
night — as if he had been a dog — in the Johannis Cemetery 
of Meissen. Such was the treatment and such the unhappy 
end, of one of Saxony’s greatest benefactors. 

I he porcelain manufacture immediately opened up an 
important source of public revenue, and it became so pro- 
ducts e to the Elector of Saxony, that his example was shortly 
after followed by most European monarchs. Although soft 
porcelain had been made at St Cloud fourteen years before 
Bottghcr’s discovery, the superiority of the hard porcelain 
soon became generally recognised. Its manufacture was 
begun at Sevres in 1770, and it has since almost entirely 
superseded the softer material. This is now one of the most 
thriving branches of French industry, of which the high 
quality of the articles produced is certainly indisputable. 

The career of Josiah Wedgwood, the English potter, was 
less chequered and more prosperous than that of either 
Palissy or Bbttgher, and his lot was cast in happier times. 
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Down to the middle of last century England was behind 
most other nations of the first order in Europe in respect of 
skilled industry. Although there were many potters in 
Staffordshire — and Wedgwood himself belonged to a numer- 
ous caste of potters of the same name — their productions 
were of the rudest kind, for the most part only plain brown 
ware, with the patterns scratched in while the clay was wet. 
The principal supply of the better articles of earthenware 
came from Delft in Holland, and of drinking stone pots 
from Cologne. Two foreign potters, the brothers Elers 
from Nuremberg, settled for a time in Staffordshire, and 
introduced an improved manufacture, but they shortly after 
removed to Chelsea, where they confined themselves to 
the manufacture of ornamental pieces. No porcelain 
capable of resisting a scratch with a hard point had yet 
been made in England ; and for a long time the “ white 
ware ” made in Staffordshire was not white, but of a dirty 
cream colour. Such, in a few words, was the condition of 
the pottery manufacture when Josiah Wedgwood was born 
at Burslem in 1 730. By the time that he died, sixty-four 
years later, it had become completely changed. By his 
energy, skill, and genius, he established the trade upon a new 
and solid foundation ; and, in the words of his epitaph, 
“ converted a rude and inconsiderable manufacture into an 
elegant art and an important branch of national commerce. 

Josiah Wedgwood was one of those indefatigable men 
who from time to time spring from the ranks of the common 
people, and by their energetic character not only practically 
educate the working population in habits of industry, but 
by the example of diligence and perseverance which they set 
before them, largely influence the public activity in all direc- 
tions, and contribute in a great degree to form the national 
character. He was, like Arkwright, the youngest of a family 
of thirteen children. His grandfather and granduncle were 
both potters, as was also his father, who died when he was 


Digitized by Google 



Chap. nr. Learns the pottery trade. 


89 


a mere boy, leaving him a patrimony of twenty pounds. 
He had learned to read and write at the village school ; but 
on the death of his father he was taken from it and set to 
work as a “thrower” in a small pottery carried on by his 
elder brother. There he began life, his working life, to use 
his own words, “at the lowest round of the ladder,” when 
only eleven years old. He was shortly after seized by an 
attack of virulent smallpox, from the effects of which he 
suffered during the rest of his life, for it was followed by a 
c lsease in the right knee, which recurred at frequent intervals, 
and was only got rid of by the amputation of the limb many 
years later. Mr. Gladstone, in his eloquent filoge on 
ed^ood recently delivered at Burslem, well observed 
hat the disease from which he suffered was not improbably 
[ . occas,on of his subsequent excellence. “ It prevented 
hm from growing up to be the active, vigorous English 
orKman posseted of all his limbs, and knowing right well 
as 0 n tliim , : but 11 P ut him u Pon considering whether, 
nth n0t C that ’ he mi S ht not be something else, and 
some h,ng ^ater. it sent his mind inwards ; it drove him 

result t ie kWS and S6CretS of his art Th e 

th ^' 1 , arriV ’ ed at a P erce P tion a nd a grasp of 
cm which might, perhaps, have been envied, certainly have 
. owned, by an Athenian potter.”* 

brot'hT T hC - com P leted hi s apprenticeship with his 
and ' ’ 1 ^ joined partnership with another workman, 
and s,mT ° n . a sma11 business in making knife-hafts, boxes, 
followe 1 I ^, aniL es for domestic use. Another partnership 
m ved, when he proceeded to make melon table plates, 

E ' P 7 le ! eaves - candlesticks, snuffboxes, and such like 
I Ut c maile comparatively little progress until he 

S r U r S ‘ ness on his own account at Burslem in the year 
lere be diligently pursued his calling, introducing 

By the 1111 ^ dress delivered at Burslem, Oct. 26th, 1863.’ 

uy the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P. 


Digitized by Google 



go Josiah Wedgwood. Chap, iil 


new articles to the trade, and gradually extending his busi- 
ness. What he chiefly aimed at was to manufacture cream- 
coloured ware of a better quality than was then produced in 
Staffordshire as regarded shape, colour, glaze, and durability. 
To understand the subject thoroughly, he devoted his lei- 
sure to the study of chemistry ; and he made numerous 
experiments on fluxes, glazes, and various sorts of clay. 
Being a close inquirer and accurate observer, he noticed that 
a certain earth containing silica, which was black before 
calcination, became white after exposure to the heat of a 
furnace. This fact, observed and pondered on, led to the 
idea of mixing silica with the red powder of the potteries, 
and to the discovery that the mixture becomes white when 
calcined. He had but to cover this material with a vitrifi- 
cation of transparent glaze, to obtain one of the most im- 
portant products of fictile art — that which, under the name 
of English earthenware, was to attain the greatest commer- 
cial value and become of the most extensive utility'. 

Wedgwood was for some time much troubled by his fur- 
naces, though nothing like to the same extent that Paiissy 
was ; and he overcame his difficulties in the same way — by 
repeated experiments and unfaltering perseverance. His first 
attempts at making porcelain for table use was a succession 
of disastrous failures, — the labours of months being often 
destroyed in a day. It was only after a long series of trials, 
in the course of which he lost time, money, and labour, 
that he arrived at the proper sort of glaze to be used; 
but he would not be denied, and at last he conquered suc- 
cess through patience. The improvement of pottery became 
his passion, and was never lost sight of for a moment 
Even when he had mastered his difficulties, and become a 
prosperous man — manufacturing white stone ware and 
cream-coloured ware in large quantities for home and foreign 
llse he went forward perfecting his manufactures, until, 

I is example extending in all directions, the action of the 
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entire district was stimulated, and a great branch of British 
industry was eventually established on firm foundations. 
He aimed throughout at the highest excellence, declaring his 
determination “ to give over manufacturing any article 
whatsoever it might be, rather than to degrade it” 

Wedgwood was cordially helped by many persons of 
rank and influence; for, working in the truest spirit, he 
readily commanded the help and encouragement of other 
true workers. He made for Queen Charlotte the first royal 
tob e-semce of English manufacture, of the kind afterwards 
a ed Queens-ware,” and was appointed Royal Potter; a 
i le which he prized more than if he had been made a 
ron aluable sets of porcelain were entrusted to him for 
nutation, m which he succeeded to admiration. Sir Wil- 
liam Hamilton lent him specimens of ancient art from Her- 

conie! Um T) 0 he produced accurate and beautiful 

copms. 1 he D uc hess of Portland outbid him for the Bar- 

enm \ ase when that, article was offered for sale. He bid 

securer] 1 iff Seve ? teGn hundred guineas for it: her grace 
secu cd i for eighteen hundred ; but when she learnt Wedg- 

conr " T°T JeCt S ^ C at ° nCe £ enerous! y lent him the vase to 
m 1 h' 16 pr ° duced fift y co ples at a cost of about 2500/., 

nmedV X1 T eS WerC n0t C0Vered b - v thtir sale; but he 
been * sh ° W that whatever had 

accomplish! ^ EngUsh sklU and ener f?y could and would 

Ca !' ed t0 his aid the crucible of the chemist, 
"ledge of the antiquary, and the skill of the artist. 

Flaxman "' h en a youth, and while he liberally 
fill A C 'r gCniUS dre "’ Irorn him a large number of beauti- 
esigns or his pottery and porcelain ; converting them by 
, S nunu acture into objects of taste and excellence, and 
us nr. ung them instrumental in the diffusion of classical 
art amongst the people. By careful experiment and study 
C " as even enabled to rediscover the art of painting on 
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porcelain or earthenware vases and similar articles — an art 
practised by the ancient Etruscans, but which had been lost 
since the time of Pliny. He distinguished himself by his 
own contributions to science, and his name is still identified 
with the Pyrometer which he invented. He was an inde- 
fatigable supporter of all measures of public utility ; and the 
construction of the Trent and Mersey Canal, which com- 
pleted the navigable communication between the eastern 
and western sides of the island, was mainly due to his 
public-spirited exertions, allied to the engineering skill of 
Brindley. The road accommodation of the district being 
of an execrable character, he planned and executed a turn- 
pike-road through the Potteries, ten miles in length. The 
repnitation he achieved was such that his works at Burslem, 
and subsequently those at Etruria, which he founded and 
built, became a point of attraction to distinguished visitors 
from all parts of Europe. 

1 he result of Wedgwood’s labours was, that the manufac- 
ture of pottery, which he found in the very lowest condition, 
became one of the staples of England ; and instead of im- 
porting what we needed for home use from abroad, we 
became large exporters to other countries, supplying them 
with earthenware even in the face of enormous prohibitory 
duties on articles of British produce. Wedgwood gave evi- 
dence as to his manufactures before Parliament in 1785, 
only some thirty years after he had begun his operations; 
from which it appeared, that instead of providing only 
casual employment to a small number of inefficient and 
badly remunerated workmen, about 20,000 persons then 
derived their bread directly from the manufacture of 
earthenware, without taking into account the increased 
numbers to which it gave employment in coal-mines, and in 
the carrying trade by land and sea, and the stimulus which 
it gave to employment in many ways in various parts of the 
country. Vet, important as had been the advances made in 
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his time, Mr. Wedgwood was of opinion that the manufacture 
was but in its infancy, and that the improvements which he 
had effected were of but small amount compared with 
those to which the art was capable of attaining, through the 
continued industry and growing intelligence of the manu- 
facturers, and the natural facilities and political advantages 
enjoyed by Great Britain ; an opinion which has been fully 
borne out by the progress which has since been effected in 
this important branch of industry. In 1852 not fewer than 
84,000,000 pieces of pottery were exported from England 
to other countries, besides what were made for home use. 
But it is not merely the quantity and value of the produce 
that is entitled to consideration, but the improvement of the 
condition of the population by whom this great branch of 
industry is conducted. When Wedgwood began his labours, 
the Staffordshire district was only in a half-civilized state. 
The people were poor, uncultivated, and few in number. 
When Wedgwood’s manufacture was firmly established, there 
was found ample employment at good wages for three times 
the number of population ; w’hile their moral advancement 
had kept pace with their material improvement. 

Men such as these are fairly entitled to take rank as the 
Industrial Heroes of the civilized world. Their patient 
seii-reliance amidst trials and difficulties, their courage and 
perseverance in the pursuit of worthy objects, are not less 
heroic of their kind than the bravery and devotion of the 
soldier and the sailor, whose duty and pride it is heroically 
to defend what these valiant leaders of industry have so 
heroically achieved. 
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Application and Perseverance. 

* Rich are the dili ? rcn t, who can command 

I mic*. nature 1 * stock ! and could his hour-glass fall, 
as ,ur ^t*d ot stars, stoop for the sand, 

And, by incessant labour, gather all ."—D’Avenant, 

Aiicz en avant, ct Ja foi vous viendra ! " — D’Alembert. 

Fp-T ^ ^ T reu(es£ results in life are usually attained by 
simple means, and the exercise of ordinary quali- 
fy C/ £les - £ he common life of every day. with it? 

car(,f - necessities, and duties, affords ample oppor- 
tunity for acquiring experience of the best kind ; and its 
K *°st beaten paths provide the true worker with abundant 
scope for effort and room for self-improvement. The road 
of human welfare lies along the old highway' of steadfast we!l- 
c oing , and they who are the most persistent, and work in 
t e truest spirit, will usually' be the most successful. 

I ortune has often been blamed for her blindness; but 
ortune is not so blind as men are. Those who look into 
practical life will find that fortune is usually on the side of 
t le industrious, as the winds and waves are on the side of the 

est navigators. In the pursuit of even the highest branches 
° llman mquiry, the commoner qualities are found the 
most useful such as common sense, attention, application. 

Perscver ^ce. Genius may' not be necessary', though 

II b^mus of the highest sort does not disdain the use ol 
or inary qualities. The very greatest men have been 


Digitized by Googl 


Chap. IV. 


Sir Isaac Newton. 


95 


among the least believers in the power of genius, and as 
worldly wise and persevering as successful men of the com- 
moner sort. Some have even defined genius to be only 
common sense intensified. A distinguished teacher and 
president of a college spoke of it as the power of making 
efforts. John Foster held it to be the power of lighting 
one s own fire. Bufion said of genius “ it is patience.” 
Newton’s was unquestionably a mind of the very highest 
order, and yet, when asked by what means he had worked 
out his extraordinary discoveries, he modestly answered, 
always thinking unto them.” At another time he thus 
expressed his method of study : “ I keep the subject conti- 
nually before me, and wait till the first dawnings open 
slowly by little and little into a full and clear light.” It 
was in Newton’s case, as in every other, only by diligent 
application and perseverance that his great reputation was 
achieved. Even his recreation consisted in change of study, 
laying down one subject to take up another To Dr. 
Bentley he said : “ If I have done the public an; service, it 
is due to nothing but industry and patient •!-. ought.” So 
Kepler, another great philosopher, speaking 'of nis studies 
and his progress, said: “As in Virgil, ‘ Fama mobilitate 
vigcn, vires acquirit eundo,’ so it was with me. that the 
ngent thought on these things was the occasion of still 
turther thinking ; until at last I brooded with the whole 
energy of my mind upon the subject.” 

1 he extraordinary results effected by dint of sheer in- 
dustry and perseverance, have led many distinguished men 
to doubt whether the gift of genius be so exceptional 
an endowment as it is usually supposed to be. Thus 
o taire held that it is only a very slight line of separation 
at ivides the man of genius from the man of ordinary 
mou c . Beccaria was even of opinion that all men might 
c poeis and orators, and Reynolds that they might be 
painters and sculptors. If this were really so, that stolid 
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Englishman might not have been so very far wrong after 
all, who, on Canova’s death, inquired of his brother whether 
it was “his intention to carry on the business!” Locke, 
a Helvetius, and Diderot believed that all men have an equal 
aptitude for genius, and that what some are able to effect, 
under the laws which regulate the operations of the intellect, 
must also be within the reach of others who, under like 
circumstances, apply themselves to like pursuits. But while 
admitting to the fullest extent the wonderful achievements 
of labour, and recognising the fact that men of the most 
distinguished genius have invariably been found the most 
mdefatigible workers, it must nevertheless be sufficiently 
obvious that, without the original endowment of heait and 
brain, no amount of labour, however well applied, could 
ha\e produced a Shakespeare, a Newton, a Beethoven, ora 
Michael Angelo. 

Dalton, the chemist, repudiated the notion of his being 
a genius, attributing everything which he had accom- 
plished to simple industry and accumulation. John Hunter 
said of himself, “ My mind is like a beehive ; but full as it 
is of buzz and apparent confusion, it is yet full of order and 
regularity, and food collected with incessant industry from 
the choicest stores of nature.” We have, indeed, but to 
glance at the biographies of great men to find that the most 
distinguished inventors, artists, thinkers, and workers of all 
kinds, owe their success, in a great measure, to their inde- 
fatigable industry and application. They were men who 
turned all things to gold — even time itself. Disraeli the 
elder held that the secret of success consisted in being 
master of your subject, such mastery being attainable only 
tnrough continuous application and study. Hence it happens 
that the men who have most moved the world, have not 
been so much men of genius, strictly so called, as men of 
intense mediocre abilities, and untiring perseverance; not 
ouen the gifted, of naturally bright and shining quali- 
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ties as those who have applied themselves diligently to their 
«ork, m whatsoever line that might lie. “Alas'’’ said a 
wdow, speaking of her brilliant but careless son he has 
not the gift of continuance.” Wanting in perseverance such 
volatile natures are outstripped in the race of life by the 
diligent and even the dull. « Che va piano, va longano e va 

4 and ““ Pr ° Wb: ** 

Hence, a great point to be aimed at is to get the work 

wZ ; ty ,rainc4 wk “ 1' done S LL ce 

«K°, raT, P ‘ ,m n ^ We must and agl," 

r t, facility wall come with labour. Not even the 

SIS* “sTu d' ac “7 lished it ; and what dif. 

discMn I L Capable of ad ' ie "ag 1 « was by early 

tivated H re P etltI °n that the late Sir Robert Peel cul- 

sm medi0Cre powers, 

British Senate WhL * i T “ ° mament of *e 
was accustomed Drayton Maaor > Bis father 

ing extemnom U u ™ , UP * tab]e t0 P ractise *Peak- 
as much' of the Sn , 6 , ear y accu stomed him to repeat 
Little nw “ Sunday s semion as he could remember 

the hiZr a r e Xn b at firSt ’ bUt by Steady P ersever ance 
was at length renc i . eCame P ower fal, ancJ the sermon 
replying in sucres in f I™ 5 * Verbat5m ' When aft ™rds 
opponents-an , G argumeRts of his parliamentary 

iKE^SiS 2 7 h l Ch hC WaS perha P s unrivalled — it 
remembrance which ^h *5® extraordinary power of accurate 
Been orwiml) ^ j C dls P layed on such occasions had 
•to pansh ch^roalX" the diSClP,ine ° f hiS ft,her 

effect in thl^ man ’ ellous w hat continuous application will 
affair to * C ° mra0nest of ^ngs. It may seem a simple 
Practice S ‘ * UP ° n a 11 ? hn / yet what a long and laborious 
him how l !CC l u . ires! f jiardini said to a youth who asked 
ong it would take to learn it, “Twelve hours 
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a day for twenty years together.” Industry, it is said, 
fait l' ours danscr. The poor figurante must devote years 
of incessant toil to her profitless task before she can shine 
in it When Taglioni was preparing herself for her evening 
exhibition, she would, after a severe two hours’ lesson from 
her father, fall down exhausted, and had to be undressed, 
sponged, and resuscitated, totahy unconscious. The agility 
and bounds of the evening were insured only at a price 
like this. 

Progress, however, of the best kind, is comparatively slow. 
Great results cannot be achieved at once ; and we must be 
satisfied to advance in life as we walk, step by step. De 
Maistre says that “ to know how to wait is the great secret 
of success.” We must sow before we can reap, and often 
have to wait long, content meanw’hile to look patiently 
forward in hope ; the fruit best worth waiting for often 
ripening the slowest But “ time and patience,” says the 
Eastern proverb, “ change the mulberry leaf to satin.” 

To wait patiently, however, men must work cheerfully. 
Cheerfulness is an excellent working quality, imparting great 
elasticity to the character. As a bishop has said, “Temper 
is nine-tenths of Christianity;” so are cheerfulness and dili- 
gence nine-tenths of practical wisdom. They are the life 
and soul of success, as well as of happiness; perhaps the 
very highest pleasure in life consisting in clear, brisk, con- 
scious working ; energy, confidence, and every'' other good 
quality mainly depending upon it. Sydney Smith, when 
labouring as a parish priest at Foston-le-Clay, in Yorkshire, 
though he did not feel himself to be in his proper 
element, — went cheerfully to work in the firm determination 
to do his best. “ I am resolved,” he said, “ to like it, and 
reconcile myself to it, which is more manly than to feign 
myself above it, and to send up complaints by the post of 
being thrown away, and being desolate, and such like trash. 
So Dr. Hook, when leaving Leeds for a new sphere of labour 
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said, “Wherever I may be, I shall, by God’s blessing, do 
with my might what my hand findeth to do; and if I do 
not find work, I shall make it.” 

Labourers for the public good especially, have to work 
long and patiently, often uncheered by the prospect of 
mi mediate recompense or result. The seeds they sow some- 
times he hidden under the winter’s snow, and before the 
spring comes the husbandman may have gone to his rest. 

is not every public worker who, like Rowland Hill, sees 
his great idea bnng forth fruit in his life-time. Adam Smith 
seme the seeds of a great social amelioration in that dingy 
od Liuversny of Glasgow where he so long laboured, and 
6 f ° Undatl0ns of his ‘Wealth of Nations;’ but 

___ • \ rS passed before his work bore substantial fruits, 
nor indeed are they all gathered in yet. 

it COmpensate for the loss of hope in a man : 

can I h ^ ng f S 6 Character - “ H 0'v can I work- how 
T , e appy ’ “'‘l a great but miserable thinker, “when 

ourl k 11 h ° Pe? ” ° ne ° f the most cheerful and 
27? ’ ? CCaUSe ° ne ° f the most hopeful of workers, 

cZm^V When in India ’ * was 

officnl 7- f ^ t0 WCary 0ut three Pandits, who 
on , ‘ , aS f CrkS ’ in ° ne day ’ he himself taking rest 
make ngC ° f emp ! 0yraent - Carey, the son of a shoe- 
camentp lS SUpp0 r rted m hls lab °urs by Ward, the son of a 
hi ^ and Marshani > the son of a weaver. By their 
sixteen 'fl 3 ma " niflcent college was erected at Serampore ; 
transhterl ! Shmg Statl0ns were established ; the Bible was 
of a h I" 10 SUCteen langua S es ’ and the seeds were sown 
never f Cen ‘ moral revolution in British India. Carey was 

occa i “ T ° f tHe humbleness of his origin. On one 
occasion, when at the Governor-General’s table he over- 

to tie | 3n °, dc f r °PP oslt e him asking another, loud enough 
“ N ' ea ^ ’ wbet h er Carey had not once been a shoemaker : 

1 °> sir, exclaimed Carey immediately ; “ only a cobbler.” 
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An eminently characteristic anecdote has. been told of his 
perseverance as a boy. When climbing a tree one day, 
his foot slipped, and he fell to the ground, breaking his 
leg by the fall. He was confined to his bed for weeks, but 
when he recovered and was able to walk without support, 
the very first thing he did was to go and climb that tree. 
Carey had need of this sort of dauntless courage for the 
great missionary work of his life, and nobly and resolutely 
he did it. 

It was a maxim of I)r. Young, the philosopher, that 
‘‘Any man can do what any other man has done; - ’ and 
it is unquestionable that he himself never recoiled from 
any trials to which he determined to subject himself. It 
is related of him, that the first time he mounted a horse, 
he was in company with the grandson of Mr. Barclay of 
b ry, the well-known sportsman; when the horseman who 
preceded them leapt a high fence. Young wished to imitate 
him, but fell off his horse in the attempt. Without saying 
a word, he remounted, made a second effort, and was again 
unsuccessful, but this time he was not thrown further than on 
to the horse’s neck, to which he clung. At the third trial, 
he succeeded, and cleared the fence. 

The story of Timour the Tartar learning a lesson of 
perseverance under adversity from the spider is well known. 
Not less interesting is the anecdote of Audubon, the Ameri- 
can ornithologist, as related by himself : “ An accident, he 
says, “ which happened to two hundred of my original draw- 
ings, nearly put a stop to my researches in ornithology. I 
shall relate it, merely to show how far enthusiasm— for by 
no other name can I call my perseverance- — may enable the 
preserver of nature to surmount the most disheartening 
difficulties. I left the village of Henderson, in Kentucky, 
situated on the banks of the Ohio, where I resided for , 
several years, to proceed to Philadelphia on business. I 
looked to my drawings before my departure, placed them ' 
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carefullym a wooden box, and gave them in charge of a relative 
Jith injunctions to see that no injury should happen to them’ 
absence was of several months; and when I returned 
after having enjoyed the pleasures of home for a few days 

LZlrCnC 0 *’ “ d ' thM 1 ™ *5 

"r'r a thousand inhabitants of air The 

00^,,“: 'nd ‘"rlT n " tad «„la 

«T sbn, fn "I “* eCti " 8 m >‘ ' VWle nerv °US 

ly 5 Of m I„ 7, °' g 7 and passed like 

;r: sl:n powers being ™ iw 

UI) mv „ nn ' strength of my constitution, I took 

■0 the aoo’ds aVa^ k 'f a ” d P ** went forth 

pleased that r ■ 1 - V as " n °thtng had happened. I felt 

S ™t"° W m r ke bettcr dra "'^ th “ Wore! 

portfolio teas again filled“ " g ^ had ela l> 5ed ’ “S' 
byIis e |ittt d I! lal .n eStraCti0n ° f Sir Isaac Newton’s papers 

hb dik t J h D r°r d e’ UpSettin S a tape P „ P p„S 

were in ' ^ 11C 1 16 eaborate calculations of many years 

Teed no Z™" 'T** * 3 anecdo^nd 

phdosonh f a ' ed : '* is 53111 < ha ‘ ‘ho loss caused the 

health such Protend grief that it seriously injured his 

Sh“ “fT d , h if An accident of a 

simihar kina happened to the MS. of Mr Carlyle’s 

MS. io a", e el hiS ‘ rr h ReV ° , “ t ' 0n ' ». had lenl^ 
>t had been ' ° f nei ? hbour to Peruse. By some mischance, 

forgotten \vfl ^ ^ ^ ParI ° Ur fl °° r> and become 
wofk the' n , ran 0n ’ and the historian sent for his 

made tnd P h ^ ^ f ° r M-ies were 

what . WaS f ° Und that the maid-of-all-work, finding 
t conceived to be a bundle of waste paper on the 
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floor, had used it to light the kitchen and parlour fires 
with ! Such was the answer returned to Mr. Carlyle ; and 
his feelings may be imagined. There was, however, no help 
for him but to set resolutely to work to re-write the book; 
and he turned to and did it. He had no draft, and was 
compelled to rake up from his memory' facts, ideas, and 
expressions, which had been long since dismissed. The 
composition of the book in the first instance had been a 
work of pleasure ; the re-writing of it a second time was 
one of pain and anguish almost beyond belief. That he 
persevered and finished the volume under such circumstances, 
affords an instance of determination of purpose which has 
seldom been surpassed. 

The lives of eminent inventors are eminently illustrative 
of the same quality of perseverance. George Stephenson, 
when addressing young men, was accustomed to sum up 
his best advice to them in the words, “ Do as I have done 
— persevere.” He had worked at the improvement of his 
locomotive for some fifteen y r ears before achieving his decisive 
victory at Rainhill ; and Watt was engaged for some thirty 
years upon the condensing-engine before he brought it to 
perfection. But there are equally striking illustrations ol 
perseverance to be found in every other branch of science, 
art, and industry'. Perhaps one of the most interesting is 
that connected with the disentornbment of the Nineveh 
marbles, and the discovery of the long-lost cuneiform or 
arrow-headed character in which the inscriptions on them 
are written — a kind of writing which had been lost to the 
world since the period of the Macedonian conquest of 
Persia. 

An intelligent cadet of the East India Company, stationed 
ut Kermanshah, in Persia, had observed the curious cunei- 
form inscriptions on the old monuments in the neighbour- 
hood so old that all historical traces of them had been 
lost, and amongst the inscriptions which he copied was 
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that on the celebrated rock of Behistun— a perpendicular 
rock rising abruptly some 1700 feet from the plain, the lower 
part bearing inscriptions for the space of about 300 feet in 
three languages— Persian, Scythian, and Assyrian. Com- 
parison of the known with the unknown, of the language 
which survived with the language that had been lost, enabled 
this cadet to acquire some knowledge of the cuneiform 
character, and even to form an alphabet. Mr. (afterwards 
Sir Henry) Rawlinson sent his tracings home for examination. 
No professors in colleges as yet knew anything of the cunei- 
form character ; but there was a ci-devant clerk of the East 
India House— a modest unknown man of the name of Norris 
—who had made this little-understood subject his study, 
to whom the tracings were submitted; and so accurate was 
is -nowledge, that, though he had never seen the Behistun 
rock, he pronounced that the cadet had not copied the 
puzzling inscription with proper exactness. Rawlinson, who 
was still in the neighbourhood of the rock, compared his 
copy with the original, and found that Norris was right ; 
and by further comparison and careful study the knowledge 
of the cuneuorm writing was thus greatly advanced. 

but to make the learning of these two self-taught men of 
avail, a third labourer was necessary in order to supply them 
" lth raatena l for the exercise of their skill. Such a labourer 
presented himself in the person of Austen Layard, originally 
an articled clerk in the office of a London solicitor. One 
W ° , scarcely have expected to find in these three men, 
a cadet, an India-House clerk, and a lawyer’s clerk, the 
discoverers of a forgotten language, and of the buried 
1 uory of Babylon ; yet it was so. Layard was a youth 
0 on y twenty-two, travelling in the East, when he was 
! 'Ossessed w ith a desire to penetrate the regions beyond the 
up 1 rates. Accompanied by a single companion, trusting 
t( u is arms for protection, and, what was better, to his 
( ex. fulness, politeness, and chivalrous bearing, he passed 


Digitized by Google 



1 04 Buffon — Genius is patience, chap, iv 


safely amidst tribes at deadly war with each other; and, 
after the lapse of many years, with comparatively slender 
means at his command, but aided by application and per- 
severance, resolute will and purpose, and almost sublime 
patience, borne up throughout by his passionate enthusiasm 
for discovery and research,— he succeeded in laying bare 
and digging up an amount of historical treasures, the like 
of which has probably never before been collected by the 
industry of any one man. Not less than two miles of bas- 
reliefs were thus brought to light by Mr. Layard. The 
selection of these valuable antiquities, now placed in the 
British Museum, was found so curiously corroborative of 
the scriptural records of events which occurred some three 
thousand years ago, that they burst upon the world almost 
like a new revelation. And the story of the disentombment 
of these remarkable works, as told by Mr. Layard himself 
in his 1 Monuments of Nineveh,' will always be regarded 
as one of the most charming and unaffected records which 
we possess of individual enterprise, industry, and energy. 

1 he career of the Comte de Buffon presents another re- 
markable illustration of the power of patient industry, as 
well as of his own saying, that “Genius is patience." Not- 
withstanding the great results achieved by him in natural 
history, Bufion, when a youth, was regarded as of mediocre 
talems. His mind was slow in forming itself, and slow in 
reproducing what it had acquired. He was also constitu- 
tionally indolent ; and being bom to good estate, it might \ 
e supposed that he would indulge his liking for ease and 
uxury. Instead of which, he early formed the resolution ot 
< enymg himself pleasure, and devoting himself to study 
anc self- culture. Regarding time as a treasure that was 
united, and finding that he was losing many hours by 

ic ^ in t,le morn * n ff s > he determined to break 
tlle habit. He struggled hard against it for 

time, but failed in being able to rise at the hour he . 
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had fixed. He then called his servant, Joseph, to his help, 
and promised him the reward of a crown every time that he 
succeeded m getting him up before six. At first, when called, 
Buffon declined to rise-pleaded that he was ill, or pre- 
tended anger at being disturbed; and on the Count at 
length getting up, Joseph found that he had earned nothing 
but reproaches for having permitted his master to lie a-bed 

mined Tn^ ?*** At Ien S th the valet deter- 

Buff 1 n T Wn; and again and a S ain he forced 

® “-'Addins his entreaties, expostulations, 

and threats of immediate discharge from his service One 
morning Builon was unusually obstinate, and Joseph found 

L nT 0 ,r° rt ,0 thC “ ,r “’ e nleas ure of dashinga 
rtih L? "' 3 “' T Und ' r ‘ he W-cloAes, the effect of 
m ns “V^nbneous. By the persistent use of such 
f" at ,en eth conquered his habit; and he was 

vo.umes^N^ir' 1 “ ” *“ 

athbd^feT"* "!f “ fe ’ B “ ffon worked moniing 
■e ill n S‘" e tW °. “ d again i» the evening from 

re^l ,ha'."h b * 50 “■>«■>"«» and so 

him habitual, H,s biographer has said of 

of his life a Tf “ S ne'easity ; his studies were the chara, 
he r n f , . and towards the last term of his glorious career 

0 ttr; f 53,(1 hG Stm h ° ped t0 beabl " to consecrate 
wo!ker al TT ^ He WaS a ™ st conscientious 
expressed 7 n tl t0 g ‘ V6 the reader his best thoughts, 

-sv-ith tourhin le A Cry best manner - He was never wearied 
style mav > g ^ retouchin S his compositions, so that his 
< jLonui ? 1 P w° nOUnCcd almost P erfect - He wrote the 
he was sn -fi t a , Uire ’ not fewe r than eleven times before 
work nl ni Tfrc a ' though he had thought over the 

most nr ! 1 . - ty yearS ' He was a thorough man of business, 
th-it n- ^ y m cver J thing ; and he was accustomed to say 
genius without order lost three-fourths of its power. 
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His great success as a writer was the result mainly of his 
painstaking labour and diligent application. “ Buffon,” ob- 
served Madame Necker, “strongly persuaded that genius is 
the result of a profound attention directed to a particular 
subject, said that he was thoroughly wearied out when com- 
posing his first writings, but compelled himself to return to 
them and go over them carefully again, even when he 
thought he had already brought them to a certain degree of 
perfection ; and that at length he found pleasure instead 
of weariness in this long and elaborate correction.” It ought 
also to be added that Buffon wrote and published all his 
great works while afflicted by one of the most painful diseases 
to which the human frame is subject 

Literary life affords abundant illustrations of the same 
power of perseverance ; and perhaps no career is more in- 
structive, viewed in this light, than that of Sir Walter Scott. 
His admirable working qualities were trained in a lawyer’s 
office, where he pursued for many years a sort of drudgery 
scarcely above that of a copying clerk. His daily dull 
routine made his evenings, which were his own, all the more 
sweet ; and he generally devoted them to reading and study. 
He himself attributed to his prosaic office discipline that 
habit of steady, sober diligence, in which mere literary' men 
are so oiten found wanting. As a copying clerk he was 
allowed 3//. for every page containing a certain number of 
words ; and he sometimes, by extra work, was able to copy 
as many as 120 pages in twenty-four hours, thus earning 
some 3 or. ; out of which he would occasionally purchase 
an odd volume, otherwise beyond his means. 

During his after-life Scott was wont to pride himself upon 
being a man of business, and he averred, in contradiction to 
what he called the cant of sonnetteers, that there was no 
necessary' connection between genius and an aversion or 
contempt tor the common duties of life. On the contrary, 
c - was of opinion that to spend some fair portion of every 
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day in any matter-of-fact occupation was good for the higher 
faculties themselves in the upshot. While afterwards acting 
as clerk to the Court of Session in Edinburgh, he performed 
his literary work chiefly before breakfast, attending the court 
during the day, where he authenticated registered deeds and 
writings of various kinds. On the whole, says Lockhart, “ it 
forms one of the most remarkable features in his history, that 
throughout the most active period of his literary career, he 
must have devoted a large proportion of his hours, during 
half at least of ever)' year, to the conscientious discharge 
of professional duties.” It was a principle of action which 
he laid down for himself, that he must earn his living by 
business, and not by literature. On one occasion he said, 

“ I determined that literature should be my staff, not my 
cratch, and that the profits of my literary labour, however 
convenient otherwise, should not, if I could help it, become 
necessary to my ordinary expenses.” 

His punctuality was one of the most carefully cultivated 
of his habits, otherwise it had not been possible for him to 
get through so enormous an amount of literary' labour. He 
made it a rule to answer every letter received by him on 
the same day, except where inquiry and deliberation were 
requisite. Nothing else could have enabled him to keep 
abreast with the flood of communications that poured in 
upon him and sometimes put his good nature to the severest 
test It was his practice to rise by five o’clock, and light his 
own fire. He shaved and dressed with deliberation, and 
was seated at his desk by six o’clock, with his papers 
arranged before him in the most accurate order, his w'orks of 
reference marshalled round him on the floor, while at least 
one favourite dog lay watching his eye, outside the line of 
books. Thus by the time the family assembled for break- 
fast, between nine and ten, he had done enough — to use his 
own words — to break the neck of the day’s work. But with 
all his diligent and indefatigable industry, and his immense 
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knowledge, the result of many years’ patient labour, Scott 
always spoke with the greatest diffidence of his own powers. 
On one occasion he said, “ Throughout every part of ray 
career I have felt pinched and hampered by my own igno- 
rance.” 


Sur h is true wisdom and humility ; for the more a man 
really knows, the less conceited he will be. The student at 
Irinity College who went up to his professor to take leave 
of him because he had “ finished his education,” was wisely 
rebuked by the professor’s reply, “ Indeed! I am only be- 
ginning mine. Ihe superficial person w'ho has obtained a 
smattering of many things, but knows nothing well, may 
pride himself upon his gifts ; but the sage humbly confesses 
that “all lie knows is, that he knows nothing,” or like 
New ton, that he has been only engaged in picking shells by 
the sea shore, while the great ocean of truth lies all unex- 
plored before him. 

I he lives of second-rate literary men furnish equally 
remarkable illustrations of the power of perseverance. The 
late John J»ritton. author of ‘ The Beauties of England and 
\ ales, and of many valuable architectural works, was bom 
in a miserable cot in Kingston, Wiltshire. His father had 
been a baker and maltster, but w r as ruined in trade and 
became insane while Britton was yet a child. The boy 
received very little schooling, but a great deal of bad 
example, which happily did not corrupt him. He was 
early in life set to labour w r ith an uncle, a tavern-keeper in 
Clerkenwell, under whom he bottled, corked, and binned 
wine for more than five years. His health failing him, ’his 
uncle turned him adrift in the world, with only tw o guineas, 
t e fruits of his five years’ service, in his pocket. During the 
next seven years of his life he endured many vicissitudes and 
1 r< ^ s h*P s - Vet he says, in his autobiography, “ in my poor 
UK °^ scure lodgings, at eighteenpence a week, I indulged 
n stU( y, and often read in bed during the winter evenings, 
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because I could not afford a fire.” Travelling on foot to 
bath, he there obtained an engagement as a cellarman, but 
shortly after we find him back in the metropolis again, 
almost penniless, shoeless, and shirtless. He succeeded, 
however, in obtaining emplo)rnent as a cellarman at the 
London Tavern, where it was his duty to be in the cellar from 
seven in the morning until eleven at night. His health 
broke down under this confinement in the dark, added to 
the heavy work; and he then engaged himself, at fifteen 
shillings a week, to an attorney,— for he had been diligently 
cultivating the art of writing during the few spare minutes 
that he could call his own. While in this employment, he 
devoted his leisure principally to perambulating the book- 
stars, where he read books by snatches which he could not 
buy, and thus picked up a good deal of odd knowledge, 
ihen he shifted to another office, at the advanced wages of 
twenty shillings a week, still reading and studying At 
twenty-eight he was able to write a book, which he published 
Un, ' er thc tltle of ‘ The Enterprising Adventures of Pizarro ; ’ 
an-, from that time until his death, during a period of about 
v ve ) ears, Britton was occupied in laborious literary 
occupation. The number of his published works is not 
'-»tr than eighty-seven; the most important being ‘The 
-• atiedral Antiquities of England,’ in fourteen volumes, a 
ni y magnificent work ; itself the best monument of John 
jr.tton s indefatigable industry. 

Loudon, the landscape gardener, was a man of somewhat 
11111 ar c amcter > possessed of an extraordinary working 
powi.r. he son of a fanner near Edinburgh, he was early 
1 iurei to work. His skill in drawing plans and making 
s 'etches of scenery induced his father to train him for a 
anc scape gardener. During his apprenticeship he sat up 
, 0 " °^ e nights every week to study ; yet he worked harder 
Urin ° <la y than any labourer. In the course of his 
~ u stU( Ees he learnt French, and before he was eighteen 


Digitized by Google 



I IO 


Samuel Drew. 


Chap. IV. 


he translated a life of Abelard for an Encyclopaedia, He was 
so eager to make progress in life, that when only twenty, 
while working as a gardener in England, he wrote down 
in his note-book, “ I am now twenty years of age, and per- 
haps a third part of my life lias passed away, and yet what 
have I done to benefit my fellow' men ?” an unusual re- 
flection for a youth of only twenty. From French he 
proceeded to learn German, and rapidly mastered that 
language. Having taken a large farm, for the purpose of 
introducing Scotch improvements in the art of agriculture, 
he shortly succeeded in realising a considerable income. 
The continent being thrown open at the end of the war, he 
travelled abroad for the purpose of inquiring into the system 
of gardening and agriculture in other countries. He twice 
repeated his journeys, and the results were published in his 
Encyclopaedias, which are among the most remarkable works 
of their kind. — distinguished for the immense mass of useful 
matter w'hich they contain, collected by an amount of in- 
dustry and labour which has rarely been equalled. 

The career of Samuel Drew is not less remarkable than 
any of those which we have cited. His father was a hard- 
working labourer of the parish of St. Austell, in Cornwall. 

I hough poor, he contrived to send his two sons to a penny- 
a-week school in the neighbourhood. Jabez, the elder, took 
delight in learning, and made great progress in his lessons ; 
but Samuel, the younger, was a dunce, notoriously given to 
mischief and playing truant. When about eight years old he 
w-as put to manual labour, earning three-halfpence a day as 
a buddle-boy at a tin mine. At ten he was apprenticed to a 
shoemaker, and while in this employment he endured much 
hardship, — living, as he used to say. “ like a toad under a 
harrow.” He often thought of running away and becoming 
a pirate, or something of the sort, and he seems to have 
thrown in recklessness as he grew in years. In robbing 
orchards he was usually a leader; and, as he grew older, he 
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delighted to take part in any poaching or smuggling adven- 
ture. When about seventeen, before his apprenticeship was 
out, he ran away, intending to enter on board a man-of-war ; 
but, sleeping in a hay-field at night cooled him a little, and 
he returned to his trade. 

Drew next removed to the neighbourhood of Plymouth 
to work at his shoemaking business, and while at Cawsand 
he won a prize for cudgel-playing, in which he seems to 
have been an adept While living there, he had nearly lost 
his life in a smuggling exploit which he had joined, partly 
induced by the love of adventure, and partly by the love of 
gain, for his regular wages were not more than eight shillings 
a-week. One night, notice was given throughout Crafthole, 
that a smuggler was off the coast, ready to land her cargo ; 
on which the male population of the place — nearly all 
smugglers — made for the shore. One party remained on 
the rocks to make signals and dispose of the goods as they 
were landed ; and another manned the boats, Drew being of 
the latter party. The night was intensely dark, and very 
little of the cargo had been landed, when the wind rose, with 
a heavy sea. The men in the boats, however, determined to 
persevere, and several trips were made between the smuggler, 
now standing farther out to sea, and the shore. One of the 
men in the boat in which Drew was, had his hat blown off 
by the wind, and in attempting to recover it, the boat was 
upset. Three of the men were immediately drowned ; the 
others clung to the boat for a time, but finding it drifting 
out to sea, they took to swimming. They were two miles 
from land, and the night was intensely dark. After being 
about three hours in the water, Drew reached a rock near 
the shore, with one or two others, where he remained be- 
numbed with cold till morning, when he and his companions 
were discovered and taken off, more dead than alive. A keg 
of brandy from the cargo just landed was brought, the head 
knocked in with a hatchet, and a bowlfull of the liquid 
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presented to the survivors ; and, shortly after, Drew was 
able to walk two miles through deep snow, to his lodgings. 

'I his was a very unpromising beginning of a life ; and 
yet this same Drew, scapegrace, orchard-robber, shoemaker, 
cudgel-player, and smuggler, outlived the recklessness of his 
youth, and became distinguished as a minister of the Gospel 
and a writer of good books. Happily, before it was too 
late, the energy which characterised him was turned into a 
more healthy direction, and rendered him as eminent in use- 
fulness as he had before been in wickedness. His father 
again took him back to St. Austell, and found employment 
foi him as a journeyman shoemaker. Perhaps his recent 
escape from death had tended to make the young man 
serious, as we shortly find him, attracted by the forcible 
preaching of Dr. Adam Clarke, a minister of the Wesleyan 
Methodists. His brother having died about the same rime, 
the impression of seriousness was deepened ; and thence- 
forward he was an altered man. He began anew the work 
of education, for he had almost forgotten how to read and 
write ; and even after several years’ practice, a friend com- 
pared his writing to the traces of a spider dipped in ink set 
to crawl upon paper. Speaking of himself, about that time, 
Drew afterwards said, “ The more I read, the more I felt my 
own ignorance ; and the more I felt my ignorance, the more 
in\ incible became my energy to surmount it. Every' leisure 
moment was now employed in reading one thing or another. 
Having to support myself by manual labour, my time lor 
reading was but little, and to overcome this disadvantage, 
ni> r usual method was to place a book before me while at 
meat, and at every' repast I read five or six pages.” The 
petusal of Locke’s ‘Essay on the Understanding’ gave the 
ist metaphysical turn to his mind. “ It awakened me from 
m> stupor,’ said he, “and induced me to form a resolution 
to a andon the grovelling views which I had been accustomed 
to entertain.” 
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Drew began business on his own account, with a capital 
of a few shillings ; but his character for steadiness was 
such that a neighbouring miller offered him a loan, which 
was accepted, and, success attending his industry, the debt 
was repaid at the end of a year. He started with a de- 
termination to “ owe no man anything,” and he held to it in 
the midst of many privations. Often he went to bed supper- 
less, to avoid rising in debt His ambition was to achieve 
independence by industry and economy, and in this he 
gradually succeeded. In the midst of incessant labour, he 
sedulously strove to improve his mind, studying astronomy, 
history, and metaphysics. He was induced to pursue the 
latter study chiefly because it required fewer books to 
consult than either of the others. “ It appeared to be a 
thorny path,” he said, “ but I determined, nevertheless, 
to enter, and accordingly began to tread it.” 

Added to his labours in shoemaking and metaphysics, 
Drew became a local preacher and a class leader. He 
took an eager interest in politics, and his shop became 
a favourite resort with the village politicians. And when 
they did not come to him, he went to them to talk over 
public affairs. This so encroached upon his time that he 
found it necessary sometimes to work until midnight to 
make up for the hours lost during the day. His political 
fervour became the talk of the village. While busy one 
night hammering away at a shoe-sole, a little boy, seeing 
a light in the shop, put his mouth to the keyhole of the 
door, and called out in a shrill pipe, “ Shoemaker ! shoe- 
maker! work by night and run about by day !” A friend, 
to whom Drew afterwards told the story, asked, “ And did 
not you run after the boy, and strap him?” “No, no,” 
was the reply ; “ had a pistol been fired off at my ear, 
I could not have been more dismayed or confounded. 
I dropped my work, and said to myself, ‘ True, true ! but 
you shall never have that to say of me again.’ To me that 
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cry was as the voice of God, and it has been a word in 
season throughout my life. I learnt from it not to leave till 
to-morrow the work of to-day, or to idle when I ought to be 
working.” 


h rom that moment Drew dropped politics, and stuck to 
his work, reading and studying in his spare hours: but 
he never allowed the latter pursuit to interfere with his 
business, though it frequently broke in upon his rest. He 
married, and thought of emigrating to America ; but he 
remained working on. His literary taste first took the 
direction of poetical composition ; and from some of the 
fragments which have been preserved, it appears that his 
speculations as to the immaterially and immortality of the 
soul had their origin in these poetical musings. His study 
was the kitchen, where his wife’s bellows served him for 
a desk : and he wrote amidst the cries and cradlings of 
his children. Paine’s ‘Age of Reason' having appeared 
about this time and excited much interest, he composed a 
pamphlet in refutation of its arguments, which was pub- 
lished. He used afterwards to say that it was the ‘Age 
of Reason ’ that made him an author Various pamphlets 
from his pen shortly appeared in rapid succession, and a few 
years later, while still working at shoemaking, he wrote 
and published his admirable ‘ Essay on the Immaterially 
and Immortality of the Human Soul,’ which he sold for 


twenty pounds, a great sum in his estimation at the time. 
1 he book went through many editions, and is still prized. 

Drew was in no wise puffed up by his success, as many 
young authors are, but, long after he had become celebrated 


as a writer, used to be seen sweeping the street before his 
uoor, or helping his apprentices to carry in the winters 
coals. Nor could he, for some time, bring himself to regard 
literature as a profession to live by. His first care was to 
' ure an honest livelihood by his business, and to put into 
lottery ot literary success,” as he termed it, only the 
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surplus of his time. At length, however, he devoted him- 

2, '! h y tC ! I,ter ^ e > more particularly in connection 
with the Wesleyan body; editing one of their magazines 
and superintending the publication of several of their deno- 
minational works. He also wrote in the ‘ Eclectic Review ’ 

colrS an f “ a vaIuabIe history of his 

ty, Cornwall, with numerous other works. Towards 
one of 1° o r er ’ hC ^ ° P himself, — “ Raised from 

throT/h Hfe T Stat '° nS 111 S0dety ’ 1 have endeavoured 
through life to bnng my family into a state of respectabilitv 
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Company s service. None worked harder, or lived more 
temperately, than he did ; and, securing the confidence of 
his superiors, who found him a capable man in the perform- 
ance ot his duty, they gradually promoted him to higher 
offices. In 1803 he was with the division of the army under 
General Powell, in the Mahratta war ; and the interpreter 
having died, Hume, who had meanwhile studied and 
mastered the native languages, was appointed in his stead. 
He was next made chief of the medical staff. But as 
if this were not enough to occupy his full working power, he 
undertook in addition the offices of paymaster and post- 
master, and filled them satisfactorily. He also contracted 
to supply the commissariat, which he did with advantage to 
the army and profit to himself. .After about ten years' 
unremitting labour, he returned to England with a com- 
petency ; and one of his first acts was to make provision for 
the poorer members of his family. 

But Joseph Hume was not a man to enjoy the fruits of 
his industry in idleness. Work and occupation had become 
necessary for his comfort and happiness. To make himself 
fuhy acquainted with the actual state of his own country, 
and the condition of the people, he visited every town in 
the kingdom which then enjoyed any degree of manufac- 
turing celebrity. He afterwards travelled abroad for the 
purpose of obtaining a knowledge of foreign states. Returned 
to England, he entered Parliament in 1812, and continued 
a member of that assembly, with a short interruption, for a 
period of about thirty-four years. His first recorded speech 
was on the subject of public education, and throughout his 
long and honourable career he took an active and earnest ' 
interest in that and all other questions calculated to elevate 
and improve the condition of the people — criminal reform, 
sa\ ing s - 5 anks, free trade, economy and retrenchment, ex- 
tended representation, and such like measures, all of which 
le indefa Pgably promoted. Whatever subject he undertook, 
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he worked at with all his might. He was not a good 
speaker, but what he said was believed to proceed from the 
lips of an honest, single-minded, accurate man. If ridicule, 
as Shaftesbury says, be the test of truth, Joseph Hume stood 
the test well. No man was more laughed at, but there he 
stood perpetually, and literally, “at his post.” He was 
usually beaten on a division, but the influence which he 
exercised was nevertheless felt, and many important financial 
improvements were effected by him even with the vote 
directly against him. The amount of hard work which he 
contrived to get through was something extraordinary. He 
rose at six, wrote letters and arranged his papers for parlia- 
ment ; then, after breakfast, he received persons on business, 
sometimes as many as twenty in a morning. The House 
rarely assembled without him, and though the debate might 
be prolonged to tw'o or three o’clock in the morning, his 
name was seldom found absent from the division. In short, 
to perform the w’ork which he did, extending over so long a 
period, in the face of so many Administrations, rveek after 
week, year after year, — to be outvoted, beaten, laughed at, 
standing on many occasions almost alone, — to persevere in 
the face of every discouragement, preserving his temper 
unruffled, never relaxing in his energy or his hope, and 
living to see the greater number of his measures adopted 
with acclamation, must be regarded as one of the most 
remarkable illustrations of the power of human perseverance 
that biography can exhibit. 
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Nuthcr the naked hand, nor the uiuk-rv.mding, left to itself, ran do much: tin 
i ’* - 1C ; , ' m l > , ' llt 1 b V instruments and helps, of which the need is not less for the 
dcr-s urnling than the hand ."— Baean 


Opportunity has liar in I mm, behind she is bald ; if you seize her liv the forelock 
iay hold her, .Jut, il surfered to escape, not Jupiter himself c.,n catch hera^ir." 
— fron. the Latin. 


CCIDENT does very little towards the pro- 
duction of any great result in life. Though 
sometimes what is called a happy hit” may 
be made by a bold venture, the common high- 
way of steady industry and application is the only safe road 
to travel. It is said of the landscape painter Wilson, that 
when he had nearly finished a picture in a tame, correct 
manner, he would step back from it, his pencil fixed at the 
end of a long stick, and after gazing earnestly on the work, 
he would suddenly walk up and by a few bold touches give 
a. brilliant finish to the painting. But it will not do tor 
every one who would produce an effect, to throw his brush 
at the canvas in the hope of producing a picture. The 
capability of putting in these last vital touches is acquired 
only by the labour of a life; and the probability is, that 
the artist who has not carefully trained himself beforehand, 
in attempting to produce a brilliant effect at a dash, will 
only produce a blotch. 

Sedulous attention and painstaking industry always mark 
t e true worker. The greatest men are not those who 
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desp.se the day of small things,” but those who improve 
them the most carefully. Michael Angelo was one day 
explaining to a visitor at his studio, what he had been 
<omg at a statue since his previous visit. “I have re 
touched- this part-polished that-softened this feature- 
brought out that muscle-given some expression to this 

P> a " d ™ re enef gy to that limb.” “ But these are trifles ” 
remarked the visitor. “ It may be so,” replied the sculptor 

t , at ma f ke P erf ' c,i °"- perfection ii 

“tat fte mlf A ° f NiCh0las painter, 

, m „ ' “ h ‘ S C °" duct that “ lvh atcver was worth 

i» ill L LrT Tv mg WeU; ” and wh “ asked, late 

he had trined -Av a MarvllIe ’ lj y what means 

Italy « "A * reputation among the painters of 

“• * have 

be^'lrf I 11 ' 616 T discoveries w hich are said to have 
found th u / aC< ? ldent ’ lf carefu llv inquired into, it will be 

fatal alf Tern 25 ^ ** ™ 

accidents h™* , ' , F th most P art > these so-called 

by genius. The f S rT 0pportunities > carefully improved 
been ouoteri i a ° the a PP Ie a t Newton’s feet has often 
discoveries luT ° f thC accklental character of some 

devoted for / Ne T 0nS Wh ° le mmd had aIread y been 
of the JbL t ? l ° thC lab ° ri0US and patient investigation 
a PPle falling hlr grav , ltatl0n > an(1 the circumstance of the 
only as <w h ‘ S eyeS WaS suddenl y apprehended 

hinf the g hn S apprehend k > and served to flash upon 
like m brilliant discover then opening to his sight. In 

from a r””’ ^ bnlhantI y-coloured soap-bubbles blown 
in most * ° n tobacco PPe— though “ trifles light as air ” 
of“i / L$ su S& ested to Dr. Young his beautiful theory 
diffnrl Cr ereaces ’” and led to his discovery relating to the 
JEST- ^ Although great men are popularly 
on y to deal with great things, men such as Newton 


Digitized by Google 



1 20 Intelligent observation — Galileo. Chap. v. 


and Young were ready to detect the significance of the most 
familiar and simple facts ; their greatness consisting mainly 
in their wise interpretation of them. 

The difference between men consists, in a great measure, 
in the intelligence of their observation. The Russian pro- 
verb says of the non-observant man, “ He goes through the 
forest and sees no firewood.” “ The wise man’s eyes are in 
his head,” says Solomon, “ but the fool walketh in darkness." 
“Sir,” said Johnson, on one occasion, to a fine gentleman 
just returned from Italy, “some men will learn more in 
the Hampstead stage than others in the tour of Europe." 
It is the mind that sees as well as the eye. Where un- 
thinking gazers observe nothing, men of intelligent vision 
penetrate into the \ery fibre of the phenomena presented to 
them, attentively noting differences, making comparisons, 
and recognizing their underlying idea. Many before Galileo 
had seen a suspended weight swing before their eyes with a 
measured beat ; but he was the first to detect the value 
of the fact. One of the vergers in the cathedral at Pisa, 
after replenishing with oil a lamp which hung from the 
roof, left it swinging to and fro ; and Galileo, then a youth 
of only eighteen, noting it attentively, conceived the 
idea of applying it to the measurement of time. Fifty 
years of study and labour, however, elapsed, before he com- 
pleted the invention of his Pendulum, — the importance ot 
which, in the measurement of time and in astronomical 
calculations, can scarcely be overrated. In like manner, 
Galileo, having casually heard that one Lippershey, a Dutch 
spectacle-maker, had presented to Count Maurice of Nassau 
an instrument by means of which distant objects appeared 
nearer to the beholder, addressed himself to the cause of such 
a phenomenon, which led to the invention of the telescope, 
and proved the beginning of the modern science of astro- 
nomy. Discoveries such as these could never have been 
made by a negligent observer, or by a mere passive listener. 
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While Captain (afterwards Sir Samuel) Brown was occu- 
pied in studying the construction of bridges, with the view 
of contriving one of a cheap description to be thrown across 
the Tweed, near which he lived, he was walking in his garden 
one dewy autumn morning, when he saw a tiny spider’s net sus- 
pended across his path. The idea immediately occurred to 
him, that a bridge of iron ropes or chains might be constructed 
in like manner, and the result was the invention of his Sus- 
pension Bridge. So James Watt, when consulted about the 
mode of carrying water by pipes under the Clyde, along 
the unequal bed of the river, turned his attention one day 
to the shell of a lobster presented at table; and from that 
model he invented an iron tube, which, when laid down, 
was found effectually to answer the purpose. Sir Isambert 
Brand took his first lessons in forming the Thames Tunnel 
from the tiny shipworm : he saw how the little creature per 
forated the wood with its well-armed head, first in one 
direction and then in another, till the archway was complete, 
and then daubed over the roof and sides with a kind of 
varnish ; and by copying this work exactly on a large 
scale, Brunei was at length enabled to construct his shield 
and accomplish his great engineering work. 

It is the intelligent eye of the careful observer which 
gives these apparently trivial phenomena their value. So 
trifling a matter as the sight of seaweed floating past his 
ship, enabled Columbus to quell the mutiny which arose 
amongst his sailors at not discovering land, and to assure 
them that the eagerly sought New World was not far off. 
T here is nothing so small that it should remain forgotten ; 
and no fact, however trivial, but may prove useful in some 
way or other if carefully interpreted. Who could have 
imagined that the famous “ chalk cliffs of Albion ” had been 
built up by tiny insects — detected only by the help of the 
microscope — of the same order of creatures that have 
gemmed the sea with islands of coral ! And who that con- 
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templates such extraordinary results, arising from infinitely 
minute operations, will venture to question the power of 
little things? 

It is the close observation of little things which is the 
secret of success in business, in art, in science, and in every 
purauit in life. Human knowledge is but an accumulation 
of small facts, made by successive generations of men, the 
little bits of knowledge and experience carefully treasured 
up by them growing at length into a mighty pyramid. 

1 hough many of these facts and observations seemed in 
the first instance to have but slight significance, they are 
all found to have their eventual uses, and to fit into their 
proper places. Even many speculations seemingly remote, 
turn out to be the basis of results the most obviously prac- 
tii al. In the case of the conic sections discovered by 
Apollonius Pergieus, twenty centuries elapsed before they 
' v ere ma de the basis of astronomy — a science w'hich enables 
the modem navigator to steer his way through unknown 
seas and traces for him in the heavens an unerring path to | 
his appointed haven. And had not mathematicians toiled 
for so long, and, to uninstructed observers, apparently so 
fruitlessly, over the abstract relations of lines and surfaces, 
it is probable that but few of our mechanical inventions 
would have seen the light. 

V\ hen Franklin made his discovery of the identity of 
lightning and electricity, it was sneered at, and people asked, 

Of what use is it?” To which his reply was, “What is 
the use ol a child ? It may become a man !” When Galvani 
iscovercd that a frog's leg twitched when placed in contact 
with different metals, it could scarcely have been imagined 
f so a PP ar ently insignificant a fact could have led to 
important results. Yet therein lay the germ of the Electric 
* c ^ ra ph, which binds the intelligence of continents 
get.ier, and, probably before many years have elapsed 

put a girdle round the globe.” So too, little bits of 
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stone and fossil, dug out of the earth, intelligently interpreted, 
nave issued in the science of geology and the practical ope- 
rations of mining, in which large capitals are invested and 
vast numbers of persons profitably employed. 

'Ihe gigantic machinery employed in pumping our mines 
working our mills and manufactures, and driving our steam- 
s ips and locomotives, in like manner depends for its supply 
o power upon so slight an agency as little drops of water 
expanded by heat, -that familiar agency called steam, which 
't see issuing from that common tea-kettle spout, but which, 
en pent up within an ingeniously contrived mechanism, dis- 
plays a force equal to that of millions of horses, and contains 

IZZ tk thC WaVCS and set even the hurricane at 

the eanh J ^ * W ° rk with “ the ^wels of 

t earth has been the cause of those volcanoes and earth- 

the globe Pkyed S ° mighty a Part b the “story of 

first' iccS^ ?? a thC MarqUiS of Worcester's attention was 
the titht ^r ^ ally directed to subject of steam power, by 
blown oft' 1 'T ° if- VeSSel COnU hh n g bot water having been 
ToZ' J eyeS ’ When confin ed a prisoner in the 

‘Centurv J PU ls e d die result of his observations in his 
forinouber ■ aVe " tl0ns ’’ which for med a sort of text-book 
Newcomen i ^f° Wers of steam for a time, until Savary, 
brought th ’ T ° therS ’ a PP’y m g d to practical purposes, 
when called n ' en ^ ne t0 th e state in which Watt found it 
which hpl UP ° n t0 repair a m °del of Newcomen’s engine, 

dema, dr ^ ^ University ° f Glas g°w. ™s 

was not i mStanCC WaS an opportunity for Watt, which he 

to brin-r ' t0 lm P rove > an d it was the labour of his life 
„ the steam-engine to perfection. 

'IrniQ I 3 ' 1 01 se ‘ z ’ n g opportunities and turning even acci- 
.. acc °unt, bending them to some purpose, is a great 
“a Saccess ’ h)r. Johnson has defined genius to be 
min o large general powers accidentally determined 
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in some particular direction.” Men who are resolved to find 
a way tor themselves, will always find opportunities enough ; 
and if they do not lie ready to their hand, they will make 
them. It is not those who have enjoyed the advantages 
of colleges, museums, and public galleries, that have accom- 
plished the most for science and art; nor have the greatest 
mechanics and inventors been trained in mechanics insti- 
tutes. Necessity, oftener than facility, has been the mother 
of invention ; and the most prolific school of all has been 
the school of difficulty. Some of the very best workmen 
have had the most indifferent tools to work with. But it 
is not tools that make the workman, but the trained skill 
and perseverance of the man himself. Indeed it is proverbial 
that the bad workman never yet had a good tool. Some 
one asked Opie by what wonderful process he mixed his 
colours. “ I mix them with my brains, sir,” was his reply. 
It is the same with every workman who would excel. 
Ferguson made marvellous things — such as his wooden clock, 
that accurately measured the hours — by means of a common 
penknife, a tool in everybody’s hand ; but then everybody 
is not a Ferguson. A pan of water and two thermometers 
were the tools by which Dr. Black discovered latent heat, 
and a prism, a lens, and a sheet of pastebord enabled Newton 
to unfold the composition of light and the origin of colours. 
An eminent foreign savant once called upon Dr. Wollaston, 
and requested to be shown over his laboratories in whit ’- 


science had been enriched by so many important discoveries, 
when the doctor took him into a little study, and, pointer 
to an old tea-tray on the table, containing a few watch-glasses, 
test papers, a small balance, and a blowpipe, said, “ There 
is all the laboratory' that I have ! ” 

Stothard leamt the art of combining colours by closely 
studying butterflies’ wings : he would often say that no on<. 
knew what he owed to these tiny insects. A burnt st»k 
and a bam door served Wilkie in lieu of pencil and cam a ■■ 
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Bewick first practised drawing on the cottage walls of his 
native village, which he covered with his sketches in chalk ; 
and Benjamin West made his first brushes out of the cat’s 
tail. Ferguson laid himself down in the fields at night in 
a blanket, and made a map of the heavenly bodies by means 
of a thread with small beads on it stretched between his eye 
and the stars. Franklin first robbed the thundercloud of 
its lightning by means of a kite made with two cross sticks 
and a silk handkerchief. Watt made his first model of the 
condensing steam-engine out of an old anatomist’s syringe, 
used to inject the arteries previous to dissection. Gifford 
worked his first problems in mathematics, when a cobbler’s 
apprentice, upon small scraps of leather, which he beat 
smooth for the purpose ; whilst Rittenhouse, the astronomer, 
first calculated eclipses on his plough handle. 

The most ordinary occasions will furnish a man with 
opportunities or suggestions for improvement, if he be but 
prompt to take advantage of them. Professor Lee was 
attracted to the study of Hebrew by finding a Bible in that 
tongue in a synagogue, while working as a common carpenter 
at the repairs of the benches. He became possessed with 
a desire to read the book in the original, and, buying a 
cheap second-hand copy of a Hebrew grammar, he set to 
work and learnt the language for himself. As Edmund 
Stone said to the Duke of Argyle, in answer to his grace’s 
inquiry how he, a poor gardener’s boy, had contrived to be 
able to read Newton’s Principia in Latin, “ One needs only 
to know the twenty-four letters of the alphabet in order to 
learn everything else that one wishes.” Application and 
perseverance, and the diligent improvement of opportunities, 
will do the rest. 

Sir Walter Scott found opportunities for self-improvement 
in every pursuit, and turned even accidents to account. Thus 
it was in the discharge of his functions as a writer’s appren- 
tice that he first visited the Highlands, and formed those 
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friendships among the surviving heroes of 1745 which served 
to lay the foundation of a large class of his works. Later 
in life, when employed as quartermaster of the Edinburgh 
Light Cavalry, he was accidentally disabled by the kick of a 
horse, and confined for some time to his house ; but Scott 
was a sworn enemy to idleness, and he forthwith set his 
mind to work. In three days he had composed the first 
canto of ‘ The Lay of the Last Minstrel,’ which he shortly 
after finished, — his first great original work. 

The attention of Dr. Priestley, the discoverer of so many 
gases, was accidentally drawn to the subject of chemistry 
through his living in the neighbourhood of a brewery. When 
visiting the place one day, he noted the peculiar appear- 
ances attending the extinction of lighted chips in the gas 
floating over the fermented liquor. He was forty years old 
at the time, and knew nothing of chemistry. He consulted 
books to ascertain the cause, but they told him little, for as 
yet nothing was known on the subject. Then he began 
to experiment, with some rude apparatus of his own con- 
trivance. The curious results of his first experiments led 
to others, which in his hands shortly became the science 
of pneumatic chemistry. About the same time, Scheele nus 
obscurely working in the same direction in a remote Swe- 
dish village ; and he discovered several new gases, with no 
more effective apparatus at his command than a few' apo- 
thecaries’ phials and pigs’ bladders. 

Sir Humphry Davy, when an apothecary’s apprentice, 
performed his first experiments with instruments of the rudest 

description. He extemporised the greater part of them 
himself, out of the motley materials which chance threw in 
his way, — the pots and pans of the kitchen, and the phbi- 
and vessels of his master’s surgery’. It happened that a Frencn 
ship was wrecked off the Land’s End, and the surgeon escaped, 
bearing with him his case of instruments, amongst which " is 
an old-fashioned glyster apparatus ; this article he presents 
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to Davy, with whom he had become acquainted The apo 
thecary’s apprentice received it with great exultation, and 
forthw.th employed it as a part of a pneumatic apparatus 
which he contrived, afterwards using it to perform the duties 
ot an air-pump in one of his experiments on the nature and 
sources of heat 

In like manner Professor Faraday, Sir Humphry Davy’s 
scientific successor, made his first experiments in electricity 
hy means of an old bottle, while he was still a working 
wokbinder. And it is a curious fact that Faraday was first 
attracted to the study of chemistry by hearing one of SH 
f umphry Davy s lectures on the subject at the Royal Insti- 

at r 1 , gentleman > who was a member, calling one day 
at the shop where Faraday was employed in bindfng books 7 

EncvH r P T g ° Ver thC article “Electricity’’ in a ’ 

' ■><- opaedia placed in his hands to bind. The gentleman 
aving made inquiries, found that the young bookbinder 
was curious about such subjects, and gave him an order ^ 

course of f° R ° yal Institution > wher e he attended a 
took nnf T,, CCtUreS delivered b y Sir Humphry. He 
SnouJ T ° t J em ’ Whidl . he Sh0Wed to the lecturer, who 
when ' 7 gCC j their scientlfic accuracy, and was surprised 

Faada: 1 tn ° f ‘"I ***** P ° Siti0n ° f the reporter! 

proitfil expressed his desire to devote himself to the 

JTS? 23 ? ,Cal StUdieS ’ fr0m which Sir Humphry 

'persisting h aV0Ured T d ' SSUade him : but the F oun g man 
. ‘ S \ he was at len gt h taken into the Royal Institution 

apowfh 5 and , eVentUalIy thC mantIe ° f the brilliant 

equally brill- - UP °? the W ° rthy shoulders of the 

y brilliant bookbinder’s apprentice. 

about Which DaVy enlercd in his note-book, when 

t0r , * p y years of a & e - working in Dr. Beddoes’ labora- 
j ' .f st °I, were eminently characteristic of him: “I 

vet ifT!' CI r itbeS ’ n ° r P ° wer ’ nor birth to recommend me ; 
ive, trust I shall not be of less service to mankind 
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and my friends, than if I had been bom with all these 
advantages. Davy possessed the capability, as Faraday does, 
ot devoting the whole power of his mind to the practical 
and experimental investigation of a subject in all its bearings; 
and such a mind wili rarely fail, by dint of mere industry 
and patient thinking, in producing results ol the highest 
order. Coleridge said of Davy, “ There is an energy' and 
elasticity in his mind, which enables him to seize on and 
analyze all questions, pushing them to their legitimate con- 
sequences. Every subject in Davy’s mind has the principle 
of vitality. Living thoughts spring up like turf under his 
feet. Davy, on his part, said of Coleridge, whose abilities 
he greatly admired, “With the most exalted genius, enlarged 
views, sensitive heart, and enlightened mind, he wall be the 
victim ot a want of order, precision, and regularity.” 

J he great Cuvier was a singularly accurate, careful, and 
industrious observer. When a boy, he was attracted to the 
subject of natural history' by the sight of a volume of Buffon 
which accidentally fell in his way. He at once proceeded to 
copy the drawings, and to colour them after the descriptions 
given in the text. While still at school, one of his teachers 
made him a present of ‘ Linnaeus’s System of Nature and 
tor more than ten years this constituted his library of natural 
history. At eighteen he was offered the situation of tutor 
in a family residing near Fdcamp, in Normandy. Living 
close to the sea shore, he was brought face to face with the 
wonders of marine life. Strolling along the sands one day, 
lie observed a stranded cuttle-fish. He was attracted by the 
curious object, took it home to dissect, and thus began the 
study of the molluscae, in the pursuit of which he achieved 
so distinguished a reputation. He had no books to refer to, 
excepting only the great book of Nature which lay open 
k fore him. d he study of the novel and interesting objects 
w uch it daily presented to his eves made a much deeper ini- 
> " ss ’ on on mind than any written or engraved descrip- 
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tions could possibly have done. Three years thus passed, 
during which he compared the living species of marine animals 
with the fossil remains found in the neighbourhood, dissected 
the specimens of marine life that came under his notice, 
and, by careful observation, prepared the way for a complete 
reform in the classification of the animal kingdom. About 
this time Cuvier became known to the learned Abbe Teissier, 
who wrote to Jussieu and other friends in Paris on the subject 
of the young naturalist’s inquiries, in terms of such high com- 
mendation, that Cuvier was requested to send some of his 
papers to the Society of Natural History ; and he was shortly 
after appointed assistant-superintendent at the Jardin des 
Plantes. In the letter written by Teissier to Jussieu, intro- 
ducing the young naturalist to his notice, he said, “ You 
remember that it was I who gave Delambre to the Academy 
in another branch of science : this also will be a Delambre.” 
We need scarcely add that the prediction of Teissier was 
more than fulfilled. 

It is not accident, then, that helps a man in the world so 
much as puipose and persistent industry. To the feeble, 
the sluggish and purposeless, the happiest accidents avail 
nothing, — they pass them by, seeing no meaning in them. 
But it is astonishing how' much can be accomplished if we 
are prompt to seize and improve the opportunities for action 
and effort which are constantly presenting themselves. Watt 
taught himself chemistry and mechanics while working at 
his trade of a mathematical-instrument maker, at the same 
time that he was learning German from a Swiss dyer. 
Stephenson taught himself arithmetic and mensuration while 
working as an engineman during the night shifts ; and when 
he could snatch a few moments in the intervals allowed for 
meals during the day, he worked his sums with a bit of chalk 
upon the sides of the colliery waggons. Dalton’s industry 
was the habit of his life. He began from his boyhood, for 
he taught a little village-school w'hen he was <?nly about 

K. 
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twelve years old, keeping the school in winter, and working 
upon his fathers farm in summer. He would sometimes 
urge himself and companions to study by the stimulus of a 
bet, though bred a Quaker ; and on one occasion, by his 
satisfactory solution of a problem, he won as much as 
enabled him to buy a winter’s store of candles. He con- 
tinued his meteorological observations until a day or two 
before he died, — having made and recorded upwards of 
200,000 in the course of his life. 

W ith perseverance, the very odds and ends of time may 
be worked up into results of the greatest value. An hour in 
every day withdrawn from frivolous pursuits would, if pro- 
fitably employed, enable a person of ordinary capacity to 
go far towards mastering a science. It would make an 
ignorant man a well-informed one in less than ten years. 

I ime should not be allowed to pass without yielding fruits, 
in the form of something learnt worthy of being known, 
some good principle cultivated, or some good habit strength- 
ened. Dr. Mason Good translated Lucretius while riding 
in his carriage in the streets of London, going the round of 
his patients. I)r. Darwin composed nearly all his works in 
the same way while driving about in his “ sulky” from house 
to house in the country, — writing down his thoughts on little 
scraps of paper, which he carried about with him for the 
purpose. Hale wrote his ‘ Contemplations ’ while travelling 
on circuit. Dr. Burney learnt French and Italian while 
travelling on horseback from one musical pupil to another in 
the course of his profession. Kirke White learnt Greek while 
walking to and from a lawyer’s office; and we personalty 
know a man of eminent position who learnt Latin and 
1 rench while going messages as an errand-boy in the streets 
of Manchester. 

Daguesseau, one of the great Chancellors of France, by 
carefully working up his odd bits of time, wrote a bulky and 
e voluine in the successive intervals of waiting for dinner ; 
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and Madame de Genlis composed several of her charming 
volumes while waiting for the princess to whom she gave her 
daily lessons. Elihu Burritt attributed his first success in 
self-improvement, not to genius, which he disclaimed, but 
simply to the careful employment of those invaluable frag- 
ments of time, called “ odd moments.” While working and 
.arning his living as a blacksmith, he mastered some eighteen 
ancient and modem languages, and twenty-two European 
dialects. r 

What a solemn and striking admonition to youth is that 
inscribed on the dial at All Souls, Oxford— “ Periunt et 
lm, utantur the hours perish, and are laid to our charge. 

, >me is the only little fragment of Eternity that belongs to 
man ; and, like life, it can never be recalled. “ In the 
issipation of. worldly treasure,” says Jackson of Exeter, 
ru^alit) of the future may balance the extra va- 
fiance of the past ; but who can say, < I will take from 
minutes to-morrow to compensate for those I have lost 
0 ay. . Melancthon noted down the time lost by him, 

1 ie might thereby reanimate his industry, and not lose 
f 0Ur ; ^ ta ^ an scholar put over his door an inscrip- 
on intimating that whosoever remained there should join 
n is labours. “ We are afraid,” said some visitors to 
<axter, “ ^ WC break in u P on y° ur “ To be sure 

\ 0U c 0, replied the disturbed and blunt divine. Time was 
ie estate out of which these great workers, and all other 
or ers, fonned that rich treasury of thoughts and deeds 
w lc they have left to their successors. 

The mere drudgery undergone by some men in carrying 
n t ur undertakings has been something extraordinary, 
nt t !e drudgery they regarded as the price of success. 

' uison amassed as much as three folios of manuscript 
materials before he began his ‘ Spectator.’ Newton wrote 
IS ^-hronology ’ fitteen times over before he was satisfied 
"■'t it; and Gibbon wrote out his ‘ Memoir’ nine times. 
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Hale studied for many years at the rate of sixteen hours a 
day, anti when wearied with the study of the law, he would 
recreate himself with philosophy and the study of the 
mathematics. Plume wrote thirteen hours a day while pre- 
paring his * History of England.’ Montesquieu, speaking of 
one part of his writings, said to a friend, “You will read it in 
a few hours ; but I assure you it has cost me so much labour 
that it has whitened my hair.” 

The practice of writing down thoughts and facts for the 
purpose of holding them fast and preventing their escape 
into the dim region of forgetfulness, has been much resorted 
to by thoughtful and studious men. Lord Bacon left behind 
him many manuscripts entitled “ Sudden thoughts set down 
for use.” Erskine made great extracts from Burke ; and 
Eldon copied Coke upon Littleton twice over with his own 
hand, so that the book became, as it were, part of his own 
mind. The late Dr. Pye Smith, when apprenticed to his 
father as a bookbinder, was accustomed to make copious 
memoranda of all the books he read, with extracts and 
criticisms. 'Phis indomitable industry in collecting mate- 
rials distinguished him through life, his biographer de- 
scribing him as “always at work, always in advance, always 
accumulating.” These note-books afterwards proved, like 
Richter’s “quarries,” the great storehouse from which he 
drew his illustrations. 

The same practice characterized the eminent John Hunter, 
who adopted it for the purpjo.se of supplying the detects ot 
memory ; and he was accustomed thus to illustrate the 
advantages which one derives from putting one’s thoughts 
in writing: “It resembles,” he said, “a tradesman tak.ng 
stock, without which he never knows either what he pos- 
sesses or in what he is deficient.” John Hunter — whose 
observation was so keen that Abernethy was accustomed 
to speak of him as “ the Argus-eyed ” — furnished an id ,JS " 
dous example of the power of patient industry'. He received 
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little or no education till he was about twenty years of 
age, and it was with difficulty that he acquired the arts 
of reading and writing. He worked for some years as a 
common carpenter at Glasgow, after which he joined his 
brother William, who had settled in London as a lecturer 
and anatomical demonstrator. John entered his dissecting- 
room as an assistant, but soon shot ahead of his brother, 
partly by virtue of his great natural ability, but mainly 
by reason of his patient application and indefatigable in- 
dustry. He was one of the first in this country to devote 
himself assiduously to the study of comparative anatomy, 
and the objects he dissected and collected took the eminent 
Professor Owen no less than ten years to arrange. The 
collection contains some twenty thousand specimens, and 
is the most precious treasure of the kind that has ever been 
accumulated by the industry of one man. Hunter used 
to spend every morning from sunrise until eight o’clock in his 
museum ; and throughout the day he carried on his extensive 
private practice, performed his laborious duties as surgeon to 
St. George’s Hospital and deputy surgeon-general to the 
army ; delivered lectures to students, and superintended 
a school of practical anatomy at his own house ; finding 
leisure, amidst all, for elaborate experiments on the animal 
economy, and the composition of various works of great 
scientific importance. To find time for this gigantic amount 
of work, he allowed himself only four hours of sleep at night, 
and an hour after dinner. When once asked what method 
he had adopted to insure success in his undertakings, he 
replied “ My rule is, deliberately to consider, before I 
commence, whether the thing be practicable. If it be not 
practicable, I do not attempt it. If it be practicable, I can 
accomplish it if I give sufficient pains to it ; and having 
begun, I never stop till the thing is done. To this rule I 
owe all my success." 

Hunter occupied a great deal of his time in collecting 
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definite facts respecting matters which, before his day, were 
regarded as exceedingly trivial. Thus it was supposed by 
many of his contemporaries that he was only wasting his 
time and thought in studying so carefully as he did the 
growth of a deer’s horn. Hut Hunter was impressed with 
the conviction that no accurate knowledge of scientific facts 
is without its value. By the study referred to, he learnt 
how arteries accommodate themselves to circumstances, and 
cniarge as occasion requires ; and the knowledge thus ac- 
quired emboldened him, in a case of aneurism in a branch 
artery, to tie the main trunk where no surgeon before him 
had dared to tie it, and the life of his patient was saved. 
Like many original men, he worked for a long time as it 
were underground, digging and laying foundations. He was 
a solitary anJ self-reliant genius, holding on his course 
without the solace of sympathy or approbation, — for but tew 
of his contemporaries perceived the ultimate object of his 
pursuits. But like all true workers, he did not fail in 
securing his best reward — that which depends less upon 
others than upon one's self — the approval of conscience, 
which in a right-minded man invariably follows the honest 
and energetic performance of duty. 

Ambrose Pare, the great French surgeon, was another 
illustrious instance of close observation, patient application, 
and indefatigable perseverance. He was the son of a barber 
at Laval, in Maine, where he was born in 1509. His 
parents were too poor to send him to school, but they placed 
him as foot-boy with the curd of the village, hoping that 
under that learned man he might pick up an education for 
himself. But the cure kept him so busily employed in 
grooming his mule and in other menial offices that the bo) 
found no time for learning. While in his service, it hap- 
pened that the celebrated lithotomist, Cotot, came to Laval 
to operate on one of the cure’s ecclesiastical brethren. H 1U ‘ 
«as present at the operation, and was so much interested 
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by it that he is said to have from that time formed the 
determination of devoting himself to the art of surgery. 

Leaving the cure’s household service, Pard apprenticed 
himself to a barber-surgeon named Vialot, under whom he 
learnt to let blood, draw teeth, and perform the minor ope- 
rations. After four years’ experience of this kind, he went 
to Paris to study at the school of anatomy and surgery, 
meanwhile maintaining himself by his trade of a barber. 
He afterwards succeeded in obtaining an appointment as 
assistant at the Hotel Dieu, where his conduct was so 
exemplary, and his progress so marked, that the chief 
surgeon, Goupil, entrusted him with the charge of the 
patients whom he could not himself attend to. After the 
usual course of instruction, Pare was admitted a master 
barber-surgeon, and shortly after was appointed to a charge 
with the French army under Montmorenci in Piedmont. 
Pard was not a man to follow in the ordinary ruts of his 
profession, but brought the resources of an ardent and ori- 
ginal mind to bear upon his daily work, diligently thinking 
out for himself the rationale of diseases and their befitting 
remedies. Before his time the wounded suffered much more 
at the hands of their surgeons than they did at those of 
their enemies. To stop bleeding from gunshot wounds, the 
barbarous expedient was resorted to of dressing them with 
boiling oil. Haemorrhage was also stopped by searing the 
wounds with a red-hot iron ; and when amputation was 
necessary, it was performed with a red-hot knife. At first 
Pare 1 treated wounds according to the approved methods ; but, 
fortunately, on one occasion, running short of boiling oil, he 
substituted a mild and emollient application. He was in 
great fear all night lest he should have done wrong in adopt- 
ing this treatment ; but was greatly relieved next morning 
on finding his patients comparatively comfortable, while 
those whose wounds had been treated in the usual way 
were writhing in torment. Such was the casual origin of 
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one of Part? s greatest improvements in the treatment of gun- 
shot wounds ; and he proceeded to adopt the emollient 
treatment in all future cases. Another still more important 
improvement was his employment of the ligature in tying 
arteries to stop haemorrhage, instead of the actual cautery. 
Par£, however, met with the usual fate of innovators and 
reformers. His practice was denounced by his surgical 
brethren as dangerous, unprofessional, and empirical ; and 
the older surgeons banded themselves together to resist 
its adoption. They reproached him for his want of edu- 
cation, more especially for his ignorance of Latin and Greek; 
and they assailed him with quotations from ancient writers, 
which he was unable either to verify or refute. But the 
best answer to his assailants was the success of his practice. 
The wounded soldiers called out everywhere for Pard, and 
he was always at their service : he tended them carefully 
and affectionately ; and he usually took leave of them with 
the words, “ I have dressed you ; may God cure you." 

After three years’ active sendee as army-surgeon, Pare’ 
returned to Paris with such a reputation that he was at once 
appointed surgeon in ordinary to the King. When Metz 
was besieged by the Spanish army, under Charles V., the 
garrison suffered heavy loss, and the number of wounded 
was very great. The surgeons were few and incompetent, 
and probably slew more by their bad treatment than the 
Spaniards did by the sword. The Duke of Guise, who 
commanded the garrison, wrote to the King imploring him 
to send Pard to his help. The courageous surgeon at once 
set out, and, after braving many dangers (to use his own 
words, ‘‘d’estre pendu, estrangld ou mis en pieces”), he 
succeeded in passing the enemy’s lines, and entered Metz 
in safety. The Duke, the generals, and the captains gave 
him an affectionate welcome ; while the soldiers, when they 
heard of his arrival, cried, “ We no longer fear dying of our 
ounds; our friend is among us.” In the following year 
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Pan* was in like manner with the besieged in the town of 
Hesdm which shortly fell before the Duke of Savoy, and he 
was taken prisoner. But having succeeded in curing one 
of the enemy s chief officers of a serious wound, he was dis- 
charged without ransom, and returned in safety to Paris. 
ie rest of his life was occupied in study, in self-improve- 

most leame7’ g °° d ^ Ur S ed ^ sorae of the 

Sr° ng " S r— - he P Iaced ™ record 
the results of his surgical experience in twenty-eight books 

arevaluaW pubbsbed ^«m atdifierent times. 7 His w^gs 
1 Ih r 3 remarkable chiefly on account of the great 

wathVhichte 8 and t CaSCS C ° ntained in them > and th « care 

uoon thl h h aV ° ldS glVmg an y dictions resting merely 
r SUPP ° rted by ° bservation - Pard continued! 
t0 h ° ld Ae ° ffice ° f SUr ^ eon in ordinal 
he owed hk'lT^t dU ?" g the Massacre of St - Bartholomew 

f oom comm !^ nng ' tbe ni S bt in his chamber and wardrobe- 

not r’ZTt S ^ n0t t0 Stir ’ and it was 

so manv n ^ a man who had preserved the lives of 
escareH 7 Pe °if ^ Sh ° uld himsel f be massacred.” Thus Pard 
foTman! ° rS ° f that fearful ni § ht > which he survived 
age and hoCurs t0 die in peaCe ’ ful1 ° f 

nanied'^M aS aS * ndefat 'gable a labourer as any we have 
eatinn 1 e b,,ent not less than eight long years of investi- 
cireulat' n ’f eS , earC h bePore he published his views of the 
riment IOn ° * C b ^ ood- repeated and verified his expe- 
he w and aga ' n ’ P ro hably anticipating the opposition 

uu a\e to encounter from the profession on making 
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known his discovery. The tract in which he at length an- 
nounced his views, was a most modest one, — but simple, 
perspicuous, and conclusive. It was nevertheless received 
with ridicule, as the utterance of a crack-brained impostor. 
For some time, he did not make a single convert, and gained 
nothing but contumely and abuse. He had called in question 
the revered authority of the ancients ; and it was even averred 
that his views were calculated to subvert the authority of the 
Scriptures and undermine the very foundations of morality 
and religion. His little practice fell away, and he was lelt 
almost without a friend. This lasted for some years, until 
the great truth, held fast by Harvey amidst all his adversity, 
and which had dropped into many thoughtful minds, gradually 
ripened by further observation, and after a period of about 
twenty-five years, it became generally recognised as an esta- 
blished scientific truth. 

The difficulties encountered by Dr. Jenner in promul- 
gating and establishing his discovery of vaccination as a 
preventive of small-pox, were even greater than those of 
Harvey. Many, before him, had witnessed the cow-pox, 
and had heard of the report current among the milkmaids m 
Gloucestershire, that whoever had taken that disease was 
secure against small-pox. It was a trifling, vulgar rumour, 
supposed to have no significance whatever ; and no one had 
thought it worthy of investigation, until it was accidentally 
brought under the notice of Jenner. He was a youth, 
pursuing his studies at Sodbury, when his attention " a ' 
arrested by the casual observation made by a country gid 
who came to his master’s shop for advice. The small-pox 
was mentioned, when the girl said, “ I can’t take that disease, 
for I have had cow-pox.” The observation immediately 
riveted J enner’s attention, and he forthwith set about inquiring 
and making observations on the subject. His professtona 
friends, to whom he mentioned his views as to the p r0 P^' 
lactic virtues of cow-pox, laughed at him, and even threaten 
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fr0n ; their sodet y> ^ he persisted in harassing 
t T 1 , le ® u hJ ect - In London he was so fortunate as 

We vs 7 Th er i 1 HUnter ’ t0 Wh ° m he commu nicated his 
views The advice of the great anatomist was thoroughly 

“ D ° n,t think ’ bUt be be accn- 

conveved T®* SUPP ° ned by the advice > which 
HeSback I” Z trUe art ° f P hilos °P hic ^ investigation. 
mke l \ ^ C ° Untly t0 praCtise his Profession and 

pursue f 0 , ? ° nS / nd " Xpenments > which he continued to 
'overv Z r tW6nty years ‘ His faith in his dis- 

Z smJ™* ** he VaCCinated his son on 
in r^afTT At ,engtH hC Published his vie ws 

details of ^ fT SCVenty Pages ’ in w ' hich he gave the 

S Ua s t r reC ° f $UCCeSsful -ocinftion of 

comm U • , hom 11 was fou nd aftenvards impossible to 
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had Pp 79 ?. that thls treatlse was published; though he 

Z a7bl° r ’; g0UthiS ideaS Since the year x 775j then 
ey nad begun to assume a definite form. 

encetherSth h % diSC r ery received? First "dth indiffer- 
to exhibit to , tlve hostility. Jenner proceeded to London 
its results • -h 6 P r °f ession the process of vaccination and 
to make trial ? 1 Smgle medicaI man could be induced 

thr« m„„ h d ' a ” d aft “ fr “ i,le “'>' nearly 

was even • ’ C retumec I to his native village. He 
L? nCatUr l d and abused for his att empt to “ besti- 
diseased mztTZ ^ ^ lntroduction into their systems of 
denounced fm 5T Z C ° W ’ S udder ' Va ccination was 
that vaccinl T ^ " “ diabol ical” It was averred 
broke out t^i a Z bCCame “ OX ‘ faced ’” ‘hat abscesses 
tenance ? dl “ te s P r °utmg horns,” and that the coun- 

the voir • gr f duaUy “ transmuted into the visage of a cow-, 
ZTZT tbe bell0wing of bulls.” Vaccinal, however,’ 
sition k .notwithstanding the violence of the oppo- 

’ bdlef m 11 spread slowly. In one village, where a 
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gentleman tried to introduce the practice, the first persons 
who permitted themselves to be vaccinated were absolutely 
pelted and driven into their houses if they appeared out of 
doors. Two ladies of title — I>ady Ducie and the Countess 
of Berkeley — to their honour be it remembered — had the 
courage to vaccinate their children ; and the prejudices of 
the day were at once broken through. The medical profes- 
sion gradually came round, and there were several who even 
sought to rob Dr. Jenner of the merit of the discovery, when 
its importance came to be recognised. Jenner’s cause at 
last triumphed, and he was publicly honoured and rewarded. 
In his prosperity he was as modest as he had been in his 
obscurity. He was invited to settle in London, and toil 
that he might command a practice of 10,000 /. a year. But 
his answer was, “ No ! In the morning of my days I have 
sought the sequestered and lowly paths of life the vaile), 
and not the mountain, — and now, in the evening of my 
it is not meet for me to hold myself up as an object for fortune 
and for fame.” During Jenner’s own life-time the practice 
of vaccination became adopted all over the civilized worl , 
and when he died, his title as a Benefactor of his kind w..» 
recognised far and wide. Cuvier has said, “ If vaccine were 
the only discovery of the epoch, it would serve to rend.r t 
illustrious for ever ; yet it knocked twenty times in vain at 
the doors of the Academies.” 

Not less patient, resolute, and persevering was Sir C ar.e 
Bell in the prosecution of his discoveries relating 10 ' “ 
nervous system. Previous to his time, the most tor ‘‘ u '^ 
notions prevailed as to the functions of the nerves, an t i 
branch of study was little more advanced than it had been 
in the times of Democritus and Anaxagoras three thousand 
years before. Sir Charles Bell, in the valuable sene- ot 
papers the publication of which was commenced in 
took an entirely original view of the subject, based upon a 
long series of careful, accurate, and oft-repeated ex P er; 
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ments. Elaborately tracing the development of the nervous 
system up from the lowest order of animated being, to man 
-the lord of the animal kingdom,— he displayed it, to use 
ks own words, as plainly as if it were written in our 
mother-tongue." His discovery consisted in the fact, that 
the spinal nerves are double in their function, and arise by 
doub.e roots from the spinal marrow,— volition being con- 
veyed by that part of the nerves springing from, the one root, 
and sensatton by the other. The subject occupied the mind 
, ,‘ r ar eS BeI1 for a Period of forty years, when, in 1840, 

ases of H T bef ° re tHe R ° yaI Society ' As in the 

se> of Harvey and Jenner, when he had lived down the 

ucule and opposition with which his views were first - 

claim's” f anC . tlieir , lruth came t0 be recognised, numerous 
hom • T Bnonty ln makin g the discovery were set up at 
Du , , a " d abr r ° ad - Like th em, too, he lost practice by the 
pubkation of his papers ; and he left it on record that, 

harder 7 Sk ' P m hiS dlscovei 7 > be was obliged to work 
The tnv-n n P reserve his reputation as a practitioner, 

fullv r C mer f 01 Sir Charles Bel1 w «e, however, at length 
Z :iTr d V and Cuvier himself > when on his death-bed, 
the svn f aCC dls . torted and drawn to one side, pointed out 

of 8ir r!! T ^ attendants as a proof of the correctness 
01 oir Charles Bell’s theory. 

„ ” e< l ua by devoted pursuer of the same branch of sci- 

wili' " ? 1 C , ate Dr ‘ Marshall Hall, whose name posterity 

Duri,wH Wlt i ! h ° Se ° f Harve y» Hunter, Jenner, and Bell. 

“ le " 0 e c °urse of his long and useful life he was 
rare u aad minute observer ; and no fact, however 
pparently insignificant, escaped his attention. . His important 
w ill ?' eiy .° tbc diastaltic nervous system, by which his name 
> °r^ 1 ' known am ongst scientific men, originated in an 
ee iri ” y simple circumstance. When investigating the 
] eumonic circulation in the Triton, the decapitated object 
) upon the table ; and on separating the tail and acci- 
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dentally pricking the external integument, he observed that 
it moved with energy, and became contorted into various 
forms. He had not touched a muscle or a muscular nerve; 
what then was the nature of these movements? The same 
phenomena had probably been often observed before, but 
Dr. Hall was the first to apply himself perseveringly to the 
investigation of their causes ; and he exclaimed on the occa- 
sion, “ I will never rest satisfied until I have found all this 
out, and made it clear.” His attention to the subject was 
almost incessant ; and it is estimated that in the course of 
his life he devoted not less than 25,000 hours to its experi- 
mental and chemical investigation. He was at the same 
time carrying on an extensive private practice, and officiating 
as lecturer at St. Thomas’s Hospital and other Medical 
Schools. It will scarcely be credited that the paper in which 
he embodied his discovery was rejected by the Royal 
Society, and was only accepted after the lapse of seventeen 
years, when the truth of his views had become acknowledged 
by scientific men both at home and abroad. 

The life of Sir William Herschel affords another remark- 
able illustration of the force of perseverance in another 
branch of science. His father was a poor German musician, 
who brought up his four sons to the same calling. William 
came over to England to seek his fortune, and he joined the 
band of the Durham Militia, in which he played the oboe. 

T he regiment was lying at Doncaster, where Dr. Miller first 
became acquainted with Herschel, having heard him per- 
form a solo on the violin in a surprising manner. D*- 
Doctor entered into conversation with the youth, and was so 
pleased with him, that he urged him to leave the militia and 
take up his residence at his house for a time. Herschel did 
so, and while at Doncaster was principally' occupied in violin 
playing at concerts, availing himself of the advantages of bn 
Millers library to study at his leisure hours. A new organ 
having been built for the parish church of Halifax, an organist 
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was advertised for, on which Herschel applied for the office, 
and was selected. Leading the wandering life of an artist, 
he was next attracted to Bath, where he played in the Pump- 
room band, and also officiated as organist in the Octagon 
chapel. Some recent discoveries in astronomy having arrested 
his mind, and awakened in him a powerful spirit of curiosity, 
he sought and obtained from a friend the loan of a two-foot 
Gregorian telescope. So fascinated was the poor musician 
by the science, that he even thought of purchasing a telescope, 
but the price asked by the London optician was so alarming, 
that he determined to make one. Those who know what a 
reflecting telescope is, and the skill which is required to 
prepare the concave metallic speculum which forms the most 
important part of the apparatus, will be able to form some 
idea of the difficulty of this undertaking. Nevertheless, 
Iferschel succeeded, after long and painful labour, in com- 
pleting a five-foot reflector, with which he had the gratification 
of observing the ring and satellites of Saturn. Not satisfied 
with his triumph, he proceeded to make other instruments in 
succession, of seven, ten, and even twenty feet. In con- 
structing the seven-foot reflector, he finished no fewer than 
two hundred specula before he produced one that would 
bear any power that was applied to it, — a striking instance 
of the persevering laboriousness of the man. • While gauging 
the heavens with his instruments, he continued patiently to 
earn his bread by piping to the fashionable frequenters of the 
Pump-room. So eager was he in his astronomical observa- 
tions, that he would steal away from the room during an 
interval of the performance, give a little turn at his telescope, 
and contentedly return to his oboe. Thus working away, 
Herschel discovered the Georgium Sidus, the orbit and rate 
of motion of which he carefully calculated, and sent the result 
to the Royal Society ; when the humble oboe player found 
himself at once elevated from obscurity to fame. He w'as 
shortly after appointed Astronomer Royal, and by the kind- 
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ness of George III. was placed in a position of honourable 
competency for life. He bore his honours with the same 
meekness and humility which had distinguished him in the 
days of his obscurity. So gentle and patient, and withal 
so distinguished and successful a follower of science under 
difficulties, perhaps cannot be found in the entire history 1- of 
biography. 

The career of William Smith, the father of English geo- 
logy', though perhaps less known, is not less interesting and 
instructive as an example of patient and laborious effort, and 
the diligent cultivation of opportunities. He was bom in 
1769, the son of a yeoman farmer at Churchill, in Oxford- 
shire. His father dying when he was but a child, he re- 
ceived a very sparing education at the village school, and 
even that was to a considerable extent interfered with by his 
wandering and somewhat idle habits as a boy. His mother 
having married a second time, he was taken in cha.ge by 
an uncle, also a farmer, by whom he was brought up. Though 
the uncle was by no means pleased with the boy s love 0 
wandering about, collecting “poundstones,” “pundips, and 
other stony curiosities which lay scattered about the adjo.n | 
ing land, he yet enabled him to purchase a few of the neu ' 
sary books wherewith to instruct himself in the rudiments 0 
geometry and .surveying ; for the boy was already destine 
for the business of a land-surveyor. One of his marked c a 
racteristics, even as a youth, was the accuracy and keenne-s 
of his observation ; and what he once clearly saw he ne '^' 
forgot. He began to draw, attempted to colour, and pm 
tised the arts of mensuration and surveying, all without 
regular instruction ; and by his efforts in self-culture, e 
shortly became so proficient, that he ^was taken on a 
assistant to a local surveyor of ability' in the neighbourhood 
In carrying on his business he was constantly under tie 
necessity of traversing Oxfordshire and the adjoining coun 
ties. One of the first things he seriously pondered over, 
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was the position of the various soils and strata that came 
under hts nohce on the lands which he surveyed or traveled 
over; more especially the position of the red earth in regard 
0 the has and superincumbent rocks. The surveys of nu- 

^mTrth 0 " eS WHlCh ^ WaS Called u P° n t0 make, gave 
him further experience; and already, when only twenty- 

s Jarf,he°Ll’ C0 " ,eMp,a,ed maki "S a model of the 

«2re“Z d -, i n ' e, ; l,ing f0r a P^sed i» Glou. 
“S S ,h ! ? °l a . g “ eral la » occurr ed ,0 him 
the strata lying S h ^ 0 that dlstrict He conceived that 
ta ndLr S H C “ al were not kid horizontally, 
sa il! ' m ° ,le direc,ion - towards the east; ,e- 

r«peniVe,Tbr SCa, , e ’ Tn ° rdinar}r *«*“““* of 

of this ,h„„ , ! b ( Cad and hotter.” The correctness 

of the strata i C 7 ° ft ^ aPer con f |rl,,c d by observations 
“lias” f 7° ? araUel Valle >’ s ’ ,h = ground,” 

dorr-n' in an °7 01 “ 0 ° ,ite ’" Mng f0 ““ d “> “me 

ykilmZTZ reC “° n ' and *° siak helorv the level, 

having Type y • 0 11S views on a larger scale, 

management 1 of PP ° ir I te ^ l ° examine Personally into the 
ioll? n u m England and Wales - during his 

returning I from Eath to Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

eveTl e b i Shr °P shire and Wales, his keen eyes Ze 
and HC rapidly n ° ted the ■*«* 

his c ! ! C C ° Untry throu S h which he with 

companions, treasuring up his observations for future 

road alnn/ e °i°^ C / 1S10n Was SO acute > that th ougIi the 
th e rj o! u 1Ch he passed from Y °rk to Newcastle in 
the hilk fr ° m five to fifteen miles distant from 

as to th ' Cha k and 00llte on the east, he was satisfied 
anrl tVi Cir na *’ ure> ky their contours and relative position, 

“ reH rr^ ir raT !, gCS ° n die surface in relation to the lias and 
o ground occasionally seen on the road. 
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The general results of his observation seem to have been 
these. He noted that the rocky masses of country in the 
western parts of England generally inclined to the east 
and south-east; that the red sandstones and marls abote 
the coal measures passed beneath the lias, clay and lime- 
stone, that these again passed beneath the san s, }e ow 
limestones and clays, forming the table-land ofth eC ots«o( 
Hills, while these in turn passed beneath the grea t m 
deposits occupying the eastern parts of England. H 
further observed, that each layer of clay, sand, and bmesto 
held its own peculiar classes of fossils ; and pondering mu 
on these things, he at length came to the then nnheanM 
conclusion, that each distinct depostt of “™ e " 
in these several strata, indicated a distinct 
that each layer of clay, sand, chalk, an stone, 
distinct epoch of time in the history of the earth. 

This idea took firm possession of his mind, an 
talk and think of nothing else. At 
shearings, at county meetings, and at agricu turn s 
‘ Strata Smith,’ as he came to be called, was always running 
over with the subject that possessed him. He ha d 
made a great discovery, though he was as yet a man « _ 

unknown in the scientific world. He proceeded ^pro- 
ject a map of the stratification of Eng an , 
some time deterred from proceeding with 
occupied in carrying out the works o t e , , t s j x 
coal canal, which engaged him for a peno in 

years. He continued, nevertheless, to be u 
his observation of facts ; and he became so exper 
hending the internal structure of a district and 
the lie of the strata from its external con S ura . {enS ; ve 
he was often consulted respecting the drainage o - 
tracts of land, in which, guided by his geologit a 110 - ve 
he proved remarkably successful, and acquire an ex 
reputation. 
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°n e day, when looking over the cabinet collection of 
fossik belonging to the Rev. Samuel Richardson, at Rath 
mith astonished his friend by suddenly disarranging his 

SS?, and re ' arranging the f0ssjs in ^ Sratb 

Se ’ Saj ; m g--“ These came from the blue lias, 

2E t r g sand and freestone > these fr ° m * e 

A new li ? h / h , heSC ° m the Bath buildin 6 stone.” 
shortly W UP ° n Mr ‘ Richardson ’ s mind, and he 

doctrine The * V*" 1 bdiever in William Smith ’ s 

'asilv rn • f e0 0glStS of the day were not, however, so 

h a „ ul? ; i an / k ^ SCarCd ^ to be “ 
ihel he sc en r Sh ° U,d P retend t0 

eye and mTnd t S ^ BUt William Smith bad an 
earth ■ lie « ? penetrate dee P beneath the skin of the 

dinned it VCry fibre and skeleton > and, as it were 

the nei^hllTn H ' S knowled S e of the strata in 
when Jmn ? ^ d l th WaS S ° accurate > that one evening, 
d£ed to g M r p n° U f ° f thC ReV ' J° S£ P h To-nsend, he 
their order J Rlchardson the ditferent strata according to 
in number SUCCession ln descending order, twenty-three 
continuous ^°? nra ® ncing with the chalk and descending in 
ZZ LTV° Wn t0 the COaI ’ below which the strata 
list of the SUfficiendy determined. To this was added a 

in the s-vem? T remark ; able f0SS ' ls which had been gathered 

sively ci^tedlZou^ T1US ^ ***** CXten ’ 

trick e as n tl 1 i de / min ^ t0 trace out the strata through dis- 
reach F " r ° m Batb 35 bis means would enable him to 
foot snnw yCarS , journeyed to and ho, sometimes on 
coaches ' mes on 10r seback, riding on the tops of stage 
had t; , 0f “T maki "8 “P by night-tavelling the time he 
eneatrprr, T ^ S ° 35 not to pad * n bis ordinary business 
ZTS , When l,e ™* professionally called away to 
frorn R r ° m bome as > f° r instance, when travelling 
to Holkham, in Norfolk, to direct the irrigation 
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and drainage of Mr. Coke’s land in that county-he rode on 
horseback, making frequent detours from ™ a pr d 
the geological features of the country which he tnnerse . 

For several years he was thus engaged m his journeys 
to distant quarters in England and Ireland, to c ex en^ 
upwards of ten thousand miles yearly ; and 1 ' 
this incessant and laborious travelling, that he contn 
commit to paper his fast-growing 
he riehtlv regarded as a new science, 
howsoever trivial it might appear, was neglected, 
opportunity of collecting fresh facts was overlooked « he 
ever he couid, he possessed ^“*^3 
natural and artificial sections, drew t 

of eight yards to the inch and “f " Xstratios. 
keenness of observation take die fo 8 t _ he 

When making one of his geolog u. a excu 0 f 

country near Woburn, as he ^ 
the Dunstable chalk hills, he observed to ^ 00^ 

“ If there be any broken ground about t eded f ar , 

we may find shark’s teeth;" and tney a n a neW 

before they picked up six from the whffe bank 
fence-ditch. As he afterwards -> d ° ^ in my niind, 
of observation crept on me, gained < started up in 

became a constant associate of my life, a J 

activity at the first thought of a J oum ^ * ometimes with 
rally went off well prepared with maps, an roa d, 

contemplations on its objects, or on os mind wa s, 
reduced to wridng before it commenced. y red for 
therefore, like the canvas of a painter, we p P 

the first and best impressions.” . , ab i e industry, 

Notwithstanding his courageous and mdeiat g ise j 

many circumstances contributed to prev ent 
publication of William Smith’s ‘ Map of e f. wJS 
land and Wales,’ and it was not until 1814 ^ 

enabled, by the assistance of some friends, to gi 
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world the fruits of his twenty years’ incessant labour. To 
prosecute his inquiries, and collect the extensive series of facts 
and observations requisite for his purpose, he had to expend 
the whole of the profits of his professional labours during that 
peno , and he even sold off his small property to provide 
e means of visiting remoter parts of the island. Meanwhile 
C a e:iterec * on a quarrying speculation near Bath, which 
prove unsuccessful, and he was under the necessity of 
selling his geological collection (which was purchased by. 
the British Museum), his furniture and library, reserving 
only his papers, maps, and sections, which were useless 

T If ' ' ,ore ^' S l° ss es and misfortunes with 
e m a f de; and amJdst al]) he went on wQrking 

v .1 eenul courage and untiring patience. He died at 

them' 11 ^ August, 1839, while on his way to attend 
the meeting of the British Association at Birmingham. 

it is difficult to speak in terms of too high praise of the 
^ geological map of England, which we owe to the industry 

„ ,i C rf 0US man ° f sc * ence - An accomplished writer 
* ’ 1 v as a work so masterly in conception and so 

. in general outline, that in principle it served as a 
T ? 1S J 101 on] y f °r the production of later maps of the British 
wnrn S ’ v Ut '" 0r S e °l°gical maps of all other parts of the 
m ’ "<• Cr L eVer tliey ,' iave ^ een undertaken. In the apart- 
seen-— 0 1 le Geological Society Smith’s map may yet be 
far r a g I" eat hlstorica l document, old and worn, calling 
thp en , e . Vta lts f a ded tints. Let any one conversant with 
- . ) U Je a! 5° mpare d with later works on a similar scale, 
l v e ' V1 nc ^ that in all essential features it will not suffer 
rock 6 ^°" 1 . par ‘ son tiie intricate anatomy of the Silurian 
, c 0 . es and the north of England by Murchison 

e gwick being the chief additions made to his great 
nera zations. * 1 he genius of the Oxfordshire surveyor 

* ‘Saturday Review,’ July 3rd, 1S58. 
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did not fail to be duly recognised and honoured by men 
of science during his lifetime. In 1831 the Geological 
Society of London awarded to him the Wollaston medal, 
“ in consideration of his being a great original discoverer in 
English geology, and especially for his being the first in 
this country to discover and to teach the identification of 
strata, and to determine their succession by means of their 
imbedded fossils.” William Smith, in his simple, earnest way, 
gained for himself a name as lasting as the science he loved 
so well. To use the words of the writer above quoted, 
“ Till the manner as well as the fact of the first appearance 
of successive forms of life shall be solved, it is not easy to 
surmise how any discovery can be made in geology equal 
in value to that which we owe to the genius of William 
Smith.” 

Hugh Miller was a man of like observant faculties, who 
studied literature as well as science with zeal and success. 
The book in which he has told the story 1 of his life, (‘My 
Schools and Schoolmasters ’), is extremely interesting, and 
calculated to be eminently useful. It is the history of the 
formation of a truly noble character in the humblest condi- 
tion of life ; and inculcates most powerfully the lessons of 
self-help, self-respect, and self-dependence. W bile Hugh was 
but a child, his father, who was a sailor, was drowned at sea, 
and he was brought up by his widowed mother. He had a 
school training after a sort, but his best teachers were the boys 
with whom he played, the men amongst whom lie worked, 
the friends and relatives with whom he lived. He read 
much and miscellaneously, and picked up odd sorts oi 
knowledge from many quarters, — from workmen, carpenters, 
fishermen and sailors, and above all, from the old boulders 
strewed along the shores of the Cromarty Frith, bith 
a big hammer which had belonged to his great-grandfather; 
an old buccaneer, the boy went about chipping the stones, 
and accumulating specimens of mica, porphyry, garnet, 
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and such like. Sometimes he had a day in the woods, and 

there, too, the boy’s attention was excited by the peculiar 

geological curiosities which came in his way. While search 

“gamong the rocks on the beach, he was sometimes asked' 

SrtswJl, 7 servants wh ° came to load their 

stane S ”hr eed ’ he “ WaS gettin ’ siller in the 

nes, but was so unlucky as never to be able to answer in 

to the r: e f 1, W 'T ° f a su,table a S e he wns apprenticed 
a ,„,"‘ * ld c hlS , cVj,c '~ that o f a working stonemason ; 
“ T* hls hb °™s career * a quarry looking out 
Fnth ; ™> quarry proved one of his 
it wj ' Tbe ""'“■table geological formations which 
d,s P bl ! ,ed “wakened his curiosity. The bar of deen-red 

Sd tT’ “ d ,hC b “ “ f clay above, 6 were 

mi l v y r Ung quarryman ’ who even in such unpro- 

S tlT 0Und mi,,er f0r ° b "™‘ i °" a " d reaecttan. 
diflerp ? Cn Saw nothin & he detected analogies 

“ s2 ifl Pucubartties, which set him .-thinktag! 

diligent and ”0 ’’ ^ 3nd hlS mlnd open; was sober, 

"totaaTtoX'™ 85 ‘ hiS ^ the SOTet ° f his 

oreai C ^! ity WaS Mdted lnd ke P' alive b 7 ‘ ba curious 

fishes fem '"j’ P nncl P a iiy °f °ld and extinct species of 
coast’ hv 1 and ammomt;es > w hich were revealed along the 
the stroke rf * washmg ? of the wave s, or were exposed by 
subject- 1 lsmason shammer. He never lost sight of the 
Darina fX U -" ent ° n accumu l a ting observations and com- 
no Iona rniatl0ns ! untl1 at len gth, many years afterwards, when 
j ntere i n r a W °. rking mason > he gave to the world his highly 
esS Sl ° n thC ° ld Red Sands tone, which at once 
work un U f k'V epUtatl ° n aS a scientific geologist But this 
research ° f long years of P atient observation and 

, s e modestly states in his autobiography, “the 

resea m f nt: to "h'ch I lay claim in the case is that of patient 
rC a mer ‘t in which whoever wills may rival or surpass 
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me; and this humble faculty of patience, when rightly 
developed, may lead to more extraordinary developments 

of idea than even genius itself.” 

The late John Brown, the eminent English geologist, 
was, like Miller, a stonemason in his early life, serving an 
apprenticeship to the trade at Colchester, and afterwards 
working as a journeyman mason at Norwich. He began 
business as a builder on his own account at Colchester, 
where by frugality and industry he secured a competency. 
It was while working at his trade that his attention was fir. 
drawn to the study of fossils and shells ; and he proceeded 
to make a collection of them, which afterwards grew m.o 
one of the finest in England. His researches along the 
coasts of Essex, Kent, and Sussex brought to light some 
magnificent remains of the elephant and rhinoceros, 
most valuable of which were presented by him to fhe Bn 
Museum. During the last few years of his life he devoted 
considerable attention to the study of the Foramimfe 
chalk, respecting which he made several interesting i - 
coveries. His life was useful, happy, and honouie , 
he died at Stanway, in Essex, in November 1859, at 

ripe age of eighty years. , , t 

Not long ago, Sir Roderick Murchison disco 

Thurso, in the far north of Scotland, a profound £ e ° . 

the person of a baker there, named Robert Dick. e ” 
Roderick called upon him at the bakehouse m w 1C ’ 
baked and earned his bread, Robert Dick delineate 0 ’ 

by means of flour upon the board, the geograp ica 
and geological phenomena of his native county, P® in n 
the imperfections in the existing maps, which he a < 
tained by travelling over the country in his leisure 1 
On further inquiry, Sir Roderick ascertained that t e “in 
individual before him was not only a capital baker an 
logist, but a first-rate botanist. “ I found,” said the jesi 
of the Geographical Society, “ to my great humiliation 
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the baker knew infinitely more of botanical science, av ten 

xnr idid; and that there were -- 

lected sl? h P TT D : ° f fl ° WerS Which he had col- 
purchased but th had 0btained as presents, some he had 
L thty n l greater P0rti0n had been ^cumulated by 

Se mens^ “ ^ ^ of Caithness ; and the 

pec mens were all arranged in the most beautiful order 
with their scientific names affixed.” ’ 

oft^lTL M Ti ison . himself is an illustrious follower 

‘QtrterlvRev,V ^ ° f Science ' A writer in the 
man who' hi A " Clte , S Him “ a “ sin & ular instance of a 
never having had CarIy part of his life as a soldier, 

might have been off* • an ! age ’ °J disadvantage as the case 
a fox-hunting ™ ! Scient,fic training, instead of remaining 

native vigour *** Succeeded b >' his own 

making Hi! Untlnn g industry and zeal, in 

as U i^tl o1 f i SClentifiC fepUtati0n ^ is » wide 

plored and diffi n 'T™?' He t0ok first of a!1 an unex- 
ofml yea ffi p CUlt dl ? Ct at ho ™, and, by the labour 

in natii^grouns a T' ned i tS rock ' formations » classed them 
blage of r 0ss ii P ’ slgned t0 eat 'h its characteristic assern- 

firSt t0 dedpher ^o great 
henceforth cam W * geo oglcal hlstor y, which must always 

SO, but he aTOli J S f£ am f 0n their title ‘P a 8 e - Not onl y 
dissection of If a- S - know ledge thus acquired to the 

as to become T b ° th at h ° me and abroad > so 

which } iac ] f 1C f eo oglcal discoverer of great countries 

Roderickl u tr ^ been <ten * incog "it*.’” But Sir 
fatigable labourf' 50 " merely a geologist His inde ' 
tributed to,: branches ° f knowledge hav e con- 

“npletc ofKrau, fic ™ ™°” g * he m ° S ‘ accom P lished and 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Workers in Art. 


“ If what shone afar so gram!. 

Turn to nothing in thy hand, 

On again ; the virtue lies .. 

In the struggle, not the prize. — R. M. Wines. 

“ Excelle, et tu vivras .“—Joubtrl, 


a XCELLENCE in art, as in everything els , * 
only be achieved by dint of painstaking labour 
There is nothing less accidental than the pain g 
of a fine picture or the chiselling o a no 

statue. Every skilled touch of the artist s 

or chisel, though guided by genius, is the produc o 

was such a heheve, in 

industry, that he held that artistic exce once, ^ 

expressed by genius, taste, or the gift resolved 

acquired.” Writing to Barry he said, 'V hoever 
to excel in painting, or indeed any other art, mus t 

his mind to bear upon that one object from t ie m0 ^ 
he rises till he goes to bed.” And on anotierocc- ^ 
said, “ Those who are resolved to excel must go ^ 

work, willing or unwilling, morning, noon, am n e , 
will find it no play, but very hard labour.” But a ^ 
diligent application is no doubt absolutely necessary ^ 
achievement of the highest distinction in art, it is j- ^ 
: ue that without the inborn genius, no amount o 
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industry, however well applied, will make an artist. The 
pit comes by nature, but is perfected by self-culture, which 

schools' 01 " 6 avai than a11 the imparted education of the 

JZ if t? e artlsts have had <*> force their way 

jLtri “• ! e face 0f povert y and manifold obstructions. 

C a deT "f ^ at ° nCe flash upon the reader’s mind. 

^ ude Lorraine, the pastrycook ; Tintoretto, the dyer; the 

mortar^ ag81 ?\ th A ° ne a coIour -g rind er, the other a 
of bandits e atlcan i Salvator Rosa, the associate 
Gl0tt0 ’ the P easa nt boy; Zingaro, the gipsy 

Cs'ZT T of doors t0 bcs by his ““ ; cE£ 

succeeded in^’ l eSe ’ **!? “ :,ny other wei| -known artists, 
labour und ^ 1GVing dlsdn ction by severe study and 

our under arcumstanc 68 the most adverse 

beer born if & d * sdn 6utshed artists of our own country 
10 the ZtL P r 0n ° f Iife m0re than ordinaril y favourable 
were the son l r*TT Gainsbor °ugh and Bacon 

boTandS- fr° rkerS; ^ was an Irish sailor 
Romney ljj *t • a banker ’ s apprentice at Cork ; Opie and 
s °n of a small ^ J 0nes ’ wer . e car penters; West was the 
was a u- itri p Uaker farmer in Pennsylvania ; Northcote 

Reynolds n aker ’ J ? cks0n a tailor > and Etty a printer; 
lSS wafr and y Ukie ’ Were the sons <* clergymen | 
Several of C S ° n a P ubbcan > and Turner of a barber. 

nection *"* <*>&**'** «™> «m- 

Flaxman »» ’r ^° U ® b in a ver y humble way, — such as 
mented ►’ f° Se f \ ther , Sold plaster casts 1 Bird, who oma- 
and Gilni ^I art * n > wb o was a coach-painter; Wright 

carver an'd' ^inters; Chantrey, who was a 

who WPr . gl ( er ’ and Unvid Cox, Stanfield, and Roberts, 

j were scene-painters. 

distinct' n °i! ^ Uck or acc ident that these men achieved 
some , ? , by Sheer industr y and hard work. Though 

C 1!cve wealth, yet this was rarely, if ever, their ruling 
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1 56 Industry of Michael Angelo. 


motive. Indeed, no mere love of money could sustain the 
efforts of the artist in his early career of self-denial and 
application. The pleasure of the pursuit has always been 
its best reward ; the wealth which followed but an accident. 
Many noble-minded artists have preferred following the bent 
of their genius, to chaffering with the public for terms. 
Spagnoletto verified in his life the beautiful fiction ot 
Xenophon, and after he had acquired the means ol luxury, 
preferred withdrawing himself from their influence, an 
voluntarily returned to poverty and labour. When lC ae 
Angelo was asked his opinion respecting a " or ' '' 11C 
painter had taken great pains to exhibit for P rofit * “ ’ 

“ I think that he wiil be a poor fellow so long as c - 
such an extreme eagerness to become rich. 

Like Sir Joshua Reynolds, Michael Angelo was 
believer in the force of labour j and he held that .her 
nothing which the imagination conceived, that com. 
be embodied in marble, if the hand were made * o 
to obey the mind. He was himseli one 0 t ie ^ 
defatigable of workers; and he attributed his p 
studying for a greater number of hours than mo 
contemporaries, to his spare habits o vwg. 
bread and wine was all he required or e , 

of the day when employed at his work ; and very 
he rose in the middle of the night to resume 1 . 

On these occasions, it was his practice to x 1 e _ le . 
the light of which he chiselled, on the sumrrnt 0 j e< j 
board cap which he wore. Sometimes he was to ^ 
to undress, and he slept in his clothes, rea O t0 favourite 
his work so soon as refreshed by sleep. H e a a , „j ass 
device of an old man in a go-cart, with an - ^ ^ 

upon it bearing the inscription, Ancora tttipaio. 

leaming - . ,, . celebrated 

Titian, also, was an indefatigable worker. 11 . 

“ Pietro Martire ” was eight years in hand, ant IS 
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Supper” seven. In his letter to Charles V. he said, “I 
send your Majesty the * Last Supper ’ after working at it 
ajmost daily for seven years— dope sette anni lavorandovi 
quasi conhnuametite." Few think of the patient labour and 
long training involved in the greatest works of the artist. 

hey seem easy and quickly accomplished, yet with how 
great difficulty has this ease been acquired. “ You charge 
me , sei l u ' ns > said the Venetian nobleman to the 
sonptor “for a bust that cost you only ten days’ labour.” 
Vou forget,” said the artist, “that I have been thirty 
years learning to make that bust in ten days.” Once 
when Domemchino was blamed for his slowness in finish- 
ln g a picture which was bespoken, he made answer, “ I am 
continually paintiHg it within rayse lf.” It was eminentl 

(■•dlr^r?K C °l the UKlustry of the late Sir Augustus 
sk . ’ that ' he made not fewer than forty separate 

“ Rochester ’’ composido11 of his famous picture of 
... ■ Thls constant repetition is one of the main 

onditions of success in art, as in life itself. 

^omatter how generous nature has been in bestowing 
, ^ ° S en i u s, the pursuit of art is nevertheless a long 
but labour. Many artists have been precocious, 

noth' ° l l 1 1 ® ence their precocity would have come to 
ing. The anecdote related of West is well known. 

aW 0n,y r seven y^rs old, struck with the beauty of the 
P»ng infant of his eldest sister whilst watching by its 
e he ran to seek some paper and forthwith drew its 
the rai ' ln . red atld black ink. The little incident revealed 
a v- St and d was found impossible to draw him 

halTh ^ Cnt " ^ est m *6ht have been a greater painter, 
he not been injured by too early success : his fame, 
Jug great, was not purchased by study, trials, and diffi- 
uities, and it has not been enduring. 

. . 'chard ^ 'Ison, when a mere child, indulged himself 
' lratin S figures of men and animals on the walls of his 
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father’s house, with a burnt stick. He first directed his 
attention to portrait painting; but when in Italy, calling one 
day at the house of Zucarelli, and growing weary with 
waiting, he began painting the scene on which his friends 
chamber window looked. When Zucarelli arrived he was 
so charmed with the picture, that he asked lHVilson ^d 
not studied landscape, to which he replied that he had no 
“ Then, I advise you,” said the other, “ to try ; or you ar 
sure of great success.” Wilson adopted the advice studied 
and worked hard, and became our first great Englis 1 an 

Sir Joshua Reynolds, when a boy, forgot hl ^ les ^ 5 ’ 
and took pleasure only in drawing for which 1 bsfcfc 
was accustomed to rebuke him. The bo> for 

for the profession of physic, but is s rong 
art could not be repressed, and he became P 

Gainsborough went sketching, when a schoo ^>’ ; 
woods of Sudbury ; and at twelve he was a 
he was a keen observer and a hard worker, -no P‘^q 
feature of any scene he had once looked upon, escap 
diligent pencil. William Blake, a hosier s son^ei pL ^ 

himself in drawing designs on the backs 0 ^ 

shop-bills, and making sketches on the count* . - 

Bird: when a child only three or four 
mount a chair and draw figures on the ’ as 

called French and English soldiers. A box of co ^ 

purchased for him, and his father, desirous . ^ 

love of art to account, put him apprentice 0 
tea-trays ! Out of this trade he gradually raisd 

by study and labour, to the rank of a R°) a ^ to0 ]c 

Hogarth, though a very dull boy at his cs. ’ 
pleasure in making drawings of the letters 0 t ie ^ 

and his school exercises were more remarkable ^ 

ornaments with which he embellished them, t an ^ 
matter of the exercises themselves. In the atteff i 
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e was beaten by all the blockheads of the school, but in 
his adornments he stood alone. His father put him 
apprentice to a silversmith, where he learnt to draw, and 
a.so to engrave spoons and forks with crests and ciphers, 
rom silver-chasing, he went on to teach himself engraving 
on copper, pnncipally griffins and monsters of heraldry 
m the course of which practice he became ambitious to 
ineate the vaneties of human character. The singular 

resd "of 6 !!! reaChed b this art > was mainly the 

wluVh t ol f ervat ion and stud y- He had the gift, 
sec ulously cultivated, of committing to memory 

renmH * f ? tUreS ° f any remarkable fa ce, and afterwards 
fonn or'!!? ^ ° n Papef; . but if any Angularly fantastic 
of it nn ,r re face 02,1116 111 hls way ’ he woulcl make a sketch 
exnand ^ ^ 1 ” S thumb ' nail > and cany it home to 
had a , eiSUre - Everythin g fantastical and original 

manv attraCtl ° n ^ him ’ 2nd he wandered int ° 

character °p P 2CeS f ° r the P ur P ose of meeting with 
afterwards n i^ Careful storin S of his mind, he was 
and trenc ^ f d t0 Cr ° W<3 an immense amount of thought 

Hlrttr SCrVati0n int ° his WOrks ' Hence * is ^at 

d£L* P,C are 50 truthful a memorial of the 
the tim ’ • C ™ anners ’ and even the very thoughts of 
observe T m Wh , 1Ch he lived ' True Painting, he himself 
b d| Can ° nl >" be lea mt in one school, and that is kept 

excerr inT BUt he Was n0t a highly cultivated man, 
the «]» a 11S °T n Wa ^ k ' His school education had been of 
of cneir ere l t . kmd ’ scarce, y eve n perfecting him in the art 
he w mg; HlS self ' cult ure did the rest For a longtime 
wnrL-*J m ' Ciy stra itened circumstances, but nevertheless 
contriv ", tb 2 cheerful heart Poor though he was, he 
with l '* ° " e w ‘ tb ‘ n his small means, and he boasted, 

Wh P dde > that he was “ a punctual paymaster.” 

en le lad conquered all his difficulties and become a 
‘ ° US and thriving man, he loved to dwell upon his early 
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labours and privations, and to fight over again the battle 
which ended so honourably to him as a man and so 
gloriously as an artist “ I remember the time,” said he 
on one occasion, “when I have gone moping into the city 
with scarce a shilling, but as soon as I have received ten 
guineas there for a plate, I have returned home, put on my 
sword, and sallied out with all the confidence of a man 

who had thousands in his pockets.” 

“ Industry and perseverance ” was the motto ot t e 
sculptor Banks, which he acted on himself, and strongly 
recommended to others. His well-known kindness induced 
many aspiring youths to call upon him and ask forhisadvme 
and assistance; and it is related that one day a boy caUed 
at his door to see him with this object, but the servant, 
angry at the loud knock he had given, scolded him, and 
was about sending him away, when Banks overhearing , 
himself went out. The little boy stood at the doo wrtb 
some drawings in his hand. “What do you w ^ n 
me?” asked the sculptor. “I want, sir, if you please 
be admitted to draw at the Academy.” Banks exp 
that he himself could not procure his admission, 
asked to look at the boy’s drawings. Examining - 
said, “ Time enough for the Academy, my it e • 
home — mind your schooling — try to make a e 
of the Apollo — and in a month come again am ^ 

it.” Thi boy went home-sketched and worked with 

redoubled diligence— and, at the end of the mon , 
again on the sculptor. The drawing was setter , 

Banks sent him back, with good advice, to wor ai . 
In a week the boy was again at his door, ns 
much improved ; and Banks bid him be 0 ^ 0< L., g ^ 
for if spared he would distinguish himse . ^ 

was Mulready ; and the sculptor’s augury' was amp : 

filled. , J Jjjjj 

The fame of Claude Lorraine is partly explauiea J '■ 
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he^ E fi 0ni ^ Cham P a S Tie ) in Lorraine, 
Hi! hJh / first a PP ren ticed to a pastrvcook 

Z hfsLt 0 r a r d ' CarVer ’ ^-ards P took t; 
indications of artisti^^ t “ d& HaVmg there shown 
the brother to aHow Ck! d t '" dbag deaIer P ersua ded 
He assented and h, company him to Italy, 

he was shortly after en^gerf h”^ reache ^ Home, where 

sca P e Painter, as his house-servam °t TaSS5 ’ • the Iand ' 
first learnt lancer... . . ‘ ' ' capacity Claude 

be S» *° produce ° f !* 

Ste Md °-r* t 

On rZ , rl JX h P :V” d , thereby rep,C " ish his ■>“« 

his works and his r ’■ ° Und an lncrea smg demand for 

He was ’nwearS nT™ ? ^ became European, 
aspects. It was his nra d S ^ ° f natUrC m her various 
time in closely convfn* SPC ? d a great P art of hi s 

1 eaves, and such like\vh° h f d ' ngS ’ blts of ground, trees, 
drawings by him inSn H ? ^ “ detaiI ’ kee P in S the 

in his studied landscapes^ HeT^ ° f i " troduci ng them 
the sky, watchino- it r \ 71 a so gave close attention to 
and noting the van f C ^ fr0m mornin g till night, 
c, ouds and the increasing T ° CCasi ° ned b >' the passing 
stant practice he J ^ d Wan,ng ,lght % this con- 

sur h a mastery of h mcT ; ’ although k is said very slowly, 
him the fir,, ' d “ d e ) :e “s eventually secured for 

Turner ? c s Escape painters. 

Pmsued a career ,^1 “ ' he En S lish Claude," 

tined by his father f u abonous ind ustry. He was des- 
cried on i n i onfl ° r ‘ S °' vn trade of a b arber, which he 
hoy had made of , ’ T’i ° ne day the sketch which the 
attracted the nn ,' a ^ ° f arms on a silver ^ver having 
'having the hn C ° f a customer "’horn his father was 
lias, and he ^ WaS Urged to adow his son to follow his 
'as eventually permitted to follow art as a pro- 
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fession. Like all young artists, Turner had many diffi- 
culties to encounter, and they were all the greater tha 
his circumstances were so straitened. But ie was a \ < 
willing to work, and to take pains with his work no matter 
how humble it might be. He was glad to hue h m elf 
out at half-a-crown a night to wash in skies in Indian n 
upon other people’s drawings, getting its supper 
bargain. Thus he earned money and acquired expertness. 
Then he took to illustrating guide-books, almanac , ; 
any sort of books that wanted cheap frontispieces. ™at 
could 1 have done better?” said he afterwar s, 
first-rate practice.” He did everything care u y ^ 
scientiously, never slurring over his work becau 
ill-remunerated for it. He aimed at learning - 
living; always doing his best, and never w ® ious 
without having made a step in advance l 
work. A man who thus laboured was sure to do — , 
and his growth in power and grasp of thong » 

Raskin's words, “ns s.endy as the mcreasmg ^ ^ 
rise.” But Turner’s genius needs no panegy ’ hed by 
monument is the noble gallery of pictures st listing 
him to the nation, which will ever be the most 

memorial of his fame. . » y t he 

To reach Rome, the capital of the hearts, - w 
highest ambition of the art student. u c ^ ^ 
Rome is costly, and the student is often P 0 ^ at last 
resolute to overcome difficulties, Rome may painter, 

be reached. Thus Franks Perrier an early french 
in his eager desire to visit the Ltema > ^jefings 
to act as guide to a blinu vagrant. A 3 Not 

he reached the Vatican, studied and became a . 
less enthusiasm was displayed by Jacques a ^ 

determination to visit Rome. Though oppose ^ 
father in his wish to be an artist, the boy "° u 
baulked, but fled from home to make his way 
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Strr ith ° U * ” ea " S ’ he "' aS soon re<, "“ d ■» great 
> t falling in with a band of gipsies, he joined 

r* to“2T’ “k Wanllered “ bollt with them !rom one 
;; .t° “Other, Sharing in their numerous adventures 

ir,r a r e r™ y c *‘ *** ^ “ 

r«ie, » W I Klge ° f feature . “d cha- 

C 'T rdS reproduced > “'"etimes in such 
ated forms, in his wonderful engravings 

Pleased" ivdt a h°hi s at lenSth F1 ° ren< *’ a gentleman, 

artist to studv S h7r US ard ° Ur ’ placed him with an 
Rome and Je find w Satlsfied t0 st0 P short of 

Rome he mJ^he , ^ ° n his way thither ‘ At 

who, on seefn. hi aCqUamtance of P°rigi and Thomassin, 
brilliant career'^ Cray ° n sketches ’ Predicted for him a 
having accidentally an ' St ' BUt * friend of Callot ’ s family 
the fugitive to returnT 0 ^ 6 *? h ™’ t0 ° k StepS t0 com pel 
such a love of wan ] 10me ' y tb * s l ' me he had acquired 
away a second \ Zl T7 ** he C ° Ukl n0t rest i » he ran 
by his elder brother *! a Sec ° nd time he wa s brought back 
father, LeL res i! ’ CaUght ^ at Turin ' At the 
sent to Callot’s an ^ Wasin vain > gave his reluctant con- 
sent HiS StUdieS at Rome - Thither he 

ing design and^ en d thls time he remained, diligently study- 
masters. o n V “!f ^ Several years > unf!er competent 
hv Cosmo II m NVayback t0 France, he was encouraged 
worked for seven i ren ‘ ain at Florence > "here he studied and 
he returned to h' ^^1 m0re ‘ 0n dlc death of his patron 
his bur^and need n y f ^ where > by the use of 
fame. When v ^ hC shortly acquired both wealth and 
wars, Callot 1 WaS taken by sie g e during the civil 
and e„rir/l qUeSted by Richdieu to make a design 
'uemorate the*d° 1 C CV ? nt ’ but the artist would not com- 

=nd he reftln a “'? ,Ch had befalIen bis native P Iace > 
his resolutin P oi nt-blank. Richelieu could not shake 
n . and threw him into prison. There Callot 
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met with some of his old friends the gipsies, who had 
relieved his wants on his first journey to Rome. Uhen 
Louis XIII. heard of his imprisonment, he not only released 
him, but offered to grant him any favour he might ask 
Callot immediately requested that his old companions the 
gipsies, might be set free and permitted to beg m Jam 
without molestation. This odd request was gran ted on 
condition that Callot should engrave their portraits, a 
hence his curious book of engmvmgs entided 1 
Beggars.” Louis is said to have offered Callo P 
of 3000 livres provided he would not leave Pans ; but he 
artist was now too much of a Bohemian, andpn^ 
liberty too highly to permit him to accept it ; and he aUimed 
to Nancy where he worked till his death. • 

may' be^nferred from the number of hie - 

etchings, of which he left not fewer than 16 . 
especially fond of grotesque subjects, whtc 
Jh great skill ; his free etchings, touched 
being executed with especial delicacy and w 

Still more romantic and adventurous was the 04 ^ 

Benvenuto CeUini, the marvellous gold worke^ P ^ ^ 
sculptor, engraver, engineer, and aiithor . hies 

by himself, is one of the most extraordinary auto > gn 
ever written. Giovanni Cellini, his filter . 

Court musicians to Lorenzo de Medici t0 was that 

his highest ambition concerning his son Benvt B;U 

he should become an expert player on ^ 

Giovanni having lost his appointment, oun 1 
send his son to learn some trade, and he « 
to a goldsmith. The boy bad already *sp h : s business, 
of drawing and of art ; and, applying boose mixe d 

he soon became a dexterous workman. t wa5 

up in a quarrel with some of the townspeop > 
banished for six months, during which perio 
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His indefatigable activity. j g - 

' Vlth .. a 8°Wsraith at Sienna, gaining further experience in 
jewellery and gold-working. expe rience in 

His father still insisting on his becoming a flute-nlaver 

h^detested 0 ^^ 1 ^^ X-TT ° “ * e t^h 

, ■ ^ 1S chief pleasure was in art, which he 

&drS USia$m - r Retl ‘ rning t0 FIorence - he care- 

Angelo and still fiT Le0nardo da Vinci a *d Michael 
in A ; d ’ Stdl further t0 improve himself in gold-work- 

X Z T f r * R T Where he - witfaX 

-on oC IV d t0 F1 ° renCe With the ^puta 

and his 3 L™ CXpert W ° rker in the Prions metals, 
irascible temper he “ *"* WqUe8t But being of a » 
and was frenLn’t] J 0nStantly gettin § into scrapes, 

Thus Z » m der thenecessit y of flying for his L 

taking refuse at Sie “ the dlsgulse of a fria r, again 

Duri v! £ T’ and aftenvards at Rome, 
extensive patronage re . Sldence m Rome, Cellini met with 

in die double cam \ ° r ° WaS t f^ cen ' nt0 the Pope’s service 
constantly studying 7 h° • S ° ds ? lth and musician. He was 
with the workt of the , himSdf by ac <l uain ‘ a nce 

finished enamel „ T He mounted Jewel* 

works in gold sllvef ^ and des,gne( - i and executed 

a!i other Atis’ts Wb T*’ “ SUCh a Styk aS t0 excel 

was famous n L “T he heard of a goldsmith who 

rain ed to surpass^him '°Th ^ immediately deter ‘ 

medals of one ’ , huS Jt was that he rivalIe d the 

a third; i n fart ename s of another, and the jewellery of 

iit did not feel A 7™ n0t a branch of his business that 
Work , ‘mpelled to excel in. 

should have f?*" 1 ’ 11 * S not so won derful that Cellini 

man oft^ *“• ‘° accom f« 50 “>“<*• ™ a 

move. At c actlv ity, and was constantly on the 

Rome • 'fsAA bme we find him at Florence, at another at 
to FloA, . 1 C !S at ^ antua > at Rome, at Naples, and back 
" again > dlcn at Venice, and in Paris, making all 
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his long journeys on horseback. He could not carry muci 
luggage with him; so, wherever he went, he usual y 
began by making his own tools. He not only designed 
his works, but executed them himself,— hammered am 
carved, and cast and shaped them with his own hands. 
Indeed, his works have the impress of genius so cleary 
stamped upon them, that they could never have bee 
designed by one person, and executed by a, J other> J 
humblest article — a buckle for a lady’s girdle, a sea . a 
locket, a brooch, a ring, or a button, became m bis hands 

a beautiful work of art. . • 

Cellini was remarkable for his readiness and dextenty 

handicraft One day a surgeon entered the shop o 
del Moro, the goldsmith, to perform an opera io“ 
daughter’s hand. On looking at the surgeons inrtnn*^ 
Cellini, who was present, found them rude am 
they usually were in those days, and he asked U t 
to proceed no further with the operation for a quar ^ 
an hour. He then ran to his shop, and taking a P 
the finest steel, wrought out of it a beauti u ) 
knife, with which the operation was successfully ^ 

Among the statues executed by Cellini, the m ° st 
portant are the silver figure of Jupiter executed ^ 
for Francis I., and the Perseus, executed in bron 
Grand Duke Cosmo of Florence. He also execi & 

in marble of Apollo, Hyacinthus, Narcissus, an P ^ 
The extraordinary incidents connected wit 1 anm Hble 
the Perseus were peculiarly illustrative of the 

character of the man. , • : on 

The Grand Duke having expressed a decided p ^ 
that the model, when shown to him in uax, cot 
possibly be cast in bronze, Cellini was immediately su 
lated by the predicted impossibility, not on y to a 
but to do it. He first made the clay model, baked 1 , • •• 
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of 11 W t' VaX ’ which he sha P ed int0 the perfect form 
b a l ‘ T' T COating the wax with a sort of earth, he 
and eJjr COV f n S’ durin S which the wax dissolved 
t i" r * f ’ T g thC SpaCe between the two ^rs for 
£ L T° n thC metal T ° av0id d ' stur bance, the 

he uCrV VaS C °, d in a pit dug imm ediately under 
the furnace, front which the liquid metal was to be intro- 

for it 7 P ‘ PeS 3nd apertures int0 th e mould prepared 
CcHini had purchased and laid in several loads of pine- 

be^n Th tIC f Patl0n ° f the pr0CCSS of castin & which now 

pi£ces of brass “ d 
soon in 0, u V hL The res mous pine-wood was 

pan of hp a / unous /laze, that the shop took lire, and 

wind bloivin r °° 1 "i 2S ^ Urnt ’ wllde at the same tirae the 

the heat and ^ * 16 P”” falling on tfie furnace, kept down 
P i,. •' ’ ‘ 11 P rev ented the metals from melting For hours 

“r2 ed '? k ' CP “ P * h ' heat, con, 

'U, that he f,V Wh at J lcI ’ g,h he became so exhausted and 
cast T he . Sh ° Uld die beforc statue could be 

of the metal^ i° rCe t0 ' eave to bis assistants the pouring in 
^emeta! when melted, and betook himself ti his bed. 

tress a worl^ 0 ^ WCre cond °l in g with him in his dis- 
“ r j 0 Q r p man S , U den, y er >tered the room, lamenting that 

hearing tJiis'^Ceir ''° lk r“ irretrievabl y spoiled!” On 
rushed^ to th P ° T , immediateIy s P r ang from his bed and 
gone dnw tu ",° r sbo P> where he found the fire so much 
gone down thatthe metal had again become hard. 

which had r° SS t0 a nei g hbour for a load of young oak 
fire hla ’ Cen more tban a year in drying, he soon had the 
wind 1 mg v agam and . tbe metal melting and glittering. The 
he n il VaS> 0we ' er > st ‘H blowing with fury, and the rain falling 
D : f ’ S0 ’ to P ro toct himself, Cellini had some tables with 
whi h i° tapCStry and °^ d olothes brought to him, behind 
C ' le " ent on hurling the wood into the furnace. A mass 
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of pewter was thrown in upon the other metal, and by stirring, 
sometimes with iron and sometimes with long poles, the 
whole soon became completely melted. At this juncture, 
when the trying moment was close at hand, a terrible noise 
as of a thunderbolt was heard, and a glittering of fire flashed 
before Cellini’s eyes. The cover of the furnace had burst, 
and the metal began to flow ! Finding that it did not run 
with the proper velocity, Cellini rushed into the kitchen, 
bore away every piece of copper and pewter that it con- 
tained— some two hundred porringers, dishes, and kettles o 
different kinds— and threw them into the furnace. Then at 
length the metal flowed freely, and thus the splendid statue 

of Perseus was cast. , . , , • 

The divine fury of genius in which Cellini rushed to 

kitchen and stripped it of its utensils for the purposes o ^ 
furnace, will remind the reader of the like act of Pal 1SS > 
breaking up his furniture for the purpose of baking to 
earthenware. Excepting, however, in their e ” 1 luMasn ’ 
two men could be less alike in character. e mi < 
Ishmael against whom, according to his own accoun , e 
man’s hand was turned. But about his extraor man s 'i 
a workman, and his genius as an artist, there cannot 

1 Much less turbulent was the career of Nicolas Poussin, 
a man as pure and elevated in his ideas of art as e 
his daily life, and distinguished alike for his vigour 0 
lect, his rectitude of character, and his noble sinipi 
He was born in a very humble station, at An e e) s , ■ 
Rouen, where his father kept a small school. ie ® ^ 

the benefit of his parent’s instruction, such as it uas, 
that he is said to have been somewhat negligent, pro e ^ = 
to spend his time in covering his lesson-books an j 5 ' s ^ 

with drawings. A country painter, much please wi 
sketches, besought his parents not to thwart him in his 
The painter agreed to give Poussin lessons, and e 
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made s^h progress that his master had nothing more to 

B f om .ng restless, and desirous of further im- 

,° USSin ’ at the age of l8 > set out for Paris, 
Pam mg s.gnboards on his way for a maintenance. 

his wonHp ^ ”7 W ° dd ° f art °P ened before him, exciting 
h-s ,ond and st] ]ating h . s emulation Hg wQrke | 

Pictures After”'! Ihne^he^^’ 7?/^’ and painting 
Rome and ZTlZ T’ reS ° lved > lf P osslble , to visit 
getting as far a- Fi° n 11S JOumey; but he onl y succeeded in 
second -m ’ f °^ ence ’ and a S ain returned to Paris. A 

successf! 7 I h hC Made t0 teach Rome even less 
CTev Jl timC f he ° nly got a * pa r as Lyons. He 

tunities for in ^ Careful t0 take advantage of all oppor- 

tnSerr ra : nt which came in ** L. 

Thus twelt US ^ bef ° re in $tUdying and working, 
failures and A }ears . passed > y ear s of obscurity and toil, of 
At length Pn lsappomtments » and probably of privations. 

*iS s ^r CC n dl ‘ d " reachi " E W * 

statues with 1 ° masters ’ and especially the ancient 

^ Li rr Pe ? Cti0n he Was 8*4 pressed, 
poor as himself ™ th . the . scul P tor Duquesnoi, as 

the antique With 7“*? ^ model,in S b^res aft er 
the most celehrS h,m he corefull y measured some of 
‘ Antinous : ’ and it hT** m . R 1 ° me ’ more particularly the 
considerable inti. . P p ° sed that th is practice exercised 
At the same ° n tbe f °rmation of his future style, 

from the life a!d'n 1 StUd ‘ e<1 anatomy ’ Practised drawing 
and attitudes 7 ^ ?** St ° re of sketches of postures 

his leisure 1 PC ° P 6 W lom be met, carefully reading at 

bom ZlTas. Standard b0 ° kS ° n 3rt aS he c ° uld b0 ™ v 

con^v^ timC , he remained very poor, satisfied to be 

tures for w hnt himself - He was glad to sell his pic- 

sold for eight 7* thCy W ° Uld bring ' 0ne ’ ° f a P r0 P het ’ be 
bht hvres ; and another, the ‘ Plague of the Phili- 
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stines,’ he sold for 60 crowns-a f 1 

hv Cardinal de Richelieu for a thousand. , . 

UnrrX and .easing 
suffering, Still a.ming at higher thing hgwen, to Florge 
and Venice, enlarging the range of his stud e ^ flf 
of his conscientious labour at lengt ^pp __^ s < p eat h 

great pictures which he now began o P ’ , « Testa . 

of Germanics,' followed 7 M "ibrlucdon of 
ment of Eudamidas, 1 the ‘ Manna and the 

the Sabines.’ . ew but slowly. 

The reputation of Poussin, however ^ 

He was of a retiring disposition an, ^ more than 
People gave him credit for being a minting, he took 

a painter. When not actually emp oy the designs of 

long solitary walks in the country, ® was 

future pictures. One of his few fnends whdejO ^ & ^ 
Claude Lorraine, with whom he spen * Y abQut art 
on the terrace of La Tnmt<klu-Iv on , c 0 f Rome 

and antiquarianism. The monotony 1 a 

were suited to his taste, and, f ™ ***£ “ le ave it 
moderate living by his brush, he ia ”° an( ] repeated 

But his fame now extended beyond > ^ 0 ff e red 

invitations were sent him to return to an ®- . _\ t first 

the appointment of principal painter to ^ ngn s ; 

he hesitated ; quoted the Italian prover , married a 

muove; said he had lived fifteen years n - j n „ buried 
wife there, and looked forward to t y mg . ec j to Pm 3- 
there. Urged again, he consented, am re fessiona ! 

But his appearance there awakene -Rome again- 

jealousy, and he soon wished himself back m 
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‘Sail, w Slfl ' ! “ me ° f his latest works-his 

“ !Xd % ", WOrk ' At fat he did " hataver he 
roral bool,. ’ S “‘ Jl as desl S n "'g frontispieces for the 

s &?:„rr larly r a Bib,e and 1 ~ 

esposmlated”: Mr d “ ,g " S ****** '>“■ « tag* he 
de Chanteloun * I T pOSS ' We for me ’” said to M. 
for books at a VoL ? “ " Same time at frontispieces 

St. Louis at the 8 - ’ a , a i' lcture of the Congregation of 

-a*! for rt~al SX f0r iha g ; lle T ^ 

lands and a feeble held f ' 1 have onl >' one P a ir of 

my labours be ££££%* “ * “P* - ™ 

.CSS e ” emi “ -7 SUCCess had provoked and 
»f leas “ *= end 

Again settled td , ? In Pans - to return to Rome, 

he employed himsAfd-r 18 h V mble dwelIin g on Mont Pincio, 

remaining year 0/ hTl ° fhisart during 
Privacy. Though snffe ’ ' ,ng m «"** sim P licit y and 
afflicted him he 1 * mucp from the disease which 

■’hureteCc °r ‘T* ^ «Nf. always striving 
becoming mo J a , In gr ° Wing old >” he said > “ I feel myself 
Passing myself and d TT in , flamed with the desire of sur- 
Thus toilinrr of r f aching the hl S hest degree of perfection.” 
!ater years IT n ! gg j lng ’ and suffering, Poussin spent his 
all his friend, ^ °° chlldren i his wife died before him ; 
absolutely atonr rC = 80 in his old age he was left 
in 1665, benueifh- ° m f’ S ° fuI1 of tombs, and died there 
°f his life am ln ^ t0 * S re ^ adves at Andeleys the savings 

behind him as Tie.? 8 t0 T° Ut IO °° Cro ' vns > and leavin S 
genius. * gaCp t0 1IS race > tbe great works of his 

examples in m ^ c h e tf er furnishes one of the best 

oc ern times of a like high-minded devotion to 
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art. Born at Dordrecht, the son of a German artist, he 
earlv manifested an aptitude for drawing and painting, which 
his parents encouraged. His father dying while he was tW 
young, his mother resolved, though her means were but 
small, to remove the family to Paris, in order that er son 
might obtain the best opportunities for instruction. 1 
young Scheffer was placed with Guerin the painter. u 
mother’s means were too limited to permit him to devote 
himself exclusively to study. She had sold the 
she possessed, and refused herself every indulgence, 1 
to forward the instruction of her other children n e * 
circumstances, it was natural that Ary should .wish 1 to > help 
her ; and by the time he was eighteen year 5 of age * a 
to paint small pictures of simple subjects, whici 
ready sale a, moderate prices. He ^ 
painting, at the same time gathering experience . 
honest money. He gradually improved tn tawing, 
and composition. The ■ Baptism ' marked a >>e » • 
his career, and from that point he went on advancing,^ ^ 
his fame culminated in his pictures illustrative 0 , j ’ 
■Francisca de Rimini,' ‘Christ the Consoler, .1 « ^ 

Women,’ ‘St. Monica and St Augustin, an 

noble works. ” savs 

“ The amount of labour, thought, and a c ’. ' f 
Mr. Grote, “ which Scheffer brought to t e p j,is 

the * Francisca,’ must have been enormous. f orce J 

technical education having been so imper ect, e gS> 

to climb the steep of art by drawing upon is °" n nffaee( l 
and thus, whilst his hand was at work, his mmC ", , „ n< jljnir, 
in meditation. He had to try various processes o _ ^ 

and experiments in colouring; to paint anc rep ’ , 

tedious and unremitting assiduity. But Nature ia ^ ^ 
him with that which proved in some sort an equiv ^ 
shortcomings of a professional kind. His own ee 
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«*n t' ed *f in “*« 

pencil.”* through the medium of the 

0% F'’ Wh0m ScheB ' <:r ">ost admired was 

Cwed°r “ d t ° afri "’ d ’ “ IfI I-™ 
■tacLa.Tm« S?” r y T *” ***" °f the 

■tong Fiax rajn . s "LX f VrFr C, '’' n8 * “ "" 

a humble seller of ,JnT ^ Flaxman was the son of 
Carden. Wh " rMdT ““ “ ^eet, Coven, 

his custom to sit W a u f SUCh an invaIid that it was 

by pillows, amusing himself vrith^ Counter pro PP ed 

benevolent clemvnL T S Wtb draw mg and reading. A 

shop one day, saw the ho T • ^ Matthews > calling at the 
inquiring what it was fo 7 1 t0 read a book ’ and on 
which his father had picked ud fo ^ C ° rnelius Nepos > 
sta ll- The gentlemar^ r, ‘ P f a few pence at a book- 
said that was not Z COnversation with the bov, 

he would bring himoniT The ^ ^ but that 

translations 0 f Hnmp a T 6 next . da y be called with 

proceeded to read with T — ^ Ulx0te >’ which the boy 
filled with the t • {T eat av tdity. His mind was soon 

theioS t! zz: hi : h breaAed throu ^ h the pa ^ s of 

him, rano-ed -d om th ^ S ^ CC0 A i a xes and Achilleses about 

Possession of h r^^h ShdveS ’ the ambiti ™ took 

** *"- thS r^estic heroes! d **“ “ d “ 

Proud fath^on^ 1 ^ 101 ? h ' S , firSt des 'S ns were crude. The 
the sculptor who t IT" S ° me ° fthem t0 Rou bilbac 
‘‘pshaw!” Bur T” 6 from tbem with a contemptuous 
industry an d nnf - b ° X had the ri ght stuff in him ; he had 
sandy at his hi J enCe , ; and he coobnued to labour inces- 

pow4“ In J A^r and dmvingS - He then ^ed his young 
noddling figures in plaster of Paris, wax, and 

Mr. Grote’s ‘ Memoir of the Life of Ary Scheffer,’ p. 67. 
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clay. Some of these early works are still preserved, act 
because of their merit, but because they are cunous a, th 
first healthy efforts of patient genius. It was long befcre 
the boy could walk, and he only learnt to do so by hobbling 
aiongupon crutches. A. length he became strong enough 

to walk without them. . , a ,i.„ r .s 

The kind Mr. Matthews invited him to hts ho » , 1 

his wife explained Homer and Milton to him. y 
him also in his self-cul.ure-giv.ng tarn lesso s m °ree anr 1 
Latin, the study of which he prosecuted at home JW « 
of patience and perseverance, . his drawing improve^ ^ ^ 
that he obtained a commission Ml .' 1 ' ^ 

original drawings in black chalk of subject m Home 
first commission! What an event in the amsts « ^ 

surgeon's first fee, a lawyers first r ^ 1 !^’ th e foot-lights, an 
speech, a singer's first appearance behind^ ^ rf 

author's first book, are not any commission, 

to the aspirant for fame " x "^‘rfer, and he 
The boy at once proceeded to execute 

was both well praised and well paid for * wor . Aca( jemy. 

At fifteen Flaxman entered became 

Notwithstanding his retiring ‘ S P 0S ‘ ’ were expected 
known among the students, and grt ,. - n ted . j n his 
of him. Nor were then expectations du PP ^ yeaf he 
fifteenth year he gamed the silver pn ’ . dypro phesied 
became a candidate for the gold who 

that he would carry off the medal to ^ ^ ]osJ . itj an d 
surpassed him in ability and in us >• was n0 t after- 

the gold medal was adjudged to a pc pi , out h was 

wards heard of. This failure on the par t down 

really of service to him ; for defeats t o no reJ ] 

the resolute-hearted, but only serve to ca (< , j w iil 

powers. “ Give me time,” said he to ris a » rec0 g- 
yet produce works that the Academy wi e P design^ 
nise.” He redoubled his efforts, spared no pain , 
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md made s,eady if not -p id 

Lfehoid. < ■ 7'““ " ' |,0Verty threaten ed his father’s 
rnd !.! ?' £ plaster - cilst trada yielded a very bare living ; 

i of Ld 7’ a'"" 1 reSOl “ te S ' 1Menial - c “' IaiI «l Ws 

ours 0 study, and devoted himself to helping his father 

*■* ° f , hK bUSi “ SS ’ He^tdfhS 

work in th h n th j P laster ‘ troweI - He was willing to 
father’s family deputa ™ of the trade that his 

the door To th ' a 6 f Upported > and the wolf kept from 
apD renlJ .^ IS drud§eiy . ° f his art he served a long 
with steady'^ T * hlm 8 °° d ' II famili arised him 
patience The d' ’ Cl ' Itlvated in him die spirit of 
wholesome dlscl P hne may have been bard, but it was 

in , deSign had reached the 
Repurpose of i.f. C y g ' V0 ’ Wh ° sought him out for 

china ami earth P ° ying ^ im t0 desi S n improved patterns of 
of art or su h a mVare ‘ * a humbl * department 

was not so A 8en ‘ US ** FlaXman t0 WOrk in J but * really 
while desimW 1 be Iabouring trul ym his vocation 
daily usTmaoiffrst ° r "*«*«■ Articles in 

every meal n" V P ? P C ’ Which are before their eyes at 
ind minister to ^ lhe vehlcles of education to all, 
mist may hus r g ' CUltUre ’ The most a ™bitious 
ountrymen ^L T * gFeater practical bencfit on his 

na y Sell for A n y e . XeCUtlng an elaborate work which he 
vealthv mZ ° f P ° Unds t0 be P^ed in some 

ight. S! g Wh ' re k is ilidd en away from public 
pon our eh' cdgwood s time the designs which figured 

Julexenitio ^ Stoneware vvere hi deous both in drawing 
id hjs on ’ and be determined to improve both. Flaxman 

JhnlieH 1 - 1 ° carr y out the manufacturer’s views. He 

mou r m TOm tlme t0 time with models and designs of 

nnauallvT 5 ° f earthenware > die subjects of which were 
P y rora ancient verse and history. Many of them 
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are still in existence, and some are equal in beauty and sim- 
plicity to his after designs for marble. The ceteta'ed 
Etruscan vases, specimens of which were to be found 
public museums and in the cabinets of .he cunous>m led 
him with the best examples of form, and these he e 
with his own elegant devices. • Stuart's Athens, then re- 
published, furnished him with specimens of the purKt-sh p 

Greek utensils ; of these he adopted the best and woM 
them into new shapes of elegance and beauty. Bama^ 
then saw that he was labouring in a great |n 

the -iromotion of popular education , an h 

after life, to allude to his early labours in this walk, by * 
he was enabled a, the same time .0 cultivate h,s love of , lie 
beautiful, to diffuse a taste for art among pe P ' 
replenish his own purse, while he promoted the prospen . 

his friend and benefactor. f 

A, length, in the year ,,U. when »^" hooK 
age, he quitted his fathers roof and rente morf , 

and studio in Wardour Street, Soho; and wh ^ 

he married — Ann Denman was the name of 
cheerful, bright-souled, noble woman she was. He 
that in marrying her he should be able to 
intenser spirit; for, like him, s e iac a . f her husband’s 
art; and besides was an enthusiastic admi f self a bach elor 

genius. Yet when Sir Joshua Reynolds-him If ^ ^ ^ 
—met Flaxman shortly after his marmg , ^ y {el , 

-So, Flaxman, I am told you are mame^ ^ ^ 
you vou are ruined for an artist. . an d 

home, sat down beside his wife, took : hw W ” )ohn , 
said, “Ann, I am ruined for on artist. it hap- 

How has it happened ? and who has done i has 

pened," he replied, “ in the church, and Ann 1’ . 

done it.” He then told her of Sir Joshua's remark ^ 

opinion was well known, and had often et.n exp 0 f 

if students would excel they must bring t e w 
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their mind to bear upon their art, from the moment they rose 
u n they went to bed; and also, that no man could be a mat 
a st unless he studied the grand works of Raffaelle, Michael 

pi™ ^ ° therS ’ at R ° me and Florence - “And I,” said 
^axnan, drawing up his little figure to its full height, “7 

5 '?> artiSt ” “ And a F at artist yo« shall be,” 

to make 1 G ’ andvisit Rome t0 °- lf that be really necessary 
to make you great.” “ But how ?- asked Flaxman. « WMk 

TJZTa T ined the brave Wife ; “ 1 will never have 
Jd that Ann Denman ruined John Flaxman for an artist.” 

Ron j° d f W3S determm ed by the pair that the journev to 

ZlTv De made When their means would admit. ' « I 

Ztl ' R0me /’ said Flaxman , “and show the President 

you Ann t n f0r a man ’ S g ° od rather than his harm 1 and 
)ou, Ann, shall accompany me.” 

durin^fiv 7 and happily the affec donate couple plodded on 
8^? _i 6 >ears m their humble little home in Wardour 

It was n^,^ thC l0ng j0urne y to Rome before them. 
"kZZ 7 S ' ght ° f f0r a m0ment > and not a penny 

^enstr T? ent ^ C0UW bC SavCd t0wards the necessary 
iea • sni - v j hey Sa ! d n ° word to an y one about their pro- 
to their own M 0 aid i 'r thC Academ y i but trusted only 
their object ^ l0VC t0 pursue and achieve 

works u ’ . lA ‘ nng thlS time F,a xman exhibited very few 
designs • butT marble to ex Penment in original 

raen^T bv tl, ^ ° btained fre quent commissions for monu- 
stiH worked fi ° f WhlCh he ma intained himself. He 
and on the °!k edgwood ’ wbo ^ as a prompt paymaster ; 
His* Jof .,1 L " *° C ’ 16 was thriving, happy, and hopeful, 
hono ^ ;? SpC(:t f blIity WaS CVen such a « to bring local 
the rite f ° Ca W ° rb upon bim > f or he was elected by 
Anne ! .f ye ? l ° coUect the watch-rate for the Parish of St. 

susnenJar. he m ! ght be Seen S° in g about with an ink-bottle 
. . e< rom b ' s button-hole, collecting the money. 

tn fetr riaxman and his wife having accumulated a 
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sufficient store of savings, set out for Rome. Arrived there 
he applied himself diligently to study; maintaining himset, 
like other poor artists, by making copies from the antique. 
English visitors sought his studio, and gave him commis- 
sions; and it was then that he composed his beautiful de p 
illustrative of Homer, /Eschylus, and Dante T 
paid for them was moderate— only fifteen shilling P ’ 
but Flaxman worked for art as well - money ; and ffie 
beauty of the designs brought him other fnen 1_ V ^ 

He executed Cupid and Aurora for the ““JLj of Bristol. 
Hope, and the Fury of Athamas for t . ed 

He then prepared to return to England hi t P ^ 
and cultivated by careful study; but before he * Ljg merit by 
Academies of Florence and Carrara recognis 

electing him a member. _ . he soon 

His fame had preceded him to Londo , ^ 

found abundant employment W bile at om q{ 

commissioned to execute his famous 

Lord Mansfield, and it was erected » " It stan ds 

of Westminster Abbey shortly after his s 0 f 

there in majestic grandeur, a monu " ,e “ / 0 wonder 

Flaxman himself — calm, simp e, am ^ 

that Banks, the sculptor then V ^ UJ 

exclaimed when he saw it, ims 

When the members of the Royal Academy 
Flaxman’s return, and especially "hen of Mans fi e ld, 

tunity of seeing and admiring his portrai - nun iber. 

they were eager to have him enrolle .^^/candidates’ list 
He allowed his name to be proposed . ghortly after, 

of associates, and was immediately _ ^ttle hoy 

he appeared in an entirely n ^ v cba ” Cte ^ asterK; ast-seller’s 
who had begun his studies behind P was n0ff , a 
shop-counter in New Street, Covent . alt| to 

man of high intellect and recognised suprema y 
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c A„T er of F T *° r of Scu,I>ture 

fill thit /lien . , y ' ^ nd no man better deserved to 

olt L mg i; f f Ct; fW "°” e is “ *»><= to instruct 

lemtwmu? ’ u r Sdf a " d by his °™ has 

grapple with and overcome difficulties. 

hirasel/^oS STS ^ h T y u ^ tad 

death nf it' •' ° SS wblcb be sustained by the 

to him Z\T: tl0n ^ r k Ann ’ Was a sev ere shock 
he executed his U , n ? Ved her several years, during which 

noble “ArchLlefMT 1 '' Sh,e ' d ° f Achilles >” “ d h is 
greats? VanqU,Shi " g ^...'•-perhaps 

heMtT'in'hir^etm”' r ° b “ St "“ n , somewl 'at rough, but 
with the diffi n- a ?? Ur 5 proud of bls successful struggle 

all!pmud ofht" WhlCH i beSet hlmin ea ^ ^ a " d > above 
child at Norm &t P end ence. He was born a poor man’s 

Z ; mem b0 ?r r T** Hi§ father dyi ”" when he 
used to drive an TS” ^ Youn S Chantre y 

into the nelhho T hlden Wkh milk ' Cans across its ba <* 
his mother’s CHS, 8 t0Wn ° f Sheffield ’ and there serve 
beginning of I T ^ Such was the humble 

strength 'that hi Career i and it was by his own 

highest eminp 1036 fr ° m that position > and achieved the 
step-father the ^to ^ ^ artlSt N ° l taking kindl y t0 his 

with a grocer in s/ aTij ^ t0 trade ’ and was first placed 
t0 him* hut hefheld - Th e business was very distasteful 

eye was attr-! Pa ? Sing a carver ’ s shop window one day, his 
irS b V he 8®“** “ides i, contained, atKl, 

released from ft! ‘ ° f be '“ g a carver ' he be 8S ed t0 be 
friends rone ! , gr ° CCry busmess with that object His 
and gilder f entcc ’ and he was bou nd apprentice to the carver 
a carver in° f Sev . en J rears - His new master, besides being 
models • t W'v ’ WaS a * so a de:der in prints and plaster 
studying JL antfey , at ° nce set about imitating both, 
great industry and energy. All his spare 
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hours were devoted to drawing, modelling, and 

and he often carried his labours far rnto the mght 

X his apprenticeship was on, -a. 

-he P* over to his master the ^ 

able to muster — a sum of 5°'-- t0 cance ‘ , He 
determined to devote himself to the career of 
then made the best of his way to London, 
istic good sense, sought employment as an Among 

studying painting and modelhng at lus > ^ joumepian 
the jobs on which he was first employed as a j 
carver, was the decoration of the din^ W 
the poet— a room in which he ^as in y . . out h is 
visitor ; and he usually took pleasure P | finds 
early handywork to the guests whom he met at 

"Returning to Sheffield on a p" ^ 
tised himself in the local papers as a pa P ^ ^ 

crayons and miniatures, an a so m . . n( j f or 

crayon portrait he was paid a gutnea bya cutler^ ^ ^ 
a portrait in oil, a confectioner p j n London 

and a pair of top boots ! J Jhant ’" ey _ nd ext time he 

again to study at the Royal Academy ; and next ^ 

returned to Sheffield he advertised him ^ paint p„r- 
model plaster busts of his townsmen, as jell ^ P 
traits of them. He was even selected o design^ ^ ^ 
ment to a deceased vicar of the town, a over- 

general satisfaction. When in London he used ^ 

a stable as a studio, and there he mo e e ^ gatan. 

work for exhibition. It was a gigan c passing 

Towards the close of Chantrey s e , * , - n „ j n a 

through his studio was struck by this m ( first 

comer. “ That head,” said the sculptor, • at jt in 
thing that I did after I came to London. cQul( j t hen 

a garret with a paper cap on my head , anc as ^ ; t 
afford only one candle, I "Stuck that one m m) 
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; Zed '■ on i, with 

the Academv t u " SaW alld admired this h “ d at 
for the y Exhlbltl0n > a «d recommended Chantrey 

the NavalTsvlu 1 /r bUStS ° ff ° Ur admirals ’ re( l uired 
others anH ^ ■ m 3 ^ reenw r c h- This commission led to 

befom he h h"*"* ^ ^ Up ‘ But ^ eight years 

head of Horne Tr»o? med S/ ' *** modellin &' His famous 

his own , °°ke was such a success that, according to 

'o i’,ooo/.^ C0 '""' 11 br0 “ sl>t hlm commissions amounting 

and ' rSy eamedZ b “ ^ had worked l,ard ’ 

amongst sixteen r sood fortune - He was selected from 

HI. for the city „7Co„ t0 A"?' 6 StltUe ° f Ge ° rge 
duced the n ■ ■ ^ ndon - A few years later, he pro- 

now LichfcM ' CathT'Z' ° f ‘ hC S ‘ eeping Chi ‘ dren ' 
and beauty and th C r & ’ j WOrk ° f great tend <?mess 

-sing ho’nou^ W T hiS Was ° ne of - 

industry, and steirW ’ ^ pros P enty - His patience, 
he achieved his ,/ \ perseverance were the means by which 
and his sounH greatness ‘ Nature endowed him with genius 
as a S S H 6 Cnab,ed him t0 empl °y the P^cious gift 
amongst whom h? prUdent and shrewd > like ‘he men 
panied him on W '™ S bom; the P°cket-book which accom- 
art, records of T i t0Ur containin S mingled notes on 
marble. His , C a ' J ex P enses . and the current prices of 
subjects CTeat WCre simple ’ and he made his finest 
of \\att m w mere force of simplicity. His statue 
consummating r ndSWOrth . church > seem s to us the very 

His generosity °u V ’ F* * ^ perfectly artless and sim P Ie - 

quiet and J rother artists in need was splendid, but 

fortune to He left the prindpal part of his 

art. K ° ya Academ y f or the promotion of British 

^'h 

distinct' llie honest and persistent industry was throughout 
distinctive of the career of David Wilkie. The son of a 
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David Wilkies boyhood . Chap. vl. 


Scotch minister, he gave early indications of an arts 
turn; and though he was a negligent and inapt a:M 
he was a sedulous drawer of faces and figures. A silent 
boy* he already displayed that quiet concenhated ene^ 
of diameter which distinguished him through hfe He 
was always on the lookout for an opportunity » 
and the walls of the manse, or the smooth sand th 
side, were alike convenient for his purpose. Any ort a 
tool would sene him; like Giotto, he toond. P« d ® 

a burn, stick a prepared he 
the subject for a picture m every is mark 

met. When he visited a house he gen . ^ w 

on the walls as an indication of his presen ^ ^ 

the disgust of cleanly housewives. In short, (< „ 

the aversion of his father, the ^ 
profession of painting, Wilkie s s ron a wor king his 

to be thwarted, and he became an , e f e cted 

way manfully up the steep of adm 4 ion tothe 

on his first application as a candidate ^ness 

Scottish Academy, at Edinburgh, on account 
and inaccuracy ot his mtroduct 0 ^ ’ But his pro- 
in producing better, until he * diligently to the 

gress was slow. He appliec im ' s die deter- 

drawing of the human figure, an e confidence in 

mination to succeed, as if wit a r eccentr i c humour 
the result. He displayed none conceive them- 

and fitful application of many yout s w application 

selves geniuses, but kept up the routine >of -^^ 0 ^ 
to such an extent that he himself was afterw nce rather 
to attribute his success to his do ® g ® £*f S - ] e e i e ment,” 
than to any higher innate power. L “ pencil was 

he said, “in all the progressive movements 0 y - 
persevering industry.” At Edinburgh 6 ^ rtmit pa inting, 
miums, thought of turning his attention 1 P muneratio I1 > 
vith a view to its higher and more certain re 
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ta eve„ tany My into the ]ine ^ ich he earaed 
9il hTw d - Pa ‘, 1 ' h,S Pitlessie Fair - What was bolder 

Senhna r m h‘° 7“'“ '° Lo " do11 - on °f 'to 

presenting so much wider a field for study and work • and 

Polifidans^h 1 ] la ? anived in tOWn> and P ainted h »s Village 
Vmg “ a hUmbl,! lod ™ ™ 

».i^T wST,; he r ess ° f this pict “ rc > » nd com. 

ur P rijihlh t wi,kie io "« poor. 

i^ . P , h ch hls works realized were not great for he 
b« upon them so much time and labour that his 

Every nict° ntmUed COm P arativel y small for many years. 

hand notnV^ 3 and daboratcd ^ 

^ ? mCk ° ff at - a heat ' man y occupied 

until they finally 11-^’ retou ^ hln & and improving them 
nolds hi! ' ^ passed out of his hands. As with Rey- 

he eLelT Xu T* ' W ° rk! “d, Ik. hta, 

»w, but the£ t p' f ° r iS ki “ g £ li ? Ta,kersma >' 
was hi<5 nKi; , a P‘ Get us be doing something,” 

admonishing Te folf ^ rebukin « * he loquacious and 

Constable L I ; He . ° nce related to his friend 

Graham, the master of at the Scottish Academy, 

students in hi, d ’ was accustomed to say to the 

industry tn f “ If ** have genius, 

su PPlv its l P rove !t l *f y° u have none, industry will 
to be vi Pl T • S °’” said Wilkie, “I was determined 
also tfiiH y f mdust ] nous » for I knew I had no genius.” He 
fellow st H C ° nstable that when Linnell and Burnett, his 
^students in London, were talking about art, he 

hear LT . t0 ^ et as c d° se to them as he could to 
deal l Li Sa ^ d ’ <<Por >” said he, “they know a great 
since r no . w ver y little.” This was said with perfect 
first tL' ° r ^ dk * e was habitually modest. One of the 
win ’mgs that he did with the sum of thirty pounds 

e obtained from Lord Mansfield for his Village 
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Politicians, was to buy a present-of bonnets, shawls, and 
dresses — for his mother and sister at home ; though but 
litde able to afford it at the time. Wilkie’s early poverty 
had trained him in habits of strict economy, which W 

however, consistent with a noble liberality, as m 

from sundry passages in the Autobiography 0 

Raimbach the engraver. . , n 

William Etty was another notable instance of unfla^g 
industry and indomitable perseverance m art. f 
was a ginger-bread and spicemaker at \ork, an 
-a woman of considerable force and ongmahty of < £ 
racter— was the daughter ot a ropemaker. Y ^ 

displayed a love of drawing, eovenng walls 
tables with specimens of his skill ; his first cmyon 

a farthing’s worth of chalk, and this giving P k ing 

of coal or a bit of charred stick. His 
nothing of art, put the boy apprentice 0 lhe 

a printer. But in his leisure hours he went on ^ 
practice of drawing ; and when 111s time was ^ and 
mined to follow his bent— he would ) P brother 
nothing else. Fortunately his uncle an 
were able and willing to help him on m ^ ^ at 
they provided him with the means of entering 
the Royal Academy. We observe, from ' . stu dents 
graphy, that Etty was looked upon by his c neyer 

as a worthy but dull, plodding person, w 
distinguish himself. But he had in hnn 1 m j. 

of work, and diligently plodded his way upward 

nence in the highest walks of art. w hich 

Many artists have had to encounter pnvat on. 
have tried their courage and endurance to sunk 

before they succeeded. What number may tere d 

under them we can never know. Martin en ^ gjj 

difficulties in the course of his career such as pel ^ 

to the lot of few. More than once he found hmise 
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mnf ll isolated Z' It T g ' d 0 " “ S fat Pic- 

WreLrt tohkl T'S' °” °" e ° CCaSi0 " hefo “” d 

he had keet bet hls lasl sMing-a bright shilling— which 

ta found kiZZZ t T" 7 but at '“S* 

«o a baker's ehoe l e e “ hange “ <«’ bread. He went 
when the baker ,°L ? ! ta loaf ’ and was takin « ■' away, 
shilling to *T. a “ d “ f '° m him ' a " d b ack the 

failed Lin 4 htZ?n P T" The b ' ight shiUi "« had 

ing to his loduino- k CC !t Was a one ■ Retiim- 
maining crust ^o^’ ^ ramma § ed his trunk for some re- 
h Y the victorio ^ ^ h ‘ S hunger> U P held throughout 

h r p—d h, 

time famous 1 \ L ' PktUre ’ he was from that 
in despite of ^ **** ^ StS> his life P roves 

industry, wiU be L o ClrCUmstances - genius, aided by 
she comes late w 'ii P rotector > anJ that fame, though 
real merit ' "" “'““ately refuse her favours °o 

methods ivil| C faif U ! dlSCI|> ! me and training after academic 
take an active nrr m f mg an art ‘ st > un tess he himself 
>a.ed man Te Z **• highly culri- 

who was hr u 1 b main, y self-educated. When Pugin 

tha? he cort' “ P fate ' s b ad lean/ali 

fonnnlas, he still fn ° ar ' rhlt *= cture according to the usual 

he m , a”, ,l e4 he “ "“T* b “ ldde ’ aad 

discipline of I,h be S inmn ft and P ass through the 

ac-lfout i a co m ’ Y ° Un « P “S in ““ordingly hired him- 

first working f rpcnter at Cov ent Garden Theatre— 

“P°n the sirSeV VeT thCn behi " d ,hea 

work, and He t lus acc iuired a familiarity with 

d-verlitw of lu ^ “ ******* taste, to which the 
°Peratic esMhi .t mechanical employment about a large 
' lbllrn ent is peculiarly favourable. When the 
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theatre closed for the season, he worked a sailing-ship be- 
twMiT London and some of the French ports, cannon 
It the same time a profitable trade. At every opportunity 
he would land and make drawings of any old buddurg, a 

sure of the excellence and distinction which he 

"liar illustration of 23 

walk is presented in the career of George ^ L H e 
tect of the beautiful Scott t M cflling on 
was the son of a poor shepherd, P Amidst that 

the southern slope of the f^^Tenjoying 
pastoral solitude the bo> a n happened, however, 

the contemplation of works of art It ^ 
that in his tenth year he was sent on . ^ the 

by the farmer for whom his father herded she eft w 

sight of the beautiful castle and . chapd ^ on his m ind. 
have made a vivid and enduring tmpres^ ^ arc hitectural 
Probably to enable him to mdulg him be a 

construction, the boy besought his father ^ ^ g neigh . 
joiner; and he was accordingly pu P t j mej wen t 
bouring village carpenter Havin S ^ lodding along the 
to Galashiels to seek work. As • a carriage 

valley of the Tweed with his too s upo ’coachman, 

overtook him near Ehbank ower , ^ was seated 

doubtless at the suggestion of his roast , ^ ^ an d 

inside, having asked the youth how ar invited him 

learning that he was on his way to Galashiel , It 

to mount the box beside him, and t us to n ^ other 
turned out that the kindly gentleman ms ’ 6 duty aS 

than Sir Walter Scott, then travelling on his Keinp 

Sheriff of Selkirkshire. Whilst working at a as 
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had frequent opportunities of visiting Melrose Drvbumh 
burgh Abbeys, which he studW a2 “fflS 

^£££2 ? he T ked his «*■** 

an oppoSr JT nOIth 0f E " eland ’ " e «* omitting 

*"e Gothic bu y fld i„rs n L“r f tches ° f an > r 

manner , jn fl “T* «''= Mmster, and returned in like 
remained ( ' e nex * hnd him in Glasgow, where he 

bis spare fine “hedral there during 

»orkfng hi™vay tohe 1. '° E " gIand ^ ,his ttaa 
Chester Tin,! ^ " sou,h i studying Canterbury, Win- 

to .*4 

same object sunnrW f travel!in g over Europe with the 
Boulogne he nro Tlu ^ by his trade ' Reaching 

spendC'a^ and Beaurais *° *«£ 

place. His skill C k l S draWUlgs and studies at each 
of mill-work readilv I " eChan . 1C ’ and es P eciall 7 his knowledge 
went- and h«* y secured him em ployment wherever he 
mfe nethb^uZn y r Ch ° Se ^ rite ° f his employment 
studying whkh t S °T fine °“ G ° thic structure > “ 

^orkdn^vetand ^ ^ Mter a year ’ s 

He continued t abroad ’ he returned to Scotland, 
and perspective • ^ became a Proficient in drawing 

produced^ several R ? e ' r ° Se Was hls favourite ruin j and he 
of which exhihhi 6 ab ° rate drawings of the building, one 
engraved He ‘ ng 11 , m a “restored” state, was afterwards 
architectural a ° btained employment as a modeller of 
begun bv an F^k” 8 ; and made drawings for a work 
‘Cathedral .^ mburgh engrav 'er, after the plan of Britton’s 
tastes and ‘ *, q “ lties - lhls was a task congenial to his 
ensured it e aboured at it with an enthusiasm which 
over i,, r e P1 , advance J walking on foot for the purpose 
whilst co tland, and living as an ordinary mechanic, 
executing drawings which would have done credit 
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to the best masters in the art. The projector of the work 
having died suddenly, the publication was however stopped 
and Kemp sought other employment Few knew o. 
genius of^this Ln-for he was exceedingly 
habitually modes.-when the Comnnt.ee of the : Sc« 
ment offered a prize for the best design. The compeht^ 
were numerous— including some o t e grca se i ecte d| 
classical architecture; but the des.gn | 

was that of George Kemp, who was working a J 

Abbey in Ayrshire, many miles off, when t e 
him intimating the decision of the committee. Toot** ^ 
Shortly after this event he met an untimely death a 
not live to see the first result 

and self-culture embodied in stone one tQ literary 

tiful and appropriate memonals e\e 

g “ohn Gibson was another a«is. full of 
siasm and love for his art, whic.. p aC ^ natures to make 
those sordid temptations ^ lch ^^ ea born at Gyffr, near 
time the measure of profit H *■ u e ear ly 

Conway, in North Wales-the son of a garden . ^ ^ 

showed indications of his talent by t e ^ an d 

which he made by means of. a common . pocket t^ ^ ^ 
his father, noting the direction of his ta » 

Liverpool and bound him apprentice tra( je, and 

and wood-carver. He rapidly improve * was t j, u s 

some of his carvings were much admire • __ 0 j d he 

naturally led to sculpture, and when ei & lc attracted 

modelled a small figure of lime in wa *’ scu i p tors, of 
considerable notice. The Messrs. Fran > > ^ him 

Liverpool, having purchased the boys incen ’ n j uS 

as their apprentice for six years, during which be 

displayed itself in many original works. 10 ^ his 

proceeded to London, and afterwards to om 1 
fame became European. 
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Robert Thorburn, the Royal Academician, like John 

nnta";r'n T ° f T’ paren,s ' His father a shoe- 

‘ Dumfnes. Beades Robert there were two other 
»ns one of whom is a skilful carver in wood. One day 

a mere h* “* “ sl,oemaler ’s, and found Robert, then 

him for a mw 1 ’ 83 ! ” “ P ° n a st0<>1 «rved 

ahiH .. t f ble * She examined his work, and observing his 

ment in d herSelf in obtainin g for him some employ- 

X whoTu " enHsted in WS behalf the serv ices of 
The bov rr aSS ' St h ' m m P rosecutin g the study of art.- 
Lie 2 h Z ^.P^^king, staid, and silent, mixing 
Abo u rthe ve, C °? Jam0nS ’ and f ° rming but few intimacies 
him with the T83 °’ r C gentlemen of ‘he town provided 
ZZ \ h ! means of proceeding to Edinburgh, where he 

had thp 11 T a SU ' dent at the Scottish Academy. There he 
LdtL r ' Vantag !- ° f StUdying under com P e tent masters 
he removeTtn V Vh ^ h ^ made WaS rapid From Edinburgh 
advantage of b L ° ndon ’ where > we understand, he had the 

of t M o T°t m :Cd t0 n ° tice Under the Peonage 

that of , ) ? BuccIeuch - W e need scarcely say, however, 

givin* WmT ^ patronage ma >' have been to Thorburn 
°f no kind 1 " troductlon to the best circles, patronage 

unquestionably is vlf made . him the g reat ai *ist that he 

catL 7 ’ W h ° Ut natlVC genius and diligent appli- 

eaLTlt P Dunf P r th r WeUd T 0wn painter ’ be g a n his artistic 
for table-rlmh and Paisle >'’ as a drawer of patterns 

while work; mUsIm embroidered by hand; mean- 

drawino- of rtf 1 " lgent!) [ at higher subjects, including the 
to tunThk ^ i hUman hgUrC - He was - like Tu mer, ready 
mere youth kmd ° f work ’ and in *840, when a 

in illu'stn We / md hlm engaged - among his other labours, 
wav c t ‘ ? g tbe ‘ Renf rewshire Annual.’ He worked his 

unknown y -, St f P ’ Sl0w ?y y fit surely; but he remained 
unti the exhibition of the prize cartoons painted 
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for the houses of Parliament, when his picture of the 
Spirit of Religion (for which he obtained one of the hrst 
prizes) revealed him to the world as a genuine artist; ana 
the works which he has since exhibited suet as ^ e 
‘ Reconciliation of Oberon and Titania, Home, an 
bluidy Tryste’— have shown a steady advance in artis ic 

power and culture. , . 

Another striking exemplification of perseverance and m- 

dustry in the cultivation of art in humble 1* ■ P—* 
in the career of James Sharpies, a working * 
Blackburn. He was bom at Wakefield m Yorkshire, 
i8’5, one of a family of thirteen children. His father w 
a working ironfounder, and removed to Bury tc ,Mjrh 
business. The boys received no school education, b ^ 
all sent to work as soon as they were able, an for 

James was placed in a foundry, where he * 
about two years as smithy-boy. Alter that 
the engine-shop where his father worked as eng , ^ 

The boy’s employment was to heat and carry _ ^ 
boiler-makers. Though his hours ol * b ° u * nig ht— his 

— often from six in the morning until eight ^ 
father contrived to give him some little teachmg^te rjM 
hours ; and it was thus that he partia Uy 
An incident occurred in the course of hlS em P y desire t0 
the boiler-makers, which first awakened in i 
learn drawing. He had occasionally been emp oyed by ^ 
foreman to hold the chalked line with which h ^ ^ 
designs of boilers upon the floor of the woi ' rs I ’ ^ 

such occasions the foreman was accustomed o ^ 

and direct the boy to make the necessary imensio ^ 

soon became so expert at this as to be of consi era ' { 

to the foreman; and at his leisure hours at bom b ^ 
delight was to practise drawing designs of 01 ers j re | at j v e 
mother’s floor. On one occasion, when a ema ^ 
was expected from Manchester to pay the fami y a 
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^ h , e . had been made as dec ent as possible for her recep- 
on t ie boy, on commg in from the foundry in the evening, 
his usual operations upon the floor. He had pro- 
ceeded s ° me way with his design of a large boiler in chalk, 

found 1 T amV t d Wkh thG Visit ° r ’ and to her disma y 
found the bry unwashed and the floor chalked all over 

1 he relative, however, professed to be pleased with the boy’s 

st ry, praised his design, and recommended his mother 

and penefls. ^ ^ SWeep ’” aS She Called him > with P a P er 

fo^e C a°nd a k d , by br ° ther ’ he b ^ an to Poetise 

but d f andsca P e drawing, making copies of lithographs, 

SlW "S kn ° Wledge ° f thC rUleS ° f Pe4ectiv 
hotevtCltaV / ight 3nd ^ HC ™ k " d 

At sixteen h g dua J ly acc l ui red expertness in copying, 
-der to th£ BUry Mechanic ’ s ^stitution fn 

Who folk Tu he draWlng dass> tau S ht by an amateur 

a we k 7 V rade ° f " barber There he had a ^sson 
him to oW^ ee u m0nthS - The teacher ^commended 
on PaintW - l°? 1 hbrary Burnet ’ s ‘ PracticaI Treatise 

was under the ^ hC C ° Uld DOt yet read with ease > he 

his elder bm^^ 7 ° fgettin § his mother, and sometimes 

while t sit b" t0 / e , ad PaSSagCS fr ° m the b ° ok for him 
igno Jce Of the "arf ***** ’““P'"* ^ his 

contents of P ^ ? r , ° f , readin g, and eager to master the 
class at the B T * b °° k ’ hC CCaSed attendin S the drawing 

himself to i ... nStUute after the first quarter, and devoted 
he soon • ™ n S readin g and writing at home. In this 

and took ourt^ J ^ ^ entered the Inst imte 

to read it, but tl m t 1 SeC ° nd time ’ ^ WaS n0t ° nIy able 
ardentlvlrn ! ke wntten extracts for f «ture use. So 
four oVlot hC StUdy thC volume > that he used to rise at 
Passim r m the morn,n g to read it and copy out 

until £ a f Cr 1Ch hS Went t0 the foundr y at six, worked 
six and sometimes eight in the evening ; and returned 
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home to enter with fresh zest upon the study of Burnet, 
which he continued often until a late hour. Parts of his 
nights were also occupied in drawing and making copies ot 
drawings. On one of these— a copy of Leonardo da Vinci s 
“ Last Supper he spent an entire night. He went to bed 
indeed, but his mind was so engrossed with the subject a 
he could not sleep, and rose again to resume his pencil. 

He next proceeded to try his hand at painting in 01 , 0 
which purpose he procured some canvas from a draper 
stretched it on a frame, coated it over with white lead, ^au. 
began painting on it with colours boug t r° m a 
painter. But his work proved a total failure ; or e 
was rough and knotty, and the paint would not dry. In h 
extremity he applied to his old teacher, t e ar , 
whom he first learnt that prepared canvas was ’ 

and that there were colours and varnishes mad for the 

special purpose of oil-painting. As soon t ere ’ 
means would allow, he bought a small stoc 0 h ; m 

articles and began afresh,— his amateur mas er he 

how to paint; and the pupil succeece " a cop y 
excelled the master’s copy. His first pictur ^ 

from an engraving called “ Sheep-shearing, anc 
wards sold by him for half-a-crown. Aided by 
Guide to Oil-painting, he went on working hjs 

hours, and gradually acquired a better knowledg ^ 
materials. He made his own easel and P alette ’ P canvaSi a5 
and paint-chest ; he bought his paint, brushes, ^ 

he could raise the money by working over- rtW him for 
the slender fund which his parents consented to 
the purpose; the burden of supporting a verj 
precluding them from doing more. 0ften , he W . n or three 
to Manchester and back in the evenings to 11} " . at 

shillings’ worth of paint and canvas, returning 
midnight, after his eighteen miles’ walk, some 1 t 
through and completely exhausted, but borne up ir » 
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The further progres^oHlIT Tt 1 " Vincible . detcI ™nation. 
in his own words as m 6 aUg bt art ‘ st ‘ s best narrated 
author Z ’ C ° mmunicated by him in a letter to the 

^ a Land - 

after which I conceived tlJ vT*’ ^ ° ne ° r tW ° others > 
I had for some time thn if ? a ° f pamting ‘ The Forge.' 
to embody the concenti™^ 0 ? It, . but had uot attempted 
m ade a sketch of the cd • ° a draw >ng. I now, however, 
to paint it on canvas ^Th upon paper, and then ’proceeded 
interior of a large worl- si & P | CtUre sim P ] y represents the 
to work in, although not of° P SUCh ™ * haVC been accu stomed 

to this extenr a f ol T yPartlCUlarSh ° p - ^-therefore, 
outline of the ^’sub ect ff Having made an 

with it successful! v ’a l° Und i ^ bef ° re 1 couId Proceed 
Pensable to enable me ar ° W e< \ ge ° f anatom y was indis- 
°f the figures 1 ? t0 ddineate the ™««cles 
at this juncture and 1 ° r ^ 011116 t0 distance 
‘ Anatomical studies a ” i- P “ rcbased f °r me Flaxman’s 
at the time for i t c^ J ? t0gether beypnd ™eans 

looked upon as a '^ fr twenty * four sI »Mngs. This book I 
rising at three oVt , trea ' sure . and I studied it laboriously, 
occ4LT JtilT m i the u m0ming to draw after it, and 
a model at that f Peter t0 Stand for me as 

improved myself bv this C 7 ° Ur ‘ • Althou gh I gradually 

1 felt sufficient confirl practice ’ 11 was som e time before 
also felt hampered ] v ^ t0 g ° ° n with Picture. I 
which I endeavoured f my of knowIed S e of perspective, 
Taylor’s ?**** Stud ^ g Brook 

ing. While 1 S 10rdy after 1 res umed my paint- 

used to apply fo? e a ; n ^ ^ ° f perspective * ^ I 
hinds of smith J ^ ? btam leave t0 work at the heavier 
time required f °y, ** thC f ° Undry > and for this reason— the 

longer than th Heatmg the heaviest iron work is so much 
t than that requ.red for heating the lighter, that it 

o 


Digitized by Google 



James Sharpies — “ The Forge." 


Chap. VI. 


194 

enabled me to secure a number of spare minutes i® 
course of the day, which I carefully employed in mab g 
diagrams in perspective upon the sheet iron casing in 
of the hearth at which I worked.’’ 

Thus assiduously working and studying, J ^ 

steadily advanced in his knowledge of the P^es 
and acquired greater facility m its P rac ^ ce - he > ted a 

months after the expiry of his appren 1 ' Pj e notice 
portrait of his father, which attrac e Forge,” which 

in the town ; as afso did the p.rtur » 
he finished soon after. His succe. . of the 

obtained for him a commisston fn® * ted ft so 

shop to paint a family group. and f“^ tl , e ' lgr ecd price 
well that the foreman not only pa.d h.m he ^ ^ 

of eighteen pounds, but thirty s i ' foundry, 

engaged on this group he ceased . 0 ' ^ and 

and he had thoughts of giving up h ^ proceeded 

devoting himself exclusively to pa™ ’ head of Christ, 
to paint several pictures, amongs of Bury; but 

an original conception, life-size, an t0 occupy 

not obtaining sufficient emp oymen d income, he 

^ time, or give him the and go on 

had the good sense to resume *- th ; employing 

working at his honest trade 0 . , !( q-he Forge,” 

his leisure hours in engraving his picture _ the e n- 
since published. He was induced to com ^ en ^ anchest er 
graving by the following circumstance ]gt drop 

picture-dealer, to whom he showed th P it 

the observation, that in the hands 

would make a very good print. , h altogether 

conceived the idea of engraving it him , encountered 
ignorant of the art. The difficulties which he e® are 
and successfully overcame in carrying ou 

thus described by himself.— steel-pfe te 

“ I had seen an advertisement of a biiem 
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f es at which 

dimensions r l d ’ fixing upon one of suitable 

additional 4 1 ? mm , ed the amount > together with a small 
enmZ H 7 hlCh 1 rec * uested him t0 s ^d me a few 
fofj di ! °° S \ , 1 c ° uld not s P ec ify the articles wanted, 

engraving H T “ ything about the P rocess of 
tZ Tfn, ’ there duly arrived with the Plate 

spoiled bef Ur S rT erS End an etching needIe 1 the latter I 

the JT* USC - WhilG WOrking at the P** 

for tt bST S °/ iety ° f EngineerS 0ffered a P rem ium 
I determined m S ' gn f ° r “ emblematical P ic ture, for which 
the prize sh ° mp ® te » and 1 was so fortunate as to win 
where I olnn T 7 ^ tWs 1 removed t0 Blackburn, 
as -rn , d em P io >' meut at Messrs. Yates’, engineers 

time in • “ d COntinued t0 em ploy my leisure 

the emrravin "r pai ” tmg) and en graving, as before. With 

the difficulties I bUt 7 ety Sl ° W progress - owin S to 

tools I th P e . nenced from not possessing proper 

^ my ptl ete Tf t0 try t0 make SOme that 1 woCld 
making many that Ch after several fail ures I succeeded in 
1 also a C a : e i E “ ** COUrSe ° f my engraving ' 

glass, and part If th T/° r ° f a pr0per ma gnifying 
assistance A plate was exec uted with no other 

afforded tho ^ than what my father ’ s spectacles 
Pmpt L^ fi Ugh \ ,f™ ds succeeded in obtaining a 
incident 77 6 j was of the utmost use to me. An 

almost an Whde 1 WaS engraving the plate, which had 
happened that 7 t0 apandon it altogether. It sometimes 
able time i' 1 WaS ° bbged t0 la y it aside for a consider- 
attainst n ' T t” 0tber wor k pressed ; and in order to guard it 
with o'l S Tt WaS accus t°mcd to rub over the graven parts 
interv l r Ut ° n exam ini n g the plate after one of such 
snl a S ’ ^ound that the oil had become a dark sticky 

out T CXtremcly difficult to get out. I tried to pick it 
witi a needle, but found that it would almost take as 

o 2 
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much time as to engrave the parts afresh. I 
despair at this, but at length hit upon the «pedi«*cf 
boiling it in water containing soda, and afterwards rubbing 
the engraved parts with a tooth-bntsh ; and to my 
found the plan succeeded perfectly. My greatest 
no. over, patience and perseverance .ere £ 
needed to bring my labours to a successful I w • I ^ 
neither advice nor assistance from any one ^ 
plate If. therefore, the work possess any merit, 
it as my own; and if in its accomplishment I have 
bitted .0 show what can be done by 
and determination, it is all the honour I «* to J=; 

"'„,d be beside our purpose .0 enter 
criticism of “The Forge” as an > joml *. 

having been already fully recognise X leisure 

The execution of the work occupied Stan** 
evening hours during a penod of five years a » > 

when he took the plate to the printer 
time saw an engraved plate produced j , vea dil 

To this unvarnished picture of industry an g ^ ^ 
one other trait, and it is a domestic one. 
married seven years,” says he, “and durmg 
greatest pleasure, after I have fimshe my *y f - requent ly 
foundry, has been to resume my pencil or g» ^ 

until a late hour of the evening, my wife ™ boo k, ! ’ 

by my side and reading to me Irom i some c0in moii 

— a simple but beautiful testimonj t y , ■ m0S t 

sense as well as the genuine right-heartedness of this 

interesting and deserving workman. found 

The same industry and application w K ■ * painting 
to be necessary in order to acquire excellence i 
and sculpture, are equally required in the sister 0 f 

— the one being the poetry of form and co our, arii j 

the sounds of nature. Handel was an indefatigab. 
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enert he WaS never cast dovvn by defeat, but his 

him. wT t0 mCreaSC the m ° re that adver sity struck 
debtor 1 L" P1 ' ey - t0 WS mortifi ^tions as an insolvent 
r 1 ’ ' , dld ( c not glve way for a moment, but in one year 
his •T' 6 s ® aul >’ ‘ Israel,’ the music for Dryden’s * Ode ’ 
^ Twelve Grand Concertos,’ and the opera of ‘Jupiter 

‘‘ H b fin63 i ° f hk AS his bi0 g4 h er 

Self accomnV i,*? everythm & and , by his unaided 

if accomplished the work of twelve men.” 

up a a s'ub;ect eaki , ng ° f hiS art ’ Said) “ Xt consists in ta king 

2 lnd P™S it.” “Work,” said Moran, “is 

•■The bJ Beethoven’s favourite maxim was, 

■Ants tdmd uIL n °‘ Th reCte r d WW ? “ ^ 

Mosrhr] ndustr y» Thus far and no farther.’” When 

to B n SUb ? tt f WS SCOre of ‘ Tidelio ’ for the pianoforte 

last page VC “ F- latte J‘ found written at the bottom of the 

dia ti l ’ Fln I?’ W ’ th God ’ s heI P ’’ Beethoven imme- 
tely vrote underneath, “O man ! help thyself!” This 

of himselfT ^ riStiC Hfe - } ° lm Sebasdan Bach said 
will be er li WaS mduStnous > Soever is equally sedulous, 
&ch was K 7 SU< ? eSSfuL ’’ But there is doubt thai 
mainsDrimr . Wdl a P assi on for music, which formed the 
success Wh hlS ‘ ndUStry ’ and was the true secret of his 
turn his nVi v n 1 mere y0Utb ’ b^ s el der brother, wishing to 
of studies wh u U another direction, destroyed a collection 
had copied 1° 1 * Se b a stian, being denied candles, 
of the W Ly m °° nllght ; Proving the strong natural bent 
Milan i y c SenmS ‘ ° f Me yerbeer, Bayle thus wrote from 
" t . , 2 ° : ~‘‘ He 13 a man of som e talent, but no 
music •’ v IVCS S ° Iitar y> working fifteen hours a day at 
brou rfu ea [ S passed > and Meyerbeer’s hard work fully 
< Hi 0U *' 1s 8 en ius, as displayed in his * Roberto,’ 
gUenots ’ Prophbte,’ and other works, confessedly 
n f,st t e greatest operas which have been produced in 
modem times. 
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Although musical composition is not an art m which 
Englishmen have as yet greatly distinguished themselves, 
their energies having for the most part taken other an 
more practical directions, we are not without native lus- 
trations of the power of perseverance m this specia purs 
Arne was an upholsterer’s son, intended y IS a 
the legal profession; but his love of music was so ^ 
that he could not be withheld from pursuing 1 • 
engaged in an attorney’s office, his means were ^ 
limited, but, to gratify his tastes, he was accm & 
borrow a livery and go into the gallery of the OperaJ ^ 
appropriated to domestics. Unknown to i« 
made great progress with the violin, and the r ^ 

his father had of the circumstance was when J' 

calling at the house of a neighbouring S en ’ the 
surprise and consternation he found his son 
leading ins, run, en, 4* . ««< ■- no 

cident decided the fate of Arne. , tv lost 

further opposition to his washes ; and the wor^ > 

a lawyer, but gained a musician of much taste an 
of feeling, who added many valuable works to 

English music. author of 

The career of the late William Jackson and» 

‘The Deliverance of Israel,’ an oratorio wuci 
successfully performed in the principal tm ™ s 0 Q f t he 
county of York, furnishes an interesting dlustn flf 

triumph of perseverance over difficulties m e 
musical science. He was the son of a nailer at Masha^ 
little town situated in the valley of the ore > 111 j )ave 
west corner of Yorkshire. Musical taste set ^ 

been hereditary in the family, for his father p a) e .. - n 
in the band of the Masham Volunteers, and was a fe 
the parish choir. His grandfather also was ea n 
and ringer at Masham Church ; and one ot the J°> s Qn 
musical treats w r as to be present at the be P ea 
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unday mornings. During the service, his wonder was still 
J ®? at ® d h y the organist’s performance on the barrel- 
n, the doors of which were thrown open behind to let 
J^e sou d f ull y into the church, by which the stops, pipes, 

ft wnn!f P eS ’ eyb ° ard ’ and J‘ acks > were full y exposed, to 

£hind , tT nt ° f thC ,ktIe b ° yS sitting - the gallery 

eiff ht vp-i n f ° "T 6 m ° re than ° Ur young musician. At 

whichTn 5 ° f ^ 16 be§an t0 p!ayupon his Other’s old fife, 

the Hiffi T Ve u’ W ° Uld n0t S0Und D > but his raother remedied 

Thortt ^ b ? ng f ° r him a one - ke y ed ^te; and 

hi m W ith t gent eman of the neighbourhood presented 

nmr h . ! Ute . WUh four silver keys. As the boy made no 

fivef e an/h h ^ i<b °° k leamin S’” being f °nder of cricket, 
ves and boxing, than Qf his school j h ’ 

UP aS “ a bad j° b ”- bis P-n^ 

founcl ^ 001 at Patdey Bridge - While tbere he 

Bricrhrvi 1 ^ n ' a S0Clety ' n a club °f 'flflage choral singers at 

on tr M f ' f "’ d Wi,h them he ><*"■* ** sol-fa-ing gamut 
““ t ? tng " sh p '“- He 'hus well drilled l the 
raci ng or music, in which he soon became a proficient. 

of T mShed the Club ' anJ 1* returned home full 

feth“s S T H ' ”° W leamt *° P'V "Pon his 
became P lano . hut with little melodious result ; and he 

Of nroriirwf er l ° P ° SSeSS a finger -° r g a n, but had no means 
clerk hirl ng ? nC ' About tlds dme > a neighbouring parish 
barrel. ‘ purchased > for an insignificant sum, a small disabled 
*1 which had gone the circuit of the northern 

the in or Wlth a S i. h0W ' . The clerk tried t0 revive the tones of 
, ut f aded i at last he bethought him that he 

m 1 ■ 17 the skdl of young Jackson, who had succeeded in 
0 ing r S r aberat ' ons and improvements in the liand- 
tho f u l C par ' sb cburc fl- He accordingly brought it to 
• S ouse * n a donkey cart, and in a short time the 
ment was repaired, and played over its old tunes again, 
greatly to the owner’s satisfaction. 
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The thought now haunted the youth that he could make 
a barrel-organ, and he determined to do so. His lather and 
he set to work, and though without practice in carpen- 
tering, yet, by dint of hard labour and after many failures, 
they at last succeeded ; and an organ was constructed which 
played ten tunes very decently, and the instrument was 
generally regarded as a marvel in the neighbour oo 
Young Jackson was now frequently sent for to repair ° 
church organs, and to put new music upon the barre s w 1 
he added to them. All this he accomplished to the satis ac- 
tion of his employers, after wluch he proceeded with tte 
construction of a four-stop finger-organ, adapting to it tn 
keys of an old harpsichord. This he leamt to play upon, 
studying * Callcott’s Thorough Bass’ in the evening, and 
working at his trade of a miller during the day oc “ s ‘° 
also tramping about the country' as a cadger, " 1 a 
and a car,. During sununer he worked rn the tel*, * 
turnip-time, hay-time, and harvest, but was neve 
the solace of music in his leisure evening ours, 
tried his hand at musical composition, and twe we 
anthems were shown to the late Mr. Camidge, o ’ 

“ the production of a miller’s lad of lourteen. r - 
was pleased with them, marked the objections e ^ 

and returned them with the encouraging remark, that tney 
the youth great credit, and that he must go on ' m 

A village band having been set on foot at *** 
young Jackson joined it, and was ultimate y a PP ' 
leader. ’ He played all the instruments by turns, < d ^ 
acquired a considerable practical knowle g e 0 ' . gr _ 

also composed numerous tunes for the band. ^ 

organ haring been presented to the parish c urc > 
appointed the organist. He now gave up b' s ern P‘ - ... 
as a journeyman miller, and commenced tallow cia ^ 
still employing his spare hours in the study of nuibic. ^ 
1839 he published his first anthem — ‘ l*or joy et 
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prize fromVhe H !n ! followin S year he gained the first 
the Lea ’ h" “ derS * eld G,ee Club, for his ‘Sisters of 
the icmd IV, t ” anthem > <God be merciful to us,’ and 

are TT Z * ChoruS and 

proceeded with th ^ ° f these m »nor works, Jackson 
Deliverance of T f COmpositlon of his oratorio,—' The 
jot 6315x1011 • Hi$ ***** to 

to his mind and ^ aS they presented themselves 
after he had left- w * Cm ° Ut in Score in the evenings, 
-rpubfehefinIT". 111 ^ Candle - shop ' His oratorio 

published the last chonT 1 * v° UrSe ° f i 844 '5> and he 
The work was ev j T ° U hlS twent y-ninth birthday, 
quentlv n ei f orm , d ' ngly weI1 received, and has been fre- 

Mr. Jackson Tent WI f| 1 ^ in the northern towns - 
Bradford where he™ aS a P rofessor of music at 

tivation of the T * D 00 Sma11 degree t0 th e cul- 
hood. Some vears ^ ° f that tmvn and its ne >ghbour- 
company of BradfordTh^ ^ ^ ° f kading his fine 
Buckingham Pa^T* t '**"* Her Ma J esty at 

Crystal Palace some t 0ccasion ’ as well as at the 

Performed with great ^ ^ COmposition > were 

musician, whose^fe^&Td °k ^ Career ° f a self ' tau ght 
Power of self heln ! fi d " bu another illustration of the 
enabling a man fn ^ ^ f ° rCe ° f courage and industry in 
a nd obsLcrinn, ' 3 r SUnno J unt and overcome earl y difficulties 

ODStr uctions of no ordinary kind. 

Press, f ‘T are passing through the 

Jackson at the age of fifty PP TI the 1 ' 1 >cal P a P ers o{ the death of Mr. 
death, was a canntn y '»J , 7? Work ’ corn P lcted shortly before his 
Particulars of his ear'lv nr ' ? PiU! 1>raiso of M usic.’ The above 
several years sine , vi u WCre c ° mm “nicated by himself to the author 
chandler at Mashai Vh * ° 16 WaS Stl11 carryin S on his business of a tallow- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Industry and the Peerage. 


« He cither fears his fate too much, 

Or his deserts arc small, 

' He hath put down the mighty from their scats ; and exalted them of low deyr ^ 


F. have already referred to some illustrious Com 
motors raised from humble to elevated posilioas 
by the power of application an 1,1 " ' / ‘ . 

w p-> - *r 


■ ; we mignt point - , 

affording equally instructive examples. One its 

Peerage of England has succeeded so well i* ■ ■ 
owrg arises from the fact that, unlike the peerage* o ^ 
countries, it has been fed, from time to tunc, ^ ^ 

industrial blood of the country— the very h , - 

brain of Britain.” Like the fabled Antaeus, * 
vigorated and refreshed by touching its mo ^ 

mingling with that most ancient order 

working order. sources ; 

The blood of all men flows from equally remo 

and though some are unable to trace their in 

beyond their grandfathers, all are nevertheless ]»* 
placing at the head of their pedigree the great progeny 
of the race, as Lord Chesterfield did when e wro ’ ta . 
de Stanhope — Eve dc Stanhope." No class is ever 
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\T p na ? •,^ e m '£hty faU> and the humble are exalted 

the links a/* ^ ° f thC ° Id ’ Wh ° di$a PP ear amon S 

Fau2t > L? e ? mm ° n P £ °P le - ® Uf ke’s ‘ Vicissitudes of 

show that the klnS f V eXhlblt thlS nse and fal1 offamilies - an d 
areUatl t ^ ° rtUneS ^ ° Vertake therich a * d noble 
poor Thi, P r° rt , 10n than those which overwhelm the 
appointed o f t° WS that ° f the tw enty-five barons 
is not not ^ observance of Magna Charta, there 

Civil wars and & °' PeCrS a s ' ng,e male descendant, 

an^d p rsed 1 f 10 f ^ ° f the old nobility 

cases S e a 7 ^ descen dants in many 

People Fuller t0 - be / ound am °ng the ranks of the 
justly hold ht WOte m hlS <Worthies >’ that “some who 

z mam :: °i BohunS} Mortimers > and pian - 

Burkeshnu , f u d m the heap ° f common men.” Thus 
of Kent sixth so^ 'flf the lmeaI de f cendants of the Earl 
and a toll-gatherer . thaTth ^ were dlscovered in a butcher 
Plantagenef dau-hm grandson of Margaret 

condition of a r ^1 1 * ° the Duke of Clarence > sank to the 
among the Leal ^ ^ Ne ' Vport . in Shropshire ; and that 
of Edward m T" ants of lhe Duke of Gloucester, son 
Squ^e JUsLuT 8 a ? SeXt ° n ° f St forge's, Hanover 
de Montfort En j ‘d Uneal descenda »t of Simon 

Street D One Lf^he ^ “ a saddler ia T °oley 

claimant ofThe L m",' ' ^ ° f the “ Proud P ^ys," a 
tmnk- m LL Ld ^ of Northumberland, was a Dublin 
for the title of Fa i' °r yCarS since one °f the claimants 
of a labourer i n ! v u presented himself in the person 

^hen working as a Ll andC ° al ‘ Pit Hugh Miller ’ 

^ a Podiu m l stone-mason near Edinburgh, was served 

the eaL 0 m If r° T ^ ° f the numerous daimants fo r 
bis claim beintr Crauford — a11 that w-as wanted to establish 
work wac - g a m,ssln g ma mage certificate ; and while the 
times in if' 11 ! ° n ’ the Cry resoun ded from the walls many 
“ »f-“ John, Year] Cat, ford, bring us 
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anither hod o’ lime.” One of Oliver Cromwell s great grand- 
sons was a grocer on Snow Hill, and others ot his descoi ante 
died in great poverty. Many barons of proud names and 
titles have perished, like the sloth, upon their family tree, after 
eating up all the leaves; while others have been overtaken 
bv adversities which they have been unable to retrieve, am 
sunk at last into poverty and obscurity. Such are the m - 

bilities of rank and fortune. m _ 

The great bulk of our peerage is comparatively m , 
so far as the titles go ; but it is not the less nob e that i ■ • 
been recruited .o » to* an eaten, ton, <to mb* 
honourable industry. In olden times, the we ^ 

merce of London, conducted as it was by ene g 
enterprising men. was a prolific source of peemges. ™ ; 
the earldom of Cornwallis was fo^ed by Tho^ » 
wallis, the Cheapside merchant; that <* &«»>££ 
Capel. the draper ; and to. of Craven by Wta 
die merchant tailor. The modem Earl of 'V™ 
descended from the “ King-maker but fro 
Greville, the woolstapler; whilst the modem dukes ^ 
Northumberland find their head, not in e 
Hugh Smithson, a- respectable London apo ^ and 
founders of the families of Dartmouth, a 

Pomlret, were respectively a skinner, a si ^ founders 
merchant tailor, and a Calais merchan , r ventrv were 
of the peerages of Tankerville, Dormer, anc Dudley 

mercers. The ancestors of Ear! Romney, an 
and Ward, were goldsmiths anti jewc ers , Qverstone 

was a banker in the reign of Charles as founder 

Ls in that of Queen Victoria. Edward Osborne, 
of the Dukedom of Leeds, was appren ce on ]y 

Hewet, a rich clothworker on London Bn ge, , jn g 
daughter he courageously rescued from drowning, ^ mon g 
into the Thames after her, and eventually marne • 
other peerages founded by trade are those o 
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Le'gh, Petre Cowper, Damley, Hill, and Carrington. The 

able m 3 h ° USeS ° f F ° Iey and Nornmnl) y wfre remark- 
ir f n many r SP6CtS ’ and ’ aS furnishin § striking 

dZZe e s:i chmc,er ’ the s,oryof ** *» - 

J h 't h = r of Foley, the founder of the fomily, 

i a Sma ! ] yeoman hvrng in the neighbourhood of Stour 
Sc"; f t,me ° f C f harleS 1 That Pl-e was then the 
Richard i r T UfaCtUre of the mi <Pand districts, and 

the td e -Lr 0U f g ? ^ W ° rk at ° ne ° f the branches of 

server n r ih ‘ ° f " ail ' makin g- He was thus a daily ob- 
eli C grCat Iab0Ur and loss ° f time caused by the 

thSS 5 f ad ,° Pted f ° r diYiding the rods of iron ^ 

nailers were * ? • 11 a PP eared that the Stourbridge 

a-. in gradually losing their trade in consequence of 

unde3T“r ° f h ai ' S fom b >’ U »ere 

were enabled C mU ? et . lt becarae known that the Swedes 
use of J r!- make their nails so much cheaper, by the 
superseded the machiner y, which had completely 

nail-making tb abonous P rocess of preparing the rods for 
6 then practised in England. 

to rnaketimfiJ’ ascertained this much, determined 

disappeared 11 f C ^ T* ° f the new P rocess ' He suddenly 
was It hJdZ t nClghb ° Urhood of Stourbridge, and 
he had iron! 86 years ' No one knew Either 

formed them’ Tu-^ hlS ° Wn famil y i for he had not in- 
littie or i ° f hlS intent ion, lest he should fail. He had 
Hull u.i ° ?° ney ln b ' s P ocket j but contrived to get to 
a SwedH 1C Cngaged himself on board a ship bound for 
article of Worked his Passage there. The only 

on land' pr ° pe J ty whlch he possessed was his fiddle, and 
the n mg ^ Sweden ^ begged and fiddled his way to 
mil mineS ’ near U P sa,a - He w as a capital 

himcpif 11 ’ a f as a Pi easant fellow, and soon ingratiated 
with the iron-workers. He was received into the 
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works to every part of which he had access; and he seized 
the opportunity thus afforded him of storing his mmdjth 
observations, and mastering, as he Aought^the 
of iron splitting. After a continued stay for PJ - 
he suddenly disappeared from amongst his 

miners — no one knew whither. , results of his 

Returned to England, he communicatee. Stourbl idge, 
voyage to Mr. Knight and another person at Stourbndg , 

who had sufficient confidence m him t0 a vance ^ 
quisite funds for the purpose of erecting f 8 whfin 
machinery for splitting iron by the , of 

set to work, to the great vexatron and toppo.» 
all, and especially of Richard Fo ey, ' "® nQt sp ij, 

machinery would not act— at all even thought 

the bars of iron. Again Foley dtsappea ed ^ ^ 
that shame and mortification at is d ster 

away for ever. Not so ! Foley W detennme^ _ ^ 

this secret of iron-splitting, and he w0 y , his fiddle as 
had again set out for Sweden, accompanied b r h s 
before and found his way to the iron works, whem ^ 

joyfully welcomed by the miners, an > . very splitting- 
their fiddler, they this time lodged him m inte iii- 

mill itself. There was such an apparen that the 

gence about the man, except m 1 obiect of their 

miners entertained no suspicions as to the J en( j 

minstrel, whom they thus enabled to atom he ^ orks , 
and aim of his life. He now carefully exammed ^ ^ 
and soon discovered the cause o is ‘ j ig cou ld, 

drawings or tracings of the machinery as w ^ after 
though this w r as a branch of art quite new ’ tQ ver ;fy 

remaining at the place long enough to ena ar range- 

his observations, and to impress the mec , j e f t the 
ments clearly and vividly on his mine , - England 

miners, reached a Swedish port, and too s n] ^jjyed 

A man of such purpose could not but succee 
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ml“ S a„d iS f l“' PriSC , d Wends > he n<w com pleted his arrange- 
-d Eyhis 

fortune 9 » d the foundations of a lame 

A tZiT'TTT res,ored ,he business of “ 

cany on h M e “m during his life, to 

bZoknce “l ? C0Un « i "« all „„ rks 0 f 

dowed a saL at s,f °° d ' He founded *”<• en- 
great benefactor of Kid/ ’* ’ ? Dd b * s son Thomas (a 

of Worcestershire In £?£» f “ H * h 
endowed an hospital still 1 • 16 ^ ump > founded and 

of children at Old ’q ^ ^ Stence ’ for the free education 

**-• "itkharrf l^jaer°seems^to ^a T **» "" 
and intimate terms with ? h; lve been °u familiar 

makes fre q „e«Tenta ofT S ° f the ^ and 

Thomas Folev when • , m 111 bls Eife an d Times.’ 
requested iLxier to g '’ Sl ’ eriff ° f ,he coml X. 

him; and WhlKtf • T* 0 ”^ ™ ” Wore 

and blameless dealing thM all '’ilT r “ ofso j“« 

magnified his great intecmt !,T he ever had to do with 
tioned by none ” The f h ° neSty ’ which were ques- 

Charles the Second. 7 *** ennobled in the reign of 

man by femify Tas ** founder of the Mulgrave or Nor- 
as Richard Fol v H e F* ** temarkable « his way 
Englishman fettled af Uol w \f nsmith ^ *>bj 
Part of our English ml • Mch ’ m Mai ne, then forming 
X6 5I) one of r family r meS ? America - He bom in 
(of Whom twenty one 7 ° f 001 **7* twenty ' six children 
their stout heTm and F ^ ^ ° nly fortune lay in 
a dash of the n T® armS - WilIiam seems to have 
n °t take kindly to amsh ' sea blood ln his veins, and did 
he spent his e , r]v ° f a shephcrd in which 

he longed to been l ? b ° ld and Venturous, 

He sought 1 ° me a Sa,I ° r and roam through the world 
sought to jom some ship ; but not being able to find 
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one, he apprenticed himself to a shipbuilder, with whom 
he thoroughly learnt his trade, acquinng the arts of returns 
and writing during his leisure hours. Having completed hi 

apprenticeship and removed to Boston, he wooed .md 
married a widow of some means, after which he set J * 
little shipbuilding yard of his own, built a ship, and, P«t „ 
,0 sea in her, he engaged in the lumber tmd , »h, h he 
carried on in a plodding and laborious way for the space 

a “S.ha, one day, whilst y-J £*£ 

crooked streets of old Boston, he : ovetotd some 

talking to each other of a wreck which had ju. p 

off the Bahamas ; that of a Spanish ship, su Ii'“ 

much money on board. His adventnmn spmt ® ^ 

once kindled, and getting together a hke y 

loss of time, he set sail for the Bahamas. 

well in-shore, he easily found it. and succ dcdjn **> 

in- a great deal of its cargo, but very little m*T, 

the result was, that he barely defrayed to «pe 

success had been such, however, as ^ an d far 

prising spirit; and when he was told of ’“m” r Port 

more richly laden vessel which had been « 

de la Plata more than half a century ” « nB 

formed the resolution of raising the nreck, 

of fishing up the treasure. enterprise 

Being too poor, however, to undertake s ^ ^ hope 
without powerful help, he set sail for ng in 

that he might there obtain it The fame ^ 
raising the wreck off the Bahamas a p jjjs 

him. He applied direct to the ^ ovem . ^ us ual 

urgent enthusiasm, he succeeded in °'^ rc0 ” u y placed 
inertia of official minds; and Chailes • e ' . , guns 
at his disposal the “ Rose Algier,” a b T 0 : e f command, 
and ninety-five men, appointing him to tie ci , , „ 

Phipps then set sail to find the Spanish ship and ft- 
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bu Z o find 6 ,; t ,he COaSt 0f His P Mi * “ safety; 
The „f fi" 'tr “ Ship the <M«4 
Phipps J 17: ^ T tha " “*»« <«; »"<> 
work upon. There rumours °f the event to 

outspread ocean without n C ° aSt t0 ex P lore > a «d an 
which lay somewhere at itsbottorT ^ ^ 

ln heart, and full 0 f hope He set V hC ^ WaS St0Ut 
drag along the coast an!) f f et hlS seamen to work to 

th rr ° n fishine up 

he more trying to seimpn , , , ^° occu P a tion could 

another, and ,o whiapTr to, Z gn ‘ nlble one to 

brought them on a foots errand. “ COmmand had 

broke intoo|)en muting 111 hear!, and the men 

to the quarter-deck and b ° f > i °f them 1115116(1 one da > r on 

^ relinquish Ph^ s r ed ^ the V °^ e ^ould 

intimidated : he sei JlS h0tV6ver ; was n °t a man to be 

hack to their duty, it beam! ^ the ° thers 

^ anchor close to a small tZZ r T J 1 ° bnn S the shi P 
and, to lighten her th sla nd for the purpose of repairs ; 

landed. Kscon ten ’st m ■** * the stores' was’ 

new plot was laid ^easing amongst the crew, a 

s Wp, throw Phi P p s ovefhV^ ““l, ° n Sh ° re t0 56126 the 
cruize against the Snan‘ , ard >and start on a piratical 
necessaiy to ec Ur e Z “*• “ the S ° Uth Seas - it was 
"ho was consequrnithT ZT**.* ^ Chief shi P Renter, 
Proved faithful and -J de P , nVy t0 the pIot ' This man 
Summoning about h' °!, Ce t0 d the “Pt 3 ' 11 of his danger. 
Phipps had the sh th0S< ; Wh0m h6 knew to be lofal, 
sh °re, and ordered the ° aded lvhlch commanded the 
to ^ drawn up Wh Z' ^ Communicati n g with the vessel 
the captain hailed th ^ ™ utlneers made their appearance, 
them if Zy ZiZZ f d t0ld the men he would fire upon 

'hey drew blck T ° St ° reS (sti11 ° n Ia nd),_when 

> on w uch Phipps had the stores reshipped 
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under coi n- of his guns. The mutineers, fearful of bemgW 
awn the barren island, threw down their arms and imp tad 
toT Permitted to return to their duty. The tuques ™ 

• rrsh i ,; pr had oo; r ^ srs 

information as to the spo. w e he was more con- 

had sunt ; and, though as yet baffled, he « “ 
fident than ever of the eventual “ C « 5S “ f , of te 

Returned to London, Filipps repo o j j t j, 

voyage to the Admiralty, who prolessed tobepW« 

- - v , a Lo,i been unsuccessful, anu ’ 

his exertions; but he had been James II- 

would not entrust him with another k g .j 

was now on the throne, and the Gov * Uo [hm in vain, 
so Phipps and his golden project *PP by a pub ); c sul> 
He next tried to raise the requi^ . but jjjg ceaseless 

scription. At first he was aug ie > years > dinning 

importunin’ at length prevailed, .an ^ influent ial- 

of his project into the ears of & length sue- 

during which time he lived in povert) ^ Puke 

ceeded. A company was formed m we.it. ^ intere st 
of Albemarle, son of General Monk. taki gt 
in it, and subscribing the principal part o 
fund for the prosecution of the enterprise. second 

Pike Foley, without ~ 

ZX Port de * Plat in the neighbour^ £ *£ 
of rocks supposed to have been t c s< e ^ny- 

His first object was to build a stout oat . us ed 

ing eight or ten oars, in constructing w >c construc ted a 
the adze liimself. It is also said tha c 
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Em rr 

t°t bM Fhi ^T J 

lions, were very remfrkablo i l f “bmanne °Pen>- 

been laken Jthe rerf t " and b ° at havi ”S 

diving bell “ , tha men «t to work, the 

the bottom of the i“ were T'T ° f dra =® n S 

many weeks but wlh„ , em Pl*>yed continuously for 
however h»l “ “* w,lh » «' any prospect of success, Phipps 

££fc z 

SClS > ™ M 

sie place. ^ Tn Zr ^ g "" S Were ^"S i" the 

incredulity but on fi . , lgence was at first received with 
correct. Search a* lnvestl & ation il P™ed to be 
with a solid bt If T ■ ^ PreSently a diver carae a P 
shown Tt i m hlS amiS - When Phi PP« was 

made men” Dilht^K n Th f ^ be t0 God! we are a11 
with a will and in"? , be / nd dlvers now went to work 
the value of about fT da>S ’ treasure . was brought up to 
for England ' On , ^ 3 ° 0, ° 00 ’ with which Phipps set sail 
that he 8 should^ hl ® arri i va, » 11 was urged upon the king 
tence that Phin eiZe , the shl P and ‘ ts car go, under the pre- 
had norLeS ^ f*** his ^ Passion, 
but the kL r ? ? i u mformatlo n respecting the business. 

-an and lt ? " ’ ?? ** knew Phip P s to be an h onest 
treasure amnn \ US fnCnds should divide the whole 
double the value Sr eVCn . tho ^ h he had burned with 
the king to ^ u- * PPS S Sbare WaS a b° ut ,£20,000, and 
h, to show his approval of his energy and honesty 
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in conducting the enterprise, conferred upon him the 
honour of knighthood. He was also made High Sheriff of 
New England ; and during the time he held the office, lie 
did valiant service for the mother country and the colonists 
against the French, by expeditions against Port ^yalari 
Quebec. He also held the post of Governor of Massachu- 
setts, from which he returned to England, and 
London, in 1695. t 

Phipps throughout the latter part of his career ^ not 

ashamed to allude to the lowness 0 r his ; origin, a 
matter of honest pride to him that he had men ^he 
condition of a common ship carpenter to 
knighthood and the government of 1 J r0 « nce , J it 

plexed with public business, he would often declare ^that it 

would be easier for him to go back to his broad . » . ’ 
He left behind him a character for probity, hone^ P-^ 
and courage, which is certainly not the least noble inherit 

ance of the house of Normanby. 

William Petty, the founder of the house of >ans • ^ 
a man of like energy and public usefulness in - ^ , 

was the son of a clothier in humble circums * nL jhe 

in Hampshire, where he was born in 1623. n 1 • r 

obtained a tolerable education at the grammai 
native town ; after which he determine Whilst 

by study at the University of Caen, m , ]jj s 

there he contrived to support h™^ ' “"^^th “a tittle 
father, carrying on a sort of small pedler 
stock of merchandize.” Returning to England, ^ bad 
self bound apprentice to a sea captain, w 0 ^ 

with a rope’s end ” for the badness of his sig • at 

navy in disgust, taking to the study of m ®. he a ] s0 
Paris he engaged in dissection, dunng w 1C treatise 

drew diagrams for Hobbes, who was then wnting b ^ 
on Optics. He was reduced to such poverty t a - n 
sisted for two or three weeks entirely on walnuts. 
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he be g a n to trade in a small way, turning an honest penny 
and he was enabled shortly to return to England with 

Bemg ° f an ingenious mechanical 

machine H ^ ^ ^ a patent for a letter-copying 

nuchme. He began to write upon the arts and sciences 

Sn h e 1\ and PhySiC Wkh SUch SUCCess 

with men o7sri h I considera ble. Associating 

prosecutbn vs? ° f f ° miing a Socie t y * 

and the first meetings of the 

he acted S 1 ° ^ hdd at hi§ lodgings ‘ A < Oxford 
there who ho 1 1 6 ^ depUty t0 the anatom ical professor 

h?L u t r v great i repUgnanCC t0 dissection - ^ 1652 

to the armvin '\ re i Var [ ed u by ^ app ° intment of physician 
liewas'th/m l 1 ? 11 ^ whither he went; and whilst there 
temnt I ] ed,cal atten dant of three successive lords-lieu- 
mnts^of?? af eetW °° d ’ and Henry Cromwell. Lar-e 

soldiery pJttT'ol and bCen awarded t0 the Puritan 

n . , } ’ Petty observed that the lands were very inaccu- 

he undenoTto d^ u ^ ^ ° f his many Nations 
became 0 0 tie work himself. His appointments 

the Zin nU T 0USand lucrative that he was charged by 
but he US " 11 1 corru ption, and removed from them all • 
bm h was agam taken into favour at the Restoration. ' 

organize? T in ) m ° St mdefatigable contriver, inventor, and 
bouomed shin \ USt ? ° ne ° f hlS Inventions was a double- 
treatises on d’ Sai agamSt Wind and tide ‘ He Published 
manufacture yemg ’ . 0n naval Philosophy, on woollen cloth 
ma^facture on pohtrcal arithmetic, and many other sub- 

commen “° n WOrks « opened ]ead mines, and 

midst of wh - t P ‘ C ! iard fis hery and a timber trade; in the 
of the p ' '! l he f ° Und time to take part in the discussions 
left 1 n ° ya S ,° Clcty ’ t0 which he largely contributed. He 
created amp!e /? rtane to his sons, the eldest of whom was 
simnih 1 ,*'? Shelburne. His will was a curious document, 

0 ' r y hlustrative of his character ; containing a detail 
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of the principal events of his life, and the gradual advance- 
ment of his fortune. His sentiments on pauperism are 
characteristic: “As for legacies for the poor,” said he, “I 
am at a stand ; as for beggars by trade and election, I give 
them nothing; as for impotents by the hand of God, the 
public ought to maintain them ; as for those who have been 
bred to no calling nor estate, they should be put upon their 
kindred ; ” . . . “ wherefore I am contented that I have 
assisted all my poor relations, and put many into a way of 
getting their own bread ; have laboured in public works > 
and by inventions have sought out real objects of charity ; 
and I do hereby conjure all who partake of my estate, from 
time to time, to do the same at their peril. Nevertheless to 
answer custom, and to take the surer side, I give 20/. to the 
most wanting of the parish wherein I die.” He was interred 
in the fine old Norman church of Romsey — the town wherein 
he was born a poor man’s son — and on the south side of the 
choir is still to be seen a plain slab, with the inscription, 
cut by an illiterate workman, “ Here Layes Sir William 
Petty.” 

Another family, ennobled by invention and trade in our 
own day, is that of Strutt of Belper. Their patent of 
nobility was virtually secured by Jedediah Strutt in x 75S, 
when he invented his machine for making ribbed stockings, 
and thereby laid the foundations of a fortune which the 
subsequent bearers of the name have largely increased and 
nobly employed. The father of Jedediah was a farmer and 
maltster, who did but little for the education of his children ; 
yet they all prospered. Jedediah was the second son, and 
when a boy assisted his father in the work of the farm. At 
an early age he exhibited a taste for mechanics, and intro- 
duced several improvements in the rude agricultural imple- 
ments of the period. On the death of his uncle he succeeded 
to a farm at Blackwall, near Normanton, long in the tenancy 
of the family, and shortly after he married Miss Wollatt, the 
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daughter of a Derby hosier. Having learned from his wife’s 
brother that various unsuccessful attempts had been made 
to manufacture ribbed-stockings, he proceeded to study the 
subject with a view to effect what others had failed in accom- 
plishing. He accordingly obtained a stocking-frame, and 
after mastering its construction and mode of action, he 
proceeded to introduce new combinations, by means of 
which he succeeded in effecting a variation in the plain looped- 
work of the frame, and was thereby enabled to turn out 
“ribbed” hosiery. Having secured a patent for the improved 
machine, he removed to Derby, and there entered largely on 
the manufacture of ribbed-stockings, in which he was very 
successful. He afterwards joined Arkwright, of the merits of 
whose invention he fully satisfied himself, and found the 
means of securing his patent, as well as erecting a large 
cotton-mill at Cranford, in Derbyshire. After the expiry 
of the partnership with Arkwright, the Strutts erected ex- 
tensive cotton-mills at Milford, near Belper, which worthily 
gives its title to the present head of the family. The sons of 
the founder were, like their father, distinguished for their 
mechanical ability. Thus William Strutt, the eldest, is said 
to have invented a self-acting mule, the success of which was 
only prevented by the mechanical skill of that day being 
unequal to its manufacture. Edward, the son of William, 
was a man of eminent mechanical genius, having early dis- 
covered the principle of suspension-wheels for carriages : he 
Kad a wheelbarrow and two carts made on the principle, 
which were used on his farm near Belper. It may be added 
that the Strutts have throughout been distinguished for their 
noble employment of the wealth which their industry and 
skill have brought them ; that they have sought in all 
ways to improve the moral and social condition of the work- 
people in their employment ; and that they have been liberal 
donors in every good cause — of which the presentation, by 
Mr. Joseph Strutt, of the beautiful park or Arboretum at 
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Derby, as a gift to the townspeople for ever, affords only 
one of many illustrations. The concluding words of the 
short address which he delivered on presenting this valuable 
gift are worthy of being quoted and remembered : — “ As the 
sun has shone brightly on me through life, it would be un- 
grateful in me not to employ a portion of the fortune I 
possess in promoting the welfare of those amongst whom 
I live, and by whose industry I have been aided in its 
organisation.” 

No less industry and energy have been displayed by the 
many brave men, both in present and past times, who have 
earned the peerage by their valour on land and at sea. Not 
to mention the older feudal lords, whose tenure depended 
upon military service, and who so often led the van of the 
English armies in great national encounters, we may point 
to Nelson, St. Vincent, and Lyons — to Wellington, Hill, 
Hardinge, Clyde, and many more in recent times, who have 
nobly earned their rank by their distinguished services. 
But plodding industry has far oftener worked its way to 
the peerage by the honourable pursuit of the legal profession, 
than by any other. No fewer than seventy British peerages, 
including two dukedoms, have been founded by successful 
lawyers. Mansfield and Erskine were, it is true, of noble 
family ; but the latter used to thank God that out of his 
own family he did not know a lord.* The others were, 
for the most part, the sons of attorneys, grocers, clergymen, 
merchants, and hardworking members of the middle class. 

* Mansfield owed nothing to his noble relations, who were poor and 
uninfluential. His success was the legitimate and logical result of the 
means which he sedulously employed to secure it. When a boy he rode 
up from Scotland to London on a pony — taking two months to make 
the journey. After a course of school and college, he entered upon the 
profession of the law, and he closed a career of patient and ceaseless 
labour as Lord Chief Justice of England — the functions of which he is 
universally admitted to have performed with unsurpassed ability, justice, 
and honour. 
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Out of this profession have sprung the peerages of Howard 
and Cavendish, the first peers of both families having been 
judges ; those of Aylesford, Ellenborough, Guildford, Shaftes- 
bury, Hardwicke, Cardigan, Clarendon, Camden, Ellesmere, 
Rosslyn ; and others nearer our own day, such as Tenterden, 
Eldon, Brougham, Denman, Truro, Lyndhurst, St Leonards, 
Cranworth, Campbell, and Chelmsford. 

Lord Lyndhurst’s father was a portrait painter, and that 
of St. Leonards a perfumer and hairdresser in Burlington 
Street. Young Edward Sugden was originally an errand- 
boy in the office of the late Mr. Groom, of Henrietta Street, 
Cavendish Square, a certificated conveyancer; and it was 
there that the future Lord Chancellor of Ireland obtained his 
first notions of law. The origin of the late Lord Tenterden 
was perhaps the humblest of all, nor was he ashamed of it ; 
for he felt that the industry, study, and application, by means 
of which he achieved his eminent position, were entirely due 
to himself. It is related of him, that on one occasion he 
took his son Charles to a little shed, then standing opposite 
tiie western front of Canterbury Cathedral, and pointing it 
out to him, said, “ Charles, you see this little shop ; I have 
brought you here on purpose to show it you. In that shop 
your grandfather used to shave for a penny : that is the 
proudest reflection of my life.” When a boy, Lord .Tenter- 
den was a singer in the Cathedral, and it is a curious circum- 
stance that his destination in life was changed by a disap- 
pointment. When he and Mr. Justice Richards were going 
the Home Circuit together, they went to service in the 
cathedral ; and on Richards commending the voice of a 
iinging man in the choir, Lord Tenterden said, “ Ah ! that 
3 the only man I ever envied ! When at school in this 
own, we were candidates for a chorister’s place, and he 
ibtained it.” 

Not less remarkable was the rise to the same distinguished 
flice of Lord Chief Justice, of the rugged Kenyon and the 
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robust Ellenborough ; nor was he a less notable man who 
recently held the same office — the astute Lord Campbell, 
late Lord Chancellor of England, son of a parish minister 
in Fifeshire. For many years he worked hard as a reporter 
for the press, while diligently preparing himself for the 
practice of his profession. It is said of him, that at the 
beginning of his career, he was accustomed to walk from 
county town to county town when on circuit, being as yet 
too poor to afford the luxury of posting. But step by step 
he rose slowly but surely to that eminence and distinction 
which ever follow a career of industry honourably and 
energetically pursued, in the legal, as in every other pro- 
fession. 

There have been other illustrious instances of Lords 
Chancellors who have plodded up the steep of fame and 
honour with equal energy and success. The career of the 
late Lord Eldon is perhaps one of the most remarkable 
examples. He was the son of a Newcastle coal-fitter; a 
mischievous rather than a studious boy ; a great scapegrace 
at school, and the subject of many terrible thrashings, — for 
orchard-robbing was one of the favourite exploits of the 
future Lord Chancellor. His father first thought of put- 
ting him apprentice to a grocer, and afterwards had almost 
made up his mind to bring him up to his own trade of a coal- 
fitter. But by this time his eldest son William (afterwards 
Lord Stowell) who had gained a scholarship at Oxford, 
wrote to his father, “ Send Jack up to me, I can do better 
for him.” John was sent up to Oxford accordingly, where, 
by his brother’s influence and his own application, he suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a fellowship. But when at home during 
the vacation, he was so unfortunate — or rather so fortunate, 
as the issue proved — as to fall in love ; and running across 
the Border with his eloped bride, he married, and as his 
friends thought, ruined himself for life. He had neither 
house nor home when he married, and had not yet earned 
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a penny. He lost his fellowship, and at the same time 
shut himself out from preferment in the Church, for which 
he had been destined. He accordingly turned his attention 
to the study of the law. To a friend he wrote, “I have 
married rashly ; but it is my determination to work hard 
to provide for the woman I love.” 

John Scott came up to London, and took a small house 
in Cursitor Lane, where he settled down to the study of 
the law. He worked with great diligence and resolution ; 
rising at four every morning and studying till late at night, 
binding a wet towel round his head to keep himself awake. 
Too poor to study under a special pleader, he copied out 
three folio volumes from a manuscript collection of prece- 
dents. Long after, when Lord Chancellor, passing down 
Cursitor Lane one day, he said to his secretary, “ Here 
was my first perch : many a time do I recollect coming 
down this street with sixpence in my hand to buy sprats 
for supper.” When at length called to the bar, he waited 
long for employment. His first year’s earnings amounted to 
only nine shillings. For four years he assiduously attended 
the London Courts and the .Northern Circuit, with little 
letter success. Even in his native town, he seldom had 
other than pauper cases to defend. The results were indeed 
so discouraging, that he had almost determined to relinquish 
his chance of London business, and settle down in some 
provincial town as a country barrister. His brother William 
wrote home, “ Business is dull with poor Jack, very dull 
indeed ! ” But as he had escaped being a grocer, a coal- 
fitter, and a country parson, so did he also escape being a 
country lawyer. 

An opportunity at length occurred which enabled John 
icott to exhibit the large legal knowledge which he had so 
aboriously acquired. In a case in which he was engaged, 
re urged a legal point against the wishes both of the 
Uiorney and client who employed him. The Master of 
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the Rolls decided against him, but on an appeal to the 
House of Lords, Lord Thurlow reversed the decision on 
the very point that Scott had urged. On leaving the House 
that day, a solicitor tapped him on the shoulder and said, 
“ Young man, your bread and butter’s cut for life.” And 
the prophecy proved a true one. Lord Mansfield used to 
say that he knew no interval between no business and 3000/ 
a-year, and Scott might have told the same story ; for so 
rapid was his progress, that in 1783, when only thirty-two, 
he was appointed King’s Counsel, was at the head of the 
Northern Circuit, and sat in Parliament for the borough of 
Weobley. It was in the dull but unflinching drudgery of 
the early part of his career that he laid the foundation of his 
future success. He won his spurs by perseverance, know- 
ledge, and ability, diligently cultivated. He was succes- 
sively appointed to the offices of solicitor and attorney- 
general, and rose steadily upwards to the highest office that 
the Crown had to bestow — that of Lord Chancellor of 
England, which he held for a quarter of a century. 

Henry Bickersteth was the son of a surgeon at Kirkby 
Lonsdale, in Westmoreland, , and was himself educated to 
that profession. As a student at Edinburgh, he distinguished 
himself by the steadiness with which he worked, and the 
application which he devoted to the science of medicine. 
Returned to Kirkby Lonsdale, he took an active part in 
his father’s practice; but he had no liking for the profes- 
sion, and grew discontented with the obscurity of a country 
town. He went on, nevertheless, diligently improving him- 
self, and engaged on speculations in the higher branches 
of physiology. In conformity with his own wish, his father 
consented to send him to Cambridge, where it was his 
intention to take a medical degree with the view of prac- 
tising in the metropolis. Close application to his studies 
however, threw him out of health, and with a view to 
re-establishing his strength he accepted the appointment ol 
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interest the debts which he had incurred. The clouds had 
dispersed, and the after career of Henry Bickersteth was one 
of honour, of emolument, and of distinguished fame. He 
ended his career as Master of the Rolls, sitting in the House 
of Peers as Baron Langdale. His life affords only another 
illustration of tire power of patience, perseverance, and 
conscientious working, in elevating the character of the 
individual, and crowning his labours with the most complete 
success. 

Such are a few of the distinguished men who have 
honourably worked their way to the highest position, and 
won the richest rewards of their profession, by the diligent 
exercise of qualities in many respects of an ordinary charac- 
ter, but made potent by the force of application and 
industry. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Energy and Courage. 


u A cceur vaillant ricn d'impossible.” — Jacques Occur, 

** Den Muthigcn gehort die Welt. — German Proverb, 
u In ever)’ work that he began .... he did it with all his heart, and prospered.** — 

//. Chron. xxxi. 21, 

HERE is a famous speech recorded of an 
old Norseman, thoroughly characteristic of the 
Teuton. “ I believe neither in idols nor de- 
mons,” said he, “ I put my sole trust in my own 
strength of body and soul.” The ancient crest of a pickaxe 
witSi the motto of “ Either I will find a way or make one,” 
was an expression of the same sturdy independence which 
to this day distinguishes the descendants of the Northmen. 
Indeed nothing could be more characteristic of the Scan- 
dinavian mythology, than that it had a god with a hammer. 
A man s character is seen in small matters ; and from 
t’en so slight a test as the mode in which a man wields 
» hammer, his energy may in some measure be inferred. 
1’hus an eminent Frenchman hit off in a single phrase 
toe characteristic quality of the inhabitants of a particular 
district, in which a friend of his proposed to settle and buy 
land. Beware,” said he, “ of making a purchase there ; 
I know the men of that department ; the pupils who come 
from it to our veterinary school at Paris do not strike hard 
u pon the anvil ; they want energy ; and you will not get 
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a satisfactory return on any capital you may invest there.” 
A fine and just appreciation of character, indicating the 
thoughtful observer ; and strikingly illustrative of the fact 
that it is the energy of the individual men that gives strength 
to a State, and confers a value even upon the very soil 
which they cultivate. As the French proverb has it : “ Tant 
vaut l’homme, tant vaut sa terre.” 

The cultivation of this quality is of the greatest impor- 
tance ; resolute determination in the pursuit of worthy 
objects being the foundation of all true greatness of cha- 
racter, Energy enables a man to force his way through 
irksome drudgery and dry details, and carries him onward 
and upward in every station in life. It accomplishes more 
than genius, with not one-half the disappointment and peril. 
It is not eminent talent that is required to ensure, suc- 
cess in any pursuit, so much as purpose, — not merely the 
power to achieve, but the will to labour energetically and 
perseveringly. Hence energy of will may be defined to be 
the very central power of character in a man — in a word, it 
is the Man himself. It gives impulse to his every action, 
and soul to every effort. True hope is based on it, — and 
it is hope that gives the real perfume to life. There is a 
fine heraldic motto on a broken helmet in Battle Abbey, 

“ L’espoir est ma force,” which might be the motto of ever}' 
man’s life. “ Woe unto him that is faint-hearted,” says the 
son of Sirach. There is, indeed, no blessing equal to 
the possession of a stout heart. Even if a man fail 
in his efforts, it will be a satisfaction to him to enjoy the 
consciousness of having done his best. In humble life 
nothing can be more cheering and beautiful than to see a 
man combating suffering by patience, triumphing in his 
integrity, and who, when his feet are bleeding and his 
limbs failing him, still walks upon his courage. 

Mere wishes and desires but engender a sort of green 
sickness in young minds, unless they are promptly em- 
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which we call effort ; and it is astonishing to find how 
often results apparently impracticable are thus made pos- 
sible. An intense anticipation itself transforms possibility 
into reality ; our desires being often but the precursors of 
the things which we are capable of performing. On the 
contrary, the timid and hesitating find everything impos- 
sible, chiefly because it seems so. It is related of a young 
French officer, that he used to walk about his apartment 
exclaiming, “ I will be Marshal of France and a great 
general.” His ardent desire was the presentiment of his 
success ; for the young officer did become a distinguished 
commander, and he died a Marshal of France. 

Mr. Walker, author of the ‘ Original,’ had so great a faith 
in the power of will, that he says on one occasion he deter- 
mined to be well, and he was so. This may answer once ; 
but, though safer to follow than many prescriptions, it will 
not always succeed. The power of mind over body is no 
doubt great, but it may be strained until the physical power 
breaks down altogether. It is related of Muley Moluc, the 
Moorish leader, that, when lying ill, almost worn out by an 
incurable disease, a battle took place between his troops and 
the Portuguese; when, starting from his litter at the great 
crisis of the fight, he rallied his army, led them to victory, 
and instantly afterwards sank exhausted and expired. 

It is will , — force of purpose, — that enables a man to do or 
be whatever he sets his mind on being or doing. A holy 
man was accustomed to say, “ Whatever you wish, that you 
are : for such is the force of our will, joined to the Divine, 
that whatever we wish to be, seriously, and with a true 
intention, that we become. No one ardently wishes to be 
submissive, patient, modest, or liberal, who does not be- 
come what he wishes.” The story is told of a working 
carpenter, who was observed one day planing a magistrate's 
bench which he was repairing, with more than usual care- 
fulness ; and when asked the reason, he replied, “ Because 
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tomb which you yourself have dug, without the power of rolling 
away the stone. That which the easiest becomes a habit in 
us is the will. Learn then to will strongly and decisively ; 
thus fix your floating life, and leave it no longer to be 
carried hither and thither, like a withered leaf, by every 
wind that blows.” 

Buxton held the conviction that a young man might be 
very much what he pleased, provided he formed a strong 
resolution and held to it. Writing to one of his own sons, 
he said, “ You are now at that period of life, in which you 
must make a turn to the right or the left. You must 
now give proofs of principle, determination, and strength 
of mind ; or you must sink into idleness, and acquire the 
habits and character of a desultory, ineffective young man ; 
and if once you fall to that point, you will find it no easy 
matter to rise again. I am sure that a young man may be 
very much what he pleases. In my own case it was 
so. , . , Much of my happiness, and all my prosperity 

in life, have resulted from the change I made at your age. 
If you seriously resolve to be energetic and industrious, 
depend upon it that you will for your whole life have reason 
to rejoice that you were wise enough to form and to act 
upon that determination.” As will, considered without 
regard to direction, is simply constancy, firmness, perse- 
verance, it will be obvious that everything depends upon 
right direction and motives. Directed towards the enjoy- 
ment of the senses, the strong will may be a demon, and 
the intellect merely its debased slave ; but directed towards 
good, the strong will is a king, and the intellect the minister 
of man’s highest well-being. 

“Where there is a will there is a way,” is an old and 
true saying. He who resolves upon doing a thing, by 
that very resolution often scales the barriers to it, and 
secures its achievement. To think we are able, is almost 
to be so — to determine upon attainment is frequently 
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attainment itself. Thus, earnest resolution has often seemed 
to have about it almost a savour of omnipotence. The 
strength of Suwarrow’s character lay in his power of willing, 
and, like most resolute persons, he preached it up as a 
system. “You can only half wall,” he would say to people 
who failed. Like Richelieu and Napoleon, he would have 
the word “ impossible ” banished from the dictionary. “ I 
don’t know,” “ I can’t,” and “ impossible,” were words which 
he detested above all others. “Learn! Do! Try!” he 
would exclaim. His biographer has said of him, that he 
furnished a remarkable illustration of what may be effected 
by the energetic development and exercise of faculties, the 
germs of which at least are in every human heart. 

One of Napoleon’s favourite maxims was, “The truest 
wisdom is a resolute determination.” His life, beyond 
most others, vividly showed what a powerful and un- 
scrupulous will could accomplish. He threw his whole 
force of body and mind direct upon his work. Imbecile 
rulers, and the nations they governed went down before 
him in succession. He was told that the Alps stood in the 
way of his armies — “ There shall be no Alps,” he said, and 
the road across the Simplon w r as constructed, through a 
district formerly almost inaccessible. “ Impossible,” said 
he, “ is a word only to be found in the dictionary of fools.” 
He was a man who toiled terribly ; sometimes employing 
and exhausting four secretaries at a time. He spared no 
one, not even himself. His influence inspired other men, 
and put a new life into them. “ I made my generals out 
of mud,” he said. But all was of no avail ; for Napoleon’s 
intense selfishness was his ruin, and the ruin of France, 
which he left a prey to anarchy. His life taught the lesson 
that power, however energetically wielded, without benefi- 
cence, is fatal to its possessor and its subjects ; and that 
knowledge, or knowingness, without goodness, is but the 
incarnate principle of Evil. 
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Our own Wellington was a far greater man. Not less 
resolute, firm, and persistent, but more self-denying, con- 
scientious, and truly patriotic. Napoleon’s aim was “ Glory;” 
Wellington’s watchword, like Nelson’s, was “ Duty.” The 
fonner word, it is said, does not once occur in his despatches; 
the latter often, but never accompanied by any high-sounding 
professions. The greatest difficulties could neither embarrass 
nor intimidate Wellington ; his energy invariably rising in 
proportion to the obstacles to be surmounted. The patience, 
the firmness, the resolution, with which he bore through the 
maddening vexations and gigantic difficulties of the Penin- 
sular campaigns, is, perhaps, one of the sublimest things to 
be found in history. In Spain, Wellington not only ex- 
hibited the genius of the general, but the comprehensive 
wisdom of the statesman. Though his natural temper was 
irritable in the extreme, his high sense of duty enabled him 
to restrain it ; and to those about him his patience seemed ab- 
solutely inexhaustible. His great character stands untarnished 
by ambition, by avarice, or any low passion. Though a man 
of powerful individuality, he yet displayed a great variety of 
endowment. The equal of Napoleon in generalship, he was 
as prompt, vigorous, and daring as Clive : as wise a statesman 
as Cromwell ; and as pure and high-minded as Washington. 
The great Wellington left behind him an enduring reputation, 
founded on toilsome campaigns won by skilful combination, 
by fortitude which nothing could exhaust, by sublime daring, 
and perhaps by still sublimer patience. 

Energy usually displays itself in promptitude and decision. 
When Ledyard the traveller was asked by the African Asso- 
ciation when he would be ready to set out for Africa, he 
immediately answered, “ To-morrow morning.” Blucher's 
promptitude obtained for him the cognomen of “ Marshal 
Forwards ” throughout the Prussian army. Wien John 
Jervis, afterwards Earl St. Vincent, was asked when he would 
be ready to join his ship, he replied, “ Directly.” And when 
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Sir Colin Campbell, appointed to the command of the Indian 
anny, was asked when he could set out, his answer was, 

“ To-morrow,” — an earnest of his subsequent success. For 
it is rapid decision, and a similar promptitude in action, such 
as taking instant advantage of an enemy’s mistakes, that so 
often wins battles. “ At Areola,” said Napoleon, “ I won 
the battle with twenty-five horsemen. I seized a moment of 
lassitude, gave every man a trumpet, and gained the day 
with this handful. Two armies are two bodies which meet 
and endeavour to frighten each other : a moment of panic 
occurs, and that moment must be turned to advantage.” 

“ Every moment lost,” said he at another time, “ gives an 
opportunity for misfortune and he declared that he beat 
the Austrians because they never knew the value of time : 
while they dawdled, he overthrew them. 

India has, during the last century, been a great field for 
the display of British energy. From Clive to Havelock and 
Clyde there is a long and honourable roll of distinguished 
names in Indian legislation and warfare, — such as Wellesley, 
Metcalfe, Outram, Edwardes, and the Lawrences. Another 
great but sullied name is that of Warren Hastings — a man of 
dauntless will and indefatigable industry. His family was 
ancient and illustrious ; but their vicissitudes of fortune and 
ill-requited loyalty in the cause of the Stuarts, brought them 
to poverty, and the family estate at Daylesford, of which they 
had been lords of the manor for hundreds of years, at length 
passed from their hands. The last Hastings of Daylesford 
had, how'ever, presented the parish living to his second son ; 
and it was in his house, many years later, that Warren 
Hastings, his grandson, was bom. The boy lenmt his letters 
at the village school, on the same bench with the children of 
the peasantry. He played in the fields which his fathers had 
owned ; and what the loyal and brave Hastings of Daylesford 
had been, was ever in the boy’s thoughts. His young am- 
bition was fired, and it is said that one summer's day, when 
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only seven years old, as he laid him down on the bank of the 
stream which flowed through the domain, he formed in his 
mind the resolution that he would yet recover possession of 
the family lands. It was the romantic vision of a boy; yet 
he lived to realise it. The dream became a passion, rooted 
in his very' life; and he pursued his determination through 
youth up to manhood, with that calm but indomitable force 
of will which was the most striking peculiarity of his character. 
The orphan boy became one of the most powerful men of his 
time ; he retrieved the fortunes of his line ; bought back the 
old estate, and rebuilt the family mansion. “When, under 
a tropical sun,” says Macaulay, “ he ruled fifty millions of 
Asiatics, his hopes, amidst all the cares of war, finance, and 
legislation, still pointed to Daylesford. And when, his long 
public life, so singularly chequered with good and evil, with 
glory and obloquy, had at length closed for ever, it was to 
Daylesford that he retired to die.” 

Sir Charles Napier was another Indian leader of extraor- 
dinary courage and determination. He once said of the diffi- 
culties with which he was surrounded in one of his campaigns, 

“ They only make my feet go deeper into the ground.” His 
battle of Meeanee was one of the most extraordinary feats in 
history. With 2000 men, of whom only 400 were Europeans, 
he encountered an aimy of 35,000 hardy and well-armed 
Eeloochees. It was an act, apparently, of the most daring 
temerity, but the general had faith in himself and in his men. 
He charged the Belooch centre up a high bank which formed 
their rampart in front, and for three mortal hours the battle 
raged. Each man of that small force, inspired by the chief, 
became for the time a hero. The Eeloochees, though 
twenty to one, were driven back, but with their faces to the 
foe. It is this sort of pluck, tenacity, and determined per- 
severance which wins soldiers’ battles, and, indeed, every 
battle. It is the one neck nearer that wins the race and 
shows the blood ; it is the one march more that wins the 


Chap. vm. The Indian Swordsman. 233 

campaign ■ the five minutes’ more persistent courage that 
'wns the fight Though your force be less than another’s, 
ou e qual d 0utmaster your opponent if you continue it 
X concentrate it more. The reply of the Spartan 

i ! t ’o iTi A°m S S ° n ’ WhCn COm P lainifi g that his sword 
in life ’ a StCP t0 it ’” is a PP licab! e to everything 

Napier took the right method of inspiring his men with 

the XXVh Pirit HC W ° rked aS hard “ -7 Pn "ate in 

to take V fair of commandin g,” he said, “is 

take a fair share of the work. The man who leads an 

hLXr°The CCeed UnI m S hiS Wh0lemind » thrown 'into 
the a ThL m ° re trouble > the more labour must be given • 

overpo^'red^V h v "T X mUSt be Sh ° Wn ’ tiU aI1 is> 

his camnaioTi • n }< ^ Ung 0tticer wb 0 accompanied him in 
thii u gn - m tlG Cutcbee Hills, once said, “When I see 
“ old man incessantly on his horse, how can I be idle who 

Setiri * z - go im rr ed ^ 

tra.es I i cool T"' "“ h the India ' 1 ™« ler s(Ai ”S'>- m " s ' 

ond Z “ his simplicity 

battles a I aractcr. On one occasion, after the Indian 

hisfeisb? f J “ ggler Vi5ited the cam P and Performed 
other X " G u eneraI ’ WS *“*7, and Among 
swordl r ?’ thlS man CUt in two with a stroke of hi! 

Napier thou^tV™ 011 PkCed “ the hand of his assist ant 

ancf his retainer ToT TT COl ' US1 ° n between the j u ^ ler 
man's T dlVlde b >' a swee P of the sword on a 

believed to b e °i Sma 1 T, ° bjeCt With0Ut touching the flesh he 
by Scott • v im P° SS1) C ’ though a similar incident is related 
the Xt r r ° m T e ° f thC * Talisman.’ To determine 
meri ? .Vj* General oftered his own hand for the experi- 

looked f h e f retched out h is right arm. The juggler 
Cd attent ‘vely at the hand, and said he would not make 


Digitized by Google 



British energy in India. 


Chap. VIII. 


234 


the trial. “I thought I would find you out!” exclaimed 
Napier. “ But stop,” added the other, “ let me see your left 
hand.” The left hand was submitted, and the man then 
said firmly, “ If you will hold your arm steady I will perform 
the feat.” “But why the left hand and not the right?’ 
“ Because the right hand is hollow in the centre, and there 
is a risk of cutting off the thumb ; the left is high, and the 
danger will be less.” Napier was startled. “ I got frightened, ’ 
he said; “ I saw it was an actual feat of delicate swordsman- 
ship, and if I had not abused the man as I did before my 
staff, and challenged him to the trial, I honestly acknowledge 
I would have retired from the encounter. However, I put 
the lime on my hand, and held out my arm steadily, dhe 
juggler balanced himself, and, with a swift stroke cut the 
lime in two pieces. I felt the edge of the sword on my hand 
as if a cold thread had been drawn across it. So much (he 
added) for the brave swordsmen of India, whom our fine 
fellows defeated at Meeanee.” 

The recent terrible struggle in India has served to bring 
out,, perhaps more prominently than any previous event in 
our history, the determined energy and self-reliance of the 
national character. Although English officialism may often 
drift stupidly into gigantic blunders, the men of the nation 
generally contrive to work their way out of them with a 
heroism almost approaching the sublime. In May, ^57, 
when the revolt burst upon India like a thunder-clap, the 
British forces had been allowed to dwindle to their lx 
treme minimum, and were scattered over a wide extent 0 
country, many of them in remote cantonments. 1 he Bengal 
regiments, one after another, rose against their officers, bro 'e 
away, and rushed to Delhi. Province after province vas 
lapped in mutiny and rebellion ; and the cry for help lose 
from east to west. Everywhere the English stood at bar m 
small detachments, beleaguered and surrounded, apparent.,, 
incapable of resistance. Their discomfiture seemed so 
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so certain that ^ ™ m ° f the British cau se in India 
said before • T> mght v \™ d of them then, as it had been 
beaten ?5 * EngIlSh never kn °w when they are 

*“ - <&» 

Holkar^o^of ! the nL'^ mUt ' ny appeared unc ertain, 

^information. The re^I 

one are slain that one Jnf ’• If the Euro P eans save 
In their verj darW remam t0 %ht and ^conquer.” 

a mere handful aS at Ludn ^. 

out amidst a city and nr^ 0 ' ^ C1Vlhans ’ and women, held 
was no word of desn/ u “ armS against tbem-there 
cut off fron7alf coZ ’ "° th ° Ught ° f SurTender - Though 
and not knowing whetTZlZk ^ fnendS f ° r months > 
ceased to have perfect faith in tZ ° St ° f held ’ they never 
of their countrymen Tc 1 c ° ura ff e aR d devotedness 

of English S^eld 1 7h T ^ a b ° d >' of ”>™ 

W« unled Tl ^ri^Th', “ ^oAiot tliey would no, be 
issue but retrieval of the'r ■ 7 never dreamt of any other 
and if the worst' n . misfortune and ultimate triumph ; 

their post and die in Z° th ^ WOrst ’ thcy could but fall at 

we remind the read " ° f thdr duty - Need 

a nd Outram-men of nnlvh^ ° f I ? vdock ’ In S lis > Neill > 
it ^ght with truth ll ™ ^ould-of each of whom 

Her, the soul of a Lr ? ^ ^ Ae heart ofa chera - 
Montalembert has s the tem P er ament ofa martyr, 

human race * Z H ° f f® that “ they do honour toThe 
PmvedequaUyZltZS 0l,t ^ ^ triaI ^ all 
the general down th u CIV1 lans and soldiers — from 
man. The men w/° Ug * • P ades to the private and bugle- 
ordinary people whn" 0 Plck f d: lhe y belonged to the same 
^eets, inSsLT T daUy meet at hom c-in the 
disaster fell unon th ’ 1 e fieIds ’ at clu Hs ; yet when sudden 

Personal resources and ’ **** a ' Kl aU dis P layed a wealth of 
energy, and became as it were indi- 
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vi dually heroic. “ Not one of them,” says Montalembert, 
“ shrank or trembled — all, military and civilians, young and 
old, generals and soldiers, resisted, fought, and perished with 
a coolness and intrepidity which never faltered. It is in this 
circumstance that shines out the immense value of public 
education, which invites the Englishman from his youth to 
make use of his strength and his liberty, to associate, resist, 
fear nothing, to be astonished at nothing, and to save himself, 
by his own sole exertions, from every sore strait in life. 

It has been said that Delhi was taken and India saved by 
the personal character of Sir John Lawrence. I he very 
name of “ Lawrence ” represented power in the North-West 
Provinces. His standard of duty, zeal, and personal effort, 
was of the highest ; and every man who served under him 
seemed to be inspired by his spirit. It was declare of 
him that his character alone was worth an army. The same 
might be said of his brother Sir Henry, who organised the 
Punjaub force that took so prominent a part in the capture 
of Delhi. Both brothers inspired those who were about 
them with perfect love and confidence. Both possessed that 
quality of tenderness, which is one of the true elements 0 l ic 
heroic character. Both lived amongst the people, and power- 
fully influenced them for good. Above all, as Col. Ed war es 
says, “ they drew models on young fellows minds, which t rey 
went forth and copied in their several administrations • t ey 
sketched a faith , and begot a school , , which are both living 
things at this day.” Sir John Lawrence had by his side such 
men as Montgomery, Nicholson, Cotton, and Edwar es, as 
prompt, decisive, and high-souled as himself. John Nic 10 son 
was one of the finest, manliest, and noblest of men e.ery 
inch a hakim,” the natives said of him “a tower 0 
strength,” as he was characterised by Lord Dalhousie. n 
whatever capacity he acted he was great, because he actec 
with his whole strength and soul. A brotherhood of fa eers 
— borne away by their enthusiastic admiration of the man 
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even began the worship of Nikkil Seyn : he had some of 
them punished for their folly, but they continued their 
worship nevertheless. Of his sustained energy and per 

SrSeno 11 UStratl0n mav be cite d in his pmsuit of the 
Si h Sepoy mutineers, when he was in the saddle for twenty 

— 6 ° UrS> and travelled more than seventy miles 
Vhen the enemy set up their standard at Delhi licence 

PunjaurSd 1617 ’ r t ng ° n the SUpP ° rt of the P e '°P Ie °P the 

;C e L admiMion and 

order whilst thev h, i J * ° Wn P rovin ce in perfect 

and Sikh, against that European 

mander-in-chief m “h 7 ‘ b ’ r J ohn wrote to the com- 
Delhi ” while the ang ° n t0 the rebels ’ n °ses before 
Nicholson “the ^°° PS TV* “ by f ° rCed marches under 
miles off ”’a S ^ Wai " horse mi ^ ht be b ^d 

wept ol ^ ^ ° f Him by a ™ gh Slkh ^o 

Jm'S oZr’^,1 ° f Delhi ™ the ” 0St 

although the leaguer of r ^ , LOllrsc ' of that ff’gantic struggle, 
skeleton of S dUring which the meres! 

die herofo^nflif fofc' le§ime ” t tbe 3.nd-hdd out, under 
armed enemfes Z T tW ° hundred thousa nd 

At Delhi, too thp BriHsh aPS CXClted more intens e interest, 
ostensibly the be'sieief IT * ^ ^ 

“in the onen ”~ru f ’ ^ 7 WCre a mere handful of men 
native and thev ^ * T 3 ’ 7 °° bayonets > European and 

of fr0m t0 day by an a ™ y 

'rained to Euronea/d °T f 6 38 many as 7S ’ 000 men, 
plied with aETh T 6 by English ° fficers > and SU P- 
little band sat dm munitl0ns of war. The heroic 

a tropical sun D * ^ ^ Clty Under the burnin S rays of 

horn 1 their n,’ eath > wounds, and fever failed to turn them 

ovefwfelminn P0S t ^ timCS they — attacked by 

'he enemy and thirty times did they drive ba <* 

y e and their defences. As Captain Hodson— 
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himself one of the bravest there — has said, “ I venture to 
aver that no other nation in the world would have remained 
here, or avoided defeat if they had attempted to do so.” 
Never for an instant did these heroes falter at their work ; 
with sublime endurance they held on, fought on, and never 
relaxed until, dashing through the “ imminent deadly breach,” 
the place was won, and the British flag was again unfurled 
on the walls of Delhi. All were great — privates, officers, and 
generals. Common soldiers who had been inured to a life 
of hardship, and young officers who had been nursed in 
luxurious homes, alike proved their manhood, and emerged 
from that terrible trial with equal honour. The native 
strength and soundness of the English race, and of manly 
English training and discipline, were never more powerfully 
exhibited ; and it was there emphatically proved that the 
Men of England are, after all, its greatest products. A 
terrible price was paid for this great chapter in our history, 
but if those who survive, and those who come after, profit by 
the lesson and example, it may not have been purchased at 
too great a cost 

But not less energy and courage have been displayed in 
India and the East by men of various nations, in other lines 
of action more peaceful and beneficent than that of war. 
And while the heroes of the sword are remembered, the 
heroes of the gospel ought not to be forgotten, from 
Xavier to Martyn and Williams, there has been a succession 
of illustrious missionary labourers, working in a spirit ot 
sublime self-sacrifice, without any thought of worldly honour, 
inspired solely by the hope of seeking out and rescuing the 
lost and fallen of their race. Borne up by invincible courage 
and never-failing patience, these men have endured priva- 
tions, braved dangers, walked through pestilence, and borne 
all toils, fatigues, and sufferings, yet held on their way 
rejoicing, glorying even in martyrdom itself. Of these one 
of the first and most illustrious was Francis Xavier. Bom 
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of noble lineage, and with pleasure, power, and honour 
within his reach, he proved by his life that there are higher 
objects in the world than rank, and nobler aspirations than 
the accumulation of wealth. He was a true gentleman in 
manners and sentiment; brave, honourable, generous; easily 
led, yet capable of leading; easily persuaded, yet himself 
persuasive ; a most patient, resolute and energetic man. At 
the age of twenty-two he was earning his living as a public 
teacher of philosophy at the University of Paris. There 
Xavier became the intimate friend and associate of Loyola, 
and shortly afterwards he conducted the pilgrimage of the 
first little band of proselytes to Rome. 

When John III. of Portugal resolved to plant Christianity 
in the Indian territories subject to his influence, Bobadilla 
was first selected as his missionary ; but being disabled by 
illness, it was found necessary to make another selection, and 
Xavier was chosen. Repairing his tattered cassock, and 
with no other baggage than his breviary, he at once started 
for Lisbon and embarked for the East. The ship in which 
he set sail for Goa had the Governor on board, with a rein- 
forcement of a thousand men for the garrison of the place. 

hough a cabin was placed at his disposal, Xavier slept on 
deck diroughout the voyage with his head on a coil of ropes, 
messing with the sailors. By ministering to their wants, 
inventing innocent sports for their amusement, and attend- 
ing them in their sickness, he wholly won their hearts, and 
they regarded him with veneration. 

Arrived at Goa, Xavier was shocked at the depravity of 
the people, settlers as well as natives ; for the former had 
imported the vices without the restraints of civilization, and 
the latter had only been too apt to imitate their bad example, 
fussing along the streets of the city, sounding his handbell 
as he went, he implored the people to send h : m their children 
to be instructed. He shortly succeeded in collecting a 
large number of scholars, whom he carefully taught day by 
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day, at the same time visiting the sick, the lepers, and the 
wretched of all classes, with the object of assuaging their 
miseries, and bringing them to the truth. No cry of human 
suffering which reached him was disregarded. Hearing of 
the degradation and misery of the pearl fishers of Manaar, 
he set out to visit them, and his bell again rang out the invi- 
tation of mercy. He baptized and he taught, but the latter 
he could only do through interpreters. His most eloquent 
teaching was his ministration to the wants and the sufferings 
of the wretched. 

On he went, his hand-bell sounding along the coast of 
Comorin, among the towns and villages, the temples and the 
bazaars, summoning the natives to gather about him and 
be instructed. He had translations made of the Catechism, 
the Apostles’ Creed, the Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, 
and some of the devotional offices of the Church. Com- 
mitting these to memory in their own tongue he recited them 
to the children, until they had them by heart ; after which 
he sent them forth to teach the words to their parents and 
neighbours. At Cape Comorin, he appointed thirty teachers, 
who under himself presided over thirty Christian Churches, 
though the Churches were but humble, in most cases con- 
sisting only of a cottage surmounted by a cross. Thence he 
passed to Travancore, sounding his way from village to 
village, baptizing until his hands dropped with weariness, 
and repeating his formulas until his voice became almost 
inaudible. According to his own account, the success of his 
mission surpassed his highest expectations. His pure, earnest, 
and beautiful life, and the irresistible eloquence of his deeds, 
made converts wherever he went ; and by sheer force of 
sympathy those who saw him and listened to him, insensibly 
caught a portion of his ardour. 

Burdened with the thought that “the harvest is great and 
the labourers are few,” Xavier next sailed to Malacca and 
Japan, where he found himself amongst entirely new races, 
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speaking other tongues. The most that he could do here 
was to weep and pray, to smooth the pillow, and watch by 
the sick-bed, sometimes soaking the sleeve of his surplice in 
water, from which to squeeze out a few' drops and baptize 
the dying. Hoping all things, and fearing nothing, this 
valiant soldier of the truth was borne onward throughout 
by faith and energy. “ Whatever form of death or torture,” 
said he, “ awaits me, I am ready to suffer it ten thousand 
times for the salvation of a single soul.” He battled with 
hunger, thirst, privations and dangers of all kinds, still pur- 
suing his mission of love, unresting and unwearying. At 
length, after eleven years labour, this great good man, while 
striving to find a way into China, was stricken with fever in 
the Island of Sanchian, and there received his crown of 
glory. A hero of nobler mould, more pure, self-denying, 
and courageous, has probably never trod this earth. 

Other missionaries have followed Xavier in the same field 
of work, such as Schwartz, Carey, and Marshman in India ; 
Gutzlaff and Morrison in China; Williams in the South 
Seas; Campbell, Moffatt and Livingstone in Africa. John 
Williams, the martyr of Erromanga, was originally appren- 
ticed to a furnishing ironmonger. Though considered a 
dull boy, he was handy at his trade, in w'hich he acquired 
so much skill that his master usually entrusted him with 
any blacksmith’s w'ork that required the exercise of more 
than ordinary care. He was also fond of bell-hanging and 
other employments which took him away from the shop. A 
casual sermon which he heard gave his mind a serious bias, 
and he became a Sunday-school teacher. The cause of 
missions having been brought under his notice at some 
of his society’s meetings, he determined to devote himself to 
this work. His services w'ere accepted by the London Mis- 
sionary Society ; and his rnaster allowed him to leave the 
ironmonger’s shop before the expiry of his indentures. The 
islands of the Pacific Ocean were the principal scene of his 
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labours — more particularly Huahine in Tahiti, Raiatea, and 
Rarotonga. Like the Apostles he worked with his hands, — 
at blacksmith work, gardening, shipbuilding ; and he endea- 
voured to teach the islanders the arts of civilised life, at the 
same time that he instructed them in the truths of religion. 
It was in the course of his indefatigable labours that he was 
massacred by savages on the shore of Erromanga — none 
worthier than he to wear the martyr’s crown. 

The career of Dr. Livingstone is one of the most interest- 
ing of all. He has told the story of his life in that modest 
and unassuming manner which is so characteristic of the 
man himself. His ancestors were poor but honest High- 
landers, and it is related of one of them, renowned in his 
district for wisdom and prudence, that when on his death- 
bed he called his children round him and left them these 
words, the only legacy he had to bequeath — “ In my life- 
time.” said he, “ I have searched most carefully through all 
the traditions I could find of our family, and I never could 
discover that there was a dishonest man among our fore- 
fathers : if, therefore, any of you or any of your children 
should take to dishonest ways, it will not be because it runs 
in our blood ; it does not belong to you : I leave this precept 
with you — Be honest.” At the age of ten Livingstone was 
sent to work in a cotton factory near Glasgow as a “ piecer.” 
With part of his first week’s wages he bought a Latin gram- 
mar, and began to learn that language, pursuing the study 
for years at a night school. He would sit up conning his 
lessons till twelve or later, when not sent to bed by his 
mother, for he had to be up and at work in the factory every 
morning by six. In this way he plodded through Virgil and 
Horace, also reading extensively all books, excepting novels, 
that came in his way, but more especially scientific works 
and books of travels. He occupied his spare hours, which 
were but few, in the pursuit of botany, scouring the neigh- 
bourhood to collect plants. He even carried on his reading 


Googlfl 


Chap. VIII. 


His studies . 


243 


amidst the roar of the factory machinery, so placing the 
book upon the spinning jenny which he worked thft he 
could catch sentence after sentence as he passed it In 

eXe Wa and e y0Uth aC( * uired ™ch useful know- 

becoming ° lder ’ the desire Possessed him of 

t0 heathen ' With this object he 
to be qualified f medlcal educa tion, in order the better 
hlelmin^f ll He -ocordingly economised 

support hi’ f ii d as much mone y as enabled him to 
classes J j attending the Medical and Greek 

Z!L D r ity Lectures ’. « 

remain,! r ’ , t as a c °tton spinner during the 
feSotj ° He ,hus s “PP°«=d himself, during 

worto ? e ” t,reIy by his O'™ earnings as a factor. 

otherTuice u ,35 TT* * ° f M P fro ™ a "y 

that life of i r ' Ing hook now . he honestly says, “at 

sue!, fnlS ITT bnt “ th “" kftl to i Lned 

Possible i Ttin? . 7 ea ' ly educalio "i and, were it 
U ile a°dt t e t0 „ b 'S"' life »'■“ again in the sante 
At lenX’he V K P a rOUEh ,he aa” 6 hardy training" 

Patb d^ patdHs * mediCI ' CUrriCll, “ m ’ his 

licentiate of L v H examinatlons . and was admitted a 
first h a , he Facult y of Physicians and Surgeons. At 
with that °“ S 'l 0f g01 ” s t0 China . hut the war then waging 
KJSfaJS s PreVentCd “ S oat the idea , LI 

he was bv th services to th e London Missionary Society, 
HeZttd ° Ut t0 ^ he -ached in xS^ 
and he says the i° pr0ce ^ d t0 China b y his own efforts ; 
charge of the I n *Y ^ going t0 Africa at the 

'vas notllfe atr m MlSS ‘° nary S ° dety was > because “it 
way to becom S ^ ^ t0 ODe accustomed to work his own 
Arrived in Afrir ’ k" * manner ’ de P endent “P°n others.” 
not brook A T t0 W ° rk Wkh zea5 ‘ He could 

others but r i ^ °! mere,y enterin g u Pon the labours of 
r but cut out a large sphere of independent work, pre- 

R 2 


Digitized by Google 


244 Dr. Livingstone — John Howard. Chap. vm. 


paring himself for it by undertaking manual labour in 
building and other handicraft employment, in addition to 
teaching, which, he says, “made me generally as much 
exhausted and unfit for study in the evenings as ever 1 had 
been when a cotton-spinner.’’ Whilst labouring amongst the 
Bechuanas, he dug canals, built houses, cultivated fields, 
reared cattle, and taught the natives to work as well as 
worship. When he first started with a party of them on foot 
upon a long journey, he overheard their observations upon 
his appearance and powers — “ He is not strong, said they ; 
“ he is quite slim, and only appears stout because he puts 
himself into those bags (trowsers) : he will soon knock up. 
This caused the missionary’s Highland blood to nse, and 
made him despise the fatigue of keeping them all at the top 
of their speed for days together, until he heard them express 
ing proper opinions of his pedestrian powers. W hat he ■- 1 
in Africa, and how he worked, may be learnt from his own 
‘ Missionary Travels,’ one of the most fascinating books o 
its kind that has ever been given to the public. One of Ins 
last known acts is thoroughly characteristic of the man. ie 
‘ Birkenhead ’ steam launch, which he took out with him to 
Africa, having proved a failure, he sent home orders for t ie 
construction of another vessel at an estimated cost of 2000.. 
This sum he proposed to defray out of the means which ie 
had set aside for his children arising from the profits of ns 
books of travels. “ The children must make it up them 
selves,” was in effect his expression in sending home the 
order for the appropriation of the money. , 

The career of John Howard was throughout a striking 
illustration of the same power of patient purpose. His sub 
lime life proved that even physical weakness could remove 
mountains in the pursuit of an end recommended by duty 
The idea of ameliorating the condition of prisoners engrossed 
his whole thoughts and possessed him like a passion ; an 
no toil, nor danger, nor bodily suffering could turn him from 
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that great object of his life. Though a man of no genius 
•nd but moderate talent, his heart was pure and his will was 
strong. Even in his own time he achieved a remarkable 
degree of success ; and his influence did not die with him, 
for it has continued powerfully to affect not only the legis- 
lation 01 England, but of all civilised nations, down to the 
present hour. 

Jonas Hanway was another of the many patient and per- 
severing men who have made England what it is— content 
amply to do with energy the work they have been ap- 
pointed to do, and go to their rest thankfully when it is 


“ Leaving no memorial but a world 
Made better by their lives.” 

He was born in 1712, at Portsmouth, where his father, a 
storekeeper m the dockyard, being killed by an accident, he 
^ 1 an orphan at an early age. His mother removed 
with her children to London, where she had them put to 
00 , an struggled hard to bring them up respectably, 
venteen J onas was sent to Lisbon to be apprenticed to 
a merchant, where his close attention to business, his punc- 
ua ny, and his strict honour and integrity, gained for him the 
respect and esteem of all who knew him. Returning to 
on j” *743> he accepted the offer of a partnership in 

intb ”^ 18 . mercant * ie house at St. Petersburg engaged 
m the Caspian trade, then in its infancy. Hanway went to 

K-ussia for the purpose of extending the business ; and shortly 
‘ er his arrival at the capital he set out for Persia, with 
aravan of English bales of cloth making twenty carriage 
loads. At Astracan he sailed for Astrabad, on the south- 
ern s lore of the Caspian ; but he had scarcely landed 
• a es. v lien an insurrection broke out, his goods were 
J f C ’ an< ~ afterwards recovered the principal part 

cm, t ic fruits of his enterprise w'ere in a great measure 
plot was set on foot to seize himself and his party ; 
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so he took to sea and, after encountering great perils, reached 
Ghilan in safety. His escape on this occasion gave him 
the first idea of the words which he afterwards adopted 
as the motto of his life — “Never Despair." He afterwards 
resided in St. Petersburg for five years, carrying on a pros- 
perous business. But a relative having left him some 
property, and his own means being considerable, he left 
Russia, and arrived in his native country in 1 75 °- ^' s 

object in returning to England was, as he himself expressed 
it, “to consult his own health (which was extremely delicate), 
and do as much good to himself and others as he was able. 
The rest of his life was spent in deeds of active benevolence 
and usefulness to his fellow men. He lived in a qur 1 style, 
in order that he might employ a larger share of his income 
in works of benevolence. One of the first public im- 
provements to which he devoted himself was that of the 
highways of the metropolis, in which he succeeded to a large 
extent. The rumour of a French invasion being prevalent 
in 1755, Mr. Hanway turned his attention to the best mode 
of keeping up the supply of seamen. He summoned a 
meeting of merchants and shipowners at the Royal Exchange, 
and there proposed to them to form themselves into a 
society for fitting out landsmen volunteers and boys, to sen e 
on board the king’s ships. The proposal was received w ith 
enthusiasm : a society was formed, and officers were ap- 
pointed, Mr. Hanway directing its entire operations. T he 
result was the establishment in 1756 of The Marine Society, 
an institution which has proved of much national advantage, 
and is to this day of great and substantial utility. Within 
six years from its formation, 5451 boys and 4787 landsmen 
volunteers had been trained and fitted out by the society and 
added to the navy, and to this day it is in active operation, 
about 600 poor boys, after a careful education, being an- 
nually apprenticed as sailors, principally in the merchant 
service. 
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Mr. Hanway devoted the other portions of his spare time 
to improving or establishing important public institutions 
in the metropolis. From an early period he took an active 
interest in the Foundling Hospital, which had been started 
by Thomas Coram many years before, but which, by encou- 
raging parents to abandon their children to the charge 
of a chanty, was threatening to do more harm than good. 
He determined to take steps to stem the evil, entering upon 
e wor' m the face of the fashionable philanthropy of the 
time ; but by holding to his purpose he eventually succeeded 
m bringing the charity back to its proper objects; and time 
and experience have proved that he was right. The Mag- 
alen Hospital was also established in a great measure 
through Mr. Hanway’s exertions. But his most laborious 
and persevering efforts were in behalf of the infant parish 
poor. The misery and neglect amidst which the children of 
e parish poor then grew up, and the mortality which pre- 
vailed amongst them, were frightful; but there was no 
fashionable movement on foot to abate the suffering, as in the 
case of the foundlings. So Jonas Hanway summoned his 
t . Cr ®! e ® t0 the tas k- Alone and unassisted he first ascer- 
V ne :i 7 P ersona l inquiry the extent of the evil. He ex- 
p ored die dwellings of the poorest classes in London, and 
■ J re poorhouse sick wards, by which he ascertained 
e management in detail of every workhouse in and near 

.1 r ?P°,, 1S ' nex * ma de a journey into France and 

Ug o an d> visiting the houses for the reception of the 
oor, and noting whatever he thought might be adopted at 
ame wit advantage. He was thus employed for five 
years ; and on his return to England he published the results 
ns o nervations, i he consequence was that many of the 
orldiouses were reformed and improved. In 1761 he 
aine an Act obliging every London parish to keep an 
annua register of all the infants received, discharged, and 
ea ; and he took care that the Act should work, for he 
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himself superintended its working with indefatigable watch- 
fulness. He went about from workhouse to workhouse in 
the morning, and from one member of parliament to another 
in the afternoon, for day after day, and for year after year, 
enduring every rebuff, answering every objection, and ac- 
commodating himself to every humour. At length, after a 
perseverance hardly to be equalled, and after nearly ten 
years' labour, he obtained another Act, at his sole expense 
(7 Geo. III. c. 39), directing that all parish infants belonging 
to the parishes within the bills of mortality should not be 
nursed in the workhouses, but be sent to nurse a certain 
number of miles out of town, until they were six years old, 
under the care of guardians to be elected triennially. The 
poor people called this “ the Act for keeping children alive , 
and the registers for the years which followed its passing, 
as compared with those which preceded it, showed that 
thousands of lives had been preserved through the judicious 
interference of this good and sensible man. 

Wherever a philanthropic work was to be done in London, 
be sure that Jonas Han way’s hand was in it. One of the 
first Acts for the protection of chimney-sweepers boys was 
obtained through his influence. A destructive fire at Mont 
real, and another at Bridgetown, Barbadoes, afforded him 
the opportunity for raising a timely subscription for the 
relief of the sufferers. His name appeared in every list, 
and his disinterestedness and sincerity were universa y 
recognized. But he was not suffered to waste his litt e 
fortune entirely in the service of others. Five leading 
citizens of London, headed by Mr. Hoare, the banker, 
without Mr. Hanway’s knowledge, waited on Lord Bute, then 
prime minister, in a body, and in the names of their fellow- 
citizens requested that some notice might be taken of this 
good man’s disinterested services to his country. The result 
was, his appointment shortly after, as one of the commis- 
sioners for victualling the navy. 
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Towards the close of his life Mr. Hanway’s health be- 
came very feeble, and although he found it necessary to 
re^gn h ls offico at the Victualling Board, he could not be 
idle; but laboured at the establishment of Sunday Schools, 
movement then m its infancy,— or in relieving poor 
_ cks, many of whom wandered destitute about the streets 

ne<decterf ^ !!’ -° r ’ alIev ‘ at ‘ n g tiie sufferings of some 
W hfr a , nd . deStltute cIass 0^ society. Notwithstand- 
ing his familiarity with misery in all its shapes, he was one 

ness he ° f bemgS J and > but for h is cheerful- 

ness he could never, with so delicate a frame, have got 

■ ugh so vast an amount of self-imposed work He 

C“ ng f f mUCh aS inactivit y- Th o^h fragile, he 
the first n d lndefatlgable > and his moral courage was of 
n endon Z ^ be regarded as a tnvrnl matter to 

streets of ^ Lo d ** Wh ° Ventured to walk th e 

anv mn 1 ? a M Umbrdla over h is head. But let 

merchant venture to walk along Com- 

degree oimoml ^ ^ he fi " d * *>me 

a»“un*relkr ,r Urag ' ‘° persevere in Aft « catryin g 

lenah com, ' 1 llrty years ’ Mr - Hamvay saw the article at 
0 ui come into general use. 

intern” v ay a rr “ man ° f Stn ' Ct honour ’ «™thft>lness, and 
HeWt’.™, 07 W ° rd ] ’ e Said mi S ht be relW “P»n- 
for the character o ftZT’ am0Unt,ng almost to a reverence, 
subject urZ h i A u ^ merchant > that it was the only 
He stricdv n' T a 6 T** ^ Seduced int0 a oulogium. 
werchanT and Fa ff T** he professed > and b °th' as a 
the naw’ w * tC " Vards as a commissioner for victualling 

acceH; Ik Z W With ° Ut Stain ’ He would not 

and when anv ^ ° f ^ S ° rt from a contractor i 

Victualling Offi pi ? Sent was sent to hi m whilst at the 

timation tha^ he’l ^ W ° U . ld . polltel >' retum Jt , with the in- 
from anv d made U a ^ not to acce Pt anything 

y person engaged with the office." When he found 
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his powers failing, he prepared for death with as much 
cheerfulness as he would have prepared himself for a journey 
into the country. He sent round and paid all his trades 
men, took leave of his friends, arranged his affairs, had his 
person neatly disposed of, and parted with life serene y 
and peacefully in his 74th year. The property which he 
left did not amount to two thousand pounds, and, as he had 
no relatives who wanted it, he divided it amongst sundry 
orphans and poor persons whom he had befriended during 
his lifetime. Such, in brief, was the beautiful life of Jonas 
Hanway,— as honest, energetic, hard-working, and true- 
hearted a man as ever lived. 

The life of Granville Sharp is another striking example 
of the same power of individual energy— a power which 
was afterwards transfused into the noble band of wor ers 
in the cause of Slavery Abolition, prominent among whom 
were Clarkson, Wilberforce, Buxton, and Brougham. But, 
giants though these men were in this cause, 

Sharp was the first, and perhaps the greatest of them all, m 
point of perseverance, energy, and intrepidity. e e S a 
life as apprentice to a linen-draper on Tower 1 > > 

leaving that business after his apprenticeship was ou , 
next entered as a clerk in the Ordnance Office ; an it 
while engaged in that humble occupation that he came on 
in his spare hours the work of Negro Emancipation. e 
was always, even when an apprentice, ready to un e 
any amount of volunteer labour where a usefu purpo 
was to be served. Thus, while learning the linen-drapery 
business, a fellow apprentice who lodged in the same ouse, 
and was a Unitarian, led him into frequent discussions 
religious subjects. The Unitarian youth insisted that * r 
ville’s Trinitarian misconception of certain passages 0 _ cn P 
ture arose from his want of acquaintance with the ree 
tongue ; on which he immediately set to work in his e ' enin ° 
hours, and shortly acquired an intimate knowledge of Gree .. 
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A similar controversy with another fellow-apprentice, a Jew 
as to the interpretation of the prophecies, led him in like 

Hebrew Undertake and overcom e the difficulties of 

Bm the circumstance which gave the bias and direction 
. it mam labours of his life originated in his generosity 
and benevolence. His brother William, a surgeon in Mincing 
Bane, gave gratuitous advice to the poor, and amongst the 
n™e,°us applicants for relief a, hi surgery was f p ‘or 
.iotoiJm” /““tan Strong. It appeared tha/the 

la^er ffit 1 T y by his m “ ,CT ’ * dadoes 

unaiile „ , London, and became Lame, almost blind, and 

fnrto ^ °\ Whlch his regarding him as of no 

££ toiz: ch ™s cme,,y turned him adrift the 

suDDortPfl u f; . T h poor man > a mass of disease, 
gging f ° r a time > untn he f ° und 

short! v >am u S larP ’ Wh ° gave him some me( iicine, and 
where he T g0t ^ t0 St Bartholomew’s hospital, 

two brothe CUrCd ' ° n COmmg ° Ut of the hospital, the 
the ^ k T S ~ thG negr ° in ° rder to k ^P him off 
that any one h ^ ^ n0t the least sus P icion a t the time 
cee led in nhf ha<1 & C a ™ Up ° n his person - The y even suc- 
in who e ? tamm ? a $ItUati0n f0r Stron S an apothecary, 

whit es r v ained for two years ; and * ™ 
that his for 1 LIK mg 11S mistres s behind a hackney coach, 
and ,he recognized him,’ 

rendered i ki 0 recover possession of the slave, again 
S 5 by ‘ he r ' Stonti ™ » f Ws health. The 

tod Strong hT ° f ,he ^ Ma y°r’s officers to appre- 
could be hC WaS lodged in the Compter, until he 

Sking ht PP ,° ff the WeS * “gro, be- 

Granville St ’I !* S ca P t ‘ v 'r t y °f the kind services which 
years Wol ? ^ [ e " dered him “ great distress some 
Shared r SPatChed a lc,ter <° l*» requesting his help, 
top had forgotten the name of Strong, but he sent a 
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messenger to make inquiries, who returned saying that the 
keepers denied having any such person in their charge. His 
suspicions were roused, and he went forthwith to the prison, 
and insisted upon seeing Jonathan Strong. He was ad- 
mitted, and recognized the poor negro, now in custody as 
a recaptured slave. Mr. Sharp charged the master of the 
prison at his own peril not to deliver up Strong to any 
person whatever, until he had been carried before the Lord 
Mayor, to whom Sharp immediately went, and obtained a 
summons against those persons who had seized and impri- 
soned Strong without a warrant. The parties appeared 
before the Lord Mayor accordingly, and it appeared from 
the proceedings that Strong’s former master had already 
sold him to a new one, who produced the bill of sale and 
claimed the negro as his property. As no charge of offence 
was made against Strong, and as the Lord Mayor w’as 
incompetent to deal with the legal question of Strong’s 
liberty or otherwise, he discharged him, and the slave 
followed his benefactor out of court, no one daring to touch 
him. The man’s owner immediately gave Sharp notice of 
an action to recover possession of his negro slave, of whom 
he declared he had been robbed. 

About that time (1767), the personal liberty of the 
Englishman, though cherished as a theory, w'as subject to 
grievous infringements, and w r as almost daily violated. The 
impressment of men for the sea service was constantly 
practised, and, besides the press-gangs, there were regular 
bands of kidnappers employed in London and all the large 
towns of the kingdom, to seize men for the East India 
Company’s service. And when the men were not wanted 
for India, they were shipped off to the planters in the 
American colonies. Negro slaves were openly advertised 
for sale in the London and Liverpool newspapers. Rewards 
were offered for recovering and securing fugitive slaves, and 
conveying them down to certain specified ships in the river. 
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The position of the reputed slave in England was un- 
defined and doubtful. The judgments which had been 
given in the courts of law were fluctuating and various, 
resting on no settled principle. Although it was a popular 
belief that no slave could breathe in England, there were 
legal men of eminence who expressed a directly contrary 
opinion. The lawyers to whom Mr. Sharp resorted for 
advice, in defending himself in the action raised against him 
in the case of Jonathan Strong, generally concurred in this 
view, and he was further told by Jonathan Strong’s owner, 
that the eminent Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, and all 
the leading counsel, were decidedly of opinion that the 
slave, by coming into England, did not become free, but 
might legally be compelled to return again to the plantations. 
Such information would have caused despair in a mind less 
courageous and earnest than that of Granville Sharp ; but 
it only served to stimulate his resolution to fight the battle 
of the negroes’ freedom, at least in England. “ Forsaken,” 
he said, “by my professional defenders, I was compelled, 
through the want of regular legal assistance, to make a 
hopeless attempt at self-defence, though I was totally un- 
acquainted either with the practice of the law or the founda- 
tions of it, having never opened a law book (except the 
Bible) in my life, until that time, when I most reluctantly 
undertook to search the indexes of a law library, which my 
bookseller had lately purchased.” 

1 lie whole of his time during the day was occupied with 
the business of the ordnance department, where he held 'the 
most laborious post in the office ; he was therefore under 
the necessity of conducting his new studies late at night or 
early in the morning. He confessed that he was himself 
becoming a sort of slave. Writing to a clerical friend to 
excuse himself for delay in replying to a letter, he said, “ I 
profess myself entirely incapable of holding a literary cor- 
respondence, What little time I have been able to save 
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from sleep at night, and early in the morning, has been 
necessarily employed in the examination of some points of 
law, which admitted of no delay, and yet required the most 
diligent researches and examination in my study.” 

Mr. Sharpe gave up every leisure moment that he could 
command during the next two years, to the close study of 
the laws of England affecting personal liberty, — wading 
through an immense mass of dry and repulsive literature, 
and making extracts of all the most important Acts of 
Parliament, decisions of the courts, and opinions of eminent 
lawyers, as he went along. In this tedious and protracted 
inquiry he had no instructor, nor assistant, nor adviser. 
He could not find a single lawyer whose opinion was favour- 
able to his undertaking. The results of his inquiries were, 
however, as gratifying to himself, as they were surprising to 
the gentlemen of the law. “God be thanked, he wrote, 
“ there is nothing in any English law or statute at least 
that I am able to find out — that can justify the enslaving of 
others.” He had planted his foot firm, and now he doubted 
nothing. He drew up the result of his studies in a sum- 
mary form; it was a plain, clear, and manly statement, 
entitled, ‘ On the Injustice of Tolerating Slavery m Eng- 
land;’ and numerous copies, made by himself, were circu- 
lated by him amongst the most eminent lawyers ot tie 
time. Strong’s owner, finding the sort of man he had to 
deal with, invented various pretexts for deferring the suit 
against Sharp, and at length offered a compromise, whit 
was rejected. Granville went on circulating his manuscript 
tract among the lawyers, until at length those emploje 
against Jonathan Strong were deterred from proceeding 
further, and the result was, that the plaintiff was compellea 
to pay treble costs for not bringing forward his action. 1 he 
tract was then printed in 1769. 

In the mean time other cases occurred of the kidnapping 
of negroes in London, and their shipment to the West 
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Indies for sale. Wherever Sharp could lay hold of any such 
case, he at once took proceedings to rescue the negro. 
Thus the wife of one Hylas, an African, was seized, and 
despatched to Barbadoes ; on which Sharp, in the name of 
Hylas, instituted legal proceedings against the aggressor, 
obtained a verdict with damages, and Hylas ’0 wife was 
brought back to England free. 

Another forcible capture of a negro, attended with great 
cmelty, having occurred in 1770, he immediately set him- 
self on the track of the aggressors. An African, named 
Lewis, was seized one dark night by two watermen em- 
ployed by the person who claimed the negro as his pro- 
pert}', dragged into the water, hoisted into a boat, where he 
was gagged, and his limbs were tied ; and then rowing 
down river, they put him on board a ship bound for Jamaica, 
where he was to be sold for a slave upon his arrival in the 
island. The cries of the poor negro had, however, attracted 
the attention of some neighbours ; one of whom proceeded 
direct to Mr. Granville Sharp, now known as the negro’s 
friend, and informed him of the outrage. Sharp immediately 
got a warrant to bring back Lewis, and he proceeded to 
Gravesend, but on arrival there the ship had sailed for the 
Downs. A writ of Habeas Corpus was obtained, sent down 
to Spithead, and before the ship could leave the shores of 
England the writ was served. The slave was found chained 
to the main-mast bathed in tears, casting mournful looks on 
the land from which he was about to be tom. He was imme- 
diately liberated, brought back to London, and a warrant 
was issued against the author of the outrage. The prompti- 
tude of head, heart, and hand, displayed by Mr. Sharp in 
this transaction could scarcely have been surpassed, and 
yet he accused himself of slowness. The case was tried 
before Lord Mansfield — whose opinion it will be remem- 
bered, had already been expressed as decidedly opposed to 
that entertained by Granville Sharp. The judge, however, 
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avoided bringing the question to an issue, or offering any 
opinion on the legal question as to the slave s personal 
liberty or otherwise, but discharged the negro because the 
defendant could bring no evidence that Lewis was even 
nominally his property. 

The question of the personal liberty of the negro in 
England was therefore still undecided; but in the mean 
time Mr. Sharp continued steady in his benevolent course, 
and by his indefatigable exertions and promptitude of 
action, many more were added to the list of the rescue . 
At length the important case of James Somerset occurred , 
a case which is said to have been selected, at the mutual 
desire of Lord Mansfield and Mr. Sharp, in order to bring 
the great question involved to a clear legal issue. Somerset 
had been brought to England by his master, and left there 
Afterwards his master sought to apprehend him and send 
him off to Jamaica, for sale. Mr. Sharp, as usual, at once 
took the negro’s case in hand, and employed counsel to 
defend him. ‘ Lord Mansfield intimated that the case was 
of such general concern, that he should take the opinion 0 
all the judges upon it Mr. Sharp now felt that he would 
have to contend with all the force that could be rougi 
against him, but his resolution was in no wise shaken, fortu- 
nately for him, in this severe struggle, his exertions a 
already begun to tell : increasing interest was taken m 
the question, and many eminent legal gentlemen open) 
declared themselves to be upon his side. 

The cause of personal liberty, now at stake, was air ) 
tried before Lord Mansfield, assisted by the three justices, 
—and tried on the broad principle of the essential aim 
constitutional right of every man in England to the hbe; v 
of his person, unless forfeited by the law. It is unnecessary 
here to enter into any account of this great tria ; t ^ 
arguments extended to a great length, the cause em o 
carried over to another term, — when it was adjourne ant 
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re-adjoumed, but at length judgment was given by Lord 

I t '? : h ° Se powerful mind 50 gradual a change had 
T the ar g umen ts of counsel, based mainly on 
G anville Sharps tract, that he now declared the court to be 

referring’, 006 ° P ?° n ’ that there was no necessity for 

that thf rl C thC tWdve :iudgeS - He then dec >ared 

nmv, h 1 ° f ^ nCVer Can be supported; that the 

hedged t a thet neVe r Va r * U$G in England ’ nor ackn ow- 

be discharged. V ***** ma ° - Tames Somerset must 
eff h ,, ' g , By secunn S this judgment Granville Sharp 

^ *? eSlaV£ Tra * ‘hen carried on 
fi L_ , y , he ^eets of Liverpool ami London. Kut he also 

! he gl r° S aXi ° m ' that “ »« as ty 

becomes free- °°,i Engilsb ground > that moment he 

rille f r her , ‘° f0 "°’ V the Gran- 

g^, 3 5, ,0 lab °” indefatigably in all 

of Sierra Leon e > mstr ™iental m founding the colony 
laboured to a ^ asy um for rescued negroes. He 
in the AmericaT^T" the conditiori °‘ ‘he native Indians 
extension of Z “ v"?' He ag,,a,ed the enlargement and 

he X:L* d TS,h gh b f * he E " g,ish and 

seamen rnm.'ii 5,! abolltlon of the impressment of 
the African ne<mt 6 ^ d that the British seaman > as "'ell as 
and that the ff?’ fT- enbtIed t0 the Protection of the law ; 
any wav 1 T ° f ch ° 0sing a seafa ™g life did not in 
firsUmLgst wV tu ghtS and Privileges as an Englishman— 
also hn S , Vh ’ Ch he ranked personal freedom. Mr. Sharp 

England and h Ut ineffect y all > r ’ to restore amity between 
tidal war of th* 0msts in Americ a ; and when the fratri- 
sense of int P t Amencan Revolution was entered on, his 
eg ri y was so scrupulous that, resolving not in 
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any way to be concerned in so unnatural a business, he 
resigned his situation at the Ordnance Office. 

To the last he held to the great object of his life— the 
abolition of slavery. To carry on this work, and organize 
the efforts of the growing friends of the cause, the Society 
for the Abolition of Slavery was founded, and new men, 
inspired by Sharp’s example and zeal, sprang forward to 
help him. His energy became theirs, and the self-sacrificing 
zeal in which he had so long laboured single-handed, became 
at length transfused into the nation itself. His mantle fell 
upon Clarkson, upon Wilberforce, upon Brougham, and upon 
Buxton, who laboured as he had done, with like energy and 
stedfastness of purpose, until at length slavery was abolished 
throughout the British dominions. But though the names 
last mentioned may be more frequently identified wit tie 
triumph of this great cause, the chief merit unquestionab y 
belongs to Granville Sharp. He was encouraged by none ot 
the world’s huzzas when he entered upon his work. He 
stood alone, opposed to the opinion ot the ablest lawyers 
and the most rooted prejudices of the times ; and alone he 
fought out. by his single exertions, and at his mdividur 
expense, the most memorable battle for the constitution 0 
this country and the liberties of British subjects, 0 w nc 1 
modern times afford a record. W hat followed was mam y 
the consequence of his indefatigable constancy. I le ig 
the torch which kindled other minds, and it was hande 
until the illumination became complete. 

Before the death of Granville Sharp, Clarkson had already 
turned his attention to the question of Negro Slavery. <- 
had even selected it for the subject of a college Ess.q , an 
his mind became so possessed by it that he could not s ia ' e 
it off. The spot is pointed out near \V ade s Mill, in er 
fordshire, where, alighting from his horse one day, e s ‘^ 
down disconsolate on the turf by the road side, an at - 
long thinking, determined to devote himself wholly to t ,e 
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aTdtl fresh r:' a,ed hiS E,Sly fr0m Lati " into English, 
added fresh illustrations, and published it. Then fellow 

5Ssk Cr d r r d him - The s ° ciety aE-SS 

' . e T “ d ?' lmkno ™ to him, had already been formed 

and when he heard of it he joined it He sacrificed all 

! ife d'° pra r e this 

lition ATeL 0 !! ° ff ' red in S “PI»« “ f the“abo- 

sort of A renMrkable '"stance of Clarkson's sleuth-hound 

of sWrr™cL™e^ e therS; of T rte al> T rS 
KEt£ Sd ”V“ Ch T° eS “ ™ ^tedTn 

were reserved ?, Ves ' " 01 50 soId * 'hen they 

conn J n, l 1 3 1 m ° re frigh ‘ ful doom in 'heir own 
by r slaved 0 " I” ew , ° f the Slave - h “ ts conducted 

w£ :r 0 ^ t e 0 Vr‘ i n ? ' vi,nesses * h. 

“horn he met on one of” r ■ "'dentally, a gentleman 
young sailor in h f J ou rneys informed him of a 
before who h 1 t° Se ' ° mi ' any he had been about a year 

^„tgtU“o n „rs eng r in ° ne ° f Lh 

his name and n Tu ■ T he gentleman did not know 
He did Lot kno\ U H Ut m u definitel y des cribe his person, 
belonged to a shin V of Where he 7™’ further than that he 

could not tell With 'tW m ° rdmary ’ but at what port he 

Clarkson deter™ ? ?“ glimmerin g of information, 

He vkll, n d t0 Pr ° duce this maa as a witness 

Ordinary f^ ona ” y a11 the sea Port towns where ships in 

successful he b ° arded and examined evef y ship without 

young nnn ht n Came t0 ^ ^ ^ port - and *»nd the 

to be visa’d m 16 ^ laSt Ship that rema ^d 

most valuable ^ pr ° Ved t0 be one of his 

m valuable and effective witnesses. 

with upwardl^f Conducted a correspondence 

of four hundred persons, travelling more than 
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thirty-five thousand miles during the same time in search 
of evidence. He was at length disabled and exhausted by 
illness, brought on by his continuous exertions ; but he was 
not borne from the field until his zeal had fully awakened 
the public mind, and excited the ardent sympathies of all 

good men on behalf of the slave. 

After years of protracted struggle, the slave trade was 
abolished. But still another great achievement remained to 
be accomplished— the abolition of slavery' itself throughout 
the British dominions. And here again determined energy 
won the day. Of the leaders in the cause, none was more 
distinguished than Fowell Buxton, who took the position 
formerly occupied by Wilberforce in the House of Com- 
mons. * Buxton was a dull, heavy boy, distinguished for 
his strong self-will, whicbj|fipt exhibited itself in vio ent, 
domineering, and headstrong obstinacy. His father died 
when he was a child ; but fortunately he had a wise mother, 
who trained his will with great care, constraining him to 
obey, but encouraging the habit of deciding and acting 
for himself in matters which might safely be left to n.m 
His mother believed that a strong will, directed upon worthy 
objects, was a valuable manly quality if properly guided, and 
she acted accordingly. When others about her commente 
on the boy’s self-will, she would merely say, “ Never mind- 
he is self-willed now — you will see it will turn out well m t ® 
end.” Fowell learnt very little at school, and was regarde 
as a dunce and an idler. He got other boys to do his exer 
cises for him, while he romped and scrambled about. e 
returned home at fifteen, a great, growing, awkward la , on 
only of boating, shooting, riding, and field sports, spent mg 
his time principally with the gamekeeper, a man possesses 
of a good heart, — an intelligent observer of life and natl r< j ! 
though he could neither read nor write. Buxton had exce 
lent raw material in him, but he wanted culture, training, an 
development. At this juncture of his life, when his ha its 
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were being formed for good or evil, he was happily thrown 
into the society of the Gurney family, distinguished for their 
fine social qualities not less than for their intellectual culture 
and public-spirited philanthropy. This intercourse with the 
Gurneys, he used afterwards to say, gave the colouring to his 
life. They encouraged his efforts at self-culture ; and when 
he went to the University of Dublin and gained high 
honours there, the animating passion in his mind, he said, 
“was to carry back to them the prizes which they prompted 
and enabled me to win.” He married one of the daughters 
of the family, and started in life, commencing as a clerk to 
his uncles Hanbury, the London brewers. His power of 
will, which made him so difficult to deal with as a boy, now 
formed the backbone of his character, and made him most 
indefatigable and energetic in whatever he undertook. He 
threw his whole strength and bulk right down upon his 
work ; and the great giant — “ Elephant Buxton they called 
him, for he stood some six feet four in height — became one of 
the most vigorous and practical of men. “ I could brew,” 
he said, “ one hour, — do mathematics the next, — and shoot 
the next, — and each with my w’hole soul” There was in- 
vincible energy and determination in whatever he did. 
Admitted a partner, he became the active manager of the 
concern ; and the vast business which he conducted felt his 
influence through ever)’ fibre, and prospered far beyond its 
previous success. Nor did he allow his mind to lie fallow, 
for he gave his evenings diligently to self-culture, studying 
and digesting Blackstone, Montesquieu, and solid commen- 
taries on English law. His maxims in reading were, “ never 
to begin a book without finishing it ; ” “ never to consider a 
book finished until it is mastered ; ” and “ to study every- 
thing with the whole mind.” 

When only thirty-two, Buxton entered parliament, and at 
once assumed that position of influence there, of which every 
honest, earnest, well-informed man is secure, who enters that 
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assembly of the first gentlemen in the world. The principal 
question to which he devoted himself was the complete 
emancipation of the slaves in the British colonies. He him- 
self used to attribute the interest which he early felt in 
this question to the influence of Priscilla Gurney, one of 
the Earlham family, — a woman of a fine intellect and warm 
heart, abounding in illustrious virtues. When on her, 
deathbed, in 1821. she repeatedly sent for Buxton, and 
urged him “ to make the cause of the slaves the great object 
of his life.” Her last act was to attempt to reiterate the 
solemn charge, and she expired in the ineffectual effort. 
Buxton never forgot her counsel; he named one of his 
daughters after her ; and on the day on which she was 
married from his house, on the 1st of August, 1834, — the 
day of Negro emancipation — after his Priscilla had been 
manumitted from her filial sendee, and left her father’s 
home in the company of her husband, Buxton sat down and 
thus wrote to a friend : “ The bride is just gone ; everything 
has passed off to admiration ; and there is not a slave in 
the British colonics l ” 

Buxton was no genius — not a great intellectual leader nor 
discoverer, but mainly an earnest, straightforward, resolute, 
energetic man. Indeed, his whole character is most forcibly 
expressed in his own words, which every young man might 
well stamp upon his soul : “ The longer I live,” said he, 

“ the more I am certain that the great difference between 
men, between the feeble and the powerful, the great and the 
insignificant, is energy — invincible determination — a purpose 
once fixed, and then death or victor)' ! That quality will do 
anything that can be done in this world ; and no talents, no 
circumstances, no opportunities, will make a two-legged 
creature a Man without it.” 
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CHAPTER IX. 
Men of Business. 


“Scest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings.” — 

Proz>erbs of Solomon, 

“ That man is hut of the lower part of the world that is not brought lip to business 
and atfairs .” — Ozven Felt ham. 

AZLITT, in one of his clever essays, represents 
the mau of business as a mean sort of person 
put in a go-cart, yoked to a trade or profession ; 
alleging that all he has to do is, not to go out of 
the beaten track, but merely to let his affairs take their own 
course. “ The great requisite,” he says, “ for the prosperous 
management of ordinary business is the want of imagination, 
or of any ideas but those of custom and interest on the 
narrowest scale.”* But nothing could be more one-sided, 
and in effect untrue, than such a definition. Of course, 
there are narrow-minded men of business, as there are 
narrow-minded scientific men, literary men, and legislators ; 
but there are also business men of large and comprehensive 
minds, capable of action on the very largest scale. As 
Burke said in his speech on the India Bill, he knew states- 
men who were pedlers, and merchants who acted in die 
spirit of statesmen. 

If we take into account the qualities necessary for the 
successful conduct of any important undertaking, — that it 

* On ‘Thought and Action.’ 
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requires special aptitude, promptitude of action on emer- 
gencies, capacity for organizing the labours often of large 
numbers of men, great tact and knowledge of human nature, 
constant self-culture, and growing experience in the prac- 
tical affairs of life, — it must, we think, be obvious that the 
school of business is by no means so narrow as some writers 
would have us believe. Mr. Helps has gone much nearer 
the truth when he said that consummate men of business 
are as rare almost as great poets, — rarer, perhaps, than 
veritable saints and martyrs. Indeed, of no other pursuit 
can it so emphatically be said, as of this, that Business- 
makes men.” 

It has, however, been a favourite fallacy with dunces 
in all times, that men of genius are unfitted for business, 
as well as that business occupations unfit men for the 
pursuits of genius. The unhappy youth who committe 
suicide a few years since because he had been bom to 
be a man and condemned to be a grocer, proved by the 
act that his soul was not equal even to the dignity ot 
grocery. For it is not the calling that degrades the man, 
but the man that degrades the calling. All work that 
brings honest gain is honourable, whether it be of han 
or mind. The fingers may be soiled, yet the heart re- 
mains pure; for it is not material so much as moral oirt 
that defiles — greed far more than grime, and 'ice t an 


verdigris. , 

The greatest have not disdained to labour honestly an 
usefully for a living, though at the same time aiming after 
higher things. Thales, the first of the seven sages, So on, 
the second founder of Athens, and Hyperates, the mathema- 


tician, were all traders. Plato, called the Divine by reason 
of the excellence of his wisdom, defrayed his travelling 
expenses in Egypt by the profits derived from the oil ^hic.. 
he sold during his journey. Spinoza maintained himse 
by polishing glasses while he pursued his philosophic.*! 
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investigations. Linnaeus, the great botanist, prosecuted his 
studies while hammering leather and making shoes. Shake- 
speare was a successful manager of a theatre — perhaps priding 
himself more upon his practical qualities in that capacity 
than on his writing of plays and poetry. Pope was of 
opinion that Shakespeare’s principal object in cultivating 
literature was to secure an honest independence. Indeed 
he seems to have been altogether indifferent to literary 
reputation. It is not known that he superintended the 
publication of a single play, or even sanctioned the printing 
of one ; and the chronology of his writings is still a mystery. 
It is certain, however, that he prospered in his business, 
and realized sufficient to enable him to retire upon a com- 
petency to his native town of Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Chaucer was in early life a soldier, and afterwards an 
effective Commissioner of Customs, and Inspector of Woods 
and Crown Lands. Spencer was Secretary to the Lord 
Deputy of Ireland, was afterwards Sheriff of Cork, and is said 
to have been shrew'd and attentive in matters of business. 
Milton, originally a schoolmaster, was elevated to the post 
of Secretary to the Council of State during the Common- 
wealth ; and the extant Order-book of the Council, as well 
as many of Milton’s letters which are preserved, give abun- 
dant evidence of his activity and usefulness in that office. 
Sir Isaac Newton proved himself an efficient Master of the 
Mint ; the new coinage of 1694 having been carried on 
under his immediate personal superintendence. Cowper 
prided himself upon his business punctuality, though he 
confessed that he “ never knew a poet, except himself, who 
was punctual in anything.” But against this we may set 
the lives of Wordsworth and Scott — the former a distributor 
of stamps, the latter a clerk to the Court of Session, — both 
of whom, though great poets, were eminently punctual and 
practical men of business. David Ricaido, amidst the occu- 
pations of his daily business as a London stock-jobber, in 
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conducting which he acquired an ample fortune, was able 
to concentrate his mind upon his favourite subject— on 
which he was enabled to throw great light— the principles 
of political economy ; for he united in himself the sagacious 
commercial man and the profound philosopher. Baily, the 
eminent astronomer, was another stockbroker; and Allen, 
the chemist, was a silk manufacturer. 

We have abundant illustrations, in our own day, of the 
fact that the highest intellectual power is not incompatible 
with the active and efficient performance of routine duties. 
Grote, the great historian of Greece, was a London banker. 
And it is not long since John Stuart Mill, one o our 
greatest living thinkers, retired from the Examiner s 
partment of the East India Company, carrying with him 
the admiration and esteem of his fellow officers, not on 
account of his high views of philosophy, but because o 
high standard of efficiency which he had established m m 
office, and the thoroughly satisfactory manner in. which w 
had conducted the business of his department. 

The path of success in business is usually the pat o 
common [sense. Patient labour and application are as 
necessary here as in the acquisition ot knowle p e 
pursuit of science. The old Greeks said, “to become m 
able man in any profession, three things are necessa 
nature, study, and practice.” In business, practice, wis 
and diligently improved, is the great secret o succ j;', ' 
Some may make what are called “ lucky hits, UL i 
money earned by gambling, such “hits may on ^ S T . 
to lure one to ruin. Bacon was accustomed to say 
it was in business as in ways — the nearest 'vuy 
commonly the foulest, and that if a man woul go 
fairest way he must go somewhat about, dhe jo urn ^ 
may occupy a longer time, but the pleasure of the aw 
involved by it, and the enjoyment of the results pro 1 ‘ e > 
will be more genuine and unalloyed. To have a al ) 
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appointed task of even common drudgery to do makes 
the rest of life feel all the sweeter. 

The fable of the labours of Hercules is the type of all 
human doing and success. Every youth should be made 
to feel that his happiness and well-doing in life must neces- 
sarily rely mainly on himself and the exercise of his own 
energies, rather than upon the help and patronage of others. 
The late Lord Melbourne embodied a piece of useful advice 
in a letter which he wrote to Lord John Russell, in reply 
to an application for a provision for one of Moore the 
poet's sons: “My dear John,” he said, “I return you 
Moore’s letter. I shall be ready to do what you like about 
it when we have the means. I think whatever is done 
should be done for Moore himself. This is more distinct, 
direct, and intelligible. Making a small provision for young 
men is hardly justifiable ; and it is of all things the most 
prejudicial to themselves. They think what they have much 
larger than it really is ; and they make no exertion. The 
young should never hear any language but this : ‘ You have 
.your own way to make, and it depends upon your own 
exertions whether you starve or not.’ Believe me, &c., 
Melbourne.” 

Practical industry', wisely and vigorously applied, always 
produces its due effects. It carries a man onward, brings 
out his individual character, and stimulates the action of 
others. All may not rise equally, yet each, on the whole, 
very much according to his deserts. “ Though all cannot 
live on the piazza,” as the Tuscan proverb has it, “every 
one may feel the sun.” 

On the whole, it is not good that human nature should 
have the road of life made too easy. Better to be under the 
necessity of working hard and faring meanly, than to have 
everything done ready to our hand and a pillow of down to 
repose upon. Indeed, to start in life with comparatively 
small means seems so necessary as a stimulus to work, 
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that it may almost be set down as one of the conditions 
essential to success in life. Hence, an eminent judge, 
when asked what contributed most to success at the bar, 
replied, “Some succeed by great talent, some by high 
connexions, some by miracle, but the majority by com 
mencing without a shilling.” 

We have heard of an architect of considerable accom- 
plishments, -a man who had improved himself by long 
study, and travel in the classical lands of the East, * o 
came home to commence the practice of his profession. 
He determined to begin anywhere, provided he cou e 
employed ; and he accordingly undertook a business con- 
nected with dilapidations,— one of the lowest and least 
remunerative departments of the architect s cal ing. 
he had the good sense not to be above his trade, an e u 
the resolution to work his way upward, so that lie on y gc 
a fair start. One hot day in July a friend bund ta 
sitting astride of a house roof occupied with his dilapidation 
business. Drawing his hand across his perspiring cou i 
nance, he exclaimed, “Here’s a pretty business for a m 
who has been all over Greece!” However, he did hi 
work, such as it was, thoroughly and well ; he pe 
until he advanced by degrees to more remunerative ra 
of employment, and eventually he rose to the hig 

of his profession. , , „ t u e 

The necessity of labour may, indeed, be regarde 
main root and spring of all that we call progress m mdmdua, 
and civilization in nations ; and it is doubtfu w ' 
heavier curse could be imposed on man tian ec 
gratification of all his wishes without effort on 1 ^ 

leaving nothing for his hopes, desires or struggles- 
feeling that life is destitute of any motive or neces 
action, must be of all others the most distressing 
insupportable to a rational being. The Marquis e _ 
asking Sir Horace Vere what his brother died o , u 
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replied, “ He died, Sir, of having nothing to do.” “ Alas ! ” 
said Spinola, “that is enough to kill any general of 
us all.” 

Those who fail in life are however very apt to assume a 
tone of injured innocence, and conclude too hastily that 
everybody excepting themselves has had a hand in their 
personal misfortunes. An eminent writer lately published 
a book, in which he described his numerous failures in 
business, naively admitting, at the same time that he was 
ignorant of the multiplication table ; and he came to the 
conclusion that the real cause of his ill-success in Jife was 
the money- worshipping spirit of the age. Lamartine also 
did not hesitate to profess his contempt for arithmetic ; but, 
had it been less, probably we should not have witnessed the 
unseemly spectacle of the admirers of that distinguished 
personage engaged in collecting subscriptions for his support 
in his old age. 

Again, some consider themselves bom to ill luck, and 
make up their minds that the world invariably goes against 
them without any fault on their own part. We have heard 
of a person of this sort, who went so far as to declare his 
belie! that if he had been a hatter people would have been 
bom without heads ! There is however a Russian proverb 
which says that Misfortune is next door to Stupidity ; and it 
will often be found that men who are constantly lamenting 
their luck, are in some way or other reaping the conse- 
quences of their own neglect, mismanagement, improvidence, 
or want of application. Dr. Johnson, who came up to 
London with a single guinea in his pocket, and who once 
accurately described himself in his signature to a letter 
addressed to a noble lord, as Impransus, or Dinnerless, 
has honestly said, “All the complaints which are made of 
the world are unjust; I never knew a man of merit neglected; 
it was generally by his own fault that he failed of success.” 

Washington Irving, the American author, held like views. 
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“As for the talk,” said he, “about modest merit being neglected, 
it is too often a cant, by which indolent and irresolute men 
seek to lay their want of success at the door of the public. 
Modest merit is, however, too apt to be inactive, or negli- 
gent, or uninstructed merit. Well matured and well disci- 
plined talent is always sure of a market, provided it exerts 
itself ; but it must not cower at home and expect to be 
sought for. There is a good deal of cant too about the 
success of forward and impudent men, while men of retiring 
•worth are passed over with neglect. But it usually happens 
that those forward men have that valuable quality of prompt- 
ness and activity without which worth is a mere inoperative 
property. A barking dog is often more useful than a 
sleeping lion.” 

Attention, application, accuracy, method, punctuality, 
and despatch, are the principal qualities required for the 
efficient conduct of business of any sort These, at first 
sight, may appear to be small matters ; and yet they are of 
essential importance to human happiness, well-being, and 
usefulness. They are little things, it is true; but human 
life is made up of comparative trifles. It is the repetition 
of little acts which constitute not only the sum of human 
character, but which determine the character of nations. 
And w here men or nations have broken down, it will almost 
invariably be found that neglect of little things was the rock 
on which they split. Every human being has duties to be 
performed, and, therefore, has need of cultivating the capacity 
for.doing them; whether the sphere of action be the manage- 
ment of a household, the conduct of a trade or profession, 
or the government of a nation. 

The examples we have already given of great workers in 
various branches of industry, art, and science, render it 
unnecessary further to enforce the importance of persever- 
ing application in any department of life. It is the result 
of every-day experience, that steady attention to matters of 
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detail lies at the root of human progress ; and that diligence, 
above all, is the mother of good luck. Accuracy is also of 
much importance, and an invariable mark of good training 
in a man. Accuracy in observation, accuracy in speech, 
accuracy in the transaction of affairs. What is done in 
business must be well done; for it is better to accomplish 
perfectly a small amount of work, than to half-do ten times 
as much. A wise man used to say, “ Stay a little, that we 
may make an end the sooner.” 

Too little attention, however, is paid to this highly im- 
portant quality of accuracy. As a man eminent in practical 
science lately observed to us, “It is astonishing how few 
people I have met w r ith in the course of my experience, 
who can define a fact accurately.” Yet in business affairs, 
it is the manner in which even small matters are transacted, 
that often decides men for or against you. With virtue, 
capacity, and good conduct in other respects, the person 
who is habitually inaccurate cannot be trusted ; his work 
has to be gone over again ; and he. thus causes an infinity 
of annoyance, vexation, and trouble. 

It was one of the characteristic qualities of Charles James 
Fox, that he was thoroughly pains-taking in all that he did. 
Alien appointed Secretary of State, being piqued at some 
observation as to his bad writing, he actually took a writing- 
master, and wrote copies like a schoolboy until he had 
sufficiently improved himself. Though a corpulent man, 
he was wonderfully active at picking up cut tennis balls, 
and. when asked how he contrived to do so, he playfully 
replied, •Because I am a very pains-taking man.” The 
same accuracy in trifling matters was displayed by him in 
things of greater importance ; and he acquired his reputation, 
like the painter, by “ neglecting nothing.” 

Method is essential, and enables a larger amount of work 
to be got through with satisfaction. “ Method,” said the 
Reverend Richard Cecil, “ is like packing things in a box ; 
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a good packer will get in half as much again as a bad 
one.” Cecil's despatch of business was extraordinary, his 
maxim being, “ The shortest wav to do many things is to 
dc only one thing at once and he never left a thing 
undone with a new of recurring to it at a period of more 
leisure. When business pressed, he rather chose to en- 
croach on his hours of meals and rest than omit any part of 
his work. De Witt’s maxim was like Cecil s : “ One thing 
at a time.” “ If,” said he, “ I have any necessary despatches 
to make, I think of nothing else till they are finished ; if any 
domestic affairs require my attention, I give myself wholly 
up to them till they are set in order.” 

A French minister, who was alike remarkable for his 
despatch of business and his constant attendance at places 
of amusement, being asked how- he contrived to combine 
both objects, replied, “Simply by never postponing a 
to-morrow what should be done to-day. Lord broug am 
has said that a certain English statesman reversed the 
process, and that his maxim was, never to tiansact total 
what could be postponed till to-morrow. Unhappily, suca 
is the practice of many besides that minister, already a | ril( y' 
forgotten ; the practice is that of the indolent an t e 
unsuccessful. Such men, too, are apt to rely upon agent.., 
who are not always to be relied upon. Important a airs 
must be attended to in person. “ If you want your business 
done,” says the proverb, “go and do it; if you dont wan 

it done, send some one else.” 

An indolent country gentleman had a freehold esta e 
producing about five hundred a-year. Becoming i nv0 
in debt, he sold half the estate, and let the remainder to an 
industrious fanner for twenty years. About the end 0 tie 
term the farmer called to pay his rent, and asked the owner 
whether he would sell the farm. “ Will you buy it ? a -' t,c n 
the owner, surprised. “Yes, if we can agree about the price. 
“That is exceedingly strange,” observed the gentler nan j 
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liveTnnl elI f me h0W 11 happens that ’ while 1 couI d not 
upon twice as much land for which X paid no rent 

Lm ar and regU X Paybg me two hundred a-year for your 
fami and are able, in a few years, to purchase it.” “The 

Z un S and ain ’ ^ ‘> U Sat ^ill and said Go, 

esSe frn 1 ' : y ° U kid in bed and enjoyed your 

Sh w a 1 ? the m0rning and minded -y business.” 

J Z Z t’7f n8 t0 a y0Uth wh0 had obtained a 
situation and asked for his advice, gave him in renlv 

bs s° u d counsel: “Beware of stumblfog over a 

fully employed^! 17 beS6tS fr ° m n0t having your time 

be done and hl- P U , S ' D ° mstantl y whatever is to 
never before it^' h °“ rS ° f recrcati ™ aft ' r business, 
rear L „t' /' " h “ a "=8™ « march, the 

adilv H n m ‘° COn ' Usl ‘ m because do not 

wlbules/ “ haT^n “f rapti0 "' 11 is * he ■« 

steadilv i blcb 1S ^ rst m band is not instantly 

behind, ’till aff^reS deSpatched ’ other thin S s accumulate 

brain i a11 at once > - - 

77 be stimu,ated ^ ^ 

Was accustomed to call Tme 7^ A “ Itdian P hlI osopher 
Produces nol, ° ,' S estate : estate which 

improved neve/fail T ^ W ' th ° Ut cult >vation, but, duly 
diligent A 1 T rGC0 ™P ense the labours of the 

be only noxious weed! 1° * ^ pr ° duCt wi!1 

One o? the minor T *7 gTOWths of a11 kinds - 

keeps one out of -7°! ? Cady ‘^oyment is, that it 
devil’s workshoD anrl^ ? ’ f ° r truIy an idle brain is the 
be occupied To k a 7 man the devil ’ s bolster. To 

be idle is to be empty 35 , l>7 a tenant ’ whereas to 
bon are opener) T ^ ’ n< " ien tie doors °f the imagina- 

^ughts ToTe ’tro em?tatl ° n * ready access ’ and evil 

° COmC tr00 P Ing IQ - ^ is observed at sea, that 


Digitized by Google 



The value of time. 


Chap. IX. 


274 

men are never so much disposed to grumble and mutiny 
as when least employed. Hence -an old captain, ’ " 
there was nothing else to do, would issue the order 

“ mZ “ilre accustomed ,0 quote the mavim that 
Time is money ; but it is more ; the proper 
of it is self-culture, self-improvement, and growth 
°eV A^our wasted daily on trifles or in indolence. would, 
if devoted to self-improvement, make an ignorant mantiu 
„ a few years, and employed in good 
his life fruitful, and death a harvest ofwordrydeei. 
minutes a day devoted to self-mrprov. amt m t, ^ 1 1 * ' 
the end of the year. Good thoughts and M 

experience take up no room, and may be ca 
„„r companions everywhere, without ^ 
An economical use of time is ; t 

leisure : it enables us to get throug uan ^ ^ band> 
forward, instead of being driven by • mal hurry , 

the miscalculation of time involves us in ' f 

confusion, and difficulties ; and life 

expedients, usually followed by disaster. Nelso a 

“ 1 owe all my success in life to having been aluay 

quarter of an hour before my time.’ . 

Some take no thought of the value of mone> utf 
have come to an end of it, and many c o , e( j 

their time. The hours are allowed to flow^n^ 
and then, when life is fast waning, t ey > halnt 0 f 

of the duty of making a wiser use ot it But , 

listlessness and idleness may already have become ^confirnie 
and they are unable to break the bonds with "1 ™ ^ 

have permitted themselves to become omi . ] ost 

may be replaced by industry, lost know ei ge y 1 
health by temperance or medicine, but lost im ° 
for ever. 


'i cvv/i. 
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inspire habits of punctuality. “ Punctuality,” said Louis 
XIV., “ is the politeness of kings.” It is also the duty of 
gentlemen, and the necessity of men of business. Nothing 
begets confidence in a man sooner than the practice of 
this virtue, and nothing shakes confidence sooner than the 
want of it. He who holds to his appointment and does not 
keep you waiting for him, shows that he has regard for 
your time as well as for his own. Thus punctuality is one 
of the modes by which we testify our personal respect for 
those whom we are called upon to meet in the business of 
life. It is also conscientiousness in a measure ; for an 
appointment is a contract, express or implied, and he who 
does not keep it breaks faith, as well as dishonestly uses 
other people’s time, and thus inevitably loses character. 
We naturally come to the conclusion that the person who 
is careless about time will be careless about business, 
and that he is not the one to be trusted with the trans- 
action of matters of importance. When Washington’s secre- 
tary excused himself for the lateness of his attendance 
and laid the blame upon his watch, his master quietly 
said, “ Then you must get another watch, or I another 
secretary.” 

The person who is negligent of time and its employment 
is usually found to be a general disturber of others’ peace 
and serenity. It was wittily said by Lord Chesterfield of 
the old Duke of Newcastle — “ His Grace loses an hour 
in the morning, and is looking for it all the rest of the 
day.” Everybody with whom the unpunctual man has to 
do is thrown from time to time into a state of fever : he is 
systematically late ; regular only in his irregularity. He 
conducts his dawdling as if upon system ; arrives at his 
appointment after time ; gets to the railway station after 
the train has started ; posts . his letter when the box has 
closed. Thus business is thrown into confusion, and every- 
body concerned is put out of temper. It will generally be 
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found that the men who are thus habitually behind time are 
as habitually behind success ; and the world generally casts 
them aside to swell the ranks of the grumblers and the 
railers against fortune. 

In addition to the ordinary working qualities the business 
man of the highest class requires quick perception and 
firmness in the execution of his plans. Tact is also im- 
portant ; and though this is partly the gift of nature, it is 
yet capable of being cultivated and developed by observa- 
tion and experience. Men of this quality are quick to see 
the right mode of action, and if they have decision ot 
purpose, are prompt to carry out their undertakings to a 
successful issue. These qualities are especially valuable, 
and indeed indispensable, in those who direct the action 
of other men on a large scale, as for instance, in the case ot 
the commander of an army in the field. It is not mere y 
necessary that the general should be great as a warrior u 
also as a man of business. He must possess great tact, 
much knowledge of character, and ability to organize t e 
movements of a large mass of men, whom he has to teed, 
clothe, and furnish with whatever may be necessary' m order 
that they may keep the field and win battles. In t ese 
respects Napoleon and Wellington were both first-rate men 

of business. , 

Though Napoleon had an immense love for detai Is. 
had also a vivid power of imagination, which enabled him 
to look along extended lines of action, and deal with t ose 
details on a large scale, with judgment and rapidity, 
possessed such knowledge of character as enabled im o 
select, almost unerringly, the best agents for the execution o 
his designs. But he trusted as little as possible to a b en ■> 
in matters of great moment, on which important resuts 
depended. This feature in his character is illustrate tn 
a remarkable degree by the ‘ Napoleon Correspondence, 
now in course of publication, and particularly by tie 
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contents of the 15th volume,* which include the letters 

Melra Me ch P t ^ "1““ by ' he Empcror at 

,80,’ !h ? u ° n lhe fron,ier of Poland in the year 
1807, shortly after the victory of Eylau. 7 

ri J r h p^ renCh & ™ y was then ] y in S encamped along the 

on ^3 r; he fr ns before them - the 

rear A W r the con( ? uerc d Prussians in their 

with' / g me ofcomrmi ™cations had to be maintained 
2'^; ««* 7 ; but so careMy, 

Na ota S Ipo“ S * 5 ?“ * tta * * * ^ 

t L_ , • . tiubseu a post. J he movements of armies 

Fmn ™? p Y P I,afy1"dT" e,ltS *7 ™ P ° intS 

and thi levelhn, nf’ a Gennan * the opening of canals 

and Prussia to be readM § t th ® PWduCe ° f Poland 

had his nnl d y trans P or ted to his encampments 

We find him^ 8 ’ attentl0n ’ down t0 the minutest details' 

Ikin A " ****** Where horses to be obtained 

orSlVs™fr,he m“ adeqratt Supply 0f 

Of rations of brL bis^t'a’ ' he nUmber 

bons to TZt'? 0 " 5 ‘° arChU “ B “ "> aIte - 

Madelaine th™; Tui,enes and the Church of the 

de Stael and the 30 ,° ccasional sarcasm at Madame 
squabble atthe Grand n J ° UmalS ’ mterferin g to P ut down a 
with the Sultan of T Canying ° n a corres P°ndence 

while hk Urkey and the Schah of Persia, and 

. 7 13 b ° dy Was at Menstein, his mind seemed to be 

Napoleon III. ^aril puW ^ e P aror dre del’Empereur 
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working at a hundred different places in Paris, in Europe, 
and throughout the world. 

Thus we find him in one letter asking Ney if e c 
received the muskets which have been sent him ; m another 
he gives directions to Prince Jerome as to the shirts, giea - 
coats, clothes, shoes, shakos, and arms, to be served out 
to the Wurtemburg regiments; again he presses Cambacx u» 
to forward to the army a double stock ot corn L J 
and the buts” said he “are at present out of season, am 
above all it must be done with speed.” Then he in 
Darn that the army want shirts, and that they dont come 
hand. To Mamma he writes, “ Let me know if your b«.t 
and bread arrangements are yet completed, 
due de Berg, he gives directions as to the accoutrem ^ 
the cuirassiers — “ They complain that t le men w ' 

send an officer to obtain them at Posen. 
they want helmets ; order that they be made at Eb 1 g. ■ • ; ; 
It is not by sleeping that one can accomp is a . g Qf 
Thus no point of detail was neglected, and t e »• 
all were stimulated into action with extraordinary P • 
Though many of the Emperor’s days were occupiedjy 
inspections of his troops, — in the course 0 w 1 
times rode from thirty to forty leagues a day, - 

reviews, receptions, and affairs of state, eavin 0 
time for business matters, he neglected not 1% 
account ; but devoted the greater part of his nights, 
necessary, to examining budgets, dictating ispa c > 
attending to the thousand matters of detail in t le org. 
tion and working of the Imperial Government, 
chinery of which was for the most part concentra e 

own head. . „ [e 

Like Napoleon, the Duke of Wellington was a rs 
man of business ; and it is not perhaps saying too mu 
aver that it was in no small degree because oi his P osse 
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of a business faculty amounting to genius, that the Duke 
never lost a battle. 

While a subaltern, he became dissatisfied with the slow- 
ness of his promotion, and having passed from the infantry 
to the cavalry twice, and back again, without advancement, 
he applied to Lord Camden, then Viceroy of Ireland, for 
employment in the Revenue or Treasury Board. Had he 
succeeded, no doubt he would have made a first-rate head 
of a department, as he would have made a first-rate merchant 
or manufacturer. But his application failed, and he re- 
mained with the army to become the greatest of British 
generals. 

The Duke began his active military career under the 
Duke of York and General Walmoden, in Flanders and 
Holland, where he learnt, amidst misfortunes and defeats, 
how bad business arrangements and bad generalship serve 
to ruin the morale of an army. Ten years after entering 
the army we find him a colonel in India, reported by his 
superiors as an officer of indefatigable energy and applica- 
tion. He entered into the minutest details of the service, 
and sought to raise the discipline of his men to the highest 
standard. “ The regiment of Colonel Wellesley,” wrote 
General Harris in 1799, “is a model regiment; on the 
score of soldierly bearing, discipline, instruction, and orderly 
behaviour it is above all praise.” Thus qualifying himself for 
posts of greater confidence, he was shortly after nominated 
governor of the capital of Mysore. In the war with the 
Mahrattas he was first called upon to try his hand at general- 
ship ; and at thirty-four he won the memorable battle of 
Assaye, with an army composed of 1500 British and 5000 
sepoys, over 20,000 Mahratta infantry and 30,000 cavalry. 
But so brilliant a victory did not in the least disturb his 
equanimity, or affect the perfect honesty of his character. 

Shortly after this event the opportunity occurred for 
exhibiting his admirable practical qualities as an adminis- 
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trator. Placed in command of an important distort unme- 
diatelv after the capture of Senngapatam, his first object 
it l establish rigid order and discipline 
men. Flushed with victory, the troops were found not « 
and disorderly. “Send me the provost nutshal, sud H 
“and put him under my orders t till some of the ; 
are hunc it is impossible to expect order or safety, 
rigid severity of Wellington in the field, though il ; was 
dread proved the salvation of his troops in many cam 
p Tl His next step was to re-establish the markets and 

re-open the sources of supply. General Wel . 

the Governor-general, strongly commending 
lesley for the perfect discipline he had 
his “judicious and masterly arrangements m resp 
supplies, which opened an abundant free market 

spired confidence into dealers ot every ^ n P racterized 

same close attention to, and mastery o e , 

him throughout his Indian career, an i 

that one of his ablest despatches to Lord 

practical information as to the conduc o ^ : ng 

was written whilst the column he commanded w^mg 

the Toombuddra, in the face of the vastly P , hile a 
of Dhoondiah, posted on the opposite bank » a " 
thousand matters of the deepest interest were 
the commander’s mind. But it was one o 1S himself 
able characteristics, thus to be able to wi an(} t0 

temporarily from the business immediate y in * totally 
bend his full powers upon the consideration o m. ^ 

distinct; even the most difficult circumstances 
occasions failing to embarrass or intimidate him. ... 

Returned to England with a reputation for gen ^ 
Sir Arthur Wellesley met with immediate emp oviik ■ 

1808 a corps of 10,000 men destined to liberate 

was placed under his charge. He landed, foug t, an ^ 

two battles, and signed the Convention of Cintra. 
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the death of Sir John Moore he was entrusted with the 
command of a new expedition to Portugal. But Wellington 
was fearfully overmatched throughout his Peninsular cam- 
paigns. From 1809 to 1813 he never had more than 30,000 
British troops under his command, at a time when there 
stood opposed to him in the Peninsula some 350,000 
French, mostly veterans, led by some of Napoleon’s ablest 
generals. How -was he to contend against such immense 
forces with any fair prospect of success ? His clear discern- 
ment and strong common sense soon taught him that he 
must adopt a different policy from that of the Spanish 
generals, who were invariably beaten and dispersed when- 
ever they ventured to offer battle in the open plains. He 
perceived he had yet to create the army that was to contend 
against the French with any reasonable chance of success. 
Accordingly, after the battle of Talavera in 1809, ■when he 
found himself encompassed on all sides by superior forces 
of French, he retired into Portugal, there to carry out the 
settled policy on which he had by this time determined. It 
was, to organise a Portuguese army under British officers, 
and teach them to act in combination with his own troops, 
in the mean time avoiding the peril of a defeat by declining 
all engagements. He would thus, he conceived, destroy 
the morale of the French, who could not exist without 
victories ; and when his army was ripe for action, and the 
enemy demoralized, he would then fall upon them with all 
his might 

The extraordinary qualities displayed by Lord Wellington 
throughout these immortal campaigns, can only be appre- 
ciated after a perusal of his despatches, which contain the 
unvarnished tale of the manifold ways and means by which 
he laid the foundations of his success. Never was man- 
more tried by difficulty and opposition, arising not less 
from the imbecility, falsehoods and intrigues of the British 
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Government of the day, than from the selfishness, cowardice, 
and vanity of the people he went to save. It may, indeed, 
be said of him, that he sustained the war in Spain by his 
individual firmness and self-reliance, which never failed 
him even in the midst of his greatest discouragements. 
He had not only to fight Napoleon's veterans, but also to 
hold in check the Spanish juntas and the Portuguese regency 
He had the utmost difficulty in obtaining provisions and 
clothing for his troops ; and it will scarcely be credited that, 
while engaged with the enemy in the battle of Palaver.., e 
Spaniards, who ran away, fell upon the baggage of the Br.tisn 
army, and the ruffians actually plundered it ! These an 
other vexations the Duke bore with a sublime patience an 
self-control, and held on his course, in the face of ingratituc , 
treachery, and opposition, with indomitable firmness, 
neglected nothing, and attended to every important detai o 
business himself. When he found that food for ns r00 P 
was not to be obtained from England, and that he must re y 
upon his own resources for feeding them, he forthwiti con 
menced business as a corn merchant on a large sea e, 
copartnery with the British Minister at Lisbon. on1 ™ ^ 
sariat bills were created, with which grain was boug it m ^ 
ports of the Mediterranean and in South America. 
he had thus filled his magazines, the overplus was so 
the Portuguese, who were greatly in want of provision . 
He left nothing whatever to chance, but provided or e ' el P 
contingency. He gave his attention to the minutest e ai 
of the service ; and was accustomed to concentiate his vno 
energies, from time to time, on such apparently ignominious 
matters as soldiers’ shoes, camp-kettles, biscuits anc iorse 
fodder. His magnificent business equalities were everyw ere 
felt ; and there can be no doubt that, by the care with v c 
he provided for every contingency, and the personal attention 
which he gave to every detail, he laid the foundations o 1S 
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great success. 11 By such means he transformed an army of 
raw levies into the best soldiers in Europe, with whom he 
declared it to be possible to go anywhere and do anything. 

. V e have * lr eady referred to his remarkable power of 
abstracting himself from the work, no matter how engross- 

in °' lnime iatei y in hand, and concentrating his energies 
upon the details of some entirely different business. Thus 

th e P battle c?* ** WES whiIe he was P re Paring to fight 
Minki , u Salamanca that he had to expose to the 

was on th \ r thC 61111117 ° f re,yin & upon a loan ; it 
itself , ° f San CIiristova l) on the field of battle 
establi a Pn h dem ° ns ; rated the Surdity of attempting to 
tint he H ■ r U fi. CSe bank ; 11 Was m the tren ches of Burgos 
£ Mv ' FunChal ’ S scheme of fi uuno e, and expofed 

te T^ S the SalG ° f Church P ro P erty > and on 
these subt? u° Wed himSdf 38 Wel1 ac Vainted with 
of armies J ** the minutest detad in the mechanism 

nnn n ofbM< ! featUre ^ hlS character > showing the upright 
ransacked ’T*’ Wa3 h ‘ S thorou S h honesty. Whilst Soult 
Pitres 0 /“ , T 7 him . from S P ain numerous 

himself a Value ’ W elI mgton did not appropriate to 

he paid hi, S C farthmg ’ S WOrth of P r °Perty. Everywhere 
he had rr When m thc cnemy ’ s country. When 

Spanker 1 ^ fr0ntier ’ followed by 4o,ooo 

Plunder ’ SOaght t0 “ make fortunes ” by pillage and 
efforts to^re ^ rebl ’ ked their officers, and then, finding his 
their o S ram 1 1Cm . unava ihng, he sent them back into 

France th C0Untry ‘ * s a remarkable fact, that, even in 
ranee the peasantry fled from their own countrymen, and 

Joseph anTth^ ^‘ lshed correspondence of Napoleon with his brother 
this view. The n l ' ! ' f^nke of Ragusa, abundantly confirm 

of his routine H 6 overthrew Napoleon’s generals by the superiority 

knew how to feed m army.^ “ 7 that ’ * he kn6W anythin S a * all, he 
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carried their valuables within the protection of the British 
lines ! At the very same time, Wellington was writing home 
to the British Ministry, “We are overwhelmed with debts, 
and 1 can scarcely stir out of my house on account of 
public creditors waiting to demand payment of what is due 
to them.” Jules Maurel, in his estimate of the Duke’s cha- 
racter, says, “ Nothing can be grander or more nobly original 
than this admission. This old soldier, after thirty years 
service, this iron man and victorious general, established in 
an enemy’s country at the head of an immense army, is afrai 
of his creditors ! This is a kind of fear that has seldom 
troubled the mind of conquerors and invaders ; and 1 dou t 
if the annals of war could present anything comparable to 
this sublime simplicity.” But the Duke himself, ha e 
matter been put to him, would most probably hare is 
claimed any intention of acting even grandly or nobly in t e 
matter ; merely regarding the punctual payment of his c e ' 
as the best and most honourable mode of conducting ns 

business. . , 

The truth of the good old maxim, that “ Honesty is tne 
best policy,” is upheld by the daily experience 0 lte ’ 
uprightness and integrity being found as success u m 
business as in everything else. As Hugh Millers wo y 
uncle used to advise him, “In all your dealings gi'C 5 
neighbour the cast of the bauk — 1 good measure, heape np, 
and running over,’ — and you will not lose by it in the eu ■ 
A well-known brewer of beer attributed his success 0 
the liberality with which he used his malt. Going up to tn 
vat and tasting it, he would say, “ Still rather poor, my 
lads; give it another cast of the malt.” The brewer pu 
his character into his beer, and it proved generous arc01 j u 
ingly, obtaining a reputation in England, India, and t e 
colonies, which laid the foundation of a large fortune. 
Integrity of word and deed ought to be the very come 
stone of all business transactions. To the tradesman, t e 
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merchant, and manufacturer, it should be what honour is 
to the soldier, and charity to the Christian. In the 
humblest calling there will always be found scope for the 
exercise of this uprightness of character. Hugh Miller 
speaks of the mason with whom he served his appren- 
ticeship, as one who u put his conscience into ei'ery stone that 
he laid." So the true mechanic wall pride himself upon the 
thoroughness and solidity of his work, and the high- 
minded contractor upon the honesty of performance of his 
contract in every particular. The upright manufacturer 
will find not only honour and reputation, but substantial 
success, in the genuineness of the article which he pro- 
duces, and the merchant in the honesty of what he sells, 
and that it really is what it seems to be. Baron Dupin, 
speaking of the general probity of Englishmen, which he 
held to be a principal cause of their success, observed, “ We 
may succeed for a time by fraud, by surprise, by violence ; 
but we can succeed permanently only by means directly 
opposite. It is not alone the courage, the intelligence, the 
activity, of the merchant and manufacturer which maintain 
the superiority of their productions and the character of 
their country ; it is far more their wisdom, their economy, 
and, above all, their probity. If ever in the British 
Islands the useful citizen should lose these virtues, we may 
be sure that, for England, as for every other country, the 
vessels of a degenerate commerce, repulsed from every 
shore, would speedily disappear from those seas whose 
surface they now cover with the treasures of the universe, 
bartered for the treasures of the industry of the three 
kingdoms.” 

It must be admitted, that Trade tides character perhaps 
more severely than any other pursuit in life. It puts to 
the severest tests honesty, self-denial, justice, and truth- 
fulness ; and men of business who pass through such trials 
unstained are perhaps worthy of as great honour as soldiers 
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who prove their courage amidst the fire and perils of battle. 
And to the credit of the multitudes of men engaged in the 
various departments of trade, we think it must be admitted 
that on the whole they pass through their trials nobly, it 
we reflect but for a moment on the vast amount of wealth 
daily entrusted even to subordinate persons, who themselves 
probably earn but a bare competency— the loose cas \ w 1 
is constantly passing through the hands of shopmen, agent,, 
brokers, and clerks in banking houses,— and note ow c 
paratively few aie the breaches of trust which occur a 
all this temptation, it will probably be art.rriUed that thts 
steady daily honesty of conduct is most honourable to human 
nature, if it do not even tempt us to be proud of i . 
same trust and confidence reposed by met i o u» 
each other, as implied by the system of Ctedi , 
mainly based upon the principle of honour, rvou 
prising if it were not so much a matter o ordmary pm<«n 
in business transactions. Dr. Chalmers has well < 

the implicit trust with which merchants are accus 
confide in distant agents, separated from them per P > 
half the globe— often consigning vast wealth to pt » > 

recommended only by their character, whom pen 
have never seen— is probably the finest act of homage 
men can render to one another. , en . 

Although common honesty is still happi y m ® . 
dant amongst common people, and the genera 
community of England is still sound at heart, putting ^ 
honest character into their respective callings, e 
unhappily, as there have been in all times, but t0 ° ^ 

instances of flagrant dishonesty and fraud, exhi ntee ^ ^ 

unscrupulous, the over-speculative, and the intense y • e 
in their haste to be rich. There are tradesmen " 10 g 
terate, contractors who “ scamp,” manufacturers " 10 8" ^ 
shoddy instead of wool, “dressing” instead of cctto.i, c 
iron tools instead of steel, needles without eyes, razors m. 


Digitiz«d byfGC 



Chap. IX. 


Dishonest gains. 


287 


only “ to sell,” and swindled fabrics in many shapes. But 
these we must hold to be the exceptional cases, of low- 
ninded and grasping men, who, though they may gain 
wealth which they probably cannot enjoy, will never gain an 
honest character, nor secure that without which wealth is 
nothing — a heart at peace. “ The rogue cozened not me, 
but his own conscience,” said Bishop Latimer of a cutler 
who made him pay twopence for a knife not worth a penny. 
Money, earned by screwing, cheating, and overreaching, 
may for a time dazzle the eyes of the unthinking ; but the 
bubbles blown by unscrupulous rogues, when full-blown, 
usually glitter only to burst. The Sadleirs, Dean Pauls, 
and Redpaths, for the most part, come to a sad end even . 
in this world ; and though the successful swindles of others 
may not be “ found out,” and the gains of their roguery 
may remain with them, it will be as a curse and not as a 
blessing. 

It is possible that the scrupulously honest man may not 
grow rich so fast as the unscrupulous and dishonest one ; 
but the success will be of a truer kind, earned without 
fraud or injustice. And even though a man should for a 
time be unsuccessful, still he must be honest : better lose 
all and save character. For character is itself a fortune ; 
and if the high-principled man will but hold on his way 
courageously, success will surely come, — nor will the highest 
reward of all be withheld from him. Wordsworth well 
describes the “ Happy Warrior,” as he 

“ Who comprehends his trust, and to the same 
Keeps faithful with a singleness of aim ; 

And therefore does not stoop, nor lie in wait 
For wealth, or honour, or for worldly state ; 

Whom they must follow, on whose head must fall. 

Like showers of manna, if they come at all.” 

As an example of the high-minded mercantile man 
trained in upright habits of business, and distinguished for 
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justice, truthfulness, and honesty of dealing in all things, 
the career of the well-known David Barclay , grandson of 
Robert Barclay, of Ury, the author of the celebrated 
‘ Apology for the Quakers,’ may be briefly referred to. For 
many years he was the head of an extensive house in 
Cheapside, chiefly engaged in the American trade ; but 
like Granville Sharp, he entertained so strong an opinion 
against the war with our American colonies, that he deter- 
mined to retire altogether from the trade. Whilst a mer- 
chant, he was as much distinguished for his talents, know- 
ledge, integrity, and power, as he afterwards was for his 
patriotism and munificent philanthropy. He was a mirror 
of truthfulness and honesty ; and, as became the good 
Christian and true gentleman, his word was always held 
to be as good as his bond. His position, and his high 
character, induced the Ministers of the day on many occa- 
sions to seek his advice ; and, when examined before the 
House of Commons on the subject of the American dispute, 
his views were so clearly expressed, and his advice was so 
strongly justified by the reasons stated by him, that Lord 
North publicly acknowledged that he had derived more 
information from David Barclay than from all others east 
of Temple Bar. On retiring from business, it was not to 
rest in luxurious ease, but to enter upon new labours of 
usefulness for others. With ample means, he felt that he 
still owed to society the duty of a good example. He 
founded a house of industry near his residence at Waltham- 
stow, which he supported at a heavy outlay for several years, 
until at length he succeeded in rendering it a souice of 
comfort as well as independence to the well-disposed 
families of the poor in that neighbourhood. When an 
estate in Jamaica fell to him, he determined, though at a 
cost of some 10,000/., at once to give liberty to the whole 
of the slaves on the property. He sent out an agent, who 
hired a ship, and he had the little slave community trans- 
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ported to one of the free American states, where they 
settled down and prospered. Mr. Barclay had been assured 
that the negroes were too ignorant and too barbarous for 
freedom, and it was thus that he determined practically 
to demonstrate the fallacy of the assertion. In dealing with 
his accumulated savings, he made himself the executor of 
his own will, and instead of leaving a large fortune to be 
divided among his relatives at his death, he extended to 
them his munificent aid during his life, watched and aided 
them in their respective careers, and thus not only laid 
the foundation, but lived to see the maturity, of some of 
the largest and most prosperous business concerns in the 
metropolis. We believe that to this day some of our most 
eminent merchants — such as the Gurneys, Hanburys, and 
Buxtons — are proud to acknowledge with gratitude the 
obligations they owe to David Barclay for the means of their 
first introduction to life, and for the benefits of his counsel 
and countenance in the early stages of their career. Such a 
man stands as a mark of the mercantile honesty and integrity 
of his country, and is a model and example for men of 
business in all time to come. 
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“ Not for to hide it in a hedge, 

Nor for a train attendant, 

Bnt for the glorious privilege 
Of being independent.” — Bunu. 


“ Neither a borrower nor a lender be : 

For loan oft loses both itself and friend ; 

And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry. —Shaltipta . 

Never treat money affairs with levity — Money is character.— aii £. L. •'} 



OVV a man uses money — makes it, saves it, and 
spends it — is perhaps one of the best test- o 
practical wisdom. Although money ought y 
no means to be regarded as a chief end of mans 
life, neither is it a trifling matter, to be held m philosop ic 
contempt, representing as it does to so large an extent, t e 
means of physical comfort and social well-being. . n ee ’ 
some of the finest qualities of human nature are intimately 
related to the right use of money ; such as generosity, 
honesty, justice, and self-sacrifice ; as well as the practia 
virtues of economy and providence. On the other an , 
there are their counterparts of avarice, fraud, injustice, an 
selfishness, as displayed by the inordinate lovers of gam j 
and the vices of thriftlessness, extravagance, and improvi- 
dence, on the part of those who misuse and abuse the means 
entrusted to them. “ So that,” as is wisely observed oy 
Henry Taylor in his thoughtful ‘ Notes from Life, “ a n & 
measure and manner in getting, saving, spending, giving, 
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taking, lending, borrowing, and bequeathing, would almost 
argue a perfect man.” 

Comfort in worldly circumstances is a condition which 
every man is justified in striving to attain by all worthy 
means. It secures that physical satisfaction, which is 
necessary for the culture of the better part of his nature ; 
and enables him to provide for those of his own household, 
without which, says the Apostle, a man is “ worse than an 
infidel.” Nor ought the duty to be any the less indifferent 
to us, that the respect which our fellow-men entertain for 
us in no slight degree depends upon the manner in which 
we exercise the opportunities which present themselves 
for our honourable advancement in life. The very effort 
required to be made to succeed in life with this object, is 
of itself an education ; stimulating a man’s sense of self- 
respect, bringing out his practical qualities, and disciplining 
him in the exercise of patience, perseverance, and such 
like virtues. The provident and careful man must neces- 
sarily be a thoughtful man, for he lives not merely for 
the present, but with provident forecast makes arrange- 
ments for the future. He must also be a temperate man, 
and exercise the virtue of self-denial, than which nothing is 
so much calculated to give strength to the character. J ohn 
Sterling says truly, that “ the worst education which teaches 
self-denial, is better than tire besi which teaches everything 
else, and not that” The Romans rightly employed the 
same word (virtus) to designate courage, which is in a 
physical sense what the other is in a moral ; the highest virtue 
of all being victory over ourselves. 

Hence the lesson of self-denial — the sacrificing of a present 
gratification for a future good — is one of the last that is 
learnt. Those classes which work the hardest might naturally 
be expected to value the most the money which they earn. 
Yet the readiness with which so many are accustomed to 
eat up and drink up their earnings as they go, renders 
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them to a great extent helpless and dependent upon the 
frugal. There are large numbers of persons among us who, 
though enjoying sufficient means of comfort and indepen- 
dence, are often found to be barely a day’s march ahead o 
actual want when a time of pressure occurs; and hence a 
great cause of social helplessness and suffering. n one 
occasion a deputation waited on Lord John Russell, respecting 
the taxation levied on the working classes of the counti), 
when the noble lord took the oppoitunity o remar' B » 

“ You may rely upon it that the Government of this count } 
durst not tax the working classes to anything like t e ex en 
to which they tax themselves in their expenditure upo 
intoxicating drinks alone ! ” Of ail great P u 1C c l Ul ^ 
there is perhaps none more important than this, n c 
work of reform calling more loudly for labourers. M 
it must be admitted that “self-denial and self-hc p 
make a poor rallying cry for the hustings , ant 1 1 
be feared that the patriotism of this day has u 
regard for such common things as individual econom 
providence, although it is by the practice o sue 
only that the genuine independence of the mdustna 
is to be secured. “ Prudence, frugality, ant goo nu e 
ment,” said Samuel Drew, the philosophical shoemak . 
“ are excellent artists for mending bad times . t ey o 
but little room in any dwelling, but would furms 
effectual remedy for the evils of life than any e 0 
that ever passed the Houses of Parliament. o^ra e 
‘“Let him that would move the world move first 
Or as the old rhyme runs — 

“ If every one would see 
To his own reformation, 

How very easily 
You might reform a nation. 

It is, however, generally felt to be a far easier thin B ^ 
reform the Church and the State than to reform the ieaf 
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our own bad habits ■, and in such matters it is usually found 
more agreeable to our tastes, as it certainly is the common 
practice, to begin with our neighbours rather than with 
ourselves. 

Any class of men that lives from hand to mouth will 
ever be an inferior class. They will necessarily remain 
impotent and helpless, hanging on to the skirts of society, 
the sport of times and seasons. Having no respect for 
themselves, they will fail in securing the respect of others. 
In commercial crises, such men must inevitably go to the 
wall. Wanting that husbanded power which a store of sav- 
ings, no matter how small, invariably gives them, they will 
be at ever)' man’s mercy, and, if possessed of right feelings, 
they cannot but regard with fear and trembling the future 
possible fate of their wives and children. “ The world,” 
once said Mr. Cobden to the working men of Huddersfield, 
“ has always been divided into two classes, — those who 
have saved, and those who have spent — the thrifty and the 
extravagant. The building of all the houses, the mills, the 
bridges, and the ships, and the accomplishment of all other 
great works which have rendered man civilized and happy, 
has been done by the savers, the thrifty ; and those who 
have wasted their resources have always been their slaves. 
It has been the law of nature and of Providence that this 
should be so ; and I were an impostor if I promised any 
class that they would advance themselves if they were 
improvident, thoughtless, and idle.” 

Equally sound was the advice given by Mr. Bright to an 
assembly of working men at Rochdale, in 1847, when, after 
expressing his belief that, “ so far as honesty was concerned, 
it was to be found in pretty equal amount among all 
classes,” he used the following words : — “ There is only 
one way that is safe for any man, or any number of men, 
by which they can maintain their present position if it be 
a good one, or raise themselves above it if it be a bad one, 
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—that is, by the practice of the virtues of industry, frugality, 
temperance, and honesty. There is no royal road by w 
men can raise themselves from a position which they feel to 
be uncomfortable and unsatisfactory, as regards their men 
or physical condition, except by the practice of A on 
by which they find numbers amongst them are continually 

advancing and bettering themselves. n „ e 

There is no reason why the condition of the average 

workman should not be a useful honountbl^ 

and happy one. The whole body of the working classes 

might, few exceptions) be as frugal ' 

informed, and welkonditioned as nrrny mtadris 
same class have already made themselves What so ^ 
are all without difficulty might be. Employ 
means, and the same results will follow^ should 

be a class of men who live by their daily a 
state is the ordinance of God, and doubtless is a w se 
righteous one; but that this class should be otherm* * 
frugal, contented, intelligent, and happy, is n ^ 

of Providence, but springs solely from the wea ^ 

indulgence, and perverseness of man himse . Th 

spirit of self-help created L a class, 

more than any other measure serve t ,| iem 

and this, not- by pulling down others, but y re ijgion, 
up to a higher and still advancing standard of rehffW 

intelligence,^ and virtue. “All moral 

Montaigne, “is as applicable to a common P ^ fofm 

as to the most splendid. Every man carries 

of the human condition within him. 

When a man casts his glance forward, he wi ^ 

three chief temporal contingencies for whic e a. ^ w0 
are want of employment, sickness, and eat. ^ 

first he may escape, but the last is mevitab e. > C) 
the duty of the prudent man so to live, , an id *> ° 
that the pressure of suffering, in event of eithe ' o 
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occurring, shall be mitigated to as great an extent as possible, 
not only to himself, but also to those who are dependent 
upon him for their comfort and subsistence. Viewed in this 
ight the honest earning and the frugal use of money are of 
the greatest importance. Rightly earned, it is the represen- 
ta uve of patient industry and untiring effort, of temptation 
resisted, and hope rewarded; and rightly used, it affords 
dications of prudence, fore-thought and self-denial— the 

™ e wJ aS ,f w maD ’ y C l! araCter - Though money resents a 
crowd of objects without any real worth or utility, it also 

represents many things of great value ; not only food, cloth- 

ng, and household satisfaction, but personal self-respect and 

man^aT^' 7”“ a St ° re ° f Savings is t0 die working 
anH p H, ba 5 riCade agamst wa °t; it secures him a footing 

undl bet rdaTs to«T £j“ “> eSS and ^ 

a - ys come round - The very endeavour to gain 

tadTJ, mS' 0n the WOrld has a certain ' n it, and 

tends to make a man stronger and better. At all events it 

[ reed ° m ° f action > and cables him to 
husband Ins strength for future effort. 

is it! ll ;V rian W r h ° is always hovering on the verge of want 
“ tate not far amoved from that of slaveiy He is in 

uadertVh 3 T bUt i$ in COnstant P eril of Tailing 

thev dictat ^ ^ acce P tin S th e terms which 

smte for htd ' H * ^ hd P beiag in a measure, 

rndla? reS c QOt l0 ° k the wor,d boldIy the face; 
rates h<? mUSt l0 ° k either to a,ms or the poor’s 

moving 1 W ° rk ^ him alt0gether ’ he has not the means of 
parish likP aaother field of employment ; he is fixed to his 
emigrate & t0 ltS ro<d£ > and 0311 neither migrate nor 

is all tw' 1 ’" 6 ’ nde P endence > the practice of simple economy 
cour a IS Qecessary - Economy requires neither superior 
enemv a ? ^ m,nent virtue i it is satisfied with ordinary 
gy> nd the capacity of average minds. Economy, at 
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bottom, is but the spirit of order applied in the administra- 
tion of domestic affairs : it means management, regularity, 
prudence, and the avoidance of waste. The spirit of eco- 
nomy was expressed by our Divine Master in the words 
< Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing may 
be lost.’ His omnipotence did not disdain the small things 
of life ; and even while revealing His infinite power to the 
multitude, he taught the pregnant lesson of carefulness of 

which all stand so much in need. 

Economy also means the power of resisting present grati- 
fication for the purpose of securing a future good, and in this 
light it represents the ascendancy of reason over the animal 
instincts. It is altogether different from penuriousness . or 
it is economy that can always best afford to be generous, t 
does not make money an idol but regards it as a uselu 
agent, As Dean Swift observes, “ we must carry money m 
the head, not in the heart." Economy may be styled the 
daughter of Prudence, the sister of Temperance, and t e 
mother of Liberty. It is evidently conservative-conser- 
vative of character, of domestic happiness, and social well- 
being. It is, in short, the exhibition of self-help m one of 
its best forms. 

Francis Homer’s father gave him this advice on enter^ 
ing life “ Whilst I wish you to be comfortable in even' 
respect, 1 cannot too strongly inculcate economy, h 1S 
a necessary virtue to all ; and however the shallow part 0 
mankind may despise it, it certainly leads to independence, 
which is a grand object to every man of a high spint 
Bums’ lines, quoted at the head of this chapter, contain t 
right idea ; but unhappily his strain of song was higher t an 
his practice; his ideal better than his habit. When laid vn 
his death-bed he wrote to a friend, “ Alas ! Clarke, I begm 
to feel the worst. Burns’ poor widow, and half a dozen 0 
his dear little ones helpless orphans ; — there I am weak as a 
woman’s tear. Enough of this ; — ’tis half my disease. 
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Every man ought so to 'contrive as to live within his 
means. This practice is of the very essence of honesty. 
For if a man do not manage honestly to live within his 
own means, he must necessarily be living dishonestly upon 
the means of somebody else. Those who are careless about 
personal expenditure, and consider merely their own grati- 
fication, without regard for the comfort of others, generally 
find out the real uses of money when it is too late. Though 
by nature generous, these thriftless persons are often driven 
in the end to do very shabby things. They waste their 
money as they do their time ; draw bills upon the future ; 
anticipate their earnings ; and are thus under the necessity 
of dragging after them a load of debts and obligations 
which seriously affect their action as free and independent 
men. 

It was a maxim of Lord Bacon, that when it was necessary 
to economize, it was better to look after petty savings than 
to descend to petty gettings. The loose cash which many 
persons throw away uselessly, and worse, would often form a 
basis of fortune and independence for life. These wasters 
are their own worst enemies, though generally found amongst 
the ranks of those who rail at the injustice of “ the world.” 
But if a man will not be his own friend, how can he expect 
that others will? Orderly men of moderate means have 
always something left in their pockets to heip others ; 
whereas your prodigal and careless fellows who spend all 
never find an opportunity for helping anybody. It is poor 
economy, however, to be a scrub. Narrowmindedness in 
living and in dealing is generally short-sighted, and leads 
to failure. The penny soul, it is said, never came to two- 
pence. Generosity and liberality, like honesty, prove the 
best policy after all. Though Jenkinson, in the ‘Vicar 
of Wakefield,’ cheated his kind-hearted neighbour Flam- 
borough in one w'ay or another every' year, “ Flamborough,” 
said he, “ has been regularly growing in riches, while I 
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have come to poverty and -a gaol.” And practical life 
abounds in cases of brilliant results from a course of gene- 
rous and honest policy. , 

The proverb says that “an empty bag cannot stand 

upright;” neither can a man who. is m debt. t i^aso 
difficult for a man who is in debt to be truthfu , ence 1 
said that lying rides on debt’s back. The debtor ha t 
frame excuses to his creditor for postponing payment 
the money he owes him; and probably also to conmve 
falsehoods. It is easy enough for a man who mil exerase : a 
healthy resolution, to avoid incumng the first 0 1^ > 

but the facility with which that has been incurred often 
becomes a temptation to a second ; and very soo 
unfortunate borrower becomes so entangled a n 
exertion of industry can set him free. The r 
debt is like the first step in falsehood; aimos invoh g 
necessity of proceeding in the same course, debt fo lowmg 
debt, as lie follows lie. Haydon, the painter, dated 
decline from the day on which he first borrowed money 
He realized the truth of the proverb, ‘‘Who goes , 
rowing, goes a-sorrowing.” The significant entry 
diary is : “ Here began debt and obligation, out 
I have never been and never shall be extricate 
as I live.” His Autobiography shows but too P 
how embarrassment in money matters pro uc ® s P ‘ , 
distress of mind, utter incapacity for work, an con 
recurring humiliations. The written advice w ici ^ yer 
to a youth when entering the navy was as follow s . ^ 

purchase any enjoyment if it cannot be procurer 
borrowing of others. Never borrow money : it is e ^ r ^. _ 
I do not say never lend, but never lend if y e ^ 
you render yourself unable to pay what you f 

under any circumstances never borrow.” Fichte, t e 
student, refused to accept even presents from his sti p 
parents. 


Digitized by "Google 



Chap. X. 


Avoid, debt. 


299 


Dr. Johnson held that early debt is ruin. His words on 
the subject are weighty, and worthy of being held in 
remembrance. “ Do not,” said he, “ accustom yourself to 
consider debt only as an inconvenience ; you will find it a 
calamity. Poverty takes away so many means of doing 
good, and produces so much inability to resist evil, both 
natural and moral, that it is by all virtuous means to be 
avoided. . . . Let it be your first care, then, not to 

be in any man’s debt. Resolve not to be poor ; whatever 
you have spend less. Poverty is a great enemy to human 
happiness ; it certainly destroys liberty, and it makes some 
virtues impracticable and others extremely difficult. Fru- 
gality is not only the basis of quiet, but of beneficence. 
No man can help others that wants help himself ; we must 
have enough before we have to spare.” 

It is the bounden duty of every man to look his affairs 
in the face, and to keep an account of his incomings and 
outgoings in money matters. The exercise of a little simple 
arithmetic in this way will be found of great value. 
Prudence requires that we shall pitch our scale of living a 
degree below our means, rather than up to them ; but this 
can only be done by carrying out faithfully a plan of living 
by which both ends may be made to meet. John Locke 
strongly advised this course: “Nothing,” said he “is like- 
lier to keep a man within compass than having constantly 
before his eyes the state of his affairs in a regular course of 
account.” The Duke of Wellington kept an accurate 
detailed account of all the monies received and expended 
by him. “I make a point," said he to Mr. Gleig, “of 
paying my own bills, and I advise every one to do the 
same; formerly I used to trust a confidential servant to 
pay them, but I was cured of that folly by receiving one 
morning, to my great surprise, duns of a year or two’s 
standing. The fellow had speculated with my money, and 
left my bills unpaid.” Talking of debt his remark was, 
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“ It makes a slave of a man. I have often known what it 
was to be in want of money, but I never got into debt. 
Washington was as particular as Wellington was, in matters 
of business detail ; and it is a remarkable fact, that he did 
not disdain 'to scrutinize the smallest outgoings of ms 
household— determined as he was to live honestly within 
his means — even while holding the high office of 1 resi 

of the American Union. • 

Admiral Jervis, Earl St. Vincent, has told the story o 
his early struggles, and, amongst other things, of his deter- 
mination to keep out of debt “ My father had a very large 
family,” said he, “ with limited means. He gave me twenty 
pounds at starting, and that w r as all he ever gave me. - 
I had been a considerable time at the station [at s - a ,> ^ 
drew for twenty more, but the bill came back proteste 
I was mortified at this rebuke, and made a promise, w w 
have ever kept, that I would never draw anot er 
without a certainty of its being paid. I 
changed my mode of living, quitted mv mess, nee a > 
and took up the ship’s allowance, w hich I foun quite 
cient ; w r ashed and mended my own clothes, ma e a P 
of trousers out of the ticking of my bed , an J ninft 
these means saved as much money as would- re ee ™. n ' 
honour, I took up my bill, and from that ^ time to > 1 

have taken care to keep within my means. °-! te . 

years endured pinching privation, but preserve us in 
grity, studied his profession with success, and gra ua } • 
steadily rose by merit and bravery r to the highest lan '. 

Mr. Hume hit the mark when he once stated m 
House of Commons — though his words were follow e . 
“ laughter ” — that the tone of living in England >s a t0 ^ 
gether too high. Middle-class people are too apt to live up 
to their incomes, if not beyond them : affecting a degree o 
“ style ” which is most unhealthy in its effects upon society 
at large. There is an ambition to bring up boys as gent e 
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men, or rather “ genteel ” men ; though the result frequently 
is, only to make them gents. They acquire a taste for dress, 
style, luxuries, and amusements, which can never form any 
solid foundation for manly or gentlemanly character ; and 
the result is, that we have a vast number of gingerbread 
young gentry thrown upon the world, who remind one of 
the abandoned hulls sometimes picked up at sea, with only 
a monkey on board. 

There is a dreadful ambition abroad for being “ genteel.” 
We keep up appearances, too often at the expense of 
honesty ; and, though we may not be rich, yet we must 
seem to be so. We must be “respectable,” though only in 
the meanest sense — in mere vulgar outward show. We 
have not the courage to go patiently onward in the con- 
dition of life in which it has pleased God to call us ; but 
must needs live in some fashionable state to which we 
ridiculously please to call ourselves, and all to gratify the 
vanity of that unsubstantial genteel world of which we 
form a part. There is a constant struggle and pressure for 
front seats in the social amphitheatre ; in the midst of 
which all noble self-denying resolve is trodden down, and 
many fine natures are inevitably crushed to death. What 
waste, what misery, what bankruptcy, come from all this 
ambition to dazzle others with the glare of apparent worldly 
success, we need not describe. The mischievous results 
show themselves in a thousand ways — in the rank frauds 
committed by men who dare to be dishonest, but do not 
dare to seem poor ; and in the desperate dashes at fortune, 
in which the pity is not so much for those who fail, as for 
the hundreds of innocent families who are so often involved 
in their ruin. 

The late Sir Charles Napier, in taking leave of his 
command in India, did a bold and honest thing in pub- 
lishing his strong protest, embodied in his last General 
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Order to the officers of the Indian army, against the “fast” 
life led by so many young officers in that service, involving 
them in ignominious obligations. Sir Charles strongly 
urged, in that famous document — what had almost been lost 
sight of — that “ honesty is inseparable from the character of 
a thorough-bred gentleman and that “ to drink unpaid-for 
champagne and unpaid-for beer, and to ride unpaid-for horses, 
is to be a cheat, and not a gentleman.” Men who lived beyond 
their means and were summoned, often by their own ser- 
vants, before Courts of Requests for debts contracted in extra- 
vagant living, might be officers by virtue of their commissions, 
but they were not gentlemen. The habit of being constantly 
in debt, the Commander-in-chief held, made men grow 
callous to the proper feelings of a gentleman. It was not 
enough that an officer should be able to fight: that any 
bull-dog could do. But did he hold his word inviolate? — 
did he pay his debts? These were among the points of 
honour which, he insisted, illuminated the true gentleman’s 
and soldier’s career. As Bayard was of old, so would Sir 
Charles Napier have all British officers to be. He knew 
them to be “without fear,” but he would also have them 
“without reproach.” There are, however, many gallant 
young fellows, both in India and at home, capable of 
mounting a breach on an emergency amidst belching fire, 
and of performing the most desperate deeds of valour, who 
nevertheless cannot or will not exercise the moral courage 
necessary to enable them to resist a petty temptation pre- 
sented to their senses. They cannot utter their valiant 
“ No,” or “ I can’t afford it,” to the invitations of pleasure 
and self-enjoyment ; and they are found ready to brave 
death rather than the ridicule of their companions. 

The young man, as he passes through life, advances 
through a long line of tempters ranged on either side of 
him ; and the inevitable effect of yielding, is degradation in 


DiQiH7nd.tny-Goegle 



Chap. X. 


Resistance to temptation . 


303 


a greater or a less degree. Contact with them tends insen- 
sibly to draw away from him some portion of the divine 
electric element with which his nature is charged ; and 
his only mode of resisting them is to utter and to act out 
his “ no ” manfully and resolutely. He must decide at 
once, not waiting to deliberate and balance reasons ; for 
the youth, like “ the woman who deliberates, is lost.” Many 
deliberate, without deciding ; but “ not to resolve, is to 
resolve.” A perfect knowledge of man is in the prayer, 
“ Lead us not into temptation.” But temptation will come 
to try the young man’s strength ; and once yielded to, the 
power to resist grows weaker and weaker. Yield once, and 
a portion of virtue has gone. Resist manfully, and the 
first decision will give strength for life; repeated, it will 
become a habit It is in the outworks of the habits 
formed in early life that the real strength of the defence 
must lie ; for it has been wisely ordained, that the ma- 
chinery of moral existence should be carried pn principally 
through the medium of the habits, so as to save the wear 
and t tear of the great principles within. It is good habits, 
which insinuate themselves into the thousand inconsider- 
able acts of life, that really constitute by far the greater 
part of man’s moral conduct. 

Hugh Miller has told how, by an act of youthful decision, 
he saved himself from one of the strong temptations so 
peculiar to a life of toil. When employed as a mason, it 
was usual for his fellow-workmen to have an occasional 
treat of drink, and one day two glasses of whisky fell to 
his share, which he swallowed. When he reached home, 
he found, on opening his favourite book — ‘Bacon’s Essays’ 
— that the letters danced before his eyes, and that he could 
no longer master the sense. “ The condition,” he says, 
“into which I had brought myself was, I felt, one of 
degradation. I had sunk, by my own act, for the time, to 
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a lower level of intelligence than that on which it was my 
privilege to be placed ; and though the state could have 
been no very favourable one for forming a resolution, I in 
that hour determined ithat I should never again sacrifice 
my capacity of intellectual enjoyment to a drinking usage; 
and, with God’s help, I was enabled to hold by the deter- 
mination.” It is such decisions as this that often form the 
turning-points in a man’s life, and furnish the foundation 
of his future character. And this rock, on which Hugh 
Miller might have been wrecked, if he had not at the right 
moment put forth his moral strength to strike away from it, 
is one that youth and manhood alike need to be constantly 
on their guard against It is about one of the worst and 
most deadly, as well as extravagant, temptations which lie 
in the way of youth. Sir Walter Scott used to say that “of 
all vices drinking is the most incompatible with greatness.” 
Not only so, but it is incompatible with economy, decency, 
health, and honest living. When a youth cannot restrain, he 
must abstain. Dr. Johnson’s case is the case of many. He 
said, referring to his own habits, “Sir, I can abstain; but 
I can’t be moderate.” 

But to wrestle vigorously and successfully with any vicious 
habit, we must not merely be satisfied with contending on 
the low' ground of wwldly prudence, though that is of use, 
but take stand upon a higher moral elevation. Mechanical 
aids, such as pledges, may be of service to some, but the 
great thing is to set up a high standard of thinking and 
acting, and endeavour to strengthen and purify the principles 
as well as to reform the habits. For this purpose a youth 
must study himself, watch his steps, and compare his thoughts 
and acts with his rule. The more knowledge of himself 
he gains, the more humble will he be, and perhaps the 
less confident in his own strength. But the discipline will 
be always found most valuable which is acquired by resisting 
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small present gratifications to secure a prospective greater 
and higher one. It is the noblest work in self-education, 
— for 


“ Real glory 

Springs from the silent conquest of ourselves, 
And without that the conqueror is nought 
But the first slave.” 


Many popular books have been written for the purpose 
of communicating to the public the grand secret of making 
money. But there is no secret whatever about it, as the 
proverbs of every nation abundantly testify. “ Take care 
of the pennies and the pounds will take care of themselves.” 
“Diligence is the mother of good luck.” “No pains no 
gains.” “No sweat no sweet.” “Work and thou shalt 
have.” “ The world is his who has patience and industry.” 
“ Better go to bed supperless than rise in debt.” Such 
are specimens of the proverbial philosophy, embodying the 
hoarded experience of many generations, as to the best 
means of thriving in the world. They were current in 
people’s mouths long before books were invented ; and like 
other popular proverbs they were the first codes of popular 
morals. Moreover they have stood the test of time, and the 
experience of every day still bears witness to their accuracy, 
force, and soundness. The proverbs of Solomon are full 
of wisdom as to the force of industry, and the use and abuse 
of money : — “ He that is slothful in work is brother to him 
that is a great waster.” “ Go to the ant thou sluggard ; con- 
sider her ways, and be wise.” Poverty, says the preacher, 
shall come upon the idler, “ as one that travelleth, and want 
as an armed man but of the industrious and upright, “ the 
hand of the diligent maketh rich.” “ The drunkard and the 
glutton shall come to poverty ; and drowsiness shall clothe 
a man with rags.” “Scest thou a man diligent in his 
business? he shall stand* before kings.” But above all, 
“ ft is better to get wisdom than gold , for wisdom is better 
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than rubies, and all the things that maybe desired are not 

fer "-‘vttf 

any person of ordinary working faculty comparatively m- 
dependent in his means. Even a working man may be* 
provided he will carefully husband his resources, and , tch 
the little outlets of useless expenditure. A pen > * 

small matter, yet the comfort of thousands of fam hes depend^ 
upon the proper spending and saving o penm • 
allows the little pennies, the results of his ^d-orMoshp 
out of his fingers-some to the beershop om e ^ 
and some that — he wall find that his 1 ■ ^and 

above one of mere animal drudgery. On i ’ 

if he take care of the pennies-putring some 
benefit society or an insurance fund, ot ers care fully 

bank, and confiding the rest to his wife >to be caretu. y 
laid out, with a view to the comfortable mamtem^^ 
education of his family— he will soon find * at increasicg 
to small matters will abundantly repay ««» arat i ve 1y 
means, growing comfort at home, anc a min haV e 

free from fears as to the future. And it a work ng 
high ambition and possess richness m spm ’ • ons __he 

wealth which far transcends all mere worldly 
mavnot only help himself, but be a profitable he ; p 
in his path through life. That this is no 
even for a common labourer in a workshop, > ma; > 
trated by the remarkable career o ,'°™' uccee deci in 
Manchester, who not only attempted u x rwee kly 

the reclamation of many criminals while workin a 

wages in a foundry. . tf) t jic 

Accident first directed Thomas Wrights attention ^ 

difficulty encountered by liberated convicts m re ° ^ 
habits of honest industry. His mind was s ort > 1 se 
by the subject ; and to remedy the evil became t e 1 ^ 

of his life. Though he worked from six in the morn 0 
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^“» , t^^® P Sy^: re sT te thai he couid 

employed m the serviVe P r J • S Sundays — and these he 

ne g ,^xi h ™ c rCi r ,ass then 
efet 1 

steadfastly holding to hfeV 60 thlS W0rkm o man > by 
not fewer Zn tLl \ ! F?°FF SUCCeeded in rescuing 
a life of villany 1 He cTn^ to be" 8 ^7 f )ntinuance in 
Physician of the Manchester Old BaT ’ ^ ^ m ° ral 

Chaplain and all others failed Thn ^w^ Where the 
ceeded. Children he thus re f ’ i 0mas Wn ght often suc- 

sons and daughters otherwis^sT^ThTh *° their parents 
a returned convict did he , . ’ ° their bomes ; and many 

and ind„st~^ C TZ:° "? d °"" t0 

It required mone,-, , ime b > - no me;uls easy, 

character and the !•, P^dcnce, and above all, 
inspires. The m « re “ J IT ' Vhich character viably 
relieved XL ^ ™ that Wrigta 

paratively s„ w ll , age s JmS TT ° M ° f ,he 
He did all this on JZrl t ? h ™ at foundl y work, 
•his working career 100 / 77 " ^ dld not avera £ e > during 
a ^e to bestow ^ whi,e ^e was 

owed no more than the * • ° n cnmmaIs > to whom he 
human being oZ \n T* ° f kindness whkh every 
family in comfort and 7°° u*’ als ° maintained his 
enabled to lay by a store of sa/ 1Ugal ' ty and carefuln ess, 

°ld age. Every wept h ' lngs a g amst his approaching 
liberate care s „ ' J* portioned his income with de 
“Hood and clorhiJTt, f J e , “'dispensable necessaries 
for the schoolmaster’ 7 ^ the landlord > so much 

and the lines of distort f mUC l f ° r the poor and need y; 
suc h means did resolutely observed. By 
w ork , ^ the result- WOrkman P“*ue his great 

his career affords one '7 7 e S ° bnefly described - Indeed, 
of the most remarkable and striking 
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illustrations of the force of purpose in a man of the might 
of small means carefully and sedulously aPP 1 ^, and>o 
of th e power which an energetic and upright character 

SanX exercises upon .he lives and conduct of ^ 
There is no discredit, but honour, in every g 

tools, weaving fabrics, or se g P meaS ure & 

counter A '£££*& * **' * 

sr S s°L nb r; hs min d «o 

the stick and ribbon; to be - short ^ ^ 

narrow as the other. J , _f u i calling, 

said Fuller, “but those who tor 1 „ 

And Bishop Hall said, “Sweet is the dest y 
whether of the brow or of the mmd Menw ^ ^ 
raised themselves from a humble cal g, , fi | : 

ashamed, but rather ought to be *■££££„* 
they have surmounted. An J rnencan g bad been a 

what was his coat-of-arms, remembmng * h 
hewer of wood in his youth, rep te , P f uismes, 

A French doctor once taunted Flech.er, Bwhop <* - 
who had been a ,al!ow<handler in Ins youth.’ w 
ness of bis origin, to which Flechmr rep^d, !^ ^ 
been born in the same condition that I v ^ , y 
have been but a maker of candles. money-making. 

Nothing is more common than energy ^ accumu lation. 
quite independent of any higher object than , 

1 man who devotes himself to tins pummb bod,^ ^ ; 

can scarcely fail to become nch. ery scrape and 

spend less than you earn ; add guinea to gum c , 
save; and the pile of gold will gradually ns . ^ ^ 

the Parisian banker, began life a poor man. supper 

customed every evening to drink a pint o ^ £( j . in d 

at a tavern which he visited, during whic e c j B 

pocketed all the corks that he could lay his an 



Chap. X. 


Mere money-making. 


309 


eight years he had collected as many corks as sold for eight 
louis d’ors. With that sum he laid the foundations of his 
fortune — gained mostly by stock-jobbing; leaving at his 
death some three millions of francs. John Foster has cited 
a striking illustration of what this kind of determination will 
do in money-making. A young man who ran through his 
patrimony, spending it in profligacy, was at length reduced 
to utter want and despair. He rushed out of his house 
intending to put an end to his life, and stopped on arriving 
at an eminence overlooking what were once his estates. 
He sat down, ruminated for a time, and rose with the 
determination that he would recover them. He returned 
to the streets, saw a load of coals which had been shot out 
of a cart on to the pavement before a house, offered to 
carry them in, and was employed. He thus earned a few 
pence, requested some meat and drink as a gratuity, which 
was given him, and the pennies were laid by. Pursuing 
this menial labour, he earned and saved more pennies ; 
accumulated sufficient to enable him to purchase some 
cattle, the value of which he understood, and these he sold 
to advantage. He proceeded by degrees to undertake 
larger transactions, until at length he became rich. The 
result was, that he more than recovered his possessions, and 
died an inveterate miser. When he was buried, mere earth 
went to earth. With a nobler spirit, the same determination 
might have enabled such a man to be a benefactor to others 
as well as to himself. But the life and its end in this case 
were alike sordid. 

To provide for others and for our own comfort and inde- 
pendence in old age, is honourable, and greatly to be com- 
mended ; but to hoard for mere wealth’s sake is the 
characteristic of the narrow-souled and the miserly. It is 
against the growth of this habit of inordinate saving that 
the wise man needs most carefully to guard himself : else, 
what in youth was simple economy, may in old age grow into 
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avarice, and what was a duty in the one case, may become 
a vice in the other. It is the love of money— not money 
itself— which is “ the root of evil,’’— a love which narrows 
and contracts the soul, and closes it against generous life 
and action. Hence, Sir Walter Scott makes one of his 
characters declare that “the penny siller slew more sou s 
than the naked sword slew bodies.” It is one oi t le e ec 
of business too exclusively followed, that it insensib y ten s 
to a mechanism of character. The business man gets into 
a rut, and often does not look beyond it. If he lives ten 
himself only, he becomes apt to regard other human beings 
only in so far as they minister to his ends, lake a lea 
from such men’s ledger and you have their hie. 

Worldly success, measured by the accumulation o mone , 
is no doubt a very dazzling thing ; and all men are nJ ^ ura f 
more or less the admirers of worldly success, mt io e 
men of persevering, sharp, dexterous, and unscrupuo 
habits, ever on the watch to push opportunities, may an 
“ get on ” in the world, yet it is quite possible that they may 
not possess the slightest elevation of character, nor a F 1 
of real goodness. He who recognizes no hig ier ogu- 
that of the shilling, may become a very rich man, an 
remain all the while an exceedingly poor creature, 
riches are no proof whatever of moral worth; anc 
glitter often serves only to draw attention to t e " or 
ness of their possessor, as the light of the glowworm uv 

the grub. , • 

The manner in which many allow themselves to c 
ficed to their love of wealth reminds one of the cupi y 
the monkey — that caricature of our species. In Algiers, 
Kabyle peasant attaches a gourd, well fixed, to a tiee, a 
places within it some rice. The gourd has an 
merely sufficient to admit the monkey’s paw. The crea ‘^ 
comes to the tree by night, inserts his paw, and grasps * 
booty. He tries to draw it back, but it is clenched, an 
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has not the wisdom to unclench it. So there he stands till 
morning, when he is caught, looking as foolish as may be, 
though with the prize in his grasp. The moral of this little 
story is capable of a very extensive application in life. 

The power of money is on the whole over-estimated. 
The greatest things which have been done for the world 
have not been accomplished by rich men, nor by subscrip- 
tion lists, but by men generally of small pecuniary means. 
Christianity was propagated over half the world by men of 
the poorest class ; and the greatest thinkers, discoverers, 
inventors, and artists, have been men of moderate wealth, 
many of them little raised above the condition of manual 
labourers in point of worldly circumstances. And it will 
always be so. Riches are oftener an impediment than a 
stimulus to action ; and in many cases they are quite as 
much a misfortune as a blessing. The youth who inherits 
wealth is apt to have life made too easy for him, and he soon 
grows sated with it, because he has nothing left to desire. 
Having no special object to struggle for, he finds time hang 
heavy on his hands; he remains morally and spiritually 
asleep ; and his position in society is often no higher than 
that of a polypus over which the tide floats. 

“ His only labour is to kill the time, 

And labour dire it is, and weary woe.” 

Yet the rich man, inspired by a right spirit, will spurn 
idleness as unmanly ; and if he bethink himself of the re- 
sponsibilities which attach to the possession of wealth and 
property he will feel even a higher call to work than men 
of humbler lot. This, however, must be admitted to be by 
no means the practice of life. The golden mean of Agur’s 
perfect prayer is, perhaps, the best lot of all, did we but 
know it : “ Give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me with 
food convenient for me.” The late Joseph Brotherton, M .P., 
left a fine motto to be recorded upon his monument in 
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the Peel Park at Manchester, — the declaration in his case 
being strictly true: “My richness consisted not in the 
greatness of my possessions, but in the smallness of my 
wants.” He rose from the humblest station, that of a factory 
boy, to an eminent position of usefulness, by the simple 
exercise of homely honesty, industry, punctuality, and self- 
denial. Down to the close of his life, when not attending 
Parliament, he did duty as minister in a small chapel in 
Manchester to which he was attached ; and in all things e 
made it appear, to those who knew him in private life, that 
the glory he sought was not “ to be seen of men,” or to excite 
their praise, but to earn the consciousness of discharging the 
every-day duties of life, down to the smallest and humblest 
of them, in an honest, upright, truthful, and loving spirit. 

“Respectability,” in its best sense, is good. I he re- 
spectable man is one worthy of regard, literally wort turn 
ing to look at. But the respectability that consis 1 
merely keeping up appearances is not worth looking a i 
any sense. Far better and more respectable is the go 
poor man than the bad rich one better the hum e si 
man than the agreeable well-appointed rogue who 'eep. ■ 
gig. A well balanced and well-stored mind, a lie u 
useful purpose, whatever the position occupied in it ma) \ 
is of far greater importance than average worldly reli- 
ability. The highest object of life we take to be, to form a 
manly character, and to work out the best de\e °P m 
possible, of body and spirit — of mind, conscience, can, 
soul. This is the end : all else ought to be regarded 
the means. Accordingly, that is not the most suc.ces.i u 
in which a man gets the most pleasure, the most mone>, ^ ^ 
most power or place, honour or fame ; but that in " 1( ' 
man gets the most manhood, and performs the g rea ' 
amount of useful work and of human duty. Money is P° v ' 
after its sort, it is true ; but intelligence, public 
moral virtue, are powers too, and far nobler ones. 
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others plead for pensions,” wrote Lord Collingwood to a 
friend ; “ I can be rich without money, by endeavouring to 
be superior to everything poor. I would have my services 
to my country unstained by any interested motive ; and old 
Scott * and I can go on in our cabbage-garden without much 
greater expense than formerly.” On another occasion he 
said, “I have motives for my conduct which I would not 
give in exchange for a hundred pensions.” 

The making of a fortune may no doubt enable some 
people to “ enter society,” as it is called ; but to be es- 
teemed there, they must possess qualities of mind, manners, 
or heart, else they are merely rich people, nothing more. 
There are men “in society” now, as rich as Croesus, who 
have no consideration extended towards them, and elicit no 
respect. For why ? They are but as money-bags : their 
only power is in their till. The men of mark in society — 
the guides and rulers of opinion — the really successful and 
useful men — are not necessarily rich men ; but men of 
sterling character, of disciplined experience, and of moral 
excellence. Even the poor man, like Thomas Wright, though 
he possess but little of this world’s goods, may, in the enjoy- 
ment of a cultivated nature, of opportunities used and not 
abused, of a life spent to the best of his means and ability, 
look down, without the slightest feeling of envy, upon the 
person of mere worldly success, the man of money-bags and 
acres. 

His old gardener. Collingwood’ s favourite amusement was gar- 
dening. Shortly after the battle of Trafalgar a brother admiral called 
upon him, and, after searching for his lordship all over the garden, he 
at last discovered him, with old Scott, in the bottom of a deep trench 
which they were busily employed in digging. 
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•* Even- person his two educations, one which he receives from others, anu on , 
important, which he gives to himself."— Gibbon. 

“Is there one whom difficulties dishearten— who ftih^Wo/in Hunter. 

little. Is there one who •will conquer ? That kind of man nc e 

«• The wise and active conquer difficulties, 

Bv daring to attempt them : sloth lol '> 

Shiver and shrink at sight of toil and ganger, 

And make the impossibility they fear. —Rowe. 

H E best part of every man’s education, said 
Sir Walter Scott, “is that which he gives to 
himself.” The late Sir Benjamin Brodie de- 
lighted to remember this saying, an e 
to congratulate himself on the fact t iat pro- 
fessionally he was self-taught. But this is ne< :essan y 
case- with all men who have acquired distinction m ’ 
science, or art. The education received at sc oo or 
is but a beginning, and is valuable mainly inasmuc 
trains the mind and habituates it to continuous appu 
and study. That which is put into us by others is a . 
far less ours than that which w r e acquire by our own t j o ^ 
and persevering effort. Knowledge conquered ) ^ 

becomes a possession — a property entirely our ow n. 
greater vividness and permanency of impression is se j 
and facts thus acquired become registered in the mm 
a way that mere imparted information can never e e 
This kind of self-culture also calls forth power and cu tna 
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strength. The solution of one problem helps the mastery 
of another; and thus knowledge is carried into faculty. Our 
own active effort is the essential thing ; and no facilities, no 
books, no teachers, no amount of lessons learnt by rote will 
enable us to dispense with it. 

The best teachers have been the readiest to recognise the 
importance of self-culture, and of stimulating the student 
to acquire knowledge by the active exercise of his own 
faculties. They have relied more upon training than upon 
telling, and sought to make their pupils themselves active 
parties to the work in which they were engaged ; thus 
making teaching something far higher than the mere passive 
reception of the scraps and details of knowledge. This was 
the spirit in which the great Dr. Arnold worked ; he strove 
to teach his pupils to rely upon themselves, and develop 
their powers by their own active efforts, himself merely 
guiding, directing, stimulating, and encouraging them. “ I 
would far rather,” he said, “ send a boy to Van Diemen’s 
Land, where he must work for his bread, than send- him to 
Oxford to live in luxury, without any desire in his mind to 
avail himself of his advantages.” “ If there be one thing on 
earth,” he observed on another occasion, “which is truly 
admirable, it is to see God’s wisdom blessing an inferiority 
of natural powers, when they have been honestly, truly, and 
zealously cultivated.” Speaking of a pupil of this character, 
he said, “ I would stand to that man hat in hand.” Once 
at Laleham, when teaching a rather dull boy, Arnold spoke 
somewhat sharply to him, on which the pupil looked up in 
his face and said, “Why do you speak angrily, sir? indeed, 
I am doing the best I can.” Years afterwards, Arnold used 
to tell the story to his children, and added, “ I never felt 
so much in my life — that look and that speech I have never 
forgotten.” 

from the numerous instances already cited of men of 
humble station who have risen to distinction in science and 
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literature, it will be obvious that labour is by no means in- 
compatible with the highest intellectual culture. Work in 
moderation is healthy, as well as agreeable to the human 
constitution. Work educates the body, as study educates 
the mind ; and that is the best state of society in which 
there is some work for every man’s leisure, and some leisure 
for every man’s work. Even the leisure classes are m a 
measure compelled to work, sometimes a> a reie 
ennui, but in most cases to gratify an instinct which ) 
cannot resist Some go foxhunting in the English count 
others grouse-shooting on the Scotch lulls, w . lL “ 
wander away every summer to climb mountains m ,, 
land. Hence the boating, running, cnckettmg, an < . 

sports of the public schools, in which our young men at 
same time so healthfully cultivate their strengt o 
and body. It is said that the Duke of Wdlrngton, 
once looking on at the boys engaged 
play-ground at Eton, where he had spent man) o 
younger days, made the remark, "It was there that 

battle of Waterloo was won ! ” t 

Daniel Malthus urged his son when at college 
diligent in the cultivation of knowledge, but he a so J 
him to pursue manly sports as the best means o 
up the full working power of his mind, as we as o - 

the pleasures of intellect. “ Every kind of knowlet g ^ 
he, “ every acquaintance with nature and art, wi 
and strengthen your mind, and I am perfectly pea ^ 
cricket should do the same by your arms and legs ; . . 

to see you excel in exercises of the body, anc ^ 

self that the better half, and much the most agi - ' 
of the pleasures of the mind is best enjoyed w ie ^ ve 
upon one’s legs.” But a still more important use 0 
employment is that referred to by the great divine, ^ 

Taylor. “Avoid idleness,” he says, ‘’and dll U P ^ 

spaces of thy time with severe and useful etnploymea , 
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lust easily creeps in at those emptinesses where the soul is 
unemployed and the body is at ease ; for no easy, healthful, 
idle person was ever chaste if he could be tempted ; but of 
all employments bodily labour is the most useful, and of the 
greatest benefit for driving away the devil.” 

Practical success in life depends more upon physical 
health than is generally imagined. Hodson, of Plodson’s 
Horse, writing home to a friend in England, said, “ I believe, 
if I get on well in India, it will be owing, physically speaking, 
to a sound digestion.” The capacity for continuous working 
in any calling must necessarily depend in a great measure 
upon this ; and hence the necessity for attending to health, 
even as a means of intellectual labour. It is perhaps to the 
neglect of physical exercise that we find amongst students 
so frequent a tendency towards discontent, unhappiness, 
inaction, and reverie, — displaying itself in contempt for real 
life and disgust at the beaten tracks of men, — a tendency 
which in England has been called Byronism, and in Ger- 
many Wertherism. Dr. Channing noted the same growth 
in America, which led him to make the remark, that “ too 
many of our young men grow up in a school of despair.” 
The only remedy for this green-sickness in youth is physical 
exercise — action, work, and bodily occupation. 

The use of early labour in self-imposed mechanical em- 
ployments may be illustrated by the boyhood of Sir Isaac 
Newton. Though a comparatively dull scholar, he was very 
assiduous in the use of his saw, hammer, and hatchet — 
“knocking and hammering in his lodging room” — making 
models of windmills, carriages, and machines of all sorts; 
and as he grew older, he took delight in making little tables 
and cupboards for his friends. Smeaton, Watt, and Stephen- 
son, were equally handy with tools when mere boys; and 
but for such kind of self-culture in their youth, it is doubtful 
whether they would have accomplished so much in their 
manhood. Such was also the early training of the great 
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inventors and mechanics described in the proceeding pages, 
whose contrivance and intelligence were practically trained 
by the constant use of their hands in early life. Even 
where men belonging to the manual labour class have risen 
above it, and become more purely intellectual labourers, 
they have found the advantages of their early training in 
their later pursuits. Elihu Burritt says he found hard labour 
necessary to enable him to study with effect; and more 'ban 
once he gave up school-teaching and study, and, taking to 
his leather-apron again, went back to his blacksmith s forge 
and anvil for his health of body and mind s sake. 

The training of young men in the use of tools would, at 
the same time that it educated them in “common things, 
teach them the use of their hands and arms, familiarize them 
with healthy work, exercise their faculties upon things tan- 
gible and actual, give them some practical acquaintance 
with mechanics, impart to them the ability of being useful, 
and implant in them the habit of persevering physical effort. 
This is an advantage which the working classes, strictly so 
called, certainly possess over the leisure classes, that they 
are in early life under the necessity of applying themselves 
laboriously to some mechanical pursuit or other, thu 
acquiring manual dexterity and the use of their physic..^ 
powers. The chief disadvantage attached to the calling oi 
the laborious classes is, not that they are employe 11 >c 
physical work, but that they are too exclusively so ei.i 
ployed, often "to the neglect of their moral and intellect— 
faculties. While the youths of the leisure classes, haul's 
been taught to associate labour with senility, have shunne- 
it, and been allowed to grow up practically ignorant, t e 
poorer classes, confining themselves within the drew o 
their laborious callings, have been allowed to grow up m 
a large proportion of cases absolutely illiterate. It scen ‘ 5 
possible, however, to avoid both these evils by combinm 0 
physical training or physical work with intellectual culture , 
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and there are various signs abroad which seem to mark the 
gradual adoption of this healthier system of education. 

The success of even professional men depends in no slight 
degree on their physical health ; and a public writer has 
gone so far as to say that “ the greatness of our great men is 
quite as much a bodily affair as a mental one.” * A healthy 
breathing apparatus is as indispensable to the successful 
lawyer or politician as a well-cultured intellect The 
thorough aeration of the blood by free exposure to a large 
breathing surface in the lungs, is necessary to maintain that 
full vital power on which the vigorous working of the brain 
in so large a measure depends. The lawyer has to climb 
the heights of his profession through close and heated courts, 
and the political leader has to bear the fatigue and excite- 
ment of long and anxious debates in a crowded House. 
Hence the lawyer in full practice and the parliamentary 
leader in full work are called upon to display powers of 
physical endurance and activity even more extraordinary 
than those of the intellect, — such powers as have been ex- 
hibited in so remarkable a degree by brougham, Lyndhurst, 
and Campbell ; by Peel, Graham, and Palmerston — all full- 
chested men. 

Though Sir Walter Scott, when at Edinburgh College, 
went by the name of “The Greek Blockhead,” he was, not- 
withstanding his lameness, a remarkably healthy youth : he 
could spear a salmon with the best fisher on the Tweed, and 
ride a wild horse with any hunter in Yarrow. \Yhen devoting 
himself in after life to literary pursuits, Sir Walter never lost 
his taste for field sports ; but while writing ‘ Waverley ’ in the 
morning, he would in the afternoon course hares. Professor 
^ ilson was a very athlete, as great at throwing the hammer 
as in his flights of eloquence and poetry ; and Burns, when a 
youth, was remarkable chiefly for his leaping, putting, and 
wrestling. Some of our greatest divines were distinguished 
* Article in the ‘Times.’ 
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in their youth for their physical energies. Isaac Barrow, 
when at the Charterhouse School, was notorious for his 
pugilistic encounters, in which he got many a bloody nose ; 
Andrew Fuller, when working as a farmer’s lad at Soham, 
was chiefly famous for his skill in boxing; and Adam Clarke, 
when a boy, was only remarkable for the strength displayed 
by him in “ rolling large stones about,”— the secret, possibly, 
of some of the power which he subsequently displayed in 

rolling forth large thoughts in his manhood. 

While it is necessary, then, in the first place to secure this 
solid foundation of physical health, it must also be observed 
that the cultivation of the habit of mental application is 
quite indispensable for the education of the student, nc 
maxim that “ Labour conquers all things ” holds especia > 
true in the case of the conquest of knowledge, The rcaa 
into learning is alike free to all who will give tie a.o 
and the study requisite to gather it ; nor are there any 
difficulties so great that the student of resolute purpose m. ) 
not surmount and overcome them, it was one 0 
characteristic expressions of Chatterton, that Go « s 
his creatures into the world with arms long enou c i 1° * . 
anything if they chose to be at the trouble. In study, as i 
business, energy is the great thing. There must s 
“fervet opus”: we must not only strike the iron ' 1 
is hot, but strike it till it is made hot It is astonishing ^ 
much may be accomplished in self-culture by the ene ? 
and the persevering, who are careful to avail them ■- 
opportunities, and use up the fragments of spaie ume 
the idle permit to run to waste. Thus Perguson ^ 
astronomy from the heavens, while wrapt in a sheep s ’’ 
the highland hills. Thus Stone learnt mathematics 're- 
working as a journeyman gardener ; thus Drew stuil ^ a ^ 
highest philosophy in the intervals of cobbling shoe;, 
thus Miller taught himself geology while working a» 1 
labourer in a quarry. 
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Sir Joshua Reynolds, as we have already observed, was 
so earnest a believer in the force of industry that he held 
that all men might achieve excellence if they would but 
exercise the power of assiduous and patient working. He 
held that drudgery lay on the road to genius, and that there 
was no limit to the proficiency of an artist except the limit 
of his own painstaking. He would not believe in what is 
called inspiration, but only in study and labour. “ Excel- 
lence,” he said, “ is never granted to man but as the reward 
of labour.” “ If you have great talents, industry will 
improve them ; if you have but moderate abilities, industry 
will supply their deficiency. Nothing is denied to well- 
directed labour ; nothing is to be obtained without it ” Sir 
Fowell Buxton was an equal believer in the power of 
study ; and he entertained the modest idea that he could do 
as well as other men if he devoted to the pursuit double 
the time and labour that they did. He placed his great 
confidence in ordinary means and extraordinary applica- 
tion. 

“I have known several men in my life,” says Dr. Ross, 
“ who may be recognized in days to come as men of genius, 
and they were all plodders, hard-working, intent men. 
Genius is known by its works ; genius without works is a 
blind faith, a dumb oracle. But meritorious works are the 
result of time and labour, and cannot be accomplished by 

intention or by a wish Every great work is the result 

of vast preparatory training. Facility comes by labour. 
Nothing seems easy, not even walking, that was not difficult 
at first. The orator whose eye flashes instantaneous fire, 
and whose lips pour out a flood of noble thoughts, startling 
by their unexpectedness, and elevating by their wisdom and 
truth, has learned his secret by patient repetition, and after 
many bitter disappointments.” * 

* ‘ Self-Development: an Address tc Students,’ by George Ross, M.D., 
pp. 1-20, reprinted from the ‘ Medical Circular.’ This address, to which 
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3 22 Thoroughness and accuracy. C hap, xi. 

Thoroughness and accuracy are two principal points to be 
aimed at in study. Francis Homer, in layrng down rate 
for the cultivation of his mind, placed «rcat str..s 5 up 
the habit of continuous application to one snbjcct for the 
sake of mastering it thoroughly ; he confin ted 
this object, to only a few books, and rm* j 
greatest firmness “ every approach to a habit of . 

purposes than any extent of superficial does 

One of Ignatius Loyola s maxims w , d , 

well one work at a time, does more than a > 

ing our efforts over too large a surface we me f fi f u p 

« f-e, hinder our process, an^acqnue £% ‘ nce 
ness and ineffective workm 3 . < j n w hich 

communicated to Sir Fowell Buxton the mode ^ ^ 
he had conducted his studies, and thus X P . • „ t0 

of his success. “I resolved,” sa.d he, 
read law, to make everything I acc l" ,re< p . L ,' c coi»- 
and never to go to a second thing till I ha in 

plished the first. Many of my competttors r^d 

a day as I read in a week ; but, at the en • e( j w hile 

my knowledge was as fresh as the day 1 was 
theirs had glided away from recollection. 

I. is not the quantity of study that one getsdr^^ 
the amount of reading, that makes a wise ^ d j s 

appositeness of the study to the purpose o ^ung 

pursued ; the concentration of the mind for habiu;a i 

on the subject under consideration, ant ij ca . 

discipline by which the whole system of menu 

we acknowledge our obligations, contains many admirable re publi- 
self-culture, is thoroughly healthy in its tone, and "c 1 e 
cation in an enlarged form. 
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.trelsT'S; „f b T eth 7 « 

^ 1. Zi Z t sonT ‘°" in his om mbd ’ “ d «« 
onlyhadLeffJofZv"® ™V *“ il cot " d lro,d . it 

or .i.e ,4 e :r::ztz f e ° ut „ s ^* 

in g the proper « » -~ 

»i* a%xt pr r “ e d r «; hich a 

any given branch nf b , , ' thoroughly mastering 

for o P se a. “rlLnT „ ge TO .”? d,r “ "« avaikblf 

to have books, or to know wh“e ‘to ^ mere ' y 

as we want it Prart.Voi • , t0 read for information 

— * ca4d z; l',h sd „r;„d r b the pu r es ° r * 

call. It is not sufficient ^ be rCady for use at 

home, but a faIthi D “ *£ » fund kid up at 

about with US a stnr* 3 J pocket : we must cany 
ready for exchange on all C ° in of know ledgI 

paratively helpless when th ° CCasions ’ eIse we are com- 
Decision and prompti d ° PP01tUnity for ’ “*« it occurs, 
as in business. The ilrowffi^nf^ 6 ^ 18 ^ •“ se]f ~ culture 
encouraged bv nr™ * ^ h of tbese Qualities may be 

aei,o^L^ m „r,h y T g PeOP,e t0 "PO" 

Of action in early life as is nr n enj ° y 3S much freedom 
and restraint hinder the f ®* To ° much guidance 

They are like bladder r I ° f habits of self-help, 
not taught himself to < jf “"w the arms ° f one who has 
haps a greater obstacle to”! ^ ° f confidc ; nce is per- 
imagined.. It has been -a P ™ vement than is generally 

ar * se from puUinu i„ iiT'u ^ » 

Johnson was ar I t ? horse while he is leaping. Dr. 

hdence in his own nvT t0 attnbute his success to con- 

patible with a due ext'^T J™ 6 modest y is Quite corn- 

lot demand the abne^t ° f ° ne ’ S 0wn merits > and d oes 

those who de Jve fh 10n , Thou S h are 

deceive themselves by putting a false figure 
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before their ciphers, the want of confidence, the want of 
faith in one's self, and consequently the want ofpromphMe 
in action, is a defect of character which is found to -land 
very much in the way of indmdua progress, a " 
reason why so little is done, is generally because so hue 

Themis usually no want of desire on the part of most 

persons to arrive at the results of ^ Word Xd 
a great aversion to pay the inert table price for to I 
work. Dr. Johnson held that “impatience of « 
the mental disease of the present 8“ e ™ “ ’ h hcK 
remark is still applicable. We may not bebsre|“ e 

is a royal road to learning, but < ” e I ” tio n, we invent 

firmly in a “ popular one. science, leam 

labour-saving processes, seek sior cu s „ without a 

French and Latin “in twelve lessoi n * ° " engage d a 

master.” We resemble the lady o as i > , , e i ier 

master to teach her on condition that he 
with verbs and participles. We get out t0 a 
in the same way; we learn chemistry by hs temng 
short course of lectures enlivened by expennie^, ^ ^ 
we have inhaled laughing gas, seen gr ^ < - our 

red, and phosphorus burnt in oxygen, " ^ ^ 

smattering, of which the most t lat can tor 

thbugb it may be better than nothing, it i Y & ^ 

nothing. Thus we often imagine we are b-rog 

while we are only being amused. > induced 

The facility with which young people ar ^ not 

to acquire knowledge, without study an Ij. ft 

education. It occupies but does not ennc sort 0 f 

imparts a stimulus for the time, anc pro u an j m . 
intellectual keenness and cleverness , ut, wi i easu re, 
planted purpose and a higher object than “ ier caseS 
it will bring with it no solid advantage. n nsat ion, 

knowledge produces but a passing impression ; a s 
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but no more; it is, in fact, the merest epicurism of intelli- 
gence — sensuous, but certainly not intellectual. Thus the 
best qualities of many minds, those which are evoked by 
vigorous effort and independent action, sleep a deep sleep, 
and are often never called to life, except by the rough 
awakening of sudden calamity or suffering, which, in such 
cases, conies as a blessing, if it serves to rouse up a 
courageous spirit that, but for it, would have slept on. 

Accustomed to acquire information under the guise of 
amusement, young people will soon reject that which is 
presented to them under the aspect of study and labour. 
Learning their knowledge and science in sport, they will 
be too apt to make sport of both ; while the habit of intel- 
lectual dissipation, thus engendered, cannot fail, in course of 
time, to produce a thoroughly emasculating effect both upon 
their mind and character. “Multifarious reading,” said 
Robertson of Brighton, “weakens the mind like smoking, 
and is an excuse for its lying dormant. It is the idlest 
of all idlenesses, and leaves more of impotency than any 
other.” 

The evil is a growing one, and operates in various ways. 
Its least mischief is shallowness ; its greatest, the aversion 
to steady labour which it induces, and the low and feeble 
tone of mind which it encourages. If we would be really 
wise, we must diligently apply ourselves, and confront the 
same continuous application which our forefathers did ; for 
labour is still, and ever will be, the inevitable price set upon 
everything which is valuable. We must be satisfied to work 
with a purpose, and wait the results with patience. All 
progress, of the best kind, is slow ; but to him who works 
faithfully and zealously the reward will, doubtless, be vouch- 
safed in good time. The spirit of industry, embodied in 
a men’s daily life, will gradually lead him to exercise his 
powers on objects outside himself, of greater dignity and 
more extended usefulness. And still we must labour on ; 
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for the work of self-culture is never finished. _ To be 
employed,” said the poet Gray, “is to be happy. « » 
better to wear out than rust out,” said Bishop Cumberland. 

“ Have we not all eternity to rest in?” exclaimed Amauk. 

“ Repos ailleurs” was the motto of Mamix de St. Aldegonde, 
the energetic and ever-working fnend of William the Silen . 

It is the use we make of the powers entrusted to us, which 
constitutes our only just claim to respect He who emplo) 
his one talent aright is as much to be honoured he 
to whom ten talents have been given. There is ^ 
more personal merit attaching to the possession of sap 
intellectual powers than there is in 
large estate. How are those powers used of 

employed? The mind may accumulate lajge 1 
knowledge without any useful purpose; but the know^lg 
mus, be allied ,o goodness and 

upright character, else it is naugh . insisting that 

intellectual training by itself to be permciou 1 , 
the roots of all knowledge must strike and . fc* “ ^ 
soil of the rightly-governed wall. The acquisi 
ledge may, it is true, protect a man again ^ 

felonies of life; but not in any degree again 
vices, unless fortified by sound principle 1 and h^ 
Hence do we find in daily life so many in d in 

who are well-informed in intellect, but utter y 
character; filled with the learning 01 the sc 00 > ^ ^ 

sessing little practical wisdom, and offering ex . n 

warning rather than imitation. An often quo ® ^ ^ are 
at this day is that “ Knowledge is power ; b 
fanaticism, despotism, and ambition. Know f / mP11 more 
unless wisely directed, might merely make a the 

dangerous, and the society in which it was regaruu 
highest good, little better than a pandemonium. {e 

It is possible that at this day we may even exa =~ • £ 
the importance of literary culture. We are apt to ^ - 
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that because we possess many libraries, institutes, and 
museums we are making great progress. But such facilities 
may as often be a hindrance as a help to individual self- 
culture of the highest kind. The possession of a library 
or the free use of it, no more constitutes learning, than the 
possession of wealth constitutes generosity. Though we 
undoubtedly possess great facilities it is nevertheless true 
as of old, that wisdom and understanding can only become 
the possession of individual men by travelling the old road 
of observation, attention, perseverance, and industry The 

“ °?f 1C mCre materials of knowledge is something 
^ery different from wisdom and understanding, which are 

readme - Tf * ^ kind of disci Phne than that of 
.. 8 ’ whl ^ h 1S often hut a mere passive reception of 

0 her mens thoughts; there being little or no active effort 
of mind in the transaction. Then how much of our read- 

difnkin bUt the mdulgenCe 0f a sort of intellectual dram- 

without g flI mP rT S a grateful ex citement for the moment, 

mind or h ?!? htest effect 111 lm P rovin g and enriching the 
mind or building up the character. Thus many indulge 

mind T "I thC C ° nCeit that the ? ** cultivating their 
tion of kilf 11 1 ^ 216 ° nIy em P loyed in the humbler occupa- 
S is th 7k ’ u Which Perha P S the best that can be 

r. • . eeps them from doing worse things. 

f 'w tC !, be b ° rne in mind that the experience gathered 

W t 8 h u* n Va ' Uable ' is bM -ture of 

is of the : erea y he “perienee Sained from actual life 
is worth T ° l W '“ lC "' ; and a sraal1 s ‘ ore of the latter 
Iioliue h , y , n, ° r<! than an r stock of ‘he former. Lord 
Sa , id that “Whatever study tends neither 

is at be« I , y t0 male * h«tet men and citizens, 

the 1 ,-nn 1 3 ' specious and ingenious sort of idleness, and 

InT ge J e acquire hy only a ««Utable kind of 
ignorance-nothing more.” 

elul and instructive though good reading may be, it is 
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yet only one mode of cultivating the mind ; and is much 
less influential than practical experience and good example 
in the formation of character. There were wise, valiant, 
and true-hearted men bred in England, long before t e 
existence of a reading public. Magna Charta was securf 
by men who signed the deed with their marks. g 
altogether unskilled in the art of deciphenng the literary 
sirms bv which principles were denominated upon paper 
they yet understood and appreciated, and boldly contended 
for ' the things themselves. Thus the foundations of Engtoh 
liberty were laid by men, who, though illiterate, were neve 
theless of the very highest stamp of character. An 1 
be admited that the chief object of culture is, not merely 
to fill the mind with other men’s thoughts, and to be w 
passive recipient of their impressions of t mgs, u 
enlarge our individual intelligence, and render u mpre 
useful and efficient workers in the sphere of life to whic 
we may be called. Many of our most energetic an - 
workers have been but sparing readers. Bnnd [ , 
Stephenson did not learn to read and write un 
reached manhood, and yet they did great works and h 
manly lives; John Hunter could barely read or write 
he was twenty years old, though he could make ta ^ 
chairs with any carpenter in the trade. I never re > 
the great physiologist when lecturing before his c ass 
— pointing to some part of the subject before him— 
the work that you must study if you wish to become em 
in your profession.” When told that one of his con e 
raries had charged him with being ignorant 0 t ne 
languages, he said, “ I would undertake to teat 1 im 
on the dead body which he never knew in any aT1 o u 0 
dead or living.” . -f 

It is not then how much a man may know, ' o , vs 
importance, but the end and purpose for which he ’ n0 
it. The object of knowledge should be to mature wise 
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anil improve character, to render us better, happier, and 
more useful; more benevolent, more energetic, and more 
efficient in the pursuit of every high purpose in life. “ When 
people once fall into the habit of admiring and encouraging 
ability as such, without reference to moral character — and 
religious and political opinions are the concrete form of 
moral character — they are on the highway to all sorts of 
degradation.”* We must ourselves be and do, and not rest 
satisfied merely with reading and meditating over what 
other men have been and done. Our best light must be 
made life, and our best thought action. At least we ought 
to be able to say, as Richter did, “ I have made as much 
out of myself as could be made of the stuff, and no man 
should require more;” for it is every man’s duty to discipline 
and guide himself, with God’s help, according to his respon- 
sibilties and the faculties with which he has been endowed. 

Self-discipline and self-control are the beginnings of 
practical wisdom ; and these must have their root in self- 
respect. Hope springs from it — hope, which is the com- 
panion of power, and the mother of success ; for whoso 
hopes strongly has within him the gift of miracles. The 
humblest may say, “To respect myself, to develop my- 
self — this is my true duty in life. An integral and respon- 
sible part of the great system of society, I owe it to society 
and to its Author not to degrade or destroy either my body, 
mind, or instincts. On the contrary, I am bound to the 
best of my power to give to those parts of my constitution 
the highest degree of perfection possible. I am not only to 
suppress the evil, but to evoke the good elements in my 
nature. And as I respect myself, so am I equally bound 
to respect others, as they on their part are bound to respect 
me.” Hence mutual respect, justice, and order, of which 
law becomes the written record and guarantee. 

Self-respect is the noblest garment with which a man 
* ‘ Saturday Review. ’ 
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may clothe himself— the most elevating feeling with which 
the mind can be inspired. One of Pythagoras’s wisest 
maxims, in his ‘ Golden Verses,’ is that with which he enjoins 
the pupil to “ reverence himself.” Borne up by this high 
idea, he will not defile his body by sensuality, nor is 
mind by servile thoughts. This sentiment, earned into 
daily life, will be found at the root of all the virtues 
cleanliness, sobriety, chastity, morality, and religion. . 
pious and just honouring of ourselves,” said Milton may 
be thought the radical moisture and fountam-hea # 
whence every laudable and worthy enterpnse issues _orth 
To think meanly of one’s self, is to sink in one 
estimation as well as in the estimation of others. • 
as the thoughts are, so will the acts be. Man cannot aspire 
if he look down j if he will rise, he must look up. ™ 
very humblest may be sustained by the proper indu^ence 
of this feeling. Poverty itself may be lifted and lighted 
up by self-respect; and it is truly a no e sig 
poor man hold himself upright amidst his temptations, 
refuse to demean himself by low actions. 

One way in which self-culture may be ****** 
regarding it too exclusively as a means of g e S 
Viewed in this light, it is unquestionable tha tec ^ 
is one of the best investments of time an < • ■ 

any line of life, intelligence will enable a man ? 
himself more readily to circumstances, sugges' 
methods of working, and render him more a Pn b , 

effective in all respects. He who works wi _ - 

as well as his hands, will come to look at his “ s _ m . 

a clearer eye ; and he will become conscious o m ^ 
power — perhaps the most cheering consciousness t e 
mind can cherish. The power of self-help vi . 

grow ; and in proportion to a man’s self-respect, wi 
armed against the temptation of low indulgences. ^ 
and its action will be regarded with quite a new intere. , 
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sympathies will widen and enlarge, and he will thus be 
attracted to work for others as well as for himself. 

Self-culture may not, however end in eminence, as in the 
numerous instances above cited. The great majority of 
men, in all times, however enlightened, must necessarily 
be engaged in the ordinary avocations of industry ; and 
no degree of culture which can be conferred upon the 
community at large wall ever enable them — even were it 
desirable, which it is not — to get rid of the daily work of 
society, which must be done. But this, we think, may also 
be accomplished. We can elevate the condition of labour 
by allying it to noble thoughts, which confer a grace upon 
the lowliest as well as the highest rank. For no matter how 
poor or humble a man may be, the great thinker of this 
and other days may come in and sit down with him, and 
be his companion for the time, though his dwelling be the 
meanest hut. It is thus that the habit of well-directed 
reading may become a source of the greatest pleasure and 
self-improvement, and exercise a gentle coercion, with the 
most beneficent results, over the whole tenour of a man’s 
character and conduct. And even though self-culture may 
not bring wealth, it will at all events give one the com- 
panionship of elevated thoughts. A nobleman once con- 
temptuously asked of a sage, “ What have you got by all 
your philosophy?” “At least I have got society in myself,” 
was the wise man’s reply. 

But many are apt to feel despondent, and become dis- 
couraged in the work of self-culture, because they do not 
“get on” in the world so fast as they think they de- 
serve to do. Having planted their acorn, they expect to 
see it grow into an oak at once. They have perhaps 
looked upon knowledge in the light of a marketable com- 
modity, and are consequently mortified because it does not 
sell as they expected it would do. Mr. Tremenheere, in 
one of his ‘Education Reports’ (for 1840-1) states that 
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a schoolmaster in Norfork. finding his school rapidly falling 
off, made inquiry into the cause, and ascertained that the 
reason given by the majority of the parents for withdrawing 
their children was, that they had expected “education was 
to make them better off than they were before." but that 
having found it had “ done them no good, they had taken 
their children from school, and would give themselves no 

further trouble about education ! 

The same low idea of self-culture is but too prevalent m 
other classes, and is encouraged by the false views of he 
which are always more or less current in society. But to 
regard self-culture either as a means of getting past others in 
the world, or of intellectual dissipation and amusement, 
rather than as a power to elevate the character and expan 
the spiritual nature, is to place it on a very low level o 
use the words of Bacon, “ Knowledge is not a shop pro ^ 
or sale, but a rich storehouse for the glory of the 
and the relief of man’s estate.” It is doubtless most on our 
able for a man to labour to elevate himself, and to otter 
condition in society, but this is not to be done at tne s. 
fice of himself. To make the mind the mere drudge 
body, is putting it to a very servile use; and to go 3 
whining and bemoaning our pitiful lot because we 
in achieving that success in life which, after al , d je 
rather upon habits of industry and attention to 
details than upon knowledge, is the mark of a sma > 
often of a sour mind. Such a temper cannot -^ te 
reproved than in the words of Robert Southey, " 
wrote to a friend who sought his counsel : “ I wou 
you advice if it could be of use ; but there is no u /> 
those who choose to be diseased. A good man an a ^ 
man may at times be angry with the world, at times ^ lt 
for it; but be sure no man was ever discontents 
world if he did his duty in it. If a man of education, ^ 
has health, eyes, hands, and leisure, wants an objec., ' 
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only because God Almighty has bestowed all those blessings 
upon a man who does not deserve them.” 

Another way in which education may be prostituted is by 
employing it as a mere means of intellectual dissipation and 
amusement. Many are the ministers to this taste in our 
time. There is almost a mania for frivolity and excitement, 
which exhibits itself in many forms in our popular literature. 
To meet the public taste, our books and periodicals must 
now be highly spiced, amusing, and comic, not disdaining 
slang, and illustrative of breaches of all laws, human and 
divine. Douglas Jen-old once observed of this tendency, 

“ I am convinced the world will get tired (at least I hope so) 
of this eternal guffaw about all things. After all, life has 
something serious in it It cannot be all a comic history of 
humanity. Some men, would, I believe, write a Comic 
Sermon on the Mount. Think of a Comic History of Eng- 
land, the drollery of Alfred, the fun of Sir Thomas More, 
the farce of his daughter begging the dead head and clasping 
it in her coffin on her bosom. Surely the world will be sick 
of this blasphemy.” John Sterling, in a like spirit, said: — 
“ Periodicals and novels are to all in this generation, but 
more especially to those whose minds are still unformed and 
in the process of formation, a new and more effectual substi- 
tute for the plagues of Egypt, vermin that corrupt the 
wholesome waters and infest our chambers.” 

As a rest from toil and a relaxation from graver pursuits, 
the perusal of a well-written story, by a writer of genius, is a 
high intellectual pleasure ; and it is a description of literature 
to which all classes of readers, old and young, are attracted 
as by a powerful instinct ; nor would we have any of them 
debarred from its enjoyment in a reasonable degree. But 
to make it the exclusive literary diet, as some do,— to de- 
vour the garbage with which the shelves of circulating 
libraries are filled, — and to occupy the greater portion of 
the leisure hours in studying the preposterous pictures of 
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human life which so many of them present, is worse than 
waste of time : it is positively pernicious. The habitual 
novel-reader indulges in fictitious feelings so much, that 
there is great risk of sound and healthy feeling becoming 
perverted or benumbed. “ I never go to hear a tragedy, 
said a gay man once to the Archbishop of York, ‘‘it wears 
my heart out.” The literary pity evoked by fiction leads to 
no corresponding action ; the susceptibilities which it excites 
involve neither inconvenience nor self-sacrifice ; so that the 
heart that is touched too often by the fiction may at ler.g.h 
become insensible to the reality. The steel is gradually 
rubbed out of the character, and it insensibly loses its utal 
spring. “ Drawing fine pictures of virtue in one s mind, 
said Bishop Butler, “ is so far from necessarily or certainly 
conducive to form a habit of it in him who thus employs 


himself, that it may even harden the mind in a contrary 
course, and render it gradually more insensible. 

Amusement in moderation is wholesome, and to be com 
mended ; but amusement in excess vitiates the whole natuie, 
and is a thing to be carefully guarded against. The maxim 
is often quoted of “ All work and no play makes Jack a o a - 
boy ; ” but all play and no work makes him something great } 
worse. Nothing can be more hurtful to a youth than to 
have his soul sodden with pleasure. The best qualities 01 
his mind are impaired ; common enjoyments become ta. te 
less ; his appetite for the higher kind of pleasures is vitiateu , 
and when he comes to face the work and the duties of * !e > 


the result is usually aversion and disgust. “Past men • f- t( - 
and exhaust the powers of life, and dry up the sources <• 
true happiness. Having forestalled their spring, they can 
produce no healthy growth of either character or intellect. 
A child without simplicity, a maiden without innocence, a 
boy without truthfulness, are not more piteous sights than 
the man who has wasted and thrown away his youth in sc ■ 
indulgence. Mirabeau said of himself, “My early y eArs 
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have already in a great measure disinherited the succeeding 
ones, and dissipated a great part of my vital powers.” As 
the wrong done to another to-day returns upon ourselves to- 
morrow, so the sins of our youth rise up in our age to scourge 
us. When Lord Bacon says that “ strength of nature in 
youth passeth over many excesses which are owing a man 
until he is old,” he exposes a physical as well as a moral 
fact which cannot be too well weighed in the conduct of life. 
“ I assure you, wrote Giusti the Italian to a friend, “ I pay a 
heavy price for existence. It is true that our lives are not 
at our own disposal. Nature pretends to give them gratis 
at the beginning, and then sends in her account.” The 
worst of youthful indiscretions is, not that they destroy health, 
so much as that they sully manhood. The dissipated youth 
becomes a tainted man ; and often he cannot be pure, even 
if he would. If cure there be, it is only to be found in 
inoculating the mind with a fervent spirit of duty, and in 
energetic application to useful work. 

One of the most gifted of Frenchmen, in point of great 
intellectual endowments, was Benjamin Constant ; but, blas'e 
at twenty, his life was only a prolonged wail, instead of a 
harvest of the great deeds which he was capable of accom- 
plishing with ordinary diligence and self-control. He re- 
solved upon doing so many things, which he never did, that 
people came to speak of him as Constant the Inconstant. 
He was a fluent and brilliant writer, and cherished the ambi- 
tion of writing works, “ which the world would not willingly 
let die.” But whilst Constant affected the highest thinking, 
unhappily he practised the lowest living ; nor did the tran- 
scendentalism of his books atone for the meanness of his life. 
He frequented the gaming-tables while engaged in pre- 
paring his work upon religion, and carried on a disreputable 
intrigue while writing his ‘Adolphe.’ With all his powers 
of intellect, he was powerless, because he had no faith in 
virtue. “ Bah ! ” said he, “ what are honour and dignity ? 
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The longer I live, the more clearly I see there is nothing in 
them.” It was the howl of a miserable mar. He described 
himself as but “ashes and dust” “I pass,” said he, “like 
a shadow over the earth, accompanied by miser)' and ennui. 
He wished for Voltaire’s energy, which he would rather 
have possessed than his genius. But he had no strength of 
purpose — nothing but wishes: his life, prematurely exhausted, 
had become but a heap of broken links. He spoke of him- 
self as a person with one foot in the air. He admitted that 
he had no principles, and no moral consistency. Hence, 
with his splendid talents, he contrived to do nothing ; an , 
after living many years miserable, he died worn out an 

wretched. 

The career of Augustin Thierry, the author of the ‘ Histw ry 
of the Norman Conquest,’ affords an admirable contrast to 
that of Constant. His entire life presented a staking ex- 
ample of perseverance, diligence, self-culture, and untiring 
devotion to knowledge. In the pursuit he lost Ins eyes g t, 
lost his health, but never lost his love of truth. _ 
feeble that he was carried from room to room, like a P 
infant, in the arms of a nurse, his brave spirit never _ 
him ; and blind and helpless though he was, he con 
his literary career in the following noble wore s . ’ , 

think, the interest of science is counted m 1 e . e 

great national interests, I have given my country a 
soldier, mutilated on the field of battle, gives her. v> na 
may be the fate of my labours, this example, I ope, ^ 
be lost I would wish it to serve to combat the spe . 
moral weakness which is tJu disease ol our present gene 
to bring back into the straight road of life s ° me 0 . QW 
enervated souls that complain of wanting feu > an 

not what to do, and seek everywhere, without n ini? ^ 
object of worship and admiration. Why say, wt s0 ^ 
bitterness, that in the world, constituted as it is, tun y nQt 
air for all lungs — no employment for all minds. 
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calm and serious study there ? and is not that a refuge, a 
hope, a field within the reach of all of us? With it, evil 
days are passed over without their weight being felt. Every 
one can make his own destiny — every one employ his life 
nobly. This is what I have done, and would do again if I 
had to recommence my career ; I would choose that which 
has brought me where I am. Blind, and suffering without 
hope, and almost without intermission, I may give this 
testimony, which from me will not appear suspicious. There 
is something in the world better than sensual enjoyments, 
better than fortune, better than health itself — it is devotion 
to knowledge.” 

Coleridge, in many respects, resembled Constant. He 
possessed equally brilliant powers, but was similarly infirm 
of purpose. With all his great intellectual gifts, he wanted 
the gift of industry, and was averse to continuous labour. 
He wanted also the sense of independence, and thought it 
no degradation to leave his wife and children to be main- 
tained by the brain-work of the noble Southey, while he 
himself retired to Highgate Grove to discourse transcen- 
dentalism to his disciples, looking down contemptuously 
upon the honest work going forward beneath him amidst the 
din and smoke of London. With remunerative employment 
at his command he stooped to accept the charity of friends ; 
and, notwithstanding his lofty ideas of philosophy, he con- 
descended to humiliations from which many a day-labourer 
would have shrunk. How different in spirit was Southey ! 
labouring not merely at work of his own choice, and at 
taskwork often tedious and distasteful, but also unremittingly 
and with the utmost eagerness seeking and storing knowledge 
purely for the love of it. Every day, every hour had its 
allotted employment : engagements to publishers requiring 
punctual fulfilment ; the current expenses of a large house- 
hold duly to provide for : Southc y had no crop growing 
while his pen was idle. “ My ways,” he used to say, “ are 
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as broad as the king’s high-road, and my means lie in an 
inkstand.” 

Robert Nicoll wrote to a friend, after reading the ‘ Recol- 
lections of Coleridge,’ “ What a mighty intellect was lost in 
that man for want of a little energy — a little determination !” 
Nicoll himself was a true and brave spirit, who died young, 
but not before he had encountered and overcome great 
difficulties in life. At his outset, while carrying on a small 
business as a bookseller, he fountl himself weighed down 
with a debt of only twenty pounds, which he said he felt 
“ weighing like a millstone round his neck,” and that “ if he 
had it paid he never would borrow again from mortal man.’ 
Writing to his mother at the time he said, “ Fear not for me. 
dear mother, for I feel myself daily growing firmer and 
more hopeful in spirit. The more I think and reflect — and 
thinking, not reading, is now my occupation — I feel that, 
whether I be growing richer or not, I am growing a wiser 
man, which is far better. Pain, poverty, and all the other 
wild beasts of life which so affrighten others, I am so bold 
as to think I could look in the face without shrinking, 
without losing respect for myself, faith in man's high desti- 
nies, or trust in God. There is a point which it costs much 
mental toil and struggling to gain, but which, when once 
gained, a man can look down from, as a traveller from a 
lofty mountain, on storms raging below, while he is walking 
in sunshine. That I have yet gained this point in life I will 
not say, but I feel myself daily nearer to it." 

It is not ease, but effort — not facility, but difficulty, that 
makes men. There is, perhaps, no station in life, in which 
difficulties have not to be encountered and overcome betore 
any decided measure of success can be achieved. Those 
difficulties are, however, our best instructors, as our mistakes 
often form our best experience. Charles James box was 
accustomed to say that he hoped more from a man who 
failed, and yet went on in spite of his failure, than from the 
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buoyant career of the successful. “ It is all very well,” said 
he, “ to tell me that a young man has distinguished himself 
by a brilliant first speech. He may go on, or he may be 
satisfied with his first triumph ; but show me a young man 
who has not succeeded at first, and nevertheless has gone 
on, and I will back that young man to do better than most 
of those who have succeeded at the first trial.” 

We learn wisdom from failure much more than from 
success. We often discover what will do, by finding out 
what will not do ; and probably he who never made a mis- 
take never made a discovery. It was the failure in the 
attempt to make a sucking-pump act, when the working 
bucket was more than thirty-three feet above the surface of 
the water to be raised, that led observant men to study the 
law of atmospheric pressure, and opened a new field of 
research to the genius of Galileo, Torrecelli, and Boyle. 
John Hunter used to remark that the art of surgery would 
not advance until professional men had the courage to 
publish their failures as well as their successes. Watt the 
engineer said, of all things most wanted in mechanical engi- 
neering was a history of failures : “ We want,” he said, “ a 
book of blots.” When Sir Humphry Davy was once shown 
a dexterously manipulated experiment, he said— “ I thank 
God I was not made a dexterous manipulator, for the most 
important of my discoveries have been suggested to me by 
failures.” Another distinguished investigator in physical 
science has left it on record that, whenever in the course of 
his researches he encountered an apparently insuperable ob- 
stacle, he generally found himself on the brink of some dis- 
covery. The very greatest things — great thoughts, discove- 
ries, inventions — have usually been nurtured in hardship, 
often pondered over in sorrow, and at length established 
with difficulty. 

Beethoven said of Rossini, that he had in him the stuff 
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to have made a good musician if he had only, when a boy, 
been well flogged ; but that he had been spoilt by the 
facility with which he produced. Men who feel their 
strength within them need not fear to encounter adverse 
opinions ; they have far greater reason to fear undue praise 
and too friendly criticism. When Mendelssohn was about 
to enter the orchestra at Birmingham, on the first perform- 
ance of his * Elijah,’ he said laughingly to one of his friends 
and critics, “ Stick your claws into me ! Don’t tell me what 
you like, but what you don’t like !” 

It has been said, and truly, that it is the defeat that 
tries the general more than the victory. Washington lost 
more battles than he gained ; but he succeeded in the end. 

The Romans, in their most victorious campaigns, almost 
invariably began with defeats. Moreau used to be com- 
pared by his companions to a drum, which nobody hears o! 
except it be beaten. Wellington’s military genius was 
perfected by encounter with difficulties of apparently the 
most overwhelming character, but which only served to 
nerve his resolution, and bring out more prominently his 
great qualities as a man and a general. So the skilful 
mariner obtains his best experience amidst storms and 
tempests, which train him to self-reliance, courage, and the 
highest discipline ; and we probably owe to rough seas and 
wintry nights the best training of our race of British seamen, 

I who are, certainly, not surpassed by any in the world. 

Necessity may be a hard schoolmistress, but she is 
generally found the best. Though the ordeal of adversity 
is one from which we naturally shrink, yet, when it comes, 
we must bravely and manfully encounter it. Burns says 
truly, 

“ Though losses and crosses 
Be lessons right severe. 

There's wit there, you'll get there, 

You’ll find no other where.” 

* 
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“Sweet indeed are the uses of adversity.” They reveal 
to us our powers, and call forth our energies. If there be 
real worth in the character, like sweet herbs, it will give 
forth its finest fragrance when pressed. “ Crosses,” says the 
old proverb, “are the ladders that lead to heaven.” “What 
is even poverty itself,” asks Richter, “that a man should 
murmur under it? It is but as the pain of piercing a 
maiden’s ear, and you hang precious jewels in the wound.” 

In the experience of life it is found that the wholesome 
discipline of adversity in strong natures usually carries 
with it a self-preserving influence. Many are found capable 
of bravely bearing up under privations, and cheerfully en- 
countering obstructions, who are afterwards found unable 
to withstand the more dangerous influences of prosperity. 

It is only a weak man whom the wind deprives of his 
cloak : a man of average strength is more in danger of losing 
it when assailed by the beams of a too genial sun. Thus it 
often needs a higher discipline and a stronger character to 
bear up under good fortune than under adverse. Some 
generous natures kindle and warm with prosperity, but 
there are many on whom wealth has no such influence. 

Base hearts it only hardens, making those who were mean 
and servile, mean and proud. But while prosperity is apt 
to harden the heart to pride, adversity in a man of reso- 
lution will serve to ripen it into fortitude. To use the 
words of Burke, “ Difficulty is a severe instructor, set over 
us by the supreme ordinance of a parental guardian and in- 
structor, who knows us better than we know ourselves, as 
He loves us better too. He that wrestles with us strengthens 
our nerves, and sharpens our skill : our antagonist is thus 
our helper.” Without the necessity of encountering diffi- 
culty, life might be easier, but men would be worth less. 

For trials, wisely improved, train the character, and teach , 

self-help : thus hardship itself may often prove the whole- 
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son^st discipline for us, though we recognise it not. When 
the gallant young Hodson, unjustly removed from his In- 
dian command, felt himself sore pressed down by unmented 
calumny and reproach, he yet preserved the courage to 
say to a friend, “ I strive to look the worst boldly m 
the face, as I would an enemy in the field, and to do my 
appointed work resolutely and to the best of my ability, 
satisfied that there is a reason for all ; and that e\ en lr some 
duties well done bring their own reward, and that, it no , 

still they are duties.” , 

The battle of life is, in most cases, fought up-hill , and 
win it without a struggle were perhaps to wan it wat on 
honour. If there were no difficulties there would be no 
success ; if there were nothing to struggle for, there wou 
be nothing to be achieved. Difficulties may intimidate he 
weak, but they act only as a wholesome stimulus to m 
of resolution and valour. All experience o ie 
serves to prove that the impediments thrown in n 
of human advancement may for the most part c 
come by steady good conduct, honest zeal, activity, p • 
severance, and above all by a determined resolution 
surmount difficulties, and stand up manfully a n ams 

fortune. , , f _„,i 

The school of Difficulty is the best school of 

discipline, for nations as for individuals. 11 ee ’ , 
history of difficulty would be but a history 0 
great and good things that have yet been accomp s 
men. It is hard to say how much northern nu 1011 
to their encounter with a comparatively rude an c ^ 
able climate and an originally sterile soil, whic is 
the necessities of their condition, — involving a per 
struggle with difficulties such as the natives of sunnier c ‘ 
know nothing of. And tlius it may be, that t oug 
finest products are exotic, the skill and industry ' 
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have been necessary to rear them, have issued in the pro- 
duction of a native growth of men not surpassed on the 
globe. 

Wherever there is difficulty, the individual man must 
come out for better for worse. Encounter with it will 
train his strength, and discipline his skill ; heartening him 
for future effort, as the racer, by being trained to run 
against the hill, at length courses with facility. The road 
to success may be steep to climb, and it puts to the proof 
the energies of him who would reach the summit. But 
by experience a man soon learns that obstacles are to be 
overcome by grappling with them, — that the nettle feels as 
soft as silk when it is boldly grasped, — and that the most 
effective help towards realizing the object proposed is the 
moral conviction that we can and will accomplish it. Thus 
difficulties often fall away of themselves before the deter- 
mination to overcome them. 

Much will be done if we do but try. Nobody knows 
what he can do till he has tried; and few try their best 
till they have been forced to do it. “ If I could do such and 
such a thing,” sighs the desponding youth. But nothing 
will be done if he only wishes. The desire must ripen into 
purpose and effort ; and one energetic attempt is worth a 
thousand aspirations. It is these thorny “ ifs ” — the mutter- 
ings of impotence and despair — which so often hedge round 
the field of possibility, and prevent anything being done 
or even attempted. “A difficulty,” said Lord Lyndhurst, 
“ is a thing to be overcome ; ” grapple with it at once ; 
facility will come with practice, and strength and fortitude 
with repeated effort Thus the mind and character inay 
be trained to an almost perfect discipline, and enabled to 
act with a grace, spirit, and liberty, almost incomprehen- 
sible to those who have not passed through a similar ex- 
perience. 

Everything that we learn is the mastery of a difficulty ; 
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and the master)' of one helps to the mastery of others. 
Things which may at first sight appear comparatively 
valueless in education — such as the study of the dead 
languages, and the relations of lines and surfaces which we 
call mathematics— are really of the greatest practical value, 
not so much because of the information which they yield, 
as because of the developement which they compel T ie 
mastery of these studies evokes effort, and cultivates poveiS 
of application, which otherwise might have lam dormant. 
Thus one thing leads to another, and so the work goes on 
through life— encounter with difficulty ending only when 
life and progress ends. But indulging in the feeling o is 
courageraent never helped any one over a difficulty, and 
never will. D'Alembert’s advice to the student who com- 
plained to him about his want of success m mastering ie 
first elements of mathematics was the right one— 0 on > 
sir, and faith and strength will come to you.” 

The danseuse who turns a pirouette, the aoinis y 
plays a sonata, have acquired their dexterity by P a 1 
repetition and after many failures. Carissimi, when pnusea 
for the ease and grace of his melodies, exclaimed, • ■ 

little know with what difficulty this ease has been acquuea 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, when once asked how long 1 ‘ 

taken him to paint a certain picture, replied,. ^ 
Henry Clay, the American orator, when giving - uce 
young men, thus described to them the secret of his su ; 
in the cultivation of his art : “ I owe my success in We, - 
he, “ chiefly to one circumstance — that at the age o " e - 
seven I commenced, and continued for years, die p r0 ’ ~ 
of daily reading and speaking upon the contents ot 
historical or scientific book. These off-hand efiorts ' 
made, sometimes in a corn-field, at others in the hi 
and not unfrequently in some distant bam, with the iois 
and the ox for my auditors. It is to this early pm tice 0 
the art of all arts that I am indebted for the primary am 
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lending impulses that stimulated me onward and have shaped 
and moulded my whole subsequent destiny.” 

Curran, the Irish orator, when a youth, had a strong 
defect in his articulation, and at school he was known as 
“stuttering Jack Curran.” While he was engaged in the 
study of the law, and still struggling to overcome his 
defect, he was stung into eloquence by the sarcasms of 
a member of a debating club, who characterised him as 
“Orator Mum;” for, like Cowper, when he stood up to 
speak on a previous occasion, Curran had not been able 
to utter a word. The taunt stung him and he replied in 
a triumphant speech. This accidental discovery in himself 
of the gift of eloquence encouraged him to proceed in his 
studies with renewed energy. He corrected his enunciation 
by reading aloud, emphatically and distinctly, the best 
passages in literature, for several hours every day, studying 
his features before a mirror, and adopting a method of 
gesticulation suited to his rather awkward and ungraceful 
figure. He also proposed cases to himself, which he argued 
with as much care as if he had been addressing a jury. 
Curran began business with the qualification which Lord 
Eldon stated to be the first requisite for distinction, that 
is, “ to be not worth a shilling.” While working his way 
laboriously at the bar, still oppressed by the diffidence which 
had overcome him in his debating club, he was on one 
occasion provoked by the Judge (Robinson) into making a 
very severe retort In the case under discussion, Curran 
observed “that he had never met the law as laid down by 
his lordship in any book in his library.” “That may be, 
sir,' said the judge, in a contemptuous tone, “ but I suspect 
that your library is very small.” His lordship was noto- 
riously a furious political partisan, the author of several 
anonymous pamphlets characterised by unusual violence 
and dogmatism. Curran, roused by the allusion to his 
straitened circumstances, replied thus : “ It is very true, 
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my lord, that I am poor, and the circumstance has certainly 
curtailed my library ; my books are not numerous, but they 
are select, and I hope they have been perused with proper 
dispositions. I have prepared myself for this high profession 
by the study of a few good works, rather than by the com- 
position of a great many bad ones. I am not ashamed of 
my poverty ; but I should be ashamed of my wealth, could 
I have stooped to acquire it by servility and corruption. If 
rise not to rank, I shall at least be honest ; and should I ever 
cease to be so, many an example shows me that an lll-gamei. 
elevation, by making me the more conspicuous, would on v 
make me the more universally and the more notorious) 


contemptible.” . f 

The extremest poverty has been no obstacle in the wa 
men devoted to the duty of self-culture. Professor • 
ander Murray, the linguist, learnt to write by scnbblmg ha 
letters on an old wool-card with the end of a burnt heath, 
stem. The only book which his father, who was a poor s itp 
herd, possessed, was a penny Shorter Catechism ; but that, 
being thought too valuable for common use, was care 
preserved in a cupboard for the Sunday catechismgs. 
fessor Moor, when a young man, being too poor to pure 
Newton's ‘ Principia,’ borrowed the book, and copie 
whole of it with his own hand. Many poor students , whue 
labouring daily for their living, have only been a e 
snatch an atom of knowledge here and there at mterv - 
birds do their food in winter time when the fields are cm 
with snow. They have struggled on, and faith and 1 
have come to them. A well-known authoi anc p u 
William Chambers, of Edinburgh, speaking before an a»e ^ 
blage of young men in that city, thus briefly esen ^ 
them his humble beginnings, for their encouragemen • 
stand before you,” he said, “ a self-educated man. - 
education was that which is supplied at the hum e P‘ u 
schools of Scotland ; and it was only when I went to t • 
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burgh, a poor boy, that I devoted my evenings, after the 
labours of the day, to the cultivation of that intellect which 
the Almighty has given me. From seven or eight in the 
morning till nine or ten at night was I at my business as a 
bookseller’s apprentice, and it was only during hours after 
these, stolen from sleep, that I could devote myse'f to study. 

I did not read novels : my attention was devoted to physical 
science, and other useful matters. I also taught myself 
French. I look back to those times with great pleasure, 
and am almost sorry I have not to go through the same 
experience again ; for I reaped more pleasure when I had 
not a sixpence in my pocket, studying in a garret in 
Edinburgh, than I now find when sitting amidst all the 
elegancies and comforts of a parlour.” 

William Cobbett’s account of how he learnt English 
Grammar is full of interest and instruction for all students 
labouring under difficulties. “ I learned grammar,” said he, 
“ when I was a private soldier on the pay of sixpence a day. 
The edge of my berth, or that of my guard-bed, was my seat 
to study in ; my knapsack was my book-case ; a bit of board 
lying on my lap was my writing-table ; and the task did not 
demand anything like a year of my life. I had no money 
to purchase candle or oil ; in w r inter time it was rarely that 
I could get any evening light but that of the fire, and only 
my turn even of that And if I, under such circumstances, 
and without parent or friend to advise or encourage me, 
accomplished this undertaking, what excuse can there be for 
any youth, however poor, however pressed with business, 
or however circumstanced as to room or other conveniences? 
To buy a pen or a sheet of paper I was compelled to forego 
some portion of food, though in a state of half-starvation : 
I had no moment of time that I could call my own ; and I 
had to read and to write amidst the talking, laughing, singing, 
whistling, and brawling of at least half a score of the most 
thoughtless of men, and that, too, in the hours of their 
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freedom from all control. Think not lightly of the farthing 
that I had to give, now and then, for ink, pen, or paper- 
That farthing was, alas ! a great sum to me ! I was as tall 
as I am now; I had great health and great exercise. The 
whole of the money, not expended for us at market, was 
two-pence a week for each man. I remember, and well 
may ! that on one occasion I, after all necessary expenses, 
had, on a Friday, made shifts to have a halfpenny m reserve, 
which I had destined for the purchase of a redhernng m <- 
moming ; but, when I pulled off my clothes at night, so 
hungry then as to be hardly able to endure life, found that 
I had lost my halfpenny ! I burred my head under t 
miserable sheet and rug, and cried like a child ! I a 
I say, if, I, under circumstances like these, cou enc <- 
and overcome this task, is there, can t ^ ere C ‘ 
whole world, a youth to find an excuse for tie 

formance?” ... 

We have been informed of an equally striking instance ° 

perseverance and application in learning on t e pa* 
French political exile in London. His original 0 - P 
was that of a stonemason, at which he found e P . 
for some time ; but work becoming slack, e j, e 

and poverty stared him in the face. In is t eac hing 
called upon a fellow exile profitably engage ^ 1 ^ 

French, and consulted him what he ought to 00 
living. ' The answer was, “Become a professor . *V 
fessor?” answered the mason — “ I, who am on y a ^ 
speaking but a patois ! Surely you are jesting ■ j 

contrary, I am quite serious,” said the other, an , ^ 

advise you — become a professor ; place y ourse 1 „ 

and I will undertake to teach you how to teac 
“ No, no !” replied the mason, “ it is impossible ; ‘ 

old to learn; I am too little of a scholar, I ^ ann ^j n 
professor.” He went away, and again he trie to ^ 
employment at his trade. From London he went m 
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provinces, and travelled several hundred miles in vain ; he 
could not find a master. Returning to London, he went 
direct to his former adviser, and said, “ I have tried every- 
where for work, and failed ; I will now try to be a professor ! ” 
He immediately placed himself under instruction ; and being 
a man of close application, of quick apprehension, and 
vigorous intelligence, he speedily mastered the elements of 
grammar, the rules of construction and composition, and 
(what he had still in a great measure to learn) the correct 
pronunciation of classical French. When his friend and 
instructor thought him sufficiently competent to undertake 
the teaching of others, an appointment, advertised as vacant, 
was applied for and obtained ; and behold our artisan at 
length become professor ! It so happened, that the semi- 
nary to which he was appointed was situated in a suburb of 
London where he had formerly worked as a stonemason ; 
and every morning the first thing which met his eyes on look 
ing out of his dressing-room window was a stack of cottage 
chimneys which he had himself built ! He feared for a time 
lest he should be recognised in the village as the quondam 
workman, and thus bring discredit on his seminary, which 
was of high standing. But he need have been under no 
such apprehension ; as he proved a most efficient teacher, 
and his pupils were on more than one occasion publicly 
complimented for their knowledge of French. Meamvhile, 
he secured the respect and friendship of all who knew him 
— fellow-professors as well as pupils ; and when the story of 
his struggles, his difficulties, and his past history, became 
known to them, they admired him more than ever. 

Sir Samuel Romilly was not less indefatigable as a self- 
cultivator. The son of a jeweller, descended from a French 
refugee, he received little education in his early years, but 
overcame all his disadvantages by unwearied application, 
and by efforts constantly directed towards the same end. 
,l 1 determined,” he says, in his autobiography, “ when I was 


Digitized by Google 



350 


John Leyden. 


Chap. XT. 


between fifteen and sixteen years of age, to apply myself 
seriously to learning Latin, of which I, at that time, kne.v 
little more than some of the most familiar rules of grammar. 
In the course of three or four years, (luring which I thus 
applied myself, I had read almost every prose writer of the 
age of pure Latinity, except those who have treated merely 
of technical subjects, such as Varro, Columella, and Celsus. 
I had gone three times through the whole oi Livy, callus , 
and Tacitus. I had studied the most celebrated orations ot 
Cicero, and translated a great deal of Homer. Terence, 
Virgil, Horace, Ovid, and Juvenal, I had read over and 
over again.” He also studied geography, natural history, 
and natural philosophy, and obtained a considerable ac- 
quaintance with general knowledge. At sixteen ie 
articled to a clerk in Chancery; worked hard ; was admitted 
to the bar; and his industry and perseverance ensured succes 
He became Solicitor-General under the Fox admin.snration 
in 1806, and steadily worked his way to the highest celeb 
in his profession. Yet he was always haunted y a pain 
and almost oppressive sense of his own disqualifications, an 
never ceased labouring to remedy them. His auto M °g ra *\ ■ 
is a lesson of instructive facts, worth volumes of sentimen , 


and well deserves a careful perusal. . 

Sir Walter Scott was accustomed to cite the case 
young friend John Leyden as one of the m0S ^. r ^ ma , , 
illustrations of the power of perseverance whic ‘ 
ever known. The son of a shepherd in one of 1 e * 
valleys of Roxburghshire, he was almost entne ) se 
cated. Like many Scotch shepherds’ sons 1 e ^ 
who taught himself to write by copying the 
printed book as he lay watching his flock on the 1 SH 
like Cairns, who from tending sheep on the Lammermo > 
raised himself bv dint of application and industry ^ 
professor’s chair which he now so worthily h° cS 
Murray, Ferguson, and many more, Leyden was ear) 
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spired by a thirst for knowledge. When a poor barefooted 
boy, he walked six or eight miles across the moors daily 
to learn reading at the little village schoolhouse of Kirk- 
ton ; and this was all the education he received ; the rest 
he acquired for himself. He found his way to Edinburgh to 
attend the college there, setting the extremest penury at 
defiance. He was first discovered as the frequenter of a 
small bookseller’s shop kept by Archibald Constable, after- 
wards so well known as a publisher. He would pass hour 
after hour perched on a ladder in mid-air, with some great 
folio in his hand, forgetful of the scanty meal of bread and 
water which awaited him at his miserable lodging. Access 
to books and lectures comprised all within the bounds of his 
wishes. Thus he toiled and battled at the gates of science 
until his unconquerable perseverance carried everything 
before it Before he had attained his nineteenth year he 
had astonished all the professors in Edinburgh by his pro- 
found knowledge of Greek and Latin, and the general mass 
of information he had acquired. Having turned his views to 
India, he sought employment in the civil service, but failed. 
He was however informed that a surgeon’s assistant’s com- 
mission was open to him. But he was no surgeon, and knew 
no more of the profession than a child. He could however 
learn. Then he was told that he must be ready to pass in 
six months ! Nothing daunted, he set to work, to acquire 
in six months what usually required three years. At the 
end of six months he took his degree with honour. Scott 
and a few friends helped to fit him out ; and he sailed for 
India, after publishing his beautiful poem ‘The Scenes of 
Infancy.’ In India he promised to become one of the 
greatest of oriental scholars, but was unhappily cut off by 
fever caught by exposure, and died at an early age. 

1 he life of the late Dr. Lee, Professor of Hebrew at 
Cambridge, furnishes one of the most remarkable instances 
in modern times of the power of patient perseverance and 
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resolute purpose in working out an honourable career in 
literature. He received his education at a charity school at 
Lognor, near Shrewsbury, but so little distinguished himself 
there, that his master pronounced him one of the dullest 
boys that ever passed through his hands. He was put 
apprentice to a carpenter, and worked at that trade until he 
arrived at manhood. To occupy his leisure hours he took 
to reading ; and, some of the books containing Latin quota- 
tions, he became desirous of ascertaining what they meant 
He bought a Latin grammar, and proceeded to leam Latin. 
As Stone, the Duke of Argyle’s gardener, said, long belore, 
“ Does one need to know anything more than the twenty- 
four letters in order to leam everything else that one wishes? 
Lee rose early and sat up late, and he succeeded m mastering 
the Latin before his apprenticeship was out W hilst working 
one day in some place of worship, a copy of a Greek I mo- 
ment fell in his way, and he was immediately filled with the 
desire to leam that language. He accordingly so son 
of his Latin books, and purchased a Greek Grammar a t 
Lexicon. Taking pleasure in learning, he soon mas ere 
the language. Then he sold his Greek books, ant o' 
Hebrew ones, and learnt that language, unassisted by 
instructor, without any hope of fame or reward, 11 
following the bent of his genius. He next P rocee e 
learn the Chaldee, Syriac, and Samaritan dialects. u 
studies began to tell upon his health, and brought on disease 
in his eyes through his long night watchings wit r >■ 
Having laid them aside for a time and reco\ere us i • ’ 

he went on with his daily work. His character as a 
man being excellent, his business improved, and ns m 
enabled him to marry, which he did when twent) ' 
years old. He determined now to devote himse 0 ‘ 
maintenance of his family, and to renounce the uV - 
of literature ; accordingly he sold all his boo s. 
might have continued a working carpenter all his 1 c > 
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not the chest of tools upon which he depended for subsist- 
ence been destroyed by fire, and destitution stared him 
in the face. He was too poor to buy new tools, so he 
bethought him of teaching children their letters, — a pro- 
fession requiring the least possible capital. But though 
he had mastered many languages, he was so defective in the 
common branches of knowledge, that at first he could not 
teach them. Resolute of purpose, however, he assiduously 
set to work, and taught himself arithmetic and writing to 
such a degree as to be able to impart the knowledge of 
these branches to little children. His unaffected, simple, and 
beautiful character gradually attracted friends, and the ac- 
quirements of the “learned carpenter” became bruited abroad. 
Dr. Scott, a neighbouring clergyman, obtained for him the 
appointment of master of a charity school in Shrewsbury', 
and introduced him to a distinguished Oriental scholar. 
These friends supplied him with books, and Lee succes- 
sively mastered Arabic, Persic, and Hindostanee. He con- 
tinued to pursue his studies while on duty as a private in 
the local militia of the county ; gradually acquiring greater 
proficiency in languages. At length his kind patron Dr. 
Scott, enabled Lee to enter Queen’s College, Cambridge; and 
after a course of study, in which he distinguished himself by 
his mathematical acquirements, a vacancy occurring in the 
professorship of Arabic and Hebrew, he was worthily elected 
to fill the honourable office. Besides ably performing his 
duties as a professor, he voluntarily gave much of his time 
to the instruction of missionaries going forth to preach the 
Gospel to eastern tribes in their own tongue. He also made 
translations of the Bible into several Asiatic dialects ; and 
having mastered the New Zealand language, he arranged a 
grammar and vocabulary for two New Zealand chiefs who 
were then in England, which books are now in daily use in 
the New Zealand schools. Such, in brief, is the remark- 
able history of Dr. Samuel Lee ; and it is but the counter- 

2 A 


Digitized by Google 


354 


Late learners. 


Ciup. XI. 


part of numerous similarly instructive examples of the power 
of perseverance in self-culture, as displayed in the lives oi’ 
many of the most distinguished of our literary and scientific 
men.* 

There are many other illustrious names which might be 
cited to prove the truth of the common saying that “ it is 
never too late to learn.” Even at advanced years men can 
do much, if they will determine on making a beginning. 
Sir Henry Spelman did not begin the study of science until 
he was between fifty and sixty years of age. Franklin was 
fifty !>efore he fully entered upon the study of Natural 
Philosophy. Dryden and Scott were not known as authors 
until each was in his fortieth year. Boccaccio was thirty- 
five when he commenced his literary career, and Alfien 
was forty-six when he began the study of Greek. Dr. 
Arnold learnt German at an advanced age, for the purpose 
of reading Niebuhr in the original ; and in like manner 
James Watt, when about forty, while working at his trade of 
an instalment maker in Glasgow, learnt French, German, 
and Italian, to enable himself to peruse the valuable works 
on mechanical philosophy which existed in those languages. 
Thomas Scott was fifty-six before he began to learn Hebrew. 
Robert Hall was once found lying upon the floor, racked by 
pain, learning Italian in his old age, to enable him to judged 
the parallel drawn by Macaulay between Milton and Dante. 
Handel was forty-eight before he published any of his g rc - ;f 
works. Indeed hundreds of instances might be given oi 
men who struck out an entirely new path, and successful!' 
entered on new studies, at a comparatively advanced time t 
life. None but the frivolous or the indolent will say, ‘ 1 
am too old to learn.” 

And here we would repeat what we have said before, that 
it is not men of genius who move the world and take the 

Seethe admirable and well-known book, ‘ The Pursuit of Knc 
ledge under Difficulties.’ 
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lead in it, so much as men of steadfastness, purpose, and 
indefatigable industry. Notwithstanding the many unde- 
niable instances of the precocity of men of genius, it is 
nevertheless true that early cleverness gives no indication of 
the height to which the grown man will reach. Precocity is 
sometimes a sympton of disease rather than of intellectual 
vigour. What becomes of all the “ remarkably clever 
children ? " Where are the duxes and prize boys ? Trace 
them through life, and it will frequently be found that the dull 
boys, who were beaten at school, have shot ahead of them. 
The clever boys are rewarded, but the prizes which they 
gain by their greater quickness and facility do not always 
prove of use to them. What ought rather to be rewarded is 
the endeavour, die struggle, and the obedience ; for it is the 
youth who does his best, though endowed with an inferiority 
of natural powers, that ought above all others to be en- 
couraged. 

An interesting chapter might be ivritten on the subject of 
illustrious dunces — dull boys, but brilliant men. We have 
room, however, for only a few instances. Pietro di Cortona, 
the painter, was thought so stupid that he was nicknamed 
“ Ass’s Head ” when a boy ; and Tomaso Guidi was gene- 
rally known as “ Heavy Tom ” (Massaccio Tomasaccio), 
though by diligence he aftenvards raised himself to the 
highest eminence. Newton, when at school, stood at the 
bottom of the lowest form but one. The boy above 
Newton having kicked him, the dunce showed his pluck by 
challenging him to a fight, and beat him. Then he set to 
w'ork with a will, and determined also to vanquish his an- 
tagonist as a scholar, which he did, rising to the top of his 
class. Many of our greatest divines have been anything but 
precocious. Isaac Barrow, when a boy at the Charterhouse 
School, was notorious chiefly for his strong temper, pugna- 
cious habits, and proverbial idleness as a scholar ; and he 
caused such grief to his parents that his father used to say 
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that, if it pleased God to take from him any of his children, 
he hoped it might be Isaac, the least promising of them all. 
Adam Clarke, when a boy, was proclaimed by his father to 
be “ a grievous dunce though he could roll large stones 
about. Dean Swift was “ plucked ” at Dublin University, 
and only obtained his recommendation to Oxford “ special! 
gratia." The well-known Dr. Chalmers and Dr. Cook were 
boys together at the parish school of St Andrew's ; and they 
were found so stupid and mischievous, that the master, 
irritated beyond measure, dismissed them both as incomgi e 

dunces. , . . , 

The brilliant Sheridan showed so little capacity as a }, 
that he was presented to a tutor by his mother with the 
complimentary accompaniment that he was an incom.Ji- 
dunce Walter Scott was all but a dunce when a boj, 
always much readier for a “ bicker," than apt at his lessons. 
At the Edinburgh University, Professor Dalzell P«>“ ou 
upon him the sentence that “ Dunce he was, and dunce h 
would remain." Chatterton was returned on Ins moth 
hands as “ a fool, of whom nothing could be nude, 
was a dull boy, good only at athletic exercises. Cmkbm 
spoke of himself as a plant that flowered late. Alfien 
college no wiser than he entered it, and did not eg 
studies by which he distinguished nimselt, unti ,e a 
half over Europe. Robert Clive was a dunce, if not a 
probate, when a youth ; but always full of energy, ei 
badness. His family, glad to get rid of him, shipped i 
to Madras ; and he lived to lay the foundations o t e 
power in India. Napoleon and Wellington were ° 
boys, not distinguishing themselves in anyway .it ^ ^ 
Of the former the Duchess d’Abrantes says, “ he hac 0 
health, but was in other respects like other boys.’ 

* Late Professor of Moral Philosophy at St. Andrew s. ^ 

+ A writer in the ‘Edinburgh Review’ (July, 1^59) ° ,eru ^ 
“ the Duke’s talents seem never to have developed theinse u - 
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Ulysses Grant, the Commander-in-Chief of the United 
States, was called “ Useless Grant” by his mother — he was 
so dull and unhandy when a boy ; and Stonewall Jackson, 
Lee’s greatest lieutenant, was, in his youth, chiefly noted for 
his slowness. While a pupil at West Point Military Academy 
he was, however, equally remarkable for his indefatigable ap- 
plication and perseverance. When a task was set him, he 
never left it until he had mastered it ; nor did he ever feign 
to possess knowledge which he had not entirely acquired. 
“ Again and again,” wrote one who knew him, “ when called 
upon to answer questions in the recitation of the day, he 
would reply, ‘ I have not yet looked at it ; I have been 
engaged in mastering the recitation of yesterday or the day 
before.’ The result was that he graduated seventeenth in 
a class of seventy. There was probably in the whole class 
not a boy to whom Jackson at the outset was not inferior 
in knowledge and attainments ; but at the end of the race 
he had only sixteen before him, and had outstripped no fewer 
than fifty-three. It used to be said of him by his contem- 
poraries, that if the course had been for ten years instead of 
four, Jackson would have graduated at the head of his 
class.” * 

John Howard, the philanthropist, was another illustrious 
dunce, learning next to nothing during the seven years that 
he was at school. Stephenson, as a youth, was distinguished 
chiefly for his skill at putting and wrestling, and attention to 
his work. The brilliant Sir Humphry Davy was no cleverer 
than other boys : his teacher, Dr. Cardew, once said of him, 
“ While he was with me I could not discern the faculties by 

some active and practical field for their display was placed immediately 
before him. He was long described by his Spartan mother, who thought 
him a dunce, as only ‘ food for powder.’ He gained no sort of distinction, 
either at Eton or at the French Military College of Angers.” It is not 
improbable that a competitive examination, at this day, might have 
excluded him from the army. 

* Correspondent of ‘The Times,’ nth June, 1863. 
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which he was so much distinguished.” Indeed, Davy himself 
in after life considered it fortunate that he had been left to 
“ enjoy so much idleness” at school. Watt was a dull 
scholar, notwithstanding the stories told about his precon'i ; 
but he was, what was better, patient and perseverant, and 
was by such qualities, and by his carefully cultivated inven- 
tiveness, that he was enabled to perfect his steam^ngine 
What Dr. Arnold said of boys is equally true of men 
that the difference between one boy and another con-- 
not so much in talent as in energy. Given persever 
and energy soon becomes habitual. Provided the dunce 
has persistency and application he will 
cleverer fellow without those qualities. S - , 

:-„s the race. It is perseverance that 
position of boys at school is so often reversed m real lif^, 
and it is curious to note how some w 0 '' QtherS) 
clever have since become so commonplace , ^ 

dull boys, of whom nothing was expectec , s ^ 

faculties but sure in their pace, have ; assumed th P 
of leaders of men. The author of this book, hen a bp 
stood in the same class with one of the greater ^ 

One teacher after another had tried his s i U P an( j 

failed. Corporal punishment, the fool s cap, 00 ’ {he 

earnest entreaty, proved alike fruitless. om >: c j asS) 

experiment was tried of putting him at the top o ^ 

and it was curious to note the rapidity j iven 

gravitated to the inevitable bottom. The youth • k 
up by his teachers as an incorrigible dunce ' s , off 
pronouncing him to be a “stupendous ioo >. of 

though he was, this dunce had a sort o u - 
purpose in him, which grew with his musc J* canie 
manhood ; and, strange to say, when be at * & ^ 
to take part in the practical business of life, c wa ^ 
heading most of his school companions, and eventu- ^ ^ 
the greater number of them far behind. The last tin 
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author heard of him, he was chief magistrate of his native 
town. 

The tortoise in the right road will beat a racer in the 
wrong. It matters not though a youth be slow, if he 
be but diligent. Quickness of parts may even prove a 
defect, inasmuch as the boy who learns readily will often 
forget as readily; and also because he finds no need of 
cultivating that quality of application and perseverance which 
the slower youth is compelled to exercise, and which proves 
so valuable an element in the formation of every character. 
Davy said “ What I am I have made myself ; ” and the same 
holds true universally. 

To conclude : the best culture is not obtained from 
teachers when at school or college, so much as by our 
own diligent self-education when we have become men. 
Hence parents need not be in too great haste to see their 
children’s talents forced into bloom. Let them watch and 
wait patiently, letting good example and quiet training 
do their work, and leave the rest to Providence. Let 
them see to it that the youth is provided, by free exercise 
of his bodily powers, with a full stock of physical health ; 
set him fairly on the road of self-culture ; carefully train his 
habits of application and perseverance ; and as he grows 
older, if the right stuff be in him, he will be enabled 
vigorously and effectively to cultivate himself. 
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“ Ever their phantoms rise before us, 

Our loftier brothers, but one in blood ; 

By bed and table they bird it o’er us, 

\vith looks of beauty and words ol good. —John Sterling. 

«> Children may be strangled, but Deeds never : they have an indestructible life, bom 
in and nut of our cons.iousness .” — George Eliot. 

“There is no action of man in this life, which is not the « *0 W ■ 

chain of consequence*. as that no human providence is high enough g 
pmspect to the end.*' — 'Thomas of Malmesbury. 


XAMPLE is one of the most potent of in- 
structors, though it teaches without a tongue. 
It is the practical school of mankind, working 
by action, which is always more forcible than 
words. Precept may point to us the way, hut 
it is silent continuous example, conveyed to us b\ ha .us, 
and living with us in fact, that carries us along. Ooo 
advice has its weight : but without the accompanimen o 
a good example it is of comparatively small influence, ai ^ 
it will be found that the common saying of Ho as • . > 
not as I do,” is usually reversed in the actual exp^nenc. 
°f hfe. 

All persons are more or less apt to learn through t e e>e 
rather than the ear ; and, whatever is seen in fact, ma 
a far deeper impression than anything that is meiely rea or 
heard. This is especially the case in early youth, w.wn 
the eye is the chief inlet of knowledge. Whatever children 
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see they unconsciously imitate. They insensibly come 
to resemble those who are about them — as insects take 
the colour of the leaves they feed on. Hence the vast 
importance of domestic training. For whatever may be 
the efficiency of schools, the examples set in our Homes 
must always be of vastly greater influence in forming the 
characters of our future men and women. The Home is the 
crystal of society — the nucleus of national character; and 
from that source, be it pure or tainted, issue the habits, 
principles and maxims, which govern public as well as 
private life. The nation comes from the nursery. Public 
opinion itself is for the most part the outgrowth of the 
home ; and the best philanthropy comes from the fireside. 
“To love the little platoon we belong to in society,” says 
Burke, “ is the germ of all public affections.” From this 
little central spot, the human sympathies may extend in an 
ever widening circle, until the world is embraced ; for, 
though true philanthropy, like charity, begins at home, 
assuredly it does not end there. 

Example in conduct, therefore, even in apparently trivial 
matters, is of no light moment, inasmuch as it is con- 
stantly becoming inwoven with the lives of others, and 
contributing to fonn their natures for better or for worse. 
The characters of parents are thus constantly repeated 
in their children ; and the acts of affection, discipline, 
industry, and self-control, which they daily exemplify, live 
and act when all else which may have been learned 
through the ear has long been forgotten. Hence a wise man 
was accustomed to speak of his children as “his future 
state.” Even the mute action and unconscious look of 
a parent may give a stamp to the character which is never 
effaced ; and who can tell how much evil act has been 
stayed by the thought of some good parent, whose memory 
their children may not sully by the commission of an 
unworthy deed, or the indulgence of an impure thought ? 
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The veriest trifles thus become of importance in influencing 
the characters of men. “ A kiss from my mother,” said 
West, “made me a painter.” It is on the direction of 
such seeming trifles when children that the future happiness 
and success of men mainly depend. Fowell Buxton, when 
occupying an eminent and influential station in life, wrote to 
his mother, “I constantly feel, especially in action and 
exertion for others, the effects of principles early implanted 
by you in my mind.” Buxton was also accustomec 10 
remember with gratitude the obligations which he owed 
to an illiterate man, a gamekeeper, named Abraham Plastou, 
with whom he played, and rode, and sported- -a man who 
could neither read nor write, but was full of natural goo 
sense and mother-wit “What made him particuiarly valu- 
able,” says Buxton, “ were his principles of integn y 
honour. 'He never said or did a thing in the absence 
my mother of which she would have disapproved Ht 
always held up the highest standard of integrity, an d^d 
our youthful minds with sentiments as pure an as 0 
as could be found in the writings of S ^ eca ® 

Such was my first instructor, and, I must add, my t. • 
Lord Langdale, looking back upon the admirabie ^mp 
set him by his mother, declared, “ If the whole work! were 
put into one Scale, and my mother into the ot er, 
would kick the beam.” Mrs. Schimmel Pennmck m h« 
old age, was accustomed to call to mind the P erb ° , 
ence exercised by her mother upon the society ami 
she moved. When she entered a room it ha t e e , y 
immediately raising the tone of the conversation, an 
purifying the moral atmosphere — all seeming to > 
more freely, and stand more erectly. ‘ In hei P reb 
says the daughter, “ I became for the time trails , 

another person.” So much does the moral lie-in e ^ ^ 
upon the moral atmosphere that is breathed, and so 
the influence daily exercised by parents over their c 1 1 
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by living a life before their eyes, that perhaps the best 
system of parental instruction might be summed up in these 
two words : “ Improve thyself.” 

There is something solemn and awful in the thought that 
there is not an act done or a word uttered by a human being 
but carries with it a train of consequences, the end of which 
we may never trace. Not one but, to a certain extent, gives 
a colour to our life, and insensibly influences the lives of 
those about us. The good deed or word will live, even 
though we may not see it fructify, but so will the bad ; 
and no person is so insignificant as to be sure that his 
example will not do good on the one hand, or evil on the 
other. The spirits of men do not die : they still live and 
walk abroad among us. It was a fine and a true thought 
uttered by Mr. Disraeli in the House of Commons on the 
death of Richard Cobden, that “ he was one of those men 
who, though not present, were still members of that 1 louse, 
who were independent of dissolutions, of the caprices of 
constituencies, and even of the course of time.” 

There is, indeed, an essence of immortality in the life of 
man, even in this world. No individual in the universe 
stands alone ; he is a component part of a system of mutual 
dependencies ; and by his several acts he either increases or 
diminishes the sum of human good now and for ever. As 
the present is rooted in the past, and the lives and examples 
of our forefathers still to a great extent influence us, so are 
we by our daily acts contributing to form the condition and 
character of the future. Man is a fruit formed and ripened 
by the culture of all the foregoing centuries ; and the living 
generation continues the magnetic current of action and 
example destined to bind the remotest past with the most 
distant future. No man’s acts die utterly; and though his 
body may resolve into dust and air, his good or his bad 
deeds will still be bringing forth fruit after their kind, and 
influencing future generations for all time to come. It is in 
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this momentous and solemn fact that the great peril and 
responsibility of human existence lies. 

Mr. Babbage has so powerfully expressed this idea in a 
noble passage in one of his writings that we here venture to 
quote his words : “ Every atom,” he says, “ impressed with 
good or ill, retains at once the motions which philosophers 
and sages have imparted to it, mixed and combined in ten 
thousand ways with all that is worthless and base ; the air 
itself is one vast library, on whose pages are written forever 
all that man has ever said or whispered. There, in their 
immutable but unerring characters, mixed with the ear 
as well as the latest sighs of mortality, stand for ever recorded 
vows unredeemed, promises unfulfilled ; perpetuating, m t e 
united movements of each particle, the testimony o ni. 
changeful wilL But, if the air we breathe is the never-i.a nij, 
historian of the sentiments we have uttered, eart , air, an 
ocean, are, in like manner, the eternal witnesses o t e 
we have done ; the same principle of the equa it) 0 ‘ K 
and reaction applies to them. No motion impresse 
natural causes, or by human agency, is ever obliteiate ■ • • • 
If the Almighty stamped on the brow ol the m>t niuu 
the indelible and visible mark of his guilt, e £ 
established laws by which every succeeding cnnnna b 
less irrevocably chained to the testimony of ns cml ! ’ 
every atom of his mortal frame, through whatever 
its severed particles may migrate, will still retain ac 
to it, through every combination, some movement ae 
from that very muscular effort by which the crime it. 

perpetrated.” . erv 

Thus, every act we do or word we utter, as w e ^ 
act we witness or word we hear, carries with it an n i ^ 
which extends over, and gives a colour, not on \ 0 
whole of our future life, but makes itself leit upon t le w 
frame of society. We may not, and indeed cannot, P oss1 .^’ 
trace the influence working itself into action in its van 
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ramifications amongst our children, our friends, or associates ; 
yet there it is assuredly, working on for ever. And herein 
lies the great significance of setting forth a good example, — 
a silent teaching which even the poorest and least significant 
person can practice in his daily life. There is no one so 
humble, but that he owes to others this simple but priceless 
instruction. Even the meanest condition may thus be made 
useful ; for the light set in a low place shines as faithfully as 
that set upon a hill. Everywhere, and under almost all 
circumstances, however externally adverse — in moorland 
shielings, in cottage hamlets, in the close alleys of great 
towns — the true man may grow. He who tills a space of 
earth scarce bigger than is needed for his grave, may work 
as faithfully, and to as good purpose, as the heir to thousands. 
The commonest workshop may thus be a school of industry, 
science, and good morals, on the one hand ; or of idleness,, 
folly, and depravity, on the other. It all depends on the 
individual men, and the use they make of the opportunities 
for good which offer themselves. - 

A life well spent, a character uprightly sustained, is no 
slight legacy to leave to one’s children, and to the world ; 
for it is the most eloquent lesson of virtue and the severest 
reproof of vice, while it continues an enduring source of the 
best kind of riches. Well for those who can say, as Pope 
did, in rejoinder to the sarcasm of Lord Hervey, “ I think 
it enough that my parents, such as they were, never cost me 
a blush, and that their son, such as he is, never cost them 
a tear.” 

It is not enough to tell others what they are to do, but to 
exhibit the actual example of doing. What Mrs. Chisholm 
described to Mrs. Stowe as the secret of her success, applies 
to all life. “ I found,” she said, “ that if we want anything 
done, we must go to work and do : it is of no use merely to 
talk — none whatever.” It is poor eloquence that only shows 
how a person can talk. Had Mrs. Chisholm rested satisfied 
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with lecturing, her project, she was persuaded, would never 
have got beyond the region of talk; but when people saw 
what she was doing and had actually accomplished, they fell 
in with her views and came forward to help her. Hence the 
most beneficent worker is not he who says the most eloquent 
things, or even who thinks the most loftily, but he who does 

the most eloquent acts. , 

True-hearted persons, even in the humblest station in l ie, 

who are energetic doers, may thus give an impulse to good 
works out of all proportion, apparently, to their actual station 
in society. Thomas Wright might have talked about the 
reclamation of criminals, and John Pounds about t e neces 
sity for Ragged Schools, and yet done nothing ; instead 
of which they simply set to work without any other idea in 
their minds than that of doing, not talking. And how me 
example of even the poorest man may tell upon society, 
hear what Dr. Guthrie, the apostle of the Ragge- * ‘ 

movement, says of the influence which the examp e o 
Pounds, the humble Portsmouth cobbler, exercise up 

own working career : — . • n 

The interest I have been led to take in this cause is a 

example of how, in Providence, a man s do tin) ^ , 

of life, like that of a river— may be determined an a - 
by very trivial circumstances. It is rather curious a 
it is interesting to me to remember— that it was bv a p 
I was first led to take an interest in ragged sclioos 
picture in an old, obscure, decaying burgh that stan s 0 
shores of the Frith of Forth, the birthplace of ihomas • 
mers. I went to see this place many years ago , am , ^ 

into an inn for refreshment, I found the room c ° vcre ‘ m 
pictures of shepherdesses with their crooks, anc sai ^ 
holiday attire, not particularly interesting. B ut a ,.j ian 
chimney-piece there was a large print, more respecta 1 e ^ 
its neighbours, which represented a cobblers room ' ^ 
cobbler was there himself, spectacles on nose, an o. 
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between his knees — the massive forehead and firm mouth 
indicating great determination of character, and, beneath his 
bushy eyebrows, benevolence gleamed out on a number of 
poor ragged boys and girls who stood at their lessons round 
the busy cobbler. My curiosity was awakened ; and in the 
inscription I read how this man, John Pounds, a cobbler in 
Portsmouth, taking pity on the multitude of poor ragged 
children left by ministers and magistrates, and ladies and 
gentlemen, to go to ruin on the streets — how, like a good 
shepherd, he gathered in these wretched outcasts — how he 
had trained them to God and to the world — and how, while 
earning his daily bread by the sweat of his brow, he had 
rescued from misery and saved to society not less than five 
hundred of these children. 1 felt ashamed of myself. I felt 
reproved for the little I had done. My feelings were touched. 
I was astonished at this man’s achievements ; and I well 
remember, in the enthusiasm of the moment, saying to my 
companion (and I have seen in my cooler and calmer mo- 
ments no reason for unsaying the saying) — ‘ That man is an 
honour to humanity, and deserves the tallest monument 
ever raised within the shores of Britain.’ I took up that 
man’s history, and I found it animated by the spirit of Him 
who ‘had compassion on the multitude.’ John Pounds 
was a clever man besides ; and, like Paul, if he could not 
win a poor boy any other way, he won him by art. He 
would be seen chasing a ragged boy along the quays, and 
compelling him to come to school, not by the power of a 
policeman, but by the power of a hot potato. He knew the 
love an Irishman had for a potato; and John Pounds 
might be seen running holding under the boy’s nose a po- 
tato, like an Irishman, very hot, and with a coat as ragged 
as himself. When the day comes when honour will be done 
to whom honour is due, I can fancy the crowd of those 
whose fame poets have sung, and to whose memory monu- 
ments have been raised, dividing like the wave, and, passing 
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the great, and the noble, and the mighty of the land, this 
poor, obscure old man stepping forward and receiving the 
especial notice of Him who said ‘ Inasmuch as ye did it to 
one of the least of these, ye did it also to Me.’ ” 

The education of character is very much a question of 
models ; we mould ourselves so unconsciously after the cha- 
racters, manners, habits, and opinions of those who are 
about us. Good rules may do much, but good models far 
more; for in the latter we have instruction in action- 
wisdom at work. Good admonition and bad example only 


build with one hand to pull down with the other. Hence 
the vast importance of exercising great care in the selection 
of companions, especially in youth. There is a magnetic 
affinity in young persons which insensibly tends to assi- 
milate them to each other’s likeness. Mr. Edgeworth was 
so strongly convinced that from sympathy they involuntarily 
imitated or caught the tone of the company they frequented, 
that he held it to be of the most essential importance that 


they should be taught to select the very best models. No 
company, or good company,” was his motto. Lord Colling* 
wood, writing to a young friend, said, “ Hold it as a maxim 
that you had better be alone than in mean company. Let 
your companions be such as yourself, or superior; for the 
worth of a man will always be ruled by that of his company. 
It was a remark of the famous Dr. Sydenham that every- 


body some time or other would be the better or the worse 
for having but spoken to a good or a bad man. As Sir 1 eter 
Lely made it a rule never to look at a bad picture if he coul 
Help it, believing that whenever he did so his pencil caught 
a taint from it, so, whoever chooses to gaze often upon a 


debased specimen of humanity and to frequent his society, 
cannot help gradually assimilating himself to that sort o 


model. 


It is therefore advisable for young men to seek the fellow ^ 
ship of the good, and always to aim at a higher standard 
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than themselves. Francis Homer, speaking of the advan- 
tages to himself of direct personal intercourse with high- 
minded, intelligent men, said, “ I cannot hesitate to decide 
that I have derived more intellectual improvement from them 
than from all the books I have turned over.” Lord Shel- 
burne (afterwards Marquis of Lansdowne), when a young 
man, paid a visit to the venerable Malesherbes, and was so 
much impressed by it, that he said, — “ I have travelled much, 
but I have never been so influenced by personal contact 
with any man ; and if I ever accomplish any good in the 
course of my life, I am certain that the recollection of M. de 
Malesherbes will animate my soul.” So Fowell Buxton was 
always ready to acknowledge the powerful influence exercised 
upon the formation of his character in early life by the ex- 
ample of the Gurney family : “ It has given a colour to my 
life,” he used to say. Speaking of his success at the Dublin 
University, he confessed, “ I can ascribe it to nothing but 
my Earlham visits.” It was from the Gurneys he “ caught 
the infection ” of self-improvement. 

Contact with the good never fails to impart good, and 
we earn- away with us some of the blessing, as travellers’ 
garments retain the odour of the flowers and shrubs through 
which they have passed. Those who knew the late John 
Sterling intimately, have spoken of the beneficial influence 
which he exercised on all with whom he came into per- 
sonal contact. Many owed to him their first awakening to 
a higher being ; from him they learnt what they were, and 
what they ought to be. Mr. Trench says of him: — “It 
was impossible to come in contact with his noble nature 
without feeling one’s self in some measure ennobled and 
lifted tip, as I ever felt when I left him, into a higher region 
of objects and aims than that in which one is tempted 
habitually to dwell.” It is thus that the noble character 
always acts ; we become insensibly elevated by him, and 
cannot help feeling as he does and acquiring the habit of 
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looking at things in the same light Such is the magical 
action and reaction of minds upon each other. 

Artists, also, feel themselves elevated by contact with 
artists greater than themselves. Thus Haydn’s genius n a* 
first fired by Handel Hearing him play, Haydn’s ardour 
for musical composition was at once excited, and but for 
this circumstance, he himself believed that he would never 
have written the * Creation.’ Speaking of Handel he .said, 
“ When he chooses, he strikes like the thunderbolt ; anu 
at another time, “There is not a note of him but draws 
blood ” Scarlatti was another of Handel s arden 1 ’ 
following him all over Italy: afterward* when Jjpe«K 
of the great master, he would cross himself in token o. ad 
miration. True artists never fail generously to recog ■ 
c’ch other’s greatness. Thus Beethoven s admiration 
Cherubini was regal: and he ardently hailed the ge^ 
Schubert : “ Truly,” said he, “in Schubert dweBs a dmne 

fire ” When Northcote was a mere youth he _ • 
admiration for Reynolds that, when the great pamte 
once attending a public meeting down in Devonsh^^ 
boy pushed through the crowd, and got so ne. . 
as 'to touch the skirt of his coat, “ winch I sap 
Northcote, “with great satisfaction to my min , 
touch of youthful enthusiasm in its admiration ° = : 

The example of .he bnrve is an mspnanon to « 
their presence thrilling through eter y ^ r 

miracles of valour so often performed by ordinj^ 
under the leadership of the herotc. 
of the deeds of the valiant stirs mens blood like a 
of a trumpet. Ziska bequeathed his skin to e 
drum to inspire the valour of the Bohemians. < 
beg. prince of Epirus, was dead, the Turks wis ei. 0 ^ 

his bones, that each might wear a piece neXt . * } ia d dis- 
hopingthusto secure some portion ot the courage ie j 
played while living, and which they had so often expv 


Digitized by Googl 



Ciup. xii. Use of biography . 371 


in battle. When the gallant Douglas, bearing the heart 
of Bruce to the Holy Land, saw one of his knights sur- 
rounded and sorely pressed by the Saracens, he took from 
his neck the silver case containing the hero’s bequest, and 
throwing it amidst the thickest press of his foes, cried, 
“ Pass first in fight, as thou wert wont to do, and Douglas 
will follow thee, or die ; ” and so saying, he rushed forward 
to the place where it fell, and was there slain. 

The chief use of biography consists in the noble models 
of character in which it abounds. Our great forefathers 
still live among us in the records of their lives, as well as 
in the acts they have done, which live also ; still sit by us 
at table, and hold us by the hand ; furnishing examples for 
our benefit, which we may still study, admire and imitate. 
Indeed, whoever has left behind him the record of a noble 
life, has bequeathed to posterity an enduring source of good, 
for it serves as a model for others to form themselves by in all 
time to come; still breathing fresh life into men, helping them 
to reproduce his life anew, and to illustrate his character in 
other forms. Hence a book containing the life of a true 
man is full of precious seed. It is a still living voice : it is 
an intellect. To use Milton’s words, “it is the precious life- 
blood of a master spirit, embalmed and treasured up on 
purpose to a life beyond life.” Such a book never ceases 
to exercise an elevating and ennobling influence. But, 
above all, there is the very highest Model and Example set 
before us to shape our lives by in this world — the most 
suitable for all the necessities of our mind and heart — an 
example which we can only follow afar off and feel after, 

“ Like plants or vines which never saw the sun, 

But dream of him and guess where he may be, 

And do their best to climb and get to him.” 

Again, no young man can rise from the perusal of such 
lives as those of Buxton and Arnold, without feeling his 
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mind and heart made better, and his best resolves invi- 
gorated. Such biographies increase a mans self-reliance 
by demonstrating what men can be, and what they can o , 
fortifying his hopes and elevating his aims m It e. ora - 
times a young man discovers himself in a biography, as 
Correggio felt within him the risings of genius on contem- 
pladnf the works of Michael Angelo: “And I too, an, a 
painter,” he exclaimed. Sir Samuel Romilly, ,n h,s au to- 
biography, confessed himself to have been powerful! 
influenced by the life of the great and nob1 ^ 
Chancellor Daguesseau “ The works o > • 

he, « had fallen into my hands, and I had read \ - 

ration his ‘ Eloge of Daguesseau and the car ® er 0 
which he represented that illustrious 
excited to a great degree my ardour and ambition, 1 
to my imagination new paths of glory'. , ls 

Franklin was accustomed to atmbute to ^ 
eminence to his having early read CW0« 

do Good '-a book which grew out of Matters om, 

And see how good example draws other men aher ,1,^ 
propagates itself through future genera s an( j 

For Samuel Drew avers that he framed hi 
especially his business habits, after t ie m0 ® say where 
by Benjamin Franklin. Thus « » if 

a good example may not reach, o . literature 

indeed it have an end. Hence the advan ag , ^ 

as in life, of keeping the best society, rear i g ^ 

books, and wisely admiring and imitating ti ■ (( j 

a. , . ... „T.. lSwentr.rp « a d Lord Dudley , 


we find in them. 


which 


am fond of confining myself to the best C0 ™P j am 
consists chiefly of my' old acquaintance, wit " ^ ^ 

desirous of becoming more intimate; and f“ s m0re 
nine times out of ten it is more profitab e, 1 n a 
agreeable, to read an old book over again, t an o 
new one for the first time.” 
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Sometimes a book containing a noble exemplar of life, 
taken up at random, merely with the object of reading it as 
a pastime, has been known to call forth energies whose 
existence had not before been suspected. Alfieri was first 
drawn with passion to literature by reading ‘ Plutarch’s 
Lives.’ Loyola, when a soldier serving at the siege of 
Pampeluna, and laid up by a dangerous wound in his leg, 
asked for a book to divert his thoughts : the * Lives of the 
Saints ’ was brought to him, and its perusal so inflamed his 
mind, that he determined thenceforth to devote himself to 
the founding of a religious order. Luther, in like manner, 
was inspired to undertake the great labours of his life by 
a perusal of the ‘ Life and Writings of John LIuss.’ Dr. 
Wolff was stimulated to enter upon his missionary career 
by reading the ‘Life of Francis Xavier;’ and the book 
fired his youthful bosom with a passion the most sincere 
and ardent to devote himself to the enterprise of his life. 
William Carey, also, got the first idea of entering upon his 
sublime labours as a missionary from a perusal of the 
Voyages of Captain Cook. 

Francis Homer was accustomed to note in his diary and 
letters the books by which he was most improved and 
influenced. Amongst these were Condorcet’s * Eloge of 
Haller,’ Sir Joshua Reynolds’ ‘ Discourses,’ the writings 
of Bacon, and ‘ Burnet’s Account of Sir Matthew Hale.’ The 
perusal of the last-mentioned book — the portrait of a prodigy 
of labour — Horner says, filled him with enthusiasm. Of 
Condorcet’s ‘ Eloge of Plaller,’ he said : “ I never rise from 
the account of such men without a sort of thrilling palpi- 
tation about me, which I know not whether I should call 
admiration, ambition, or despair.” And speaking of the 
‘Discourses’ of Sir Joshua Reynolds, he said: “Next to 
the writings of Bacon, there is no book which has more 
powerfully impelled me to self-culture. He is one of the 
first men of genius who has condescended to inform the 
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world of the steps by which greatness is attained. The con- 
fidence with which he asserts the omnipotence ot human 
labour has the effect of familiarising his reader with the 
idea that genius is an acquisition rather than a gift ; whi st 
with all there is blended so naturally and eloquently the 
most elevated and passionate admiration of excellence, that 
upon the whole there is no book of a more inflammatory 
effect.” It is remarkable that Reynolds himself attributed 
his first passionate impulse towards the study of art. to 
reading Richardson’s account of a great painter; and Haydan 
was in like manner afterwards inflamed to follow the same 
pursuit by reading of the career of Reynolds. Thus the 
brave and aspiring life of one man lights a flame in tue 
minds of others of like faculties and impulse ; and where 
there is equally vigorous effort, like distinction and success 
will almost surely follow. Thus the chain of example is 
carried down through time in an endless succession o 
links,— admiration exciting imitation, and perpetuating tie 


true aristocracy of genius. . 

One of the most valuable, and one of the most 1 ec 1 

examples which can be set before the young, is tu 
cheerful working. Cheerfulness gives elasticity to « 
spirit Spectres fly before it j difficulties cause no despam 
for they are encountered with hope, and the nunc -aqm 
that happy disposition to improve opportunities w > 
rarely fails of success. The fervent spirit is /toys 
healthy and happy spirit ; working cheerfully itse > 
stimulating others to work. It confers a dignity on e 
the most ordinary occupations. Ihe most effective ’ 
also, is usually the full-hearted work that vvhic 1 . 

through the hands or the head of him whose heart i» - ■ ^ 
Hume was accustomed to say that he would rather l ,os - _ 
a cheerful disposition — inclined always to look at 
bright side of things — than with a gloomy mind 10 - ;C 
master of an estate of ten thousand a year. Gran 
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Sharp, amidst his indefatigable labours on behalf of the 
slave, solaced himself in the evenings by taking part in 
glees and instrumental concerts at his brother’s house, sing- 
ing, or playing on the flute, the clarionet, or the oboe : and, 
at the Sunday evening oratorios, when Handel was played, 
he beat the kettle-drums. He also indulged, though spar- 
ingly, in caricature drawing. Fowell Buxton also was an 
eminently cheerful man; taking special pleasure in field 
sports, in riding about the country with his children, and in 
mixing in all their domestic amusements. 

In another sphere of action, Dr. Arnold was a noble and 
a cheerful worker, throwing himself into the great busi- 
ness of his life, the training and teaching of young men, 
with his whole heart and soul. It is stated in his admirable 
biography, that “ the most remarkable thing in the Laleham 
circle was the wonderful healthiness of tone which pre- 
vailed there. It was a place where a new comer at once 
felt that a great and earnest work was going forward. 

Every pupil was made to feel that there was a work for 

him to do ; that his happiness, as well as his duty, lay in 

doing that work well. Hence an indescribable zest was 

communicated to a young man’s feeling about life ; a 
strange joy came over him on discerning that he had the 
means of being useful, and thus of being happy; and a 
deep respect and ardent attachment sprang up towards him 
who had taught him thus to value life and his own self, 
and his work and mission in the world. All this was 
founded on the breadth and comprehensiveness of Arnold’s 
character, as well as its striking truth and reality ; on the 
unfeigned regard he had for work of all kinds, and the 
sense he had of its value, both for the complex aggregate 
of society and the growth and protection of the individual. 
In all this there was no excitement ; no predilection for 
one class of work above another ; no enthusiasm for any 
one-sided object : but a humble, profound, and most reli- 
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gious consciousness that work is the appointed calling of 
man on earth ; the end for which his various faculties were 
given ; the element in winch his nature is ordained to 
develop itself, and in which his progressive advance to- 
wards heaven is to lie.” Among the many valuable men 
trained for public life and usefulness by Arnold, was the 
gallant Hodson, of Hodson’s Horse, who, writing home 
from India, many years after, thus spoke of his revered 
master : “The influence he produced has been most lasting 
and striking in its effects. It is felt even in India; i 

cannot say more than that." 

The useful influence which a right-hearted man of energy 
and industry may exercise amongst his neighbor ■> an 
dependants, and accomplish for his counti), cannot. I e 
haps, be better illustrated than by the career of Sir John 
Sinclair ; characterized by the Abbe Gregoire as t e 
most indefatigable man in Europe.’ He was ongina v a 
country laird, bom to a considerable estate smiated near 
John o’ Groat’s House, almost beyond the beat ot civiliza- 
tion, in a bare wild country fronting the stormy North bea. 
His father dying while he was a youth of sixteen, t ie m* - 
nagement of the family property thus early devove u 
him ; and at eighteen he began a course ot vigorous lmpro 
ment in the county of Caithness, which eventua > s P r 1 
all over Scotland. Agriculture then was in a mo* »■- ' 
ward state ; the fields were unenclosed, the an 
drained; the small farmers of Caithness were s0 P 001 L ' 
they could scarcely afford to keep a horse or s e t) , 
hard work was chiefly done, and the burdens borne, > 
women ; and if a cottier lost a horse it was not unU “ u 
for him to marry a wife as the cheapest substitute, 
country was without roads or bridges ; and drovers nur o 
their cattle south had to swim the rivers along "it 1 tie 
beasts. The chief track leading into Caithness lay a mg 
a high shelf on a mountain side, the road being s - nie 
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hundred feet of clear perpendicular height above the sea 
which dashed below. Sir John, though a mere youth, 
determined to make a new road over the hill of Ben 
Cheiltj the old let-alone proprietors, however, regarding his 
scheme with incredulity and derision. But he himself laid 
out the road, assembled some twelve hundred workmen 
early one summer’s morning, set them simultaneously to 
work, superintending their labours, and stimulating them 
by his presence and example : and before night, what had 
been a dangerous sheep track, six miles in length, hardly 
passable for led horses, was made practicable for wheel- 
carnages as if by the power of magic. It was an admir- 
able example of energy and well-directed labour, which 
could not fail to have a most salutary influence upon the 
surrounding population. He then proceeded to make more 
roa s, to erect mills, to build bridges, and to enclose and 
cu tnate the waste lands. He introduced improved me- 
thods of culture, and regular rotation of crops, distri- 
buting small premiums to encourage industry; and he thus 
soon quickened the whole frame of society within reach of 
is influence, and infused an entirely new spirit into the 
cu tivators of the soil. From being one of the most inac- 
cessible districts of the north— the very ultima Thule of 
civilization— Caithness became a pattern county for its 
roa s, its agriculture, and its fisheries. In Sinclair's youth, 
t e post was carried by a runner only once a week, and the 
V Jl mg baronet then declared that he would never rest till 
a coach drove daily to Ihurso. The people of the neigh- 
uour ,ood could not believe in any such thing, and it 
ecame a proverb in the county to say of any utterly impos- 
*1 e scheme, “Ou, ay, that will come to pass when Sir 
John sees the daily mail at Thurso !” But Sir John lived 

to see his dream realized, and the daily mail established to 
I hurso. 

d he circle of his benevolent operations gradually widened. 
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Observing the serious deterioration which had taken place 
in the quality of British wool —one of the staple commo- 
dities of the country, — he forthwith, though but a private 
and little-known country gentleman, devoted himselt to 
its improvement. By his personal exertions he established 
the British Wool Society for the purpose, and htmself led 
the way to practical improvement by importing 800 sheep 
from all countries, at his own expense. The result was, 
the introduction into Scotland of the celebrated Chevio. 
breed. Sheep farmers scouted the idea of south country 
flocks being able to thrive in the far north. But Sir John 
persevered ; and in a few years there were not fewer than 
300,000 Cheviots diffused over the four northern countie, 
alone. The value of all grazing land was thus enormously 
increased ; and Scotch estates, which before were compara- 
tively worthless, began to yield large rentals. 

Returned by Caithness to Parliament, in which he re- 
mained for thirty years, rarely missing a division, his pc- ■ ■ ) * 
gave him farther opportunities of usefulness, whit . « an 
not neglect to employ. Mr. Pitt, observing his l’ e ^ e ' e . ° 
energy in all useful public projects, sent for him to = 

Street, and voluntarily proposed his assistance in am oojv 
he might have in view. Another man might has e t wug 1 
himself and his own promotion; but Sir John c 
tically replied, that he desired no favour for himse , u 
timated that the reward most gratifying to his feelings uo 
be Mr. Pitt’s assistance in the establishment of a - a ^ 01 
Board of Agriculture. Arthur Young laid a bet 
baronet that his scheme would never be establishe , a 
“ Your Board of Agriculture will be in the moon ! ^ 

vigorously setting to work, he roused public attention to 
subject, enlisted a majority of Parliament on his sit e, an 
eventually established the Board, of which he was app° c te 
President The result of its action need not be desen’et^ 
but the stimulus which it gave to agriculture and stock-r.usin 3 
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was shortly felt throughout the whole United Kingdom, and 
tens of thousands of acres were redeemed from barrenness 
by its operation. He was equally indefatigable in encou- 
raging the establishment of fisheries ; and the successful 
founding of these great branches of British industry at 
Thurso and Wick was mainly due to his exertions. He 
urged for long years, and at length succeeded in obtaining 
the enclosure of a harbour for the latter place, which is 
perhaps the greatest and most prosperous fishing town in 
the world. 

Sir John threw his personal energy into every work in 
which he engaged, rousing the inert, stimulating the idle, 
encouraging the hopeful, and working with all. When a 
French invasion was threatened, he offered to Mr. Pitt to 
raise a regiment on his own estate, and he was as good as 
his word. He went down to the north, and raised a batta- 
lion of 600 men, afterwards increased to 1000 ; and it was 
admitted to be one of the finest volunteer regiments ever 
raised, inspired throughout by his own noble and patriotic 
spirit. While commanding officer of the camp at Aberdeen 
he held the offices of a Director of the Bank of Scotland, 

Chairman of the British W T ool Society, Provost of Wick, 

Director of the British Fishery Society, Commissioner for 
issuing Exchequer Bills, Member of Parliament for Caith- 
ness, and President of the Board of Agriculture. Amidst 
all this multifarious and self-imposed work, he even found 
time to write books, enough of themselves to establish a 
reputation. When Mr. Rush, the American Ambassador, 
arrived in England, he relates that he inquired of Mr. 

Coke 'of Holkham, what was the best work on Agriculture, 
and was referred to Sir John Sinclair’s; and when he fur- 
ther asked of Mr. Vansittart, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
what was the best work on British Finance, he was again 
referred to a work by Sir John Sinclair, his 1 History of the 
Public Revenue.’ But the great monument of his inde- 
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fatigable industry, a work that would have appalled other 
men, but only served to rouse and sustain his energy', was 
his ‘ Statistical Account of Scotland,’ in tyventy-one volumes, 
one of the most valuable practical works ever published in 
any age or country. Amid a host of other pursuits it occu- 
pied him nearly eight years of hard labour, during which he 
received, and attended to, upwards ot 20,000 letters on t ie 
subject. It yvas a thoroughly patriotic undertaking, from 
which he derived no personal advantage whatever, beyond 
the honour of having completed it. The rvhole of the profits 
were assigned by him to the Society for the Sons o ns 
Clergy in Scotland. The publication of the book le to 
great public improvements; it was followed by the immediate 
abolition of several oppressive feudal rights, to yvhich it called 
attention ; the salaries of schoolmasters and clergyman m 
many parishes were increased; and an increased st.mu us 
was given to agriculture throughout Scotland. Sir Jo m t k ■ 
publicly offered to undertake the much greater la jo ' 
collecting and publishing a similar Statistical Accoun 
England ; but unhappily the then Archbishop of Canter 
refused to sanction it, lest it should interfere wit tie 1 
of the clergy, and the idea yvas abandoned. . 

A remarkable illustration of his energetic prompt! . 
was the manner in which he once proyided, on a y 
emergency, for the relief of the manufacturing (il * tu 
In 1793 the stagnation produced by the rvar led to ^ 
usual number of bankruptcies, and many of the first c-m 
in Manchester and Glasgorv were tottering, not so n 
from rvant of property, but because the usual sources ^ 
trade and credit were for the time closed up. A P en ^ c 
intense distress amongst the labouring classes seem- ^ 
minent, rvhen Sir John urged, in Parliament, that l- xc ‘*' c l u 
notes to the amount of five millions should be issued im- 
mediately as a loan to such merchants as could give securp 
'This suggestion yvas adopted, and his offer to carry out 
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plan, in conjunction with certain members named by him, 
was also accepted. The vote was passed late at night, and 
early next morning Sir John, anticipating the delays of 
officialism and red tape, proceeded to bankers in the city, 
and borrowed of them, on his own personal security, the 
sum of 70,000/., which he despatched the same evening to 
those merchants who were in the most urgent need of assist- 
ance. Pitt meeting Sir John in the House, expressed his 
great regret that the pressing wants of Manchester and 
Glagsow could not be supplied so soon as was desirable, 
adding, “ The money cannot be raised for some days.” “ It 
is already gone ! it left London by to-night’s mail ! ” was 
Sir John’s triumphant reply ; and in afterwards relating the 
anecdote he added, with a smile of pleasure, “ Pitt was as 
much startled as if I had stabbed him.” To the last this 
great, good man worked on usefully and cheerfully , setting 
a great example for his family and for his country. In so 
laboriously seeking others’ good, it might be said that he 
found his own — not wealth, for his generosity seriously im- 
paired his private fortune, but happiness, and self-satisfaction, 
and the peace that passes knowledge. A great patriot, with 
magnificent powers of work, he nobly did his duty to his 
country ; yet he was not neglectful of his own household and 
home. His sons and daughters grew up to honour and use- 
fulness; and it was one of the proudest things Sir John 
could say, when verging on his eightieth year, that he had 
lived to see seven sons grown up, not one of whom had in- 
curred a debt he could not pay, or caused him a sorrow 
that could have been avoided. 
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Character — The True Gentleman. 


* Fot who can always act ? but he, 

To whom a thousand memories call, 

Not being less but more than all 
The gentleness he seemed to be, 

But seemed the thing he was, and join'd 
Each office of the social hour 
To noble manners, as the flower 
And native growth of noble mind; 

And thus he bore without abuse 
The grand old name of Gentleman." Tennyson, 


“ Es bildet ein Talent sich in der Stille, , 

Sich ein Charakter in dem Strom der Welt. — Croetne. 


•‘That which raises a country', that which strengthens a country, and th^t w.jic^ 
dignities a country, — that which spreads her power, creates her moral in > 
makes her respected and submitted to, bends the heart of millions, and bows an . 
pride of nations to her — the instrument of obedience, the fountain of sup .» 
true throne, crown, and sceptre of a nation ; — this aristocracy is not an 
blood, not an aristocracy of lashion, not an aristocracy of talent only ; it is an . - 

of Character. That is the true heraldry of man."— The Junes. 



H E crown and glory of life is Character. It i5 
the noblest possession of a man, constituting a 
rank in itself, and an estate in the general good 
will ; dignifying every station, and exalting e\erv 
position in society. It exercises a greater power 
than wealth, and secures all the honour without the jealousn s 
of fame. It carries with it an influence which always teds ; 
for it is the result of proved honour, rectitude, and con 
-istency — qualities whidi, perhaps more than any othei, 
>mmand the general confidence and respect of mankind. 
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Character is human nature in its best form. It is moral 
order embodied in the individual. Men of character are not 
only the conscience of society, but in every well-governed 
State they are its best motive power; for it is moral qualities 
in the main which rule the world. Even in war, Napoleon 
said the moral is to the physical as ten to one. The strength, 
the industry, and the civilisation of nations — all depend 
upon individual character ; and the very foundations of 
civil security rest upon it. Laws and institutions are but 
its outgrowth. In the just balance of nature, individuals, 
nations, and races, will obtain just so much as they deserve, 
and no more. And as effect finds its cause, so surely does 
quality of character amongst a people produce its befitting 
results. 

Though a man have comparatively little culture, slender 
abilities, and but small wealth, yet, if his character be of 
sterling worth, he will always command an influence, 
whether it be in the workshop, the counting-house, the 
mart, or the senate. Canning wisely wrote in 1801, “My 
road must be through Character to power ; I will try no 
other course; and I am sanguine enough to believe that 
this course, though not perhaps the quickest, is the surest.” 
You may admire men of intellect ; but something more is 
necessary before you will trust them. Hence Lord John 
Russell once observed in a sentence full of truth, “ It is the 
nature of paity in England to ask the assistance of men 
of genius, but to follow the guidance of men of character.” 
This was strikingly illustrated in the career of the late 
Francis Horner — a man of whom Sydney Smith said that 
the Ten Commandments were stamped upon his counte- 
nance. “ The valuable and peculiar light,” says Lord Cock- 
burn, “ in which his history is calculated to inspire every 
right-minded youth, is this. He died at the age of thirty- 
eight ; possessed of greater public influence than any other 
private man ; and admired, beloved, trusted, and deplored 
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by all, except the heartless or the base. No greater homage 
was ever paid in Parliament to any deceased member. Now 
let every' young man ask— how was this attained? By rank? 
He was the son of an Edinburgh merchant. By wealth? 
Neither he, nor any of his relations, ever had a superfluous 
sixpence. By office ? He held but one, and only for a 
few years, of no influence, and with very' little pay. By 
talents? His were not splendid, and he had no genius. 
Cautious and slow, his only ambition was to be right. By 
eloquence? He spoke in calm, good taste, without any 
of the oratory that either terrifies or seduces. By any fasci- 
nation of manner? His was only correct and agreeable 
Bv what, then, was it? Merely by sense, industry, gao 
principles, and a good heart-qualities which no web-con- 
stituted mind need ever despair of attaining. f "• 1 
force of his character that raised him ; and this c ^ c ‘ e 
not impressed upon him by nature, but forme , out o n 
peculiarly fine elements, by himself. There were many id 
the House of Commons of far greater ability and eloqu . 
But no one surpassed him in the combination of an at eq 
portion of these with moral worth. Homer w as 'om 
show what moderate powers, unaided by anytnin a w i 
except culture and goodness, may achieve, even w en 
powers are displayed amidst the competition and jealousy 

public life.” , _ 

Franklin, also, attributed his success as^ a P u 1 ^ 

not to his talents or his powers of speaking - or 
were but moderate — but to his known integrity o c ar 
Hence it was, he says, “ that I had so much weight . 
fellow citizens. I was but a bad speaker, nev cr , e [°} 
subject to much hesitation in my choice of "oi * s » • 

correct in language, and yet 1 generally carried my P 01 ^ 
Character creates confidence in men in high station 
as in humble life. It was said of the first Emperoi - *- 
ander of Russia, that his personal character was et l u ''’ J 
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to a constitution. During the wars of the Fronde, Montaigne 
was the only man amongst the French gentry who kept 
his castle gates unbarred ; and it was said of him, that his 
personal character was a better protection for him than a 
regiment of horse would have been. 

That character is power, is true in a much higher sense 
than that knowledge is power. Mind without heart, in- 
telligence without conduct, cleverness without goodness, 
are powers in their way, but they may be powers only for 
mischief. We may be instructed or amused by them; but 
it is sometimes as difficult to admire them as it would be to 
admire the dexterity of a pickpocket or the horsemanship of 
a highwayman. 

Truthfulness, integrity, and goodness — qualities that hang 
not on any man’s breath — form the essence of manly 
character, or, as one of our old writers has it, “ that 
inbred loyalty unto Virtue which can serve her without 
a livery.” He who possesses these qualities, united with 
strength of purpose, carries with him a power which is 
irresistible. He is strong to do good, strong to resist evil, 
and strong to bear up under difficulty and misfortune. 
When Stephen of Colonna fell into the hands of his base 
assailants, and they asked him in derision, “ Where is now 
your fortress?” “Here,” was his bold reply, placing his 
hand upon his heart. It is in misfortune that the character 
of the upright man shines forth with the greatest lustre ; 
and when all else fails, he takes stand upon his integrity and 
his courage. 

The rules of conduct followed ky Lord F.rskine — a man 
of sterling independence of principle and scrupulous ad- 
herence to truth — are worthy of being engraven on every 
young man’s heart. “ It was a first command and counsel 
of my earliest youth,” he said, “ always to do what my 
conscience told me to be a duty, and to leave the conse- 
quence to God. I shall carry with me the memory, and 
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I trust the practice, of this parental lesson to the grave. I 
have hitherto followed it, and I have no reason to complain 
that ray obedience to it has been a temporal sacrifice. I 
have found it, on the contrary, the road to prosperity and 
wealth, and I shall point out the same path to my children 

for their pursuit." , . 

Every man is bound to aim at the possession of a good 
character as one of the highest objects of life. The very 
effort to secure it by worthy means will furnish him with 
a motive for exertion ; and his idea of manhood, m propor- 
tion as it is elevated, will steady and animate his motive. 
It is well to have a high standard of life, even though we 
may not be able altogether to realize it. The yout , says 
Mr. Disraeli, “who does not look up will look down; ana 
the spirit that does not soar is destined perhaps to grove.. 
George Herbert wisely writes, 

“ Pitch ♦’ y behaviour low, thy projects high, 

So shall thou humble and magnanimous be. 

Sink not in spirit ; w ho aimeth at the sky n 
Shoots higher much than he that means a tree. 

He who has a high standard of living and 
certainly do better than he who has none at all. 
at a gown of gold,” says the Scotch prover , an J . 
get a sleeve o’t” Whoever tries for the highest r 
cannot fail to reach a point far in advance 0 a 
which he started; and though the end attained 
short of that proposed, still, the very effort to rise, 0 
cannot fail to prove permanently beneficial. • . 

There are many counterfeits of character, but teg 
article is difficult to be mistaken. Some, knowing its 1 1 
value, would assume its disguise tor the purpose 0 im[ 
upon the unwary. Colonel Charteris said to a 111 ,u 
tinguished for his honesty, “ I would give a thousani pou * 
for your good name.” “ Why ? ” “ Because I cou 

.1 thousand by it,” was the ^nave's reply. 
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Integrity in word and deed is the backbone of character; 
and loyal adherence to veracity its most prominent charac- 
teristic. One of the finest testimonies to the character of 
the late Sir Robert Peel was that borne by the Duke of 
Wellington in the House of Lords, a few days after the 
great statesman’s death. “ Your lordships,” he said, “ must 
all feel the high and honourable character of the late Sir 
Robert Peel. I was long connected with him in public life. 

We were both in the councils of our Sovereign together, and 
I had long the honour to enjoy his private friendship. In 
all the course of my acquaintance with him I never knew a 
man in whose truth and justice I had greater confidence, or 
in whom I saw a more invariable desire to promote the 
public service. In the whole course of my communication 
with him, I never knew an instance in v'hich he did not 
show the strongest attachment to truth ; and I never saw in 
the whole course of my life the smallest reason for suspecting 
that he stated anything which he did not firmly believe to 
be the fact.” And this high-minded truthfulness of the 
statesman was no doubt the secret of no small part of his 
influence and power. 

There is a truthfulness in action as well as in words, 
which is essential to uprightness of character. A man must 
really be what he seems or purposes to be. Wien an 
American gentleman wrote to Granville Sharp, that from 
respect for his great virtues he had named one of his sons 
alter him, Sharp replied : “ I must request you to teach him 
a favourite maxim of the family w'hose name you have given 
him — Always endeavour to be really what you would wish to 
appear. This maxim, as my father informed me, was care- 
fully and humbly practised by his father, whose sincerity, as 
a plain and honest man, thereby became the principal 
feature of his character, both in public and private life.” 

Every man who respects himself, and values the respect of 
others, will carry out the maxim in act — doing honestly w'hat 

2 c 2 


Digitized by Google 



l88 


Conscience and character. Chap, xiil 


he proposes to do— putting the highest character into his 
work, scamping nothing, but priding himself upon his in- 
tegrity and conscientiousness. Once Cromwell said to 
Bernard,— a clever but somewhat unscrupulous lawyer, “ I 
understand that you have lately been vastly wary in your 
conduct; do not be too confident of this; subtlety may 
deceive you, integrity never will.” Men whose acts are at 
direct variance with their words, command no respect, and 
what they say has but little weight ; even truths, when 
uttered by them, seem to come blasted from their lips. 

The true character acts rightly, whether m secret or in U 
sight of men. That boy was well trained who, when asked 
why he did not pocket some pears, for nobody was theie 
to see, replied, “Yes, there was: I was there to see mysei , 
and I don’t intend ever to see myself do a dishonest thi g. 
This is a simple but not inappropriate illustration of pn - 
ciple, or conscience, dominating in the character, an e 
rising a noble protectorate over it; not merely a p.s 
influence, but an active power regulating the i e. 
principle goes on moulding the character hourly and dady, 
growing with a force that operates every moment Witho 
this dominating influence, character has no pro > 
is constantly liable to fall away before temptotio ’ u 
even' such temptation succumbed to, every act of meanness 
or dishonesty, however slight, causes self-t e S ra f - 1 ere( j 
matters not whether the act be successful or not, d sco^e 
or concealed ; the culprit is no longer the same, but ano ne 
person ; and he is pursued by a secret uneasiness : by se 
reproach, or the workings of what we call consctei. , 
is the inevitable doom of the guilty. , 

And here it may be observed how greatly the c 
may be strengthened and supported by the cu to a 
good habits. Man, it has been said, is a bundle of ’ 
and habit is second nature. Metastasio entertain 
strong an opinion as to the power of repetition in ac 
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thought, that he said, “ All is habit in mankind, even virtue 
itself.” Butler, in his ‘ Analogy,’ impresses the importance 
of careful self-discipline and firm resistance to temptation, 
as tending to make virtue habitual, so that at length it may 
become more easy to be good than to give way to sin. “ As 
habits belonging to the body,” he says, “ are produced by 
external acts, so habits of the mind are produced by the 
execution of inward practical purposes, i. <?., carrying them 
into act, or acting upon them — the principles of obedience, 
veracity, justice, and charity.” And again, Lord Brougham 
says; when enforcing the immense importance of training 
and example in youth, “ I trust everything under God to 
habit, on which, in all ages, the lawgiver, as well as the 
schoolmaster, has mainly placed his reliance ; habit, which 
makes everything easy, and casts the difficulties upon the 
deviation from a wonted course.” Thus, make sobriety a 
habit, and intemperance will be hateful ; make prudence a 
habit, and reckless profligacy will become revolting to every 
principle of conduct which regulates the life of the individual. 
Hence the necessity for the greatest care and watchfulness 
against the inroad of any evil habit; for the character is 
always weakest at that point at which it has once given way ; 
and it is long before a principle restored can become so firm 
as one that has never been moved. It is a fine remark of a 
Russian writer, that “ Habits are a necklace of pearls : untie 
the knot, and the whole unthreads.” 

Wherever formed, habit acts involuntarily, and without 
effort ; and, it is only when you oppose : t, that you find 
how powerful it has become. What is done once and again, 
soon gives facility and proneness. The habit at first may 
seem to have no more strength than a spider’s web ; but, 
once formed, it binds as with a chain of iron. The small 
events of life, taken singly, may seem exceedingly unim- 
portant, like snow that falls silently, flake by flake ; yet 
accumulated, these snow-flakes form the avalanche. 
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Self-respect, self-help, application, industry, integrity— all 
are of the nature of habits, not beliefs. Principles in fact, 
are but the names which we assign to habits ; for the prra 
ciples are words, but the habits are the things themselves : 
benefactors or tyrants, according as they are good or evi . 
It thus happens that as we grow older, a portion of our ree 
activity and individuality becomes suspended in habit; our 
actions become of the nature of fate; and we are ooun^ , 
the chains which we have woven around ourselves. 

It is indeed scarcely possible to over-estimate the im- 
portance of training the young to virtuous habits In them 
they are the easiest formed, and when formed the) as 
life; like letters cut on the bark of a tree the yS r0 * ai j 
widen with age. “ Train up a child m the way ^should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from it 
beginning holds within it the end ; the first start on the road 
of life determines the direction and the destination the 
journey; « nest que k premier pas am conk. Rememb , 
said Lord Collingwood to a young man whom he , 
“ before you are five-and-twenty you must estabhsh a eta 
racter that will serve you all your life.” As habit stre gt a 
with age, and character becomes formed, any tunnn 0 
new path becomes more and more difficult Henc , 
often harder to unlearn than to leam ; and for t 
the Grecian flute-player was justified who charged ■ 
fees to those pupils who had been taught y an 
master. To uproot an old habit is sometimes a more pa 
thing, and vastly more difficult, than to wrench out a tou • 
Try and reform a habitually indolent, or improvi e 
drunken person, and in a large majority of cases yo 
fail. For the habit in each case has wound itselt m 
through the life until it has become an integral pa 0 
and cannot be uprooted. Hence, as Mr. Lync 1 0 se • 
“ the wisest habit of all is the habit of care in the orma 
of good habits.” 
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Even happiness itself may become habitual. There is a 
habit of looking at the bright side of things, and also of 
looking at the dark side. Dr. Johnson has said that the 
habit of looking at the best side of a thing is worth more 
to a man than a thousand pounds a year. And we possess 
the power, to a great extent, of so exercising the will as to 
direct the thoughts upon objects calculated to yield happi- 
ness and improvement rather than their opposites. In this 
way the habit of happy thought may be made to spring up 
like any other habit. And to bring up men or women 
with a genial nature of this sort, a good temper, and a 
happy frame of mind, is perhaps of even more importance, 
in many cases, than to perfect them in much knowledge 
and many accomplishments. 

As daylight can be seen through very small holes, so 
little things will illustrate a person’s character. Indeed 
character consists in little acts, well and honourably per- 
formed ; daily life being the quarry from which we build 
it up, and rough-hew the habits which form it. One of the 
most marked tests of character is the manner in which we 
conduct ourselves towards others. A graceful behaviour 
towards superiors, inferiors, and equals, is a constant source 
of pleasure. It pleases others because it indicates respect 
for their personality; but it gives tenfold more pleasure 
to ourselves. Every man may to a large extent be a self- 
educator in good behaviour, as in everything else ; he can be 
civil and kind, if he will, though he have not a penny in 
his purse. Gentleness in society is like the silent in- 
fluence of light, which gives colour to all nature ; it is 
far more powerful than loudness or force, and far more 
fruitful. It pushes its way quietly and persistently, like 
the tiniest daffodil in spring, which raises the clod and 
thrusts it aside by the simple persistency of growing. 

Even a kind look will give pleasure and confer happiness. 
In one of Robertson of Brighton’s letters, he tells of a lady 
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who related to him “the delight, the tears of gratitude, which 
she had witnessed in a poor girl to whom, in passing, I 
gave a kind look on going out of church on Sunday. 
What a lesson ! How cheaply happiness can be given. 
What opportunities we miss of doing an angel s wor ! 
remember doing it, full of sad feelings, passing on and 
thinking no more about it; and it gave an hours sunshine 
to a human life, and lightened the load of life to a human 

heart for a time ! " * ... f 

Morals and manners, which give colour to life, are o 

much greater importance than laws, which are but the 
manifestations. The law touches us here and there, b 
manners are about us everywhere, pervading society 
the air we breathe. Good manners, as we ca ^ e > 
neither more nor less than good behaviour; consisting of 
courtesy and kindness ; benevolence being t e 
derating element in all kinds ot mutually en „ 

pleasant intercourse amongst human beings. ’ 

said Lady Montague, “costs nothing and buys 0 
thing” The cheapest of all things is kindness, 
else requiring the least possible trouble and 
“ Win hearts,” said Burleigh to Queen Eliza , 
you have all men’s hearts and purses.” If we wo J 
let nature act kindly, free from aftectation am a ’ ' ’ j n . 
results on social good humour and happiness _ _ ,j 
calculable. The little courtesies which form 
change of life, may separately appear of httl n 

value, but they acquire their importance fro rt ] ie 

and accumulation. They are like the spare nunu ’ 
groat a day, which proverbially produce such m 
results in the course of a twelvemonth, or in a 1 e 1 ™ j g a 
Manners are the ornament of action ; an , . 
way of speaking a kind word, or of doing a ' in 
which greatly enhances their value. What seems to 
* Robertson’s ‘Life and Letters,’ i. 258. 
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with a grudge, or as an act of condescension, is scarcely 
accepted as a favour. Yet there are men who pride them- 
selves upon their gruffness; and though they may possess 
virtue and capacity, their manner is often such as to render 
them almost insupportable. It is difficult to like a man 
who, though he may not pull your nose, habitually wounds 
your self-respect, and takes a pride in saying disagreeable 
things to you. There are others who are dreadfully con- 
descending, and cannot avoid seizing upon every small 
opportunity of making their greatness felt. When Aber- 
nethy was canvassing for the office of surgeon to St. 
Bartholomew Hospital, he called upon such a person — a 
rich grocer, one of the governors. The great man behind 
the counter seeing the great surgeon enter, immediately 
assumed the grand air towards the supposed suppliant for 
his vote. “ I presume, Sir, you want my vote and interest 
at this momentous epoch of your life.” Abernethy, who 
hated humbugs, and felt nettled at the tone, replied : “ No, 
I don’t : I want a pennyworth of figs ; come, look sharp 
and wrap them up ; I want to be off ! ” 

The cultivation of manner — though in excess it is foppish 
and foolish — is highly necessary in a person who has occa- 
sion to negotiate with others in matters of business. Affa- 
bility and good breeding may even be regarded as essential 
to the success of a man in any eminent station and enlarged 
sphere of life ; for the want of it has not unfrequently been 
found in a great measure to neutralise the results of much 
industry, integrity, and honesty of character. There are, no 
doubt, a few strong tolerant minds which can bear with 
defects and angularities of manner, and look only to the 
more genuine qualities; but the world at large is not so 
forbearant, and cannot help forming its judgments and 
likings mainly according to outward conduct. 

Another mode of displaying true politeness is consi- 
deration for the opinions of others. It has been said of 
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dogmatism, that it is only puppyism come to its full 
growth ; and certainly the worst form this quality can 
assume, is that of opinionativeness and arrogance. Let men 
agree to differ, and, when they do differ, bear and forbear. 
Principles and opinions may be maintained with perfect 
suavity, without coming to blows or uttering hard words; 
and there are circumstances in which words are blows, and 
inflict wounds far less easy to heal. As bearing upon this 
point, we quote an .instructive little parable spoken some 
time since by an itinerant preacher of the Evangelical 
Alliance on the borders of Wales As I was going to 
the hills,” said he, “early one misty morning, I saw some- 
thing moving on a mountain side, so strange looking a 
took it for a monster. When I came nearer to 1 
it was a man. When I came up to him I found he wa 

The inbred politeness which spnngs from nght-he.med 
ness and kindly feelings, is of no exclusive rank or 
station. The mechanic who works at the bent 
possess it, as well as the clergyman or the peer, 
is by no means a necessary condition of labour * 
should, in any respect, be either rough or coar ^ 
politeness and refinement which distinguish aU classe 
of the people in many continental countries s ov 
those qualities might become ours too-as doubtless me; 
wall become with increased culture and more g 
social intercourse — without sacrificing any ol our 
genuine qualities as men. From the highest to the lowe , 
the richest to the poorest, to no rank or con ition 
has nature denied her highest boon the grea 
There never yet existed a gentleman but was lord <• 
great heart. And this may exhibit itself under the 0 
grey of the peasant as well as under the laced coat o 
noble. Robert Bums was once taken to task by a ) 011 - 
Edinburgh blood, with whom he was walking, lor reco 0 
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nising an honest farmer in the open street. “ Why you 
fantastic gomeral,” exclaimed Bums, “ it was not the great 
coat, the scone bonnet, and the saunders-boot hose that I 
spoke to, but the man that was in them ; and the man, sir, 
for true worth, would weigh down you and me, and ten 
more such, any day.” There may be a homeliness in ex- 
ternals, which may seem vulgar to those who cannot discern 
the heart beneath ; but, to the right-minded, character will 
always have its clear insignia. 

William and Charles Grant were the sons of a farmer in 
Inverness-shire, whom a sudden flood stripped of everything, 
even to the very soil which he tilled. The farmer and his 
sons, with the world before them where to choose, made 
their way southward in search of employment until they 
arrived in the neighbourhood of Bury in Lancashire. From 
the crown of the hill near Walmesley they surveyed the wide 
extent of country which lay before them, the river Invell 
making its circuitous course through the valley. They were 
utter strangers in the neighbourhood, and knew not which 
way to turn. To decide their course they put up a stick, 
and agreed to pursue the direction in which it fell. Thus 
their decision w'as made, and they journeyed on accordingly 
until they reached the village of Ramsbotham, not far distant. 
They found employment in a print-w’ork, in which William 
served his apprenticeship ; and they commended themselves 
to their employers by their diligence, sobriety, and strict 
integrity. They plodded on, rising from one station to 
another, until at length the two men themselves became em- 
ployers, and after many long years of industry, enterprise, 
and benevolence, they became rich, honoured, and respected 
by all who knew them. Their cotton-mills and print-works 
gave employment to a large population. Their well-directed 
diligence made the valley teem with activity, joy, health, and 
opulence. Out of their abundant wealth they gave liberally 
to all worthy objects, erecting churches, founding schools, 
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and in all ways promoting the well-being of the class of 
working-men from which they had spmng. They after- 
wards erected, on the top of the hill above Walmesley, a 
lofty tower in commemoration of the early event in their 
history which had determined the place of their settle- 
ment. The brothers Grant became widely celebrated for 
their benevolence and their various goodness, and it is 
said that Mr. Dickens had them in his mind’s eye when 
delineating the character of the brothers Cheeryble. One 
amongst many anecdotes of a similar kind may be cited to 
show that the character was by no means exaggerated. A 
Manchester warehouseman published an exceedingly scur- 
rilous pamphlet against the firm of Grant Brothers, ho.ding 
up the elder partner to ridicule as “Billy Button.’ William 
was informed by some one of the nature of the pamphlet, 
and his observation was that the man would live to repent 
of it “ Oh ! ” said the libeller, when informed of the remark, 
“he thinks that some time or other I shall be in his debt; 
but I will take good care of that." It happens, however, 
that men in business do not always foresee who shall be their 
creditor, and it so turned out that the Grants’ libellei became 
a bankrupt, and could not complete his certificate and begin 
business again without obtaining their signature. It seeme-i 
to him a hopeless case to call upon that firm for an) favour, 
but the pressing claims of his family forced him to mai^e t ie 
application. He appeared before the man whom he ha 
ridiculed as “ Billy Button ’’ accordingly. He told his la c 
and produced his certificate. “ You wrote a pamph et 
against us once ? said Mr. Grant. The supplicant expecte 
to see his document thrown into the fire; instead oi whici 
Grant signed the name of the firm, and thus completed t e 
necessary certificate. “ We make it a rule,” said he, handing 
it back, “never to refuse signing the certificate of an hone-t 
tradesman, and we have never heard that you were an) fang 
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tinued Mr. Grant, “you see my saying was true, that you 
would live to repent writing that pamphlet. I did not 
mean it as a threat — I only meant that some day you would 
know us better, and repent having tried to injure us.” “ I 
do, I do, indeed, repent it.” “Well, well, you know us 
now. But how do you get on — what are you going to 
do ? ” The poor man stated that he had friends who would 
assist him when his certificate was obtained. “ But how 
are you off in the mean time?” The answer was, that, 
having given up every farthing to his creditors, he had been 
compelled to stint his family in even the common necessaries 
of life, that he might be enabled to pay for his certificate- 
“ My good fellow, this will never do ; your wife and family 
must not suffer in this way; be kind enough to take this 
ten-pound note to your wife from me : there, there, now — 
don’t cry, it will be all well with you yet; keep up your 
spirits, set to work like a man, and you will raise your head 
among the best of us yet.” The overpowered man endea- 
voured with choking utterance to express his gratitude, but 
in vain ; and putting his hand to his face, he went out of the 
room sobbing like a child. 

The True Gentleman is one whose nature has been 
fashioned after the highest models. It is a grand old name, 
that of Gentleman, and has been recognized as a rank and 
power in all stages of society. “ The Gentleman is always 
the Gentleman,” said the old French General to his regi- 
ment of Scottish gentry at Rousillon, “ and invariably proves 
himself such in need and in danger.” To possess this cha- 
racter is a dignity of itself, commanding the instinctive 
homage of every generous mind, and those who will not bow 
to titular rank, will yet do homage to the gentleman. His 
qualities depend not upon fashion or manners, but upon 
moral worth — not on personal possessions, but on personal 
qualities. The Psalmist briefly describes him as one “ that 
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walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh 
the truth in his heart” 

The gentleman is eminently distinguished for his self- 
respect He values his character, — not so much of it only 
as can be seen of others, but as he sees it himself ; having 
regard for the approval of his inward monitor. And, as he 
respects himself, so, by the same law, does he respect others. 
Humanity is sacred in his eyes : and thence proceed polite- 
ness and forbearance, kindness and charity. It is related o 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald that, while travelling in Canada, in 
company with the Indians, he was shocked by the sight o a 
poor squaw trudging along laden with her husbanus trap 
pings, while the chief himself walked on unencumbere 
Lord Edward at once relieved the squaw of her pack by- 
placing it upon his own shoulders, — a beautiful instance 
what the French call politesse de oxur— die inbred politeness 
of the true gentleman. 

The true gentleman has a keen sense of honour, sen. 
pulously avoiding mean actions. His standaid of i n 
in word and action is high. He does not shuffle or 
varicate, dodge or skulk ; but is honest, 
straightforward. His law is rectitude action in ng it me 
When he says yes, it is a law : and he dares t0 sa ) 
valiant no at the fitting season. The gentleman wil not c 
bribed ; only the low-minded and unprincipled wi se 
selves to those who are interested in buying t em. 
the upright Jonas Hanway officiated as commissioner 
the victualling department, he declined to receive a F e * 
of any kind from a contractor j refusing thus to e ias 
in the performance of his public duty. A fine trait o 
same kind is to be noted in the life of the Duke of ' e m 
ton. Shortly after the battle of Assaye, one momin 0 
Prime Minister of the Court of Hyderabad waiter. upon 
him for the purpose of privately ascertaining what territory 
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and what advantages had been reserved for his master in 
the treaty of peace between the Mahratta princes and the 
Nizam. To obtain this information the minister offered 
the general a very large sum — considerably above 100,000/. 

Looking at him quietly for a few seconds, Sir Arthur said, 

“ It appears, then, that you are capable of keeping a secret ? ” 

“Yes, certainly," replied the minister. “ Then so am I” said 
the English general, smiling, and bowed the minister out. 

It was to Wellington’s great honour, that though uniformly 
successful in India, and with the power of earning in such 
modes as this enormous wealth, he did not add a farthing 
to his fortune, and returned to England a comparatively 
poor man. 

A similar sensitiveness and high-mindedness characterised 
his noble relative, the Marquis of Wellesley, who, on one 
occasion, positively refused a present of 100,000/ proposed 
to be given him by the Directors of the East India Company 
on the conquest of Mysore. “ It is not necessary,” said he, 

“ for me to allude to the independence of my character, and 
the proper dignity attaching to my office; other reasons 
besides these important considerations lead me to decline 
this testimony, which is not suitable to me. I think of 
nothing but our artny. I should be much distressed to curtail 
the share of those brave soldiers.” And the Marquis’s reso- 
lution to refuse the present remained unalterable. 

Sir Charles Napier exhibited the same noble self-denial 
in the course of his Indian career. He rejected all the 
costly gifts which barbaric princes were ready to lay at his 
feet, and said with truth, ‘ Certainly I could have got 30,000/ 
since my coming to Scinde, but my hands do not want 
washing yet. Our dear father’s sword which I wore in both 
battles (Meanee and Hyderabad) is unstained.” 

Riches and rank have no necessary connexion with 
genuine gentlemanly qualities. The poor man may be a I 

true gentleman, — in spirit and in daily life. He may be , 
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honest, truthful, upright, polite, temperate, courageous, self- 
respecting, and self-helping, — that is, be a true gentleman. 
The poor man with a rich spirit is in all ways superior to 
the rich man with a poor spirit. To borrow St. Paul’s words, 
the former is as “ having nothing, yet possessing all things,” 
while the other, though possessing all things, has nothing. 
The first hopes everything, and fears nothing ; the last hopes 
nothing, and fears everything. Only the poor in spirit are 
really poor. He who has lost all, but retains his courage, 
cheerfulness, hope, virtue, and self-respect, is still rich. For 
such a man, the world is, as it were, held in trust ; his spirit 
dominating over its grosser cares, he can still walk erect, a 
true gentleman. 

Occasionally, the brave and gentle character may be found 
under the humblest garb. Here is an old illustration, but a 
fine one. Once on a time, when the Adige suddenly over- 
flowed its banks, the bridge of Verona was carried away, 
with the exception of the centre arch, on which stood a 
house, whose inhabitants supplicated help from the windows, 
while the foundations were visibly giving way. “ I will g" L 
a hundred French louis,” said the Count Spolvenm, who 
stood by, “ to any person who will venture to deliver l k o 
unfortunate people.” A young peasant came forth from t t 
crowd, seized a boat, and pushed into the stream, 
gained the pier, received the whole family into the °,. , 
and made for the shore, where he landed them in satt). 
“ Here is y'our money, my brave young fellow, sa * tie 
count. “ No,” was the answer of the young man, 0 
not sell my life; give the money to this poor family," 10 
have need of it.” Here spoke the true spirit of the gent e 
man, though he was but in the garb of a peasant. 

Not less touching was the heroic conduct of a . party 0 
Deal boatmen in rescuing the crew of a collier-brig in u - 
Downs but a short time ago.* A sudden storm w'hich set * a 
* On the nth January, 1S66. 
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from the north-east drove several ships from their anchors, 
and it being low water, one of them struck the ground at a 
considerable distance from the shore, when the sea made a 
clean breach over her. There was not a vestige of hope for 
the vessel, such was the fury of the wind and the violence of 
the waves. There was nothing to tempt the boatmen on 
shore to risk their lives in saving either ship or crew, for not 
a farthing of salvage was to be looked for. But the daring 
intrepidity of the Deal boatmen was not wanting at this 
critical moment. No sooner had the brig grounded than 
Simon Pritchard, one of the many persons assembled along 
the beach, threw off hi< coat and called out, “ Who will 
come with me and try to save that crew.” Instantly twenty 
men sprang forward, with “ I will,” “ and I.” But seven 
only were wanted ; and running down a galley punt into the 
surf, they leaped in and dashed through the breakers, amidst 
the cheers of those on shore. How the boat lived in such 
a sea seemed a miracle ; but in a few minutes, impelled by 
the strong arms of these gallant men, she flew on and reached 
the stranded ship, “ catching her on the top of a wave ” ; and 
in less than a quarter of an hour frcm the time the boat left 
the shore, the six men who composed the crew of the collier 
were landed safe on Walmer Beach. A nobler instance of 
indomitable courage and disinterested heroism on the part 
of the Deal boatmen — brave though they are always known 
to be — perhaps cannot be cited ; and we have pleasure in 
here placing it on record. 

Mr. Turnbull, in his work on * Austria,’ relates an anec- 
dote of the late Emperor Francis, in illustration of the 
manner in which the Government of that country has been 
indebted, for its hold upon the people, to the personal 
qualities of its princes. “ At the time when the cholera was 
raging at Vienna, the emperor, with an aide-de-camp, was 
strolling about the streets of the city and suburbs, when 
a corpse was dragged past on a litter unaccompanied by a 
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single mourner. The unusual circumstance attracted his 
attention, and he leamt, on inquiry, that the deceased was a 
poor person who had died of cholera, and that the relathes 
had not ventured on what was then considered the \er) 
dangerous office of attending the body to the grave. ‘ Then,’ 
said Francis, ‘we will supply their place, for none of my 
poor people should go to the grave without that last mark of 
respect ; and he followed the body to the distant place of 
interment, and bare-headed, stood to see every me and 


observance respectfully performed.” 

Fine though this illustration may be of the qualities of 
the gentleman, we can match it by another equally good, 
of two English navvies in Paris, as related m a morning 
paper a few years ago. “ One day a hearse was observed 
ascending the steep Rue de Clichy on its way to Monk 
martre, bearing a coffin of poplar wood with its old 
corpse. Not a soul followed-not even the living dog o 
the' dead man, if he had one. The day was rainy nd 
dismal; passers by lifted the hat as is usual when afimeral 
passes, and that was all. At length it passed two Eng sh 
navvies, who found themselves in Pans on their way from 
Spain. A right feeling spoke from beneath their g 
jackets. 4 Poor wretch!’ said the one to tie > 
one follows him; let us two follow!’ And the 
off their hats, and walked bare-headed after the coq 
stranger to the cemetery' of Montmartre. 

Above all, the gentleman is truthful. He feels t 
is the “ summit of being,” and the soul of rectitu e 
man affairs. Lord Chesterfield declared that ju 
the success of a gentleman. The Duke o e , 
writing to Kellerman, on the subject of prisoners on par > 
when opposed to that general in the peninsula, to 
that if there was one thing on which an Enghs o 
prided himself more than another, excepting his, < oura ° ' 
it was his truthfulness. “ When English officers, sai e > 
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have given their parole of honour not to escape, be sure 
they will not break it. Believe me— trust to their word: 
the word of an English officer is a surer guarantee than the 
vigilance of sentinels.” 

True courage and gentleness go hand in hand. The 
brave man is generous and forbearant, never unforgiving 
and cruel. It was finely said of Sir John Franklin by his 
friend Parry, that “he was a man who never turned his 
back upon a danger, yet of that tenderness that he would 
not brush away a mosquito.” A fine trait of character— 
truly gentle, and worthy of the spirit of Bayard— was dis- 
played by a French officer in the cavalry combat of El 
on ™ S P am - He had raised his sword to strike Sir 
re I ton Harvey, but perceiving his antagonist had only one 
arm, he instantly stopped, brought down his sword before 

, Ir Fe ton m the usual salute, and rode past. To this may- 
be added a noble and gentle deed of Ney during the same 
Peninsular War. Charles Napier was taken prisoner at 
Corunna desperately wounded ; and his friends at home 
did not know whether he was alive or dead. A special 
messenger was sent out from England with a frigate to 
ascertain his fate. Baron Clouet received the flag, and 
m onne Ney ot the arrival. “ Let the prisoner see his 
nends said Ney, “and tell them he is well, and well 
treated. Clouet lingered, and Ney asked, smiling, “what 
more he wanted ” ? « He has an old mother, a widow, and 
. ' „ Has ** then let him go himself and tell her he 

is a ive. As the exchange of prisoners between the countries 
was not then allowed, Ney knew that he risked the dis- 
p ensure of the Emperor by setting the young officer at 
1 eit) ; but E apoleon approved the generous act. 

Notwithstanding the wail which we occasionally hear 
or the chivalry that is gone, our own age has witnessed 
c.eeds of bravery and gentleness— of heroic self denial and 
manly tenderness — which are unsurpassed in history. The 
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events of the last few years have shown that our country- 
men are as yet an undegenerate race. On the bleak 
plateau of Sebastopol, in the dripping perilous trenches 
of that twelvemonth’s leaguer, men of all classes proved 
themselves worthy of the noble inheritance of character 
which their forefathers have bequeathed to them. But it 
was in the hour of the great trial in India that the qualities 
of our countrymen shone forth the brightest. The march of 
Neill on Cawnpore, of Havelock on Lucknow— officers and 
men alike urged on by the hope of rescuing the women 
and the children— are events which the whole history of 
chivalry cannot equal. Outram’s conduct to Hu. clock, in 
resigning to him, though his inferior officer, the honour o 
leading the attack on Lucknow, was a trait worthy o! Sydney 
and alone justifies the title which has been awarded to him 
of, “the Bayard of India.” The death of Henry Lawrence 
— that brave and gentle spirit — his last words before oy in,, 
“ Let there be no fuss about me ; let me be buried with the 
men ," — the anxious solicitude of Sir Colin Campbell to rescue 
the beleaguered of Lucknow, and to conduct his long tr. r 
of women and children by night from thence to Caw npore, 
which he reached amidst the all but overpoweiing assau t 
of the enemy, — the care with which he led them across tie 
perilous bridge, never ceasing his charge over them ui .*■ ie 
had seen the precious convoy safe on the road to Allahaba . 
and then burst upon the Gwalior contingent like a thunrer 
clap ; — such things make us feel proud of our countiymen 
and inspire the conviction that the best and purest gm 
of chivalry is not dead, but vigorously lives among us yet. 

Even the common soldiers proved themselves gentlemen 
under their trials. At Agra, where so many poor fellows 
had been scorched and wounded in their encounter w.th 
the enemy, they were brought into the fort, and tenderly 
nursed by the ladies ; and the rough, gallant fellows proved 
v ciule as any children. During the weeks that the ladies 
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watched over their charge, never a word was said by any 
soldier that could shock the ear of the gentlest. And when 
all was over — when the mortally-wounded had died, and 
the sick and maimed who survived were able to demonstrate 
their gratitude — they invited their nurses and the chief 
people of Agra to an entertainment in the beautiful gardens 
of the Taj, where, amidst flowers and music, the rough 
veterans, all scarred and mutilated as they were, stood up 
to thank their gentle countrywomen who had clothed and fed 
them, and ministered to their wants during their time of 
sore distress. In the hospitals at Scutari, too, many wounded 
and sick blessed the kind English ladies who nursed them ; 
and nothing can be finer than the thought of the poor suf- 
ferers, unable to rest through pain, blessing the shadow of 
Florence Nightingale as it fell upon their pillow in the 
night watches. 

The wreck of the Birkenhead off the coast of Africa on the 
27th of February, 1852, affords another memorable illustra- 
tion of the chivalrous spirit of common men acting in this 
nineteenth century, of which any age might be proud. 
The vessel was steaming along the African coast with 472 
men and 166 women and children on board. The men 
belonged to several regiments then serving at the Cape, 
and consisted principally of recruits who had been only a 
short time in the sendee. At two o’clock in the morning, 
while all were asleep below, the ship struck with violence 
upon a hidden rock which penetrated her bottom ; and it 
was at once felt that she must go down. The roll of the 
drums called the soldiers to arms on the upper deck, and 
the men mustered as if on parade. The word was passed 
to save the women and children ; and the helpless creatures 
were brought from below, mostly undressed, and handed 
silently into the boats. When they had all left the ship’s 
side, the commander of the vessel thoughtlessly called out, 
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“ All those that can swim, jump overboard and make for the 
boats.” But Captain Wright, of the 91st Highlanders, said, 
“ No ! if you do that, the boats with the women must be 
swamped ; ” and the brave men stood motionless. There 
was no boat remaining, and no hope of safety; but not a 
heart quailed ; no one flinched from his duty in that trying 
moment. “There was not a murmur nor a cry amongst 
them,” said Captain Wright, a survivor, “until the vessel 
made her final plunge.” Down went the ship, and down 
went the heroic band, firing a fat dejoie as they sank beneath 
the waves. Glory and honour to the gentle and the brave ! 
The examples of such men never die, but, like their me- 
mories, are immortal. 

There are many tests by which a gentleman may be 
known ; but there is one that never fails — How does he 
cxereisc power over those subordinate to him ? How does 
he conduct himself towards women and children? How 
does the officer treat his men, the employer his servants, the 
master his pupils, and man in every station those who are 
weaker than himself? The discretion, forbearance, and 
kindliness, with which power in such cases is used, may 
indeed be regarded as the crucial test of gentlemanly cha- 
racter. When La Motte was one day passing through a 
crowd, he accidentally trod upon the foot of a young fellow, 
who forthwith struck him on the face : “ Ah, sire, said La 
Motte, you will surely be sorry for what you have done, 
when you know that I am blind." He who bullies those 
who are not in a position to resist may be a snob, but 
cannot be a gentleman. He who tyrannizes over the weak 
and helpless may r be a coward, but no true man. The 
tyrant, it has been said, is but a slave turned inside out. 
Strength, and the consciousness of strength, in a right- 
b carted man, imparts a nobleness to his character; but he 
" * Je m ost careful how he uses it ; for 
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“ It is excellent 

To have a giant’s strength ; but it is tyrannous 

To use it like a giant” 

Gentleness is indeed the best test of gentlemanliness. A 
consideration for the feelings of others, for his inferiors and 
dependants as well as his equals, and respect for their self- 
respect, will pervade the true gentleman’s whole conduct. 
He will rather himself suffer a small injury, than by an un- 
charitable construction of another’s behaviour, incur the risk 
of committing a great wrong. He will be forbearant of the 
weaknesses, the failings, and the errors, of those whose 
advantages in life have not been equal to his own. He will 
be merciful even to his beast. He will not boast of his 
wealth, or his strength, or his gifts. He will not be puffed 
up by success, or unduly depressed by failure. He will 
not obtrude his views on others, but speak his mind freely 
when occasion calls for it. He will not confer favours with 
a patronizing air. Sir Walter Scott once said of Lord 
Lothian, “ He is a man from whom one may receive a favour, 
and that’s saying a great deal in these days.” 

Lord Chatham has said that the gentleman is characterised 
by his sacrifice of self and preference of others to himself in 
the little daily occurrences of life. In illustration of this 
ruling spirit of considerateness in a noble character, we may 
cite the anecdote of the gallant Sir Ralph Abercromby, of 
whom it is related, that when mortally w'ounded in the battle 
of Aboukir, he was carried in a litter on board the ‘ Fou- 
droyant and, to ease his pain, a soldier’s blanket was 
placed under his head, from which he experienced consider- 
able relief. He asked what it was. “ It’s only a soldier’s 
blanket,” was the reply. “ Whose blanket is it?” said he, 
half lifting himself up. “ Only one of the men’s.” “ I wish 
to know the name of the man whose blanket tins is.” “ It 
is Duncan Roy’s, of the 42nd, Sir Ralph.” “ Then see that 
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Duncan Roy gets his blanket this very night.” * Even to 
ease his dying agony the general would not deprive the 
private soldier of his blanket for one night. The incident is 
as good in its way as that of the dying Sydney handing his 
cup of water to the private soldier on the field of Zutphen. 

The quaint old Puller suras up in a few words the cha- 
racter of the true gentleman and man of action in describing 
that of the great admiral, Sir Francis Drake : “ Chaste in 
his life, just in his dealings, tme of his word; merciful to 
those that were under him, and hating nothing so much as 
idlenesse ; in matters especially of moment, he was never 
wont to rely on other men’s care, how trusty or skilful soever 
they might seem to be, but, always contemning danger, and 
refusing no toyl, he was wont himself to be one (whoever 
was a second) at ever}' turn, where courage, skill, or industry, 
was to be employed.” 

* Brown’s ‘ Horx Subseciv*.’ 
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alchemy, 81; his troubles, 81-87; 
makes red porcelain, 8 3 ; makes 
white porcelain, 83 ; bis death, 87, 
■Borrowing, danger of, 298. 

Boulton and Watt, 36. 

Brindley, engineer, 8, 328. 

Bright, John, on frugality, 293. 

Britton, John, his early life, difficulties 
surmounted, 108. 

Brotherton, Joseph, M.P., 16, 3ir. 
Brougham, Lord, 21-22, 389. 

Brown, John, geologist, 132. 

Brown, Sir T., i;r. 

Brunei, Sir J., a thoughtful observer, 
121. 

Ruffian, Comte de, as student, 104-6. 
Bnrney, Dr., 130. 

Burns, Robert, in boyhood, 3 36 ; his 
improvidence, 2q6 ; on worth, 296. 
Burritt, Elihu, 131, 318, 
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BUSINESS. 

Business men, 263-66. 

Business qualities of great men, 276-84. 

Buxton, Sir Fowell, philanthropist, 
• 62 ; on will, 228. 260. j 2 1 ; on 
mother’s influence, 162 ; on good 
company, 369, jjl ; his cheerful- 
ness, 375. 


C. 

Caeserism, Fallacy of, 4. 

Callcott, Sir A., 137. 

Campbell, Lord, llj 22-8* 

Canning, on character, 383. 

Callot, Jacques, artist, 267. 

Cavendish, philosopher, 22, 

Carlyle, Thomas, his destroyed MS., 
XQ2* 

Carey, William, Missionary, 8, 33, 241. 
Cecil, on method, 27 r. 

Cellini, Benvenuto, his or gin, l_ 6 _ 4 .i 
his caicer, 163-6; statue ot Perseus, 
167-8. 

Chainlets, Rev. Dr., on honesty, 286 1 
in boyhood, 346. 

Chambers, William, publisher, 346-7. 
Chan trey, Sir Francis, 10, 135 1 

character and works, i7q-8r. 
Character is power, 328, 3 » 3 > 38$. 
Charteris, Colonel, 386, 

Chatterton, poet, 320. 356. 

Chaucer, Geof., as a man of business, 
^ 265. 

Cheeryble Brothers, 396. 

Cheerfulness, 98, 374-3. 

Chisholm, Mrs., on work and success, 
I65. 

Clarke, Adam, 330. 

Clarkson, Thomas, philanthropist, 238 ; 

his immense labours, 23 9-60. 

Clay, Henry, orator, 344. 

Clergymen’s sons, i_l. 

Clyde, Lord, 216. 2 3f, 

Clive, Robert, 336. 

"btftt, William, author, 347. 


DREW. 

Cobden, Richard, 1714 oa thrift, 293 . 
Cockburn, Lord, on character, 383. 
Collingwood, Lord, on honest poverty, 
313 ; on mean company, ;68 ; on 
character, 390, 

Coleridge, S. T., poet, I_L I Hi 
Columbus, a careful observer , liL 
i Comic literature, 333 - 
Constant, Benjamin, 333 - 
Courageous working, 223. 

Civility and kindness, 392. 

Cromwell, Oliver, on integrity, j8fL 
Cuneiform inscriptions, 103. 

Curran. J. P.. 343 - 
Cuvier, Baron, 128-9, 14 °. 

D. 


DaguesseaU, Chancellor of France, 
HO. 372 . 

D’Alembert, 10, 344 - 
Dalton, John, 96, 129. 

Dargan, William, on independence, 4. 
Darwin, Dr., author, 130. 

Davy, Sir IL I& * 

Coleridge, 1 28, 339 i 1D hr)' 1 " > 

157 . 359 - . ... r 

Deal boatmen, intrepidity cl, 42 _: 

Decision, 327. 

Details, importance of, 299. 

Dick, Robert, geologist, ill: 
Difficulty, uses of, 34 Q- 4 -’- 
Diligence indispensable, 18* 
Discoveries not accidental, uiL 
Dishonest grins, 286-7. 

Disraeli, Benjamin, go, 2js on u lU: 
influence, 363. 

Douglas anecdote of the, 

Drake, Sir F., Admiral, II J charsc 
of, 408. . 

Drew, Samuel, shoemaker am meta- 
physician, 8 jj his origin. ^ 
career, 1 1 1 -1 2 ; his studies, UG ™ 
writings, 1 14-1 3 i on ^ iu = a 1 ' ’ '~ J ~ 
320, j- 2 . 
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DRINKING. 

Drinking, vice of, 303. 

Dunces, illustrious, 260. 317, 355-59. 

E. 

Economy and independence, 295-97. 
Edgeworth, Mr., 30, 368. 

Edwardes, Colonel, ir, 236. 

Edwards, Thomas, Banff, tL 
Elilon, Lord, his career, 218- 
Eiskine, Lord, his notes, 132 ; on 
conduct, 385. 

Etruscan pottery, 67. 

Etty, William, 153; as a worker, i84. 
Example, power of, 360-6 1. 363, 370. 

F. 


nope. 

“ Getting on," 330. 

Gibson, John, artist, 8. 188. 

Giflferd, Win, 8, 125. 

Good, Dr. Mason, 130. 

Government and individual action, 2-3. 
Grant, Ulysses, in boyhood, 35 t. 

Giant, William and Charles, 395. 
Grote, Mr., historian, 2fif>. 

Guthrie, Rev. LV., and John Pounds, 

366, 

H. 

Habits, importance of good, 389, 390. 
Hale, Sir Matthew, as a student, 132. 
Hall, Dr. Marshall, his discoveries, 


I'araday, Professor, 10, 127. 
Ferguson, astronomer, 125, 320. 
Hannan, John, sculptor, 93, ; his 

hie and works, 173-79 i his wife, 
*77 t his studies, 193. 

Folcv Peerage, the founder of, 205. 
Foster, John, 85 words of, 93 . 

los, C. J., 16 ; his pains taking, 271. 
338. 

Franklin, Benjamin, and electricitv, 
1 ; his integrity, 384. 

Franklin, Sir John, his tenderness, 403. 
French generals risen from the ranks, 
* 4 . 

Fuller, Andrew, 320. 


G. 

Gainsborough, painter, 155, 1 58. 
Galileo’s observing faculty, 1 20. 
Galvani and electricity, 1*22. 

Genius, definition of, 95^ 123. 
Gentleman, the true, 382. 397, 402 
Gentleness, influence of, 391. 
Genteel life, 301. 

Geology, discoveries in, 145-153. 
Gesner, naturalist, 12. 


Handel, musician, 370. 

Hanway, Jonas, philanthropist, 245-49. 
Harvey, and the circulation of the blood, 

13 8, 


Hardinge, Lord, ri, 216. 

Hastings, Warren, 11, 2 31. 

Hawkwood, Sir John, 9. 

Haydn, musician, i_2, 370. 

Haydon, on debt, 298. 

Hazlitt, on business, 263. 

Heathcoat, John, M.P., inventor of 
bobbin-net machine, 42-5 5-. 

Health of great men, 3 1 9 
Heilman 11, Joshua, invention of the comb- 
ing machine, and its value, f>2-6. 
Heroism, true, 404-3. 

Herschell. astronomer, 10 ; his dis- 
coveries, 142 . 

Hobson, Admiral, 9. 

Hoche, General, 1 4. 

Hudson of Hodson's Horse, 1 1 ; on 
health, 317, 376. 

Hogarth, W’m., painter, 23 8-9. 

Home influence, 361. 

Honesty the best policy, 283-83. 
Honour, the gentleman’s sense of, 398. 
Hope a helper, 99, 374. 
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1I00K. 

Hook, Rev. Dr., on woik. 98. 

Horner, Francis, his lather’s advice, 
296 ; on good company, 369. 

Howard John, 33 7, 244. 

Humbert, GeneraJ, 14 . 

Huuie, Joseph, his work and perse ver- , 
once, 119 ; on high living, }QQ. 

Hunter, John, anatomist, 8, LI 1 3)6 i 
his patient industry, early life, and 
career, i;t-; 4 . 11 ^ 339 - 

Hunter, William, anatomist, 1 13 - 


LYTTON. 

genius, nj ; on impatience, 3 L 3 i 
on looking at tlie bright side, 391. 
Jones, Inigo, 8, 153. 

K. 

Kemp, George, architect, 182- 
Kepler, 10 , 93 - 

Knowledge and goodness, 3 th. 

I. 


Immortality in this life, 363- 

Impatience, 324. 

Independence, how secured, 293 - 

Individualism and freedom, 1-3 ; its in- 
fluence, fL 

Indian rebellion, 2 34 - 3 - 

Indian swordsman, 23 3 . 

industry, results of, 95 ; industry and 
success, 199-6 ; industry and the 
peerage, 202 ; industry honourable, 
306-8. 

Integrity, importance of, 384- 

Inventors, benefits to society, 29. 

Irving, Washington, on deserts, 269. 

J. 

Jacksojt, Stonewall, in boyhood, 33 7 - 

Jackson, Wm., self-taught musician, 
198-201. 

Jackson, W., Birkenhead, 17. 

Jacquard, inventor, ££. 

Jemier, Dr., discoverer of vaccination, | 
138. 

Jerrold, Douglas, on comic literature, 
333 - 

Jervis, Admiral, on debt, 300. 

Johnson, Andrew, President of the 
Uuited States, 9. 

- T hnson, Ben. 8. 

■•Iiuson, Dr., on observation, 120 ; on 


Labour a blessing, ifi. 

Labourers' sons, distinguished, L 
Lammenais' opinion on will, HiL 
Langdale, Lord, 22^ on mother’s in- 
ti ueuce, 362. 

Lansdowne peerage, the, lli 
Lausdowne, Marquis ot; on Malesherbes, 
369. 

Late leaniers, 334 - 

Lawrences, the, in India, r£j, uAi 

Lay aid, Austen, his perseverance, Lb 


123. 

Learning and wisdom, 

Lee, Professor, linguist, 8, 125 ; his 
perseverance, 33 t~ 2 - 
Lee, Rev. Wm., inventor of stocking- 
loom, 42 - 7 - 

Leyden, John, his perseverance, 330. 
Linnaeus, naturalist, 265.1 
Literary culture, 3 ^ 6 . 


say, W. ISi Hi 

sgstone, Dr., missionary, • 

;e, John, on debt, 299. 

0, the Jacquard, tL 

nine, Claude, painter, 155 -& ( - 

Ion, landscape-gardener, i£2i 

>la, Ignatius, 322, 37 ' 

lites, the, machine-breakers, 

[burst, Lord, defence of He. ’ 


343 - 

Lyons silk industry, nix 
Lyttou, Sir E • Bulwer, 
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MALESHERBES. 

M. 

Malesherbes, M. de, 369. 

Malthus, D., on exercise, 3 16. 

Manners, their influence, 392-3. 
Mansfield, Loid, lawyer, 216-236. 
Martin, John, artist, 155, 184. 

Miissena, Marshal, 15. 

Mather, Cotton, his essays, 372. 
Mendelssohn on criticism, 340. 
Melbourne, Lord, and Moore’s son, 167. 
Method, 271-2. 

Meyerbeer, musician, 197. 

Miller, Hugh, geologist, his origin, 1-9 ; 
on work as a teacher, 28. 130, 203. 
223 ; on drink, 303. 

Milton, John, 11 ; a man of business, 
263. 

Mill, John S„ 3, 266. 

Misfortune and stupidity, 269. 

Models of character, 368. 

Money, its use and abuse, 290 ; making 
and saving, 303-13. 

Montalembert on the Indian rebellion, 
236. 

Moioau, General, greatest in defeat, 340. 
Mother’s influence, 362. 

Motte, La, anecdote of, 406. 

Mulready, artist, 160. 

Murat, Marshal, 14. 

Murchison, Sir Roderick, 132-3. 
Murray, Professor Alexander, 346. 
Musicians, industry of, 197. 

N. 

Napier, Sir diaries, 232 ; on debt, 
301-2 ; on rectitude, 39g. 

Napoleon and Jacquard, 60; his cha- 
racter, and on will, 229 ; as a busi- 
ness man, attentive to details, 276- 
*3 ; as a boy, 336. 

Navvies, anecdote of two English, 402. 
Negroes and Granville Sharp, 231. 


riiirps. 

Nelson, Admiral, 1 1 ; his punctuality, 
3 74 - 

Newton, Sir L, sayings of, 95, tor. 
119, 124 ; his labour, 131 ; as a 
man of business, 263, 317 ; a dull 
boy, 355. 

Ney, Marshal, 134 generous conduct, 

4Q1- 

Nicoll, Robert, poet, 338. 

Northcote, painter, 133, 370. 
Note-making, 132. 

0 . 

Observation, intelligent, 120, 128. 
148. 

Opie, painter, 8, 124, 133. 

Order, importance of, 1 28. 

Oweu, Richard, naturalist, vl. 

t. 

Palisst, the potter, 6 7-3o. 

Pare, Ambrose, surgeon, 1 34 - 7 - 
Parental example, 362. 

Patient labour, its results, £, 98, 

104, 344. 

Patou, Noel, artist, 189. 

Peel family, the, 37-42. 

Peel, Sir Robert, statesman, his cultiva- 
tion of memory, 97 ; his truthfulness, 
387. 

Peerages founded by tradesmen, 204 j 
by lawyers, 216. 

Pergmus and conic sections, 1 2 ; ■ 
Perseverance, its value and results, 70- 

28, 25, 2&> 100-107, Hi , 1 J 9* 

222. 270, 330-5 3 ; commauds suc- 
cess, 339. 

Perrier, Kranyois, artist, 1 0 2 . 

“ Persxus,” casting of, 167. 

Petty, Sir William, and the Lausdowne 
peerage, 2 12. 

Phipps, William, founder of the Nor- 
man by peerage, 207-IL. 
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PHYSICAL. 

Physical health and education, 317. 
Pleasure, pursuit of, 334. 

Politeness, 392-04. 

Pope, Alexander, 11, 36;. 

Porcelain, invention of, 83. 

Potters, illustrious, 67. 

Pottery manufacture, qj, 173 - 
Pounds, John, and Ragged Schools, 
366. 

Poussin, N., artist, 1 19, 168. r 7 1 • 

Pi iestley, Dr., 1 26. 

Promptitude, importance of, 273, 323, 
381. 

Pugin, architect, 187-6. 

Punctuality, importance of, tQ 7 > 273. 
i’urpose, force of, 224. 

R. 

KAMI'S, Pierre, I ;. 

Randon, Marshal, 13. 

Rawlinson, Sir Henry, his persever- 
ance, ro 3 . 

Reading to bad purpose, 323. 

Rectitude of the gentleman, 398. 
Respectability, true, 3 1 X. 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, ir, 133-58, 176, 

i 2 L 

Ricardo, David, 263. 

Riches and worth a temptation to ease, 

li lllaliir 

Robbia, I.ucca della, sculptor. Mi 
Robertson of Brighton, on reading, 
321; ; on kindness, 391. 

Robinson, Judge, and Curran, 343. 
Romilly, Sir Samuel, 2 1, 349, 372. 
Rosa, Salvator, 155. 

Ross, Dr., on intent men, 321. 

Rossi?, Lord, 20. 

Russell, Earl, 20 ; on character, 383. 

S. 

> '.xoxy. Elector of, and Bottgher, 81. 
■'cneflTer, Ary, artist, 171-3, 


SYDENHAM. 

St. Vincent, Lord, 116. 
j Scott, John (Lord Eldon), ll8t 
j Scott, Sir Walter, 10, Hi a patient 
worker, 106-7, 1 25, 263 1 on sell - 
education, 3141 his athletic spits, 
319 ; his boyhood, 336. 
Self-culture, 314-13, 33 r - 
Self-denial, 291, 4 ° 7 - 
Self-help, spirit of, 1-3. 

Self-respect, 329. 

Shakespeare, 7-8, 263. 

Sharpies, Janies, artist and blacksmith, 

190-96, 

Sharp, Granville, philanthropist, 250- 
5 7 ; a cheerful man, 3743 on c ' ia ‘ 
meter, 387. 

Sheridan, IL B., 336. 

Shovel, Sir Cloudesley, 8, 10. 

Slaves in England, 233- 
Sinclair, Sir’ John, his public useful- 
ness, his energy, his works, 
Smeaton, James, engineer, II, ;Qi lit 
Smith, Dr. Pye, ijr. 

Smith, William, geologist, his know- 
ledge, 144 - 49 - , . 

Sou It, Marshal, risen from the ranks, 
14 ; loot in Spain, 283. 

Southey, Robert, II ; on abused powers, 
332 ; his industiy, 337 - 
Spencer, poet, as man of business, : 
Spinoza, 264. 

Steam-engine, invention of, 23. 
Stephen of Colonna, saying of, ill 
Stephenson, George, ioj prw'veraiW, 
102, 129, 317, 328 ; his play, lit 
Sterling, John, 369. 

Stone, Edmund, Lll, 3 2 °- 
Stothard, painter, 12 .4, 

Stoweli, Lord, 218-19- 
Strutts of Derby, H, liii 
Sngden, Sir E„ 217. 

Suwarrow on will, 229. 

Sydenham, saying of, 36'. 
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Taglioni. 

T. 

Taglioni, labours of, 98. 

Tailors, distinguished, 9. 

Taylor, Jeremy, yj on idleness, 316. 
Tempters of youth, 302-4. 

Tenterden, Lord, j, 217, 

Thierry, Augustin, his noble character, 
*16. 

Thrift, 292-4. 

Tocqueviile, Alexis dc, 24-25. 

Tools, education in use of, 3 1 7-18. 
Thornburn, B., artist, i8q. 
Thoroughness, 3 22. 

Time, value of, 131, 273, 275. 

Titian, his industry, 156-7. 

Trifles, attention to, no, 122, 270, 
* 22 . 3 ^ 

Truthfulness, 387. 

Turner, artist, j, 155 , i6r- 

V. 

Vaucanson, inventor, 5 8. 

Vauquelin, cliemist, 13, 

Vicissitudes of families, 203. 

Victor, Marshal, 14. 

Vincent, Earl St., on debt, 300. 

W. 

Walker, author of ‘ Original,’ on 

Will, 22fi- 

Washington, George, 340. 

Watt, James, to, 30-; r ; his per- 
severance, 102 ; a thoughtful ob- 
server, 121 ; 317. 


Young. 

Weavers’ sons, illustrious, 8, 

Wedgwood, Josiah, 67 ; character and 
reputation, 87-93 5 173- 

Wellington, Duke of, 216. 230 ; a 
business man, his honesty, 276-83 ; 
on accounts, 299-340; as a boy, 
356 ; on Sir B. l’eel, 387 ; his recti- 
tude, 399. 

Wellesley, Marquis of, his rectitude, 
399 - 

West, Benjamin, painter, 125, 155, 

iiZ: u . • 

Wilkie, Sir D., it, 174 153 i his in- 
dustry, i8r. 

Will, power of, 227-231. 

Williams, John, missionary, 241. 

Wilson, Richard, artist, nr, 15£, 157. 

Wilson, Professor, l_2, 319. 

Wisdom, 327. 

Wollaston, Dr., ir* 124. 

Wordsworth, Wm., poet, 11; on sell- 
reliance, 24, 265. 

Worcester, Marquis of, and steam- 
power, 20, 123 . 

Work a necessity, 104. r 8 ;, 3 34 - 

Wolff, Dr., inspired by Xavier, 373 - 

Wright Captain, 91st Highlander?, 
406. 

Wrigh f , Thomas, pliilanthrophist, 306- 

Z 2 3*3. 

X. 

Xavier, Francis, missionary, 2 33 - 40 . 

Y. 

Yates, Peel, and Co., 39-4t. 

Young, Dr., philosopher, L Lt i°°» 1 IX 


THE END. 


Digitized by Google 


LONDON: 

PRINTED BT WILLIAM CLOWES AKD SON’S, ETTAMFOBD STJUiCT. 
AND ('ll A KING CHONS. 


8 JU 66 





Digitized 


Coogle 



